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brethren, 

'T^O whoie patronage can I ib properly 
•*• commend thefe volumes, as to you, who 
have encouraged mc in the work, and flip- 
pofed it might conduce to promote the great 
obje6b we have in view. We have been 
eameflly endeavouring to remove the fturti- 
bling blocks of prejudice and bigotry ; to ap- 
proach each other, in nearer bends of Chrif- 
tian love and union ; to awaken a deeper fenie 
of the value of immortal fouls redeemed by the 
fame price as our own; and to provoke to 
more zealous exertions our brethren of all de- 
nonunations^ to preach the Golpel to every 

creature. 

a 8 How 



VI DRDICATIOlf. 

How that Gofpcl firft fpread its rapid con- 
qucfts in the heathen world — ^Thc obftaclss 
iurmountcd — the noble army of martyrs, who 
counted not their lives dear unto themfelves, 
— thcfe fill the firft pages of this Hiftory, 
and mark the happy commencements of the 
Kingdom of our Lrord^ The decline^ and 
fearful apoftacy which afterwards for ages tar- 

nifhed the glory, and checked the progrefs of 

# «■ 

the true Church of Chrift are faithfully de- 
lineatedi with their caufes and efFefts. The 
refurreftion of truth at the reformation pre- 
fents a new feries of events, leading to the 
^eat confummation, when He whofc king- 
dom is an everlafting kingdom, fhall take to 
himfelf his great power and reign, and all flej(h 
fliall fee the falvation of our God, 



The awful times into which we are fallen^ 
have one aufpicious fymptom attending them, 
that they have awakened many from the tor- 
por of apathy ; and roufed confiderable bodies 
to deeper concern about eternal things. Never 

dnce 
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finoe the reformation commenced, hath there 
been a more general attention to the poor 
heathen, or more vigorous efforts to fpread the 
-Gofpel to the ends of the earth. What will 
be the iflue, he who hath in his hands the 
hearts of all men, alone knoweth. Duty is 
ours, events his. You, my brethren, have 
ftepped forth in the arduous attempt, may 
your bow abide in ftrength ! You will fee in 
theie pages, what God hath done, you know 
in his Book what he will do, and you. have 
every reafon to hope, that the time is come 
when he Ihall take to himfelf his great power 
and reign. And when he will work, none c?in 
let it. 



To quicken the diligence of the faithful — 
to ftrengthen the hands of the feeble — to unite 
all who love the Lord Jefus Chrift in fmccrity 
— to foften down all aiperities of controvert)' — 
to call every faithful foldier around the banner 
of the Crofs, that they may come to the help 
of the Lord againft the mighty powers of dark- 

a 4 nefs^— 
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jB€&-F-^This9 bKtbKD, is your objed^ £uid imne. 
It is becaufelbave hope, that thisHiftory may 
h|Lve a tendency to promote iuch defirable ob- 
jedsy I have prej^imed to commend ^c foU 
Rowing Pages to your patronage^ i^ith himw 
w])Q is happy to fubfcribe himfelf^ 

Your afic^onate brother. 



And fcUow-helpcr in the Gofpci, 

T. HAWEIS. 
3^r i««*, 1799* '-. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



T^HE volumes of ecclefiaftical hiftory, un- 
-*• dcr which our Ihelves already groan, arc 
imhienfe ; and it may require an apology for 
prefuming to cncrcafe their number, and add- 
ing to the ponderous load. But whilft the very 
magnitude of many deters from perufal, in 
others the fpirit of party has too frequently 
difcoloured the optic glafs ; and the bittemefs 
of bigotry, the interefts of exclufive eftablifh- 
ments, the prejudices of education, or the mifts 
of heretical jpravity, have prcfcntcd the Church 
through fuch a diftdrtcd medium, that the fair 
face of truth has been disfigured by the vizor 
of antichriftian deformity. Inilead of a king- 
dom not of tfus world f whofe eflential charac- 
teriftics are ^^ righteoufncfs, and peace, and 
"joy in the Holy Ghoft," we are difgwfted 
with contentions for wealth, power, and pre- 
eminence, ifluing in anathemas of body and 
Ibul, and terminating in executions the mofl 
horrible and inl^uman, 

Vol. I. " B T«> 



11 fKTROBUCTION. 

To produce a genuine, impartial ccclcfiafti-' 
cal hiftory, is confefledly a work of difficult 
attempt. The true Church can only be dc- 
fcribed by thofe who arc its real members ; 
and not " many wife," in any age have been 
counted of that number. In the firft days of 
primitive fimplicity, thc^cw who were bcft 
able to defcribe the fiate of their brethren^ 
were toa much engaged in the work of the 
miniftry, or groaning under the weight of pcr- 
fecution, to tianfmit to as explicit view6 of 
the progrefs and conftitution of the Orarch of 
tihe living God. The writings of the earlieft 
Chriftians, which have been prefcrvcd to our 
day, are very few ; and the materials thty af- 
ford, in this behalf, fcanty and iiidiftind. Nor 
are they without liifpicion of their authentic 
citjr, at leaft of interpolations, from the un<* 
feithfulnefs of thole by whom they have been 
tx>pied, and delivered down to us through a 
fucceffion of ages ; perfons overwhelmed with 
iuperftition, and vindicating the lawfulness of' 
pious fraud. 

The firft apoftolic fathers tvcitf plain men f 
and tlieir letters, adm^ng their genuinenefs^ 
addrciTed to the confciencc in pmdical exhor- 
tations^ 
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tadons, and dodlrinal obferrations, rather than 
intended to defcribe the nature of Church 
^vemment, its adminiftration, or officers. 
Thefc, therefore, can only be coUedcd from 
occafibnal remarks, rather than expreis defi* 
Bitions. The heathen authors of that d^y 
fcarcdy deign to mention the name of Chrif- 
tians ; and when they do fb, they difcovcr the 
moift profound ignorance of their real cha- 
TaiSfcer. Pliny and Tacitus, with the groffcfl: 
miirepfeientations, afibrd a few of the befl and 
tnoft authentic materials relpcfting the flate 
^d jxflcmblies of the primitive Church. 

As far as the (acred records go, we have a 
clear and diftinft view of the principles and 
progrcls of Chriftianity. The doArines of 
.grace, and the praiftice of godlinefs, fill every 
page of the Scriptures of Trath. But who- 
ever fearches the New Tcilament impartially 
and diligently, wiU find the form of Church 
government not fo clearly ftated, nor as expli- 
citly defined ; and will perceive that our con- 
clufions muft be drawn from coUeding and 
comparing the fevcral hints, which have been 
dropped in the Afts of the ' Apoftles, and the 
Epiftles, rather than from any precife declara- 

B 2 tions. 



IV INTRODUCTION. 

tions. The moment we quit the oracles of 
God, and defcend into the region of iminfpired 
authors, we ate ftruck with the awful differ- 
ence ; we are coixipelled to examine the ge- 
nuineneis and credibility of their writings; 
we are bound to compare their do6bines and 
praftices with the revealed word ; and to ac- 
count all that is not found correlpondent with 
the apoilles and evangelifb, but as the opini<»is 
and conunandments of men. The myjiery of 
hisqutty began to work in the earlieft days^ and 
the corruption of the human heart, even under 
the very eye of Paul himlelf, endeavoured to 
introduce error in dodrine, and pride of pre- 
eminence. 

The earlieft of the fathers, Clement, Igna- 
tius, and Polycarp, however excellent as men, 
and honourable as martyrs, aftbrd but mode- 
rate fpecimens to admire as writers, or to edify 
as divines : zeal and fimplicity arc their cha- 
raflcriftic features. As we advance, and more 
lettered men exhibit their philolbphicrc\eries, 
the truth, as it is in Jefiis, becomes propor- 
tionably debafed. Many of theft fathers fcem 
to have loft the primitive fimplicity which is 
in Chrift, and even in underflanding to ha\x 

become 
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become children. Yet do we not ceaic to ad- 
mire their noble intrepidity, their readineis to 
fvffcT the lofs of all things, and even death it« 
ielf, in the cauie of their adorable Mailer. And 
all the great fundamentals are difcoverable in 
their works : yet mixed, it muft be owned, 
with fo great a proportion of error and credu- 
lity, fuch deficiency of true fcripttiral know- 
ledge, and fuch fancifulnefs of interpretation, as 
to render them very unfafe expofitors of evan- 
gelical truth ; and it requires no inconfider- 
ablc degree of induftry and impartiality to <c- 
parate the grain from the chaff which over- 
whelms It. Truth compels me to give my 
readers this avowal, I hope it will not be im- 
puted to me as presumptuous or offcnfive. 

Many of my brethren, whofe names would 
add weight to their fentiments, have often ex- 
prcfTed their wilhes, under the impreffion of 
the views above 'fuggeftcd, that fuch a Church 
Hiltory might be compofed, as, uniting con- 
cifenefs with precifion, candor with integrity, 
ftiould reprefent men and fails as they are, 
without preffing them into the lendce of party, 
or warping them to prc-conceivcd opinions : 

B 3 and 
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and /uch hare been my endeavours. iTct con-* 
fdous of the difficulty of the taik, it will ex-^ 
cite no furprife, though it will probably pro- 
duce regret, fhould I incur cenfure where I 
covet approbation. The outward Church of 
form and human glory, prominent in the 
{lruggleS| fbr earthly ponip and emolument, 
will unaroidably obtrude itfelf upon our view 5 
but the great object I mean to purfue, and on 
which I (hall delight to dwell, will be the 
Churcfi of ihejirjl boru, who/e names are.uoritten 
in Heaven : the li\ing members tmited with 
the living Head, Jefus Chrift, really adtiated 
by his Spirit, and not of the world y as he is not 
(f the ivorld. Thefc will be fought for, not 
cxclufivcly among thofe denominated ortho^ 
doXy but will be often found amidfl thcjepa^ 
ratiftsy and e^■cn with fbme who ha\'c been 
branded with the opprobrious name oi heretics. 
Refpe6)ing the different feAs which arofe, we 
are often confined to the rcprefcntations of 
their advcrfaries for their opinions and prac- 
tices; yet even from theie much may be col* 
leftcd in their favour : had a genuine detail of 
their principles and conduct rcr4ched us in their 
own works, which arc loit, we ihould probably 

hav^ 
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have found much more to efleem. Certain it 
is, that many of them afford as eminent in- 
ilances of the moft rigid virtue and felf-denial, 
and iubmitted as cheerfully to martyrdom for 
Chrift's nan^ fake^ as any of their revilers. 

i 

in the purfliit of tn^th^ friends and enemies 
to Chrifliaiuty^ philolbphers and apologiils^ 
^ancient or modem* will be candidly confider- 

ed ; from Celfiis and Porphyry to Gibbon and " 

^^ » 

Prjeftley ; and fiom Clement, Ignatius, Ter- 
tullian and Euiebius, to the excellent Milner ; 
and though with the latter I cannot concur in 
many of his concluflons, in the main point we 
jure cordi^ly united. It is the very bafis on 
which I build, that " no Church can have any 
^* real prctcnfions to Chriftianity, as it is con- 
" tamed in the Scriptures of Truth, where the 
*^ foundation is not laid in the vicarious fJicri- 
^^ fice of God incarnate, and the fuperflrucfturc 
^* raifed by the agency of the Holy Ghoft, in 
^* powerful accefs to the conferences of men, 
'* and effeftually turning them from the dif-s 
^* obedient to the wifdom of the juft, that 
^' they may obtain an inheritance ajnong thofe 
• * who are fanAified through faith, which is in 
^' Jefus Chrift.'* Indeed any other Church, 

B4 or 
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or ChrifHanity, but this, is not 
much lels a conteft. 



From the morning fpread upon the moim- 
tains, to the meridian fplendor of the Sun of 
Righteoufnefs, I wifh to trace the progrefe of 
his Gofpel, amidfi: the ftorms of perfecution, 
which often obfcured his beams, and the fear- 
ful defeftions from the power of godlincls,, 
which fometimes feemed to threaten the cx- 
tinAion of his light : and my great objeA will 
be to confirm the faith, and to excite the zeal 
of ever}' true difciple; aflured, that what- 
ever conflifts remain to be encoxmtered — 
whatever dark eclipfcs may yet intercept his 
rays — ^whatever malignant attempts be made 
to pluck him from his fphere — he will fHU 
fhine on ferene in his ineffable and undimi- 
niihed radiance, brighter and fbonger unto the 
perfed: day, when his glory Jhall he Jinally re-- 
veakdy and alljiefli Jliallfee it together, for the 
mouth of tlie Lord hathjpoken it. Contemptu- 
ous infidelity, proud philofbphy, bigotted iii- 
perflition, atheiflical immorality, heretical 
pravity, and political chriflianitj, may unite 
their powers againfl the child Jefiis, and his 
cverlafling Gofpel, but the gates of hell fhall 

never 
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never prevail. His perfecuted Church will 
rife, like the phoenix from her afhes, and 
coming forth from the furnace of temptation, 
leave only the drofs behind. ^ 

Having, through divine mercy, obtained 
grace to be faithful — in providence received 
my education — and been called to minifter 
in the Church of England, I have embraced 
and fiibfcribed her articles, ex animoy and 
have continued to prefer an epifcopal mode 
of government ; and I am content herein 
to abide with God, till I can find one more 
purely apoflolic. But diiclaiming all exclu^ 
Jhe pretenilons, and joined to the Lord in 
one fpirit, with all the faithful of every deno- 
mination, I candidly avow my conviftion; 
that the true Church is cathoUcy or univerfal ; 
not monopolized by any one body of profeHing 
Chriftians, but effentially a Jpiritual Church ; 
and confifHng only and equally of thofe who, 
in every denomination, love our Lord Jefus 
Chrift in fincerity. Rcfpcfting the adminiftra- 
tion of tfus Church, I am not convinced that 
the Lord of Life and Glory left any prccife re- 
gulations. His kingdom could alike fubfift 
under any ipccies of government ; and having 

: nothing 
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nothing to do Ivith this world, was in cxter* 
nals to be regulated by exifling circumftanpea^ 
Whether epifcopacy, a prefbytery, or the con* 
gregational order> be eflablifhed as the domi* 
nant profeffion, it afFefts not the body of 
ChriiL The iiving memhers, under each of 
thefe modes of adminiftration^ are alike bound 
to love one another out of a pure heart fcr» 
vently ; to indulge their brethren in the fame 
liberty of private judgmgit, which they exer*- 
cife themfelves; and ought never to liiffer 
thefe regulations of outward order to deftroy 
the unity of the fpirit, or to break the bonds 
of peace. 

When 1 fpeak of epifcopacy, as moft Cor^ 
refpopdent, in my poor ideas, to the apoftolic 
practice, and the general ufage of the Church 
in the firft, and generally efteemed purer ages^ 
let no man imagine I plead for that epifco- 
pacy, which rifing very early on the ftilts of 
prelatical pride and worldly- mindednels, has 
lince overfpread the earth with its baneful fha^ 
dow ; or^ppofe thofe to be the true fucceflbrs 
of the apoftles, who, grafping at power and 
pre-eminence over Churches, which their la^ 
hours never planted or watered, claim domi- 
nion 



/ 



INTRODUCTION* 

oion over diftrifts, provinces, kingdoms, be- 
yond all power of individual fuperintendence. 
Thefe ail, every where, and in every age, have ' 
manifeiled the fame fpirit of Antichrift ; and 
that juft in proportion as their ufurpation of 
authority over the Churches and the con- 
fdences of men, hath been moft extensive, ^ 
moll cxcluiive, and moil intolerant. 

The foUovving fketch of the Primitive Church 
will not, I hope, be found to deviate far from 
what appears in the facred records. Beginning 
at Jcrulalem, from thence the apoftles, and 
great Itinerant evangell/k, ilTued forth publifli-f 
ing the glad tidings of falvation, in the name 
of the Lord Jefus Chrift. Wherever their la- 
bours were efFeftual, and Jews or Gentiles 
were called to the obedience of faith, there, as 
foon as a few united for worfliip, in the apof- 
tles' doftrine and fellowlhip, and in breaking of 
bread, and in prayers, thcy appointed the per- 
fon moft apt to teach, and of beft report among 
their brethren, to lead the devotions of the 
faithful. He was ufually an elderly man ; and 
one who poflefled an houfe, where this little 
congregation might aflcmble. He became 
their prefbyter, or bilhop ; terms in the Scrip- 
ture 
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ture evidently Jynonimoiis.^ All lookec^at firft 
to Jerufalem, as the centre to which doubts 
and difficulties were to be referred, and from 
whence direftion fliould be received. 

The learned Chancellor King iuppofes, that 
to the end of the third century, the largeft and 
moft populous cities had but one church and 
one bilhop. That the prcfbyters, though of 
the fame order with the bifhop, and capable 
of performing all .epifcopal offices, as fbon as 
elefted into a parilh or diocefc, yet till then 
were only his \acars. But, I think, a limpler 
mode, and one more conformable, to the 
Scriptures, can be traced. When one congre- 
gation incrcaled beyond the capacity of the 
firft houfe to accommodate it, another was 
formed, and another elder or prefbyter ap- 
pointed. There were feveral htjhops at Phi- 
lippi, no very extenfive city, Philip, i. i . ; many 
epifcopal elders were at Ephefus, who met 
Paul at Milctum, Ad:s xx. 28, and probably in 
every other place where the Gofpel had made 
any confidcrable progrefs. From the number of 

* See Archbifhop Ufher's Letters — Lord King's Pri^ 
niitive Church — Cranmer and Bifhops Conferences — 
Burnet's Reformation, vol. i. p. 223, Vl\, 

converts 
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converts at Jerufalcm, from the company of 
great itinerant evangelifts at Antioch^ from the' 
multitude of Chriftians at Ephefus, and of 
teachers, true and falfe, at Corinth ;. it Can 
hardly be fuppofcd poffible that they ihould all* 
affemble in one place, or be under the iupcrin-- 
tehdence of a particular perfon, intimately ac- 
quainted with every member of his congrega- 
tion down to the meaneft flave, and which, 
as King affirms, was the duty of every bifhop 
or prefbyter. Hence it ftems moft natural to 
infer, that where the believers multiplied, an-, 
other houfe or church was opened, and a new 
bilhop ordained. Yet all united in one church 
feUowfliip, under the fuperintendence •f the 
apoftolic men at firft, and, on their deceafe, 
the moft diftinguilhed for zeal, wifdom, fuf- 
ferings, influence, or refpeftability of any kindj^ 
was called by the fiifFrage of the elders and 
people to be their fuperintendent, prefident, 
praeful, ^y«/^.^>^f, and thus the name of bifhop, 
x«t' sioxfiJ^ became very early appropriate to one 
who was the primus inter pares, and, as Arch- 
biihop Uflier fays, gradu tantum non ordine dif-^ 
ferehaty differed in degree only of advance- 
ment, not in order. Thf fe were, I apprehend, 
always from the apoftolic days raifed to this 

ftation. 
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fiation^ by the voice of the people and their 
fidlores ; they prefided in the deiibemtions of 
their feveral churches, with the prefbyters their 
^efTors. They were deputed to all fynods, 
InrhLch treated of ccclcfiaflical matters. And 
WhHft every congregation judged its own 
tnembers, they received the accufations againft 
elders who were charged with offence, and 
cenfured or removed them. They examined 
the dio^ candidates for the minif^y, and, 
widi the prefbytery, ordained them by impofi- 
tion of hands. This dangerous eminence 
ftiarkcd them as peculiar vi6kim8 in days d( 
perfecution. Far therefore from being an en-^ 
viable* or delirable fituation, no man dared 
afpire after, or occupy it, but luch as counted 
their lives not dear unto themfelvcs, that they 
might finifli their courfe with joy,, and the mi- 
niftry which they had received of the 1-rord to 
tullil it, whether as confeffors, or martyrs. 

In the fcquel of this work iuch worthier 
will be fcen riling up in the iimplicity of a 
faithful tcftimony for Chrift, the pillars of the 
Church of the living Grod : not decked with 
earthly iplendor, or gcyrgeous apparel ; not rul- 
mg extenfive diocefes^ with vaft revenues, but 

plain 




{>lain men, wearing often the garb of poverty 
and hiunility, in no eminence of birth, or of 
philofophical or fcientific attainments; de- 
Voting their own little fubftance, as well as 
what the piety of the faithful entrufted to 
their care, to the nobleft ads of charity ; emi- 
hentlv felf denied in their own conduft, and 
exhibiting to their flocks the brightefl exam- 
ples of deadnefs to the world, and heavenly 
iiiindednefs ; employing their lives in unwea- 
ried labours for the fouls of men ; and affeft- 
ing no pre-eminence above their fellows, but 
that which age, excellence, and fiiperior fer- 
vice, naturally fecured to them. Where thcf 
danger was fo great, and the advantage fb 
fmall, a man of God could only be conftrain-* 
ed by confcience, and the fuffrage of his bre- 
thren, or by ardent zeal for the glory of hi» 
Lord to undertake the awful charge. Such 
were the primitive bifliops appointed by tho 
great Shepherd and Bilhop of fouls. The im- 
pofition of hands confirmed the people*s choice, 
and acknowledged the divine call, placing thefe 
in the foremofl: rank of death and dignity. 

The hiflory of the Chwch naturally divided 
itielf into three great periods* 
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The firfl comprifing its rife and progrcis in 
the four firft centuries, till the exduiivc efla-' 
bliihment of Theodoiius. 

The fccond, the deep decline and fearful 
apoflacy of the eleven fucceeding ages. 

The third, the happy revival of evangelical 
religion, from the tim^s of the Reformation to 
the clofe of the prefent century. 
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VOLUME I. 



PERIOD I. 



This will contain the four firft centuries^ 
under the following heads : 

1 . Tlie progrefs of Chriftianity, from the birth 

of Chrifl to the clofe of the Scripture 
canon. 

2. Continuation to the end of the reign of Tra- 

jan — ^with the martyrdom of Ignatius and 
Polycarp. 

3. To the death of Cyprian. 

4. The triumph of Chriftianity under Con- 

ftantine. 

5. The exclufive eftablifhment of imiformity 

by Theodofius the Great. A title often 
proftituted to flatter human pride, and 
fcldom, I fear, expreffive of chriftian ex- 
cellence ! 



Vol. I. C SEC- 



( xv^iii ) 



CENT. I. 



SECTION I. 



The progrcfs of Chriftianity from the birth 
of Chrift to the clofe of the Scripture canon. 

This period will comprehend, 

1 . The hfe of Chrift. 

2. The rapid fpread of the Gofpel from the 

day of Pentecoft. 

3. The hves of the Apoftlcs. 

4. The nature and adminiftration of the ChriA 

tian Church, as recorded in the New 
Teftament. 

5. The perfecutions mentioned in the Scrip- 

tures. 

6. The hereiies and fchifms which arofe in 

the days of the Apoftlcs. 
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AN 
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CHURCH OF CHRIST- 



CHAP. I. 



THE LIFE OF CHRIST. 



THE Author of our falvation, the incarnate 
Son of God, was born in Bethlehem, in the • 
days of Herod, the Idumean, who had been raifed 
by Auguftus, the Roman emperor, to the throne 
of Judca. The precife year of his birth hath been 
difputed by learned chronologifts. It feems, how- 
ever, but of little importance. It is fuiHcient that 
the evangelifts have defcribed this great and fingu« 
lar event in the fullefl manner, and in all its cir- 
cumftances. The firft years of his infancy, after his 
flight from the bloody tyrant, were fpent in Egypt; 
and from bis return to his native land, till he en- 
tered on his miniftry, we have but one authentic 
trait recorded of his earlier days, when his thirft 
for knowledge detained him at the temple at Je- 

C 2 rufalem. 
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rufalem, and the Jewifli rabbis were aflonilhed at 
his undcrfianding and anfwcrs. Luke ii. 47. 

From twelve years of age he lived in a ftate of 
fubjedlion to his parents at Nazareth, Luke ii. 51. 
and there is every reafon to fuppofe that he worked 
at his- father's occupation, as a carpenter, miniftring 
to his parents*' neceffities and his own. Mark vi. 3. 
The labours of indultry are honourable employ- 
ments'. 

About the age of thirty he was folemnly inau- 
gurated in office by his forerunner John, receiving 
the rite of baptifm, and the fulnefs of the Spirit : 
and after the awful confli<5l with the great enemy 
of mankind in the wildcrnefs, he entered on his 
roinifiry, and (hewed himfelf unto Ifrael as the 
Mefliah. During three years or more, the fpace 
which feems recorded by the Evangelifts, we be- 
hold a difplay of fuch a characler, as had never be- 
fore appeared among the children of men. Hi.^ 
life was fpent in the nobleU adls of beneficence to 
the bodies and fouls of men. His whole temper 
and condudl were the living comment of the fub- 
limc and heavenly truths which he taught. His 
dodlrines bore the broad ftamp of Deity in their 
intrinfic excellence ; and received the fullcft con- 
firmation from the mofl: aftonifliing miracles, per- 
formed in his own name, and at his'own plcafurc. 

Every 
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Every word, every adlion, from the day of his 
birth, till his expiring cry on the crofs, concurred 
in deraonllrating the truth of the centurion's tef- 
timony, ." Truly this was the Son of God.** 

His miniftry and miracles awakened vaft atten- 
tion, but excited equal envy and enmity. A few, 
and but a few, dared to join themfelves unto him, 
and confcfs hlrn as the Mcffiah ; and thefe, the 
leiift and loweft among the people. His principal 
and firft followers, whom he called to be Apoftles, 
or Mif5onaries, were chiefly fiftiermen, Galileans, 
poor, and illiterate. From them he chofe twelve 
to be his companions, and witneflesof all his won- 
drous words and works ; afterwards he appointed 
fcventy others, whom he fent forth to preach and 
teach the coming of his kingdom. Before his de- 
parture the number of his dif<nplcs had increafed 
to above five hundred. 1 Cor. xv. 6. 

So inconfidcrable appeared the effects of Chrift*8 
perfonal minifiry upon earth, notwithftanding all 
the miracles pcrfonncd before the thoufands of 
Ifracl. Nor did even thcfe as> yet truly under- 
ftand the nature of that kingdom of God which 
ihould come. Swayed by the prevailing prejudices 
of their countrymen, and the traditions of their 
ciders, they fiill looked for a temporal Mefliah, 
and expected that at this time he would reflore the 

C 3 kingdom 
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kingdom tp IfraeK A6ls i. 6. A fond opinion^ 
which they were reludlant to part with, but which 
difappearcd from the day that the Spirit was poured 
out from on high. In his frequent conferences 
with them, after his refurredlion from the dead, 
Chrift had commanded them to wait for this Holy 
Ghoft at Jerufalem : comforting them with the af- 
furance, that after his afceiifion into heaven he 
would fend them another comforter, whofe effica- 
cious teachings fhould not only lead them into all 
iruthj but whofe almighty power (hould enable 
them to perform greater works and wonders than 
thofe which he himfclf had wrought, or they had 
ever yet beheld. The fulfilment of this was emi- 
» nently difplayed, in the gift of t^ngues^ whereby 
thefe illiterate men were enabled to fpread the gof- 
pcl through all nations, and what was ftill a greater 
inilance of divine energy than all the mighty mira- 
cles performed by them, by the fame Spirit they 
were endued with power from on high, to call froni 
the grave offpiriiual death the millions who (hould 
hear their voice and live. 

I wave enlarging on the particulars, which will 
be found in the Evangelifts, of his life of toil and 
fufFerings, terminated by a death of ignominy and 
torment — his triumphs over the grave — his com- 
miliion and inftrudtions given to his difciples after 
his refurredlion — ^his glorious afcenfion — and the 

defcent 
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defcent of the Holy Ghoft on thofe whom he had 
cholen to be the witnefles of liis works ; the he- 
ralds of his gofpel ; and the confcflbrs and mar- 
tyrs for the truth. Suffice it to fay, that from the 
Head Chrift the vital power was derived which 
animated the firft preachers of the crofs : the fame 
divine influence hath continued through all the 
ages paft ; and to this day it ceafcs not to be dif- 
played in the hearts and confcicnces of all the re- 
deemed from the earth. United in one myflical 
body, thefe are alike all taught of the fame God, 
and animated by the fame Spirit ; and without this 
Spirit, whatever profeffion of Chrifl any man may 
makcyheisnone of his j (Rom. viii. Q.) and knows no- 
thing as he ought to know : fince no man can fay 
that Jefus is the Lord but by the Holy Ghofi^ ( 1 Cor. 
xii. 3.) nor can any life of Chrift appear in our 
mortal bodies, but as he giveth us of his Spirit, and 
we are created anew in Chrift Jefus unto good works. 
To this, as the moft important of all truths, the 
whole revelation of God leads : and I regard it as 
the principal objedl in this ecclefiaftical hiftory to 
fearch out the fpiritual Ifrael of God in all ages, 
and among all the nations, whither the light of di- 
vine truth hath been diftufed. 

I cannot clofe this life of Chrift without advert- 
ing to an abfurd tradition, preferved in Eufebius, 
refpeding letters to a King Agbarus. And I do 

^ C 4 this 
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this in order to fhew how little credit can be placed 
on this father of ecclefiaftical hiftory, as he has 
been called, pretending to derive the evidence of 
thefe fabulous epiftles from the archives of Edella. 
The more I confider Eufebius's charadler, the lefs 
I am difpofed to receive his teflimony in this and 
many other particulars : and it is much fo be la- 
mented that the fcantinefs of original information 
has. reduced hiftorians fo often and fo largely to 
copy from him as authority. That he may have 
preferved many traditional truths need not be dif- 
putcd ; but whoever reads his works muft fee how 
very credulous he was, and how little to be impli- 
citly believed. The traditions of two hundred 
years, flowing often through the muddy channels 
of human weaknefs, folly and fraud, had tranfmit- 
ted a ftrcam very unlike the pure waters of life 
from the facred fountain. .Bcfides, his own fenti- 

• 

ments in fome of the inoft fundamental dodtrines 
of the gofpcl were fearfully fwerved from the apof- 
tolic model ; and his courtly pra6lice too conform- 
ed to this world to ftamp veracity on his rcprefcn- 
t'ations. I fear he knew as little of re^il chriftianiiy 
as his royal difciple Conftantiae, whom he fo egre- 
gioufly flatters. The more I read the more I 
doubt the authenticity of his tcftimony, and dare 
not receive his hiftory as oracular. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 

THE RAPID SPREAD OF THE GOSPEL FROM THS 

DAY OF PENTECOST. 

T T THEN Jcfus glorified poured out his Spirit 
\ V from on high upon his difciplcs, accord- 
ing to his promife, a flood of light inltaiitly broke 
forth on a benighted world. The Sun of Rightc- 
ouiMcfs arofe, and Irom Jerufalem darted his bright 

beams on every fide through the known world. 

• 

Difmal and dark at that time was the fiatc of man- 
kind. The Heathens funk in the groUcft idolatry; 
fullicd with every vice, (fee Rom. i. 21 — 32); 
their confciences cautcrlfed ; and the fouleft crimes 
fandlificd by the very examples of the gods whom 
they worfliipped. The Jezvs^ infedled with equal 
Jibominations, (fee Rom. ii. 17 — 24.) zealous in- 
deed for Mofcs, proud of their foederal relation to 
Abraham, precife in the formalities of worlhip and 
the minutiae of ceremonies, but dead to all fpiri- 
tual. religion, and, as their own hiftorian Jofephus 
\vitnefles, fallen into the dcepeft depravity of man- 
ners, and all kinds of profligacy. The whole earth 
appeared immerged in the univerfal deluge of pre- 
vailing 
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vailing corruption. But no fooner did the infpired 
fifliermen of Galilee go fort^ in the name of their 
divine Mafter to tcitify of the world that its deeds 
were evil, than irrcfiflible convidlion feized on the 
confciences of men. On the very day ofPente- 
coft, when they inftantly began with power to bear 
witncfs to the refurre6lion of their divine Mafter, 
and to declare the eternal redemption purchafed 
by his blood-lhedding for us, three thoufand fouls 
were added to the church ; and myriads, within a 
Tcry fhort fpacc of time, confefled him as their 
Lord, whom they had rejefted as an impoftor, and 
crucified as a blafphemer. Probably the very per- 
ibns ftood forth the witnefles for his crofs, who 
*had moft contributed to nail him thereon. Sec 
Adlsii. 23—37. 

The fudden ability of illiterate men — of fo great 
a number — in a moment — and with perfection — 
to fpeak in all languages — to exprefs theipfelves 
with fuch propriety and force, as not only to be 
clearly underftood, but impreflive on tho con- 
fciences of the numerous foreigners then aflem- 
bled at Jenifalem from every nation under heaven — 
Such a phenomenon could not but ftrikc the hear- 
ers with aftonifhment, and afford an evidence of 
divine agency too incontefliblc to admit of a ra- 
tioDal doubt. But even this would only have ex- 
cited a momentary feniation of wonder and fur- 

prize. 
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prize, if tie fame Spirit ^ who gave the tongue to 
fpeak, had not opened the ear to .hear, and the 
heart to underftand. hiftantly^ and with the deep- 
eft convi<9:ions of the truth, their confciences were 
pierced, as with a fword, and they cried out under 
the word, Men a fid brethren what Jhall we do? 
Afts ii. 37. They immediately received the foe- 
deral rite of baptifm, joined themfelves to the de- 
fpifed followers of the crucified Nazarene, and 
were received into the bofom of the Cliriftian 
Church ; far taking in the apoj/les^ doSrine and f el- 
Jowjhip, and in breaking of bread and in prayer. 
Speedily they filled Jcrufalem with their doctrine, 
to the inexpreffible joy of the poor, to whom the 
gofpel was preached, and to the excitement of the 
deepeft malignity and wrath in th*e pharifces and 
fcribes, the rulers of Ifrael, whofe earthly, fenfual 
hearts perfifted in the reje61ion of the counfcl of 
God againft their own fouls. Let infidels read, 
blafphemc and tremble ! 

Two events naturally flowed from thefe com- 
mencements. 1. The exafpcrated fpirit of the 
enemies of Chrift fought to ftrangle in the cradle 
the infant church. A fierce perfecution arofe from 
the Jewifli zealots, and Stephen led the way to the 
noble army of martyrs. ^Adls vii. 60. 2. Dif- 
perfed in order to fave themfelves from the rage of 
their enemies, many of the difciples fled from Je- 

rufalcm 
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rufalcm into the different parts of Palefline, and 
the adjacent territories, and wherever they went, 
carried with them the tidings of falvation through 
their crucified Lord, and, as we learn from the 
A6ls of the Apoftlcs, with the mod prodigious ef- 
fedls. Some alfo of the firft converts who had re- 
turned from Jerufalem, after the day of Pentccoft, to 
. their fevcral abodes, widely difpcrfed the iame 
blefled truth, which they themfelves had been 
taught by the power of the Holy Ghoft. The fuc- 
ccfs of fome of thefe among the Jews at Damafcus 
awakened the bigot fury of the zealot Saul. Am- 
bitious of a commiffion from the high-prieft to 
feize, imprifon, punifh, and bring in chains to Je- 
rufalem, any whom he fhould find in that city 
converts to the'chriflian do<5lrine, reeking with the 
blood of the martyr Stephen, and filled with all 
the pride of brief authority, with which he had 
been invefted, he is ready to^ dart on his prey. 
The iflue is well known, and affords one of the 
moftflriking inflances ever recorded of the power 
of the grace of Chrift over the mofl blind, bitter 
and obdurate of mankind. 

I pafs rapidly over the fimple, beautiful narrative 
of tranfa<5lions recorded in the A6ls of the Apof- 
tlcs. To thefe I (hall be called to advert more 
fully in a fubfequent page. Suffice it at prefent 
to remark the glowing zeal, the fervent charity, 

the 
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the noble diftntereftednefs, the holy walk> and the 
divine confblations of the Spirit, which marked the 
difciples as a body, and proved the genuinenefs of 
the faith which they profefled. 

The Church at Jerufalem fecms to have been 
under the prcfidence of the Apoftle James. Peter's 
pre-eminence either among the Jews in Paleftine, 
or the Gentiles in the nations, no where appears. 
And as to the idea of his being the founder and 
bifliop of the church at Rome, it is evident that 
it was raifcd by no labours of his, and a matter 
very doubtful whether he ever vilited that metro-- 
polis of the world. 

The great luminary avas now arifing to carry the 

• 

light of the cverlafling gofpel into the heathen na- 
tions, and to difplay a fccne of kbours and fuccefs 
unequalled in the records of the Chriftian Church. 
The wretch, who breathed nothing but thrcaten- 
ings and flaughter again ft the fold of Chrift, arreft- 
ed in his mad career, is fuddenly changed by the 
power of the Spirit of Jefus, from a perfecutor to a 
preacher, from Saul the murderer, to Paul the 
Apoftle of the Gentiles. The greater part of the 
Acts contains the account of his life and labours^ 
recorded by his faithful attendant, and companion 
in the work, Luke the Evangelifl. By his un- 
wearied 
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wearied exertions, in conjundion with thofe of his 
brethren engaged in the fame bleflcd work, the 
light of truth was in a very fhort fpace of time dif- 
fiifed through all countries of the immenfc Ro- 
man Empire, and even far beyond its remoteft 
bounds ; where flourifhing churches were planted 
innumerable, adorned with every gift and grace of 
the Holy Ghoft. The mod remarkable of thefe 
will come under our confideration when we enter 
into a more particular detail of the labours of thofe 
men of God, who went forth preaching every 
v>here\ confining indeed at firft the circle of their 
operations to their Jewiih brethren, but fhortly 
after unfolding, by particular order of their adora- 
ble Mafter, the gates of life to the Gentile world, 
and colletfting, from all kindreds, tongues, nations 
and languages, barbarian, Scythian, bond or free, a 
people to the eternal praife of the glory of his 
grace. 

An. 63. The hiftory of the A6ls of the Apoftles 
clofes with Paul's firft imprifonment at Rome, 
where he found a church already formed, to whofe 
eftablifhment his own beautiful epiftle had no doubt 
greatly contributed ; and which, during his con- 
finement, his labours of love abundantly enlarged. 
On his return to the fame place, under the tyrant 
Nero, he feems to have clofcd hii^ fhining career, 

and 
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and is (aid to have there fealed his teilimony with 
his blood. The ftate of the church during this 
period is chiefly to be drawn from the Adls of the 
Apoftles^ and the Epiftles of Paul, with fome addi- 
tions from thofe of Peter, James, John and Jude. 
Thefe authentic records we follow with confidence 
and certainty ; the moment we ftep beyond this 
facred circle, our materials are few^ and the autho- 
rity of them queftionable. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. in. 



THE r.IVES AND LAB CUES OP THE APOSTLES* 

DURING the lirft period of Chriftianity the 
lives and labours of the divinely qualified 
EvoDgeliils demand our particular confideration : 
as the ftate and govcrnn^ent of the church will 
bed appear in the courfe of their itinerancy, and 
the happy fuccefs of their preaching. 

. PAUL. 

Though called the laft to the apoftlefliip, term- 
ing himfclf but as an abortion, and coining a word 
on purpofc to exprefs his fenfe of his own diminu- 
tivenefs, Paul (lands allowedly in the firfl rank of 
cminQncc. In nothing behind the very chief of 
the apoftlcs, according to his own confeflion, and 
in my view, fhining in a fphere of peculiar fplcndor, 

ydut inter ignes 

Luua minores. 

• • 

whilft the generality of the others were chofen out 
of the lowefl orders of fociety, ay^i^iJiMToc^s ihcSJact, 
{\&s IV. 13.) men of no literary acquirements, 
Paul fcems to have been bom in the fuperior 

ranks 
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ranks of life : a Roman citizen by birtb, of Tarfus 
in Cilicia ; the fon of a refpedtable Pharifee, io a 
pure line of honourable defcent ; bis fiitber in a 
capacity to afibrd the firft education for his ion in 
the ichool of Jcrufalem, under the tuition of the 
learned Gaqialid ; and to fupport him many year* 
in the prafecution of his (hidies in this metropolis 
of Jcwifh learning and glory. His abilities were 
great as his ftation in life was refpe^ble ; and 
his proficiency in foientific attainments lingular; 
'^ above, fays be^ nianj of my equals in mine own na-* 
tion.** But his exemplary piety ftill more emi- 
nently adorned his youthful progrefs ; peculiariv 
obfervant of the Mofaic inflitutions^ he embraccid 
with zeal tbe traditions of the Elders^ and rigid in 
FluHriiaical prejudices^ he became on principle a de- 
termined perfecutor. He thought he wght to do 
manf things contrary to the name of J ejus of Naza^ 
reth ; which things he ardently purfued^ compel* 
ling the fed>le to blafpheme^ anc)^ Honing to death 
the fledfiift ; and being exceedin^y mad againft 
them, he perfecuted them* even to fbange cifiek' 
He bad been taught to regard the Son of Mary aa 
an impofldr and blafphemer, and to hate him. with 
a hatred peculiarly bitter^ as an apoflftt^ from tbo 
Law of Mofcs, and for attempting to dn^w away 
difciplcs after bim, tothedifhonourof Jejiovahand 
his divinely appointed inftitutions. In the very a6l. 
of favage purfuit after thcfe fuifering followers of 
Vol. L D the 
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the defpifed Galilean, the flrong arm of 
AN* 35. Almighty Grace arrefts him in his mid 

career. He hears the voice of Jefus, and 
flruck with the lightning of bis countenance, is 
caft proftrate on the earth before the adorable pcr- 
ibnagc whom he was perfecUling in his members. 
After three days fuffering the lofs of fight, andr 
deeper darkncfs and horrors of mind froiKi reflec- 
tions on bis own former condiid^, the healing hand 
of Ananias, and his yet more confolalory words, 
reflored him at once to the light of day and the 
light of life. The fcalcs which fell from bis feyes 
opeqed again a pal lage for the beams of the fun ; 
Wt a brighteir Sun (hone uppijx his heart, and that 
Jcfus whom he had fo bitterly perfecuted had^ivea 
him the light of the knowledge of his glwy., riNo 
moment^s delay retarded his open confefiim of hif 
glorified Lord ; he arofc ftraigbtway, and was bap- 
tifed in his name ; and as foon as his flrength, ex- 
baufted through fading and anguifh of mind, waa 
ceftoi?ed by peace of confcicnce and a return to big 
oecefiary food, he immediately commeDCcd his 
fhining courfe, and, holding up the Word o£ Light, 
proclaimed bim in the fynagogue as tbe Son of 
God, whom he bad blafpbemed as an impodor, and. 
whole worfhippcrs be had come thither 6a purpofc 
tb extirpate. I wifh the enemies to Chriftianity 
impartially to conHder the convcriion of the Apoilie 
F^ul, and all its concomitant circumfiaucea. This 

, will 
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will affiircdly be found among the many other evi- 
dences of the truth of our religion, fuch a one as 
will leave thofe without excufe who ncgledl Co 
great falvation. Their converfion, indeed, I am 
fully fenfible, can only be efFetflcd by the fame di- 
vine [iowcr which wrought in this arch-enemy of 
the Chriftian name, and if not in a way as miracu- 
lous, yet will be attended with evidence as real, 
that ** this hath God done, and we (hall perceive 
that it is his work." From'the firft burfting forth 
of this chofen vcflcl out of the womb of darkneft 
into Chrift's marvellous light, his activity in the 
caufe which he had embraced, exceeded the ardor 
of perfccution by which he had been diftinguifhed. 
He flew as with the wings of a feraph over the ha- 
bitable globe, and the vaftnefs of his fuccefs corre- 
f|)onded with the rapidity of his movements, and 
the indefatigable labours of his miniftry. From 
Damafcus to Arabia, Judca, Syria, Afia Minor, 
Greece, and round about unto Illyricum, he had 
fully preached the Gofpcl of Chrift. Returning 
with the fame unwearied diligence to vifit all the 
Qiurches his miniftry had planted, he received a 
divine intimation that he mud fhortly vifit Italy 
alfo ; and he extended his views into Spain. An 
eye caft over this immenfe trac^l of country will 
fill us with aftonifliment bow one man's labour 
could fill fo extenfivc a fphcrc, and demonftrates 
how much may be done when the Spirit ot Jefus 

D 2 animates^ 
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animates, and the benediction of the Holy Gboft 
accompanies the Gofpel word in power, and ia 
much aflurance« 

The particular enumeration of tl^c floQrtfhiog 
Churches collected by his Miniilry, wiU come mioro 
properly under our confkieration when we enter 
upon his Epiitles. He gratefully acIuiowIedgc& 
how greatly his bleiledi Mafi«r caufed him to 
triumph, and made nutmfcft by him the favour of 
his grace in every place, in Damaicus, Antiocb^ 
Ephefus, Philippi, Corinth, Galatia, the regions o^ 
Greece^ at Rome, the capital of the world, asd 
inoumerable other places, of which no records re^ 
main ; for tvety where he preached, and taught 
Jefus Chrift, and in evefy place the Sprit of God 
made his mintdrations the (avour of life unto life* 

There is one particular I may not forget, and 

which we Gentiles are bound to acknowledge with 

peculiar thankfuineis ; that be is emmeotly en/ 

Apoffle. The other Apoftles redridied their la- 

boxirs, at lealt for a while, lo the Jews only, (A6^ 

11. 19.) anct it required a particular revelation to 

engage Peter to vifit Cornelius, (Adls, cb. %.) nor 

did that cafl down the wall of fepaditipn, but was 

regarded as a fingular cafe. It was refenred for 

Paul, by an exfu^fs vifion, to be fcnt finom the 

Tofiiplr far off unto the Gentiles^ Yet evea hs» 

ia 
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ill compltaiice with the refpedl he bore to biB 'bre« 
thren after the flefh, commenced with the fyna* 
gogue; being there rcjcdled, leaving them without 
excufc, be turned to the heathen, and among them 
neaped tbat abundant harveft, the happy effedls of 
which are continued unto this dav. We (hall fee 

m 

in the eonfideration of the nature of the Churches 
formed hy him, what oppofition he met from his 
Jcwifh brethren in many places, and rejoice in the 
decree which iettkd Cbriftiaa liberty and equal 
privileges. 

A Qiiniftry of more than thirty years was termi- 
nated, it is probable, by martyrdom. Oo 
AX. 6Q. his fecond vifit, as a prifoner, to Rome, 
he confiders hirofdf as ready to be offered 
up, and chcarfblly prepares to feal with his blood 
the teftimpny he had borne. T regard Paul as the 
firft of human beings, to whom more- are indebted 
for falvation, under the Great Head of the Church, 
than to any other creature. If his labours and 
preaching, as recorded, be taken into the account— 
if we confidcr his EpifUes to the feveral Churches, 
the ineftimably blefled cffedls of which muft be felt 
aaid aci^iowljedged in all Churches to the end of 
tjme-«?-if we mark the precifion and cicarnefs with 
which the charadteriflic doiSlrines of tho Gofpel 
therein aredifplayed— and theinfinitelygreaterblef-' 
lings derived from them to the Chriftian world in 

D 3 general. 
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general; beyond all that ii^dividunl Churches, tof 
which they were addtefled, could i>^ih\y have 
reaped — who is there that hath ever, lincetbe day 
of their prpmuljoption, but bleflcd the Great Head 
of the Church for the Apoftle Paul ? — I do not put 
Sami, before his name, to ennoble him, for that 
title he enjoys only in cornn^on with every believer. 
There is not an individual joined to the Lord in 
one fpirit, but is cal/ed to be a Saint. With regard 
to Paul, he nnight juilly fay of bimfelf^ I am more; 
in labours, fufFcring, blefling, fuccefs, railed above 
his fellows. The ridiculous diftind^ion of a red let- 
ter in the-calendar, he would haye treated as con-: 
tdinptibly «s any man can poffibly dp it for him. 
Aa the chief of finners, he gloried in being laved 
by grace ; and having much forgTven, he endea-* 
vonrcd to expreft his fenfibility, by labouring more 
abundantly than they all. His judgment, like that 
of every other poor (inner, is with God, the judge 
of all. I expc^l to fee him firil at the right hand 

of his Divine Mailer* 

» • 

PETTER. 

Ptter, though nbt the firft called to apoftlefliip, 
nor probably the chief in honour, eminence and 
uiefulneft, ranks high in the facred college. Zea- 
lous for his divine Matlcr : intrepid in fpirit ; the 
tirfl in forwardnefs ; and acknowledged as HtntXig 

the 
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the diirf piUars of the Church, by one of its moil 
competent judges, Peter (lands next to Paul in the 
rank of the noble army of martyrs and confcflbrs. 
No man during our Lord's life exprefled flrongcr 
attachment to him, followed him with greaterfirfe- 
lity, or (he^ved on every occafion, but one, a foul 
more devoted to his honour and fervice. When 
his Mafter's refnrre6tion was announced, his eager 
fpirit led him among the foremoft to run to the fc- 
pulchre; and to him of all his Apoftles, the Lord 
of Life and Glory was picafed firft to manifeft him- 
felf^ after his vnftory over the grave. He needed 
this token of favour to bind up the wounds of his 
broken heart, after his late fudden, and fearful fall. 
Who is fafc from temptation when fuch a mim 
gives fuch an humiliating evidence of human in- 
firmity ? 

He appears after the dcfccnt of the Holy Ghoft 
among the moft intrepid witneilcs for his adorable 
Lord, and the bold accufcr of his betrayers and 
murderci-s. His zeal, his fuffcrings, his fuccefs, 
on the very firll day of Pentecoft, and all his fub- 
fequent conduct, prove how'juftly he merited the 
regard in which he was held by "^hi Church at Je- 
rufalem. The Afts of the Apoftles record in a vofy 
great part of them the labours of tliis worthy of 
the true Davids ♦ ' "'" - ' ' ' 

D4 • He; 
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He, like his brethren, was for a while dill under 
the reftridlivc bond of confining the preaching oi 
the Gofpcl to the Jewifh pale. An immediate rc« 
velation from God, which fcnt him to Cornelius, 
was not fufHcient entirely to fiibduc his prejn* 
dices ; and though afterwards he flood up to vin- 
dicate Grentile liberty, he himfclf feemed flill too 
partial to his Jewifh brethren, and received at An- 
tioch the jufl rebuke of Paul for his diliimulation. 
llie be(l of men are not without blame; andgi'ace 
of the mofl enlarged meafure may not wholly era- 
dicate education«'d prejudices. Yet he triumphed 
over them at lafl^ and his Epidles-appear addrcfled 
to the Grentile converts fcattered through Pontiis, 
Gfllatia, Cappadocia, Afia, and Bithynia, who had 
probably fhared the benefits of his miniAry, and 
through whom, to the lateft ages, the Church will 
receive the edification of thofc beautiful letters, 
though immediately written for the ufe oi his co- 
temporaries. 

• I 

m 

It feems to have been a matter decided by the 
Church refpeding the two itinerant Apoftles, that 
Paul (hould go to the Gentiles, and Peter to the cir- 
cumcifion. I fuppofq there was great wifdom herein 
£iplayed. The flrong prejudices cnteitained by the 
Jews agatnfl Paul rendered him peculiarly obnoxi- 
ouv^imI would make them more indifpofed to re- 
ccite his msniflry : whilft Peter, from having ex- 
preflfed a ptrtiality^ fbmethnes even blameable^ for 

his 
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hag brethren after the flefb, was more likely to en- 
gage their attention, and conciliate their regard. 

Reffied^ing the 'fphcre of his labours, we have no 
authentic records, except the Ads of the Apoftles 
and his own Epiflles. In thele his fenices appear 
to have been eminently ufeful in Judea and Samaria, 
We find him at Antioch ; and probably through 
all Afia Minor he had preached to tfaofe to whom 
be dire<fted bis two Epifiles. It is highly probable 
that the £a(l was the great fceoc of his labours^ 
where the remnant of the twelve tribes had left a 
numerous pofteri^; and I hare been led to fup«^ 
pofcj that the if ty BaSvkM¥i oinf x^ix/iff 1 Pet/ v. 13« 
which we tranflate, ** The Churck which is at Ba^ 
hylon ek& together with youy^ as jcrined with •* Mar* 
cm myjim^ was either bis. wife^ whom he had mar- 
ried at Babylon, probably in the courfe of his mi« 
niftry, or the Church there planted by his labours ; 
for fuch appears the natural A^iiic of the words* 
The idea that this refers to Rome fcenis a moft 
unfounded interpretation. No vcftige appears, in 
the A£ls of the Apoftles, the £pi files of Paul, or 
his own, of his having ever vifited the weilcm re** 
gions, nor does Rome ever appear in any of them 
under this title. The trumpod-up tradition of 
after*times, . to give dignitjr and prc« emineoco to 
that metropolis of the world, with all the- horrid 
abuies which have flowed from^ it, hath ever ap* 

peared 
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peared to me among the frauds, againft which, 
whoever reads ecclefiaftical hiftory muft be cobti- 
nually on their guard. He will fee, from EufcbiuS 
to Bellarmine, a tiiltie of improbable fidlions, to 
give dignity to a Church which is truly the mother 
6f harlots and of all abominations. His contcft 
with Simon the forcerer, and miraculous vidory, 
are among the apocryphal tales of the credulous 
ecclefiaftical hifterian Eufebius. That he fihifhed 
biff coorfe as a martyr ft>r thofe truths which he fo 
2ealouily preached is highly probable, not merely 
as the report of tradition, but as it feems prcdi6led 
by bis bleflcd Mafter. John xxi. IQ, but of the 
time^ the manner, and place of his death, we have 
no authentic record. 

Of the other Apoflles of the Lord, the Scrip- 
tures make but a fcanty mention ; and little credit 
18 to be paid to the febles concerning theip, which 
the after ages invented to fupply the lack of other 
evidence. 

ANDREW 

< 

Was the firft called to the aponicfhip. He had 
attended the miniflry of JoHn the Baptifl, and 
hearing him point out Jefus, when he paflcd by, 
aft the Bamb of God, he, with a companion, im- 
jmtdiately followed him ; and the conVcrfation of 

the 
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the Great Mailer that day convinced him of his 
true cbaradler, as the Chrifl. A difcovery fo impor- 
tant could not dwell in liis bofom a moment con- 
cealed : he haflcttcd to impart it tp his own bro- 
ther Simon, and eagerly introiduced him to an ac- 
quaintance with the Meffiah. All the days of his 
Mafter's abode upon earth, he was his faithful fol* 
lower, and conilant attendant ; and he is men- 
tioned by name as among thofe who continued in 
prayer to their adorable Lord at Jerufaleii), for the 
promife which he had left them, A6ls i. 13. His 
labours, no doubt, were correfpondent to his fta- 
tion, though no divine record informs us of the 
peculiar fcene of his miniftry. Churches ambitious 
pf having Apoftles for their founders, traced often 
their origin from fburces which they fiippofecj 
would dp them honour. Since fuperftition has 
bowed its head, the real Clirillian no longer prides 
himfclf in the dignity of his Church, but is alone 
folieitous that he ftiould be found in Chrift, and 
faithful unto death. 

JOHN 

Was the beloved difciplc. Jefus was a man : 
^miablenefe engaged his aftcction. John lay in his 
bofom. IJe was admitted to the glorious fcene of 
transfiguration on the Mount, and to behold the 
'more awful fpedlacle of the agony in the garden. 

He 
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faithful attachment withheld him from de« 
fcrtiDg his Maflw at the lad tr}'ing confiidL 
Though he ihared in the momentary panic, when 
all his. difciples foribok him, and fled, he was the 
fhrft to recover from the coniiernation : he followed 
Chriil into the High Prieft's Palace ; and ftood by 
Ills crofs at the mournful fcene of crucifixion. To 
bim the dying Lord commended his agonizing 
mother ; and honoured by the charge, he imme<* 
diately took her to his^ own home, and provided 
for her as a dutiful fon. After Chrift*s refurrec-r 
tion, he was the firft to run. to the tomb on the 
report of the women. Love added wings to his 
feet, when he outran Peter: and what he faw fcems 
to have engaged his credit to the tefiimony wliich 
j^e had heard. • 

He appears among the zealous confeflbrs at Jcm 
rufttlcm, and Peter's companion at the Temple : 
great in the miracles wrought by^him, great in the 
teflimony born to his adorable Mafter, great in 
fuffering for his name's fake. Yet of his life, re- 
riiarkably extended, we have few authentic par-- 
ticulars. His Gofpel, Epiftles, and Revelations, 
breathe a fpirit of diftinguiihed love and honour 
for his glorious Lord ; and ftand the living monu- 
ments of God, the Spirit, fpeaking in him and by 
him, for the edification, comfort, and inilru6lion 
pf the Cbiifch to the lateft ages. 

He 
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He feems, with his brethren the Apoftles^ to 
have long fpent his labours among his countrymen 
in Paleftine, and to have (harcd in their fufierings. 
The Revelations fpeak of him as banifliecl to the 
Ifle of Patmos fqr the teilimony of Jefus ; but 
where he chiefly lived, or where, or how he died, 
we have no authentic record. It is faid he was 
martyred at Ephcfus, about three or four years after 
his return from banifhment. (About An. 100.) 

The tradition refpeAiog this great Apoftle,*of his 
flying from Cerinthus the heretic in the bath, how^ 
ever juliifiabic abhorrence of an apoftate from truth 
may be, comes through Irencus after a third gt* 
neration. Tertullian^s caldron of boiling oil, from 
which he is faid to have efcaped, appears alike apo- 
cryphal. Thefc fuppofititious miracles add nothing 
to the Church's glory. The Ads of the Apoftles 
furniih fuch abundance — ^tbe conftant miracle of 
tongiles — the power of communicating the fame 
miraculous gifts to others — render thefe tradition- 
ary, unfupportcd relations as doubtful as they are 
ufelefs. They do but weaken inftcad of ftrength% 
ening the caufe. Chriftiaoity lofes nothing of its 
divine evidence, by our acknowledgment of the 
credulity, pious frauds, and fiditious records, 
which, through the weaknefs of ibme, and the wick- 
ednefs of others, appeared very foon after the 
Apoftles* days. 

His 
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His purfuit of a youth, his convert, whom he re- 
covered from robbers, and brought to repentance, 
has as little authenticity as the reft, and is as nccd- 
lefs. No doubt, numerous, and ^s lingular con- 
verfions as this were wrought by the Apoftlc*s mi- 
niffry among young and old, as is by our own thid 
very day. The ftory may be true or falfe ; it is 
trivial, and hardly dcferving a place in hiflory, 

Of two of the Apoftlcs bearing the name of 
James, the one the fon of Zebedee, and the other 
of Alpheus, called alfo the brother of the Lord> 
^Gal. i. 19.) we have the tcftimony of Luke that 
the firft was numbered with the noble army of 
martyrs ; and of Jofephus, that the fecond followed 
his example. 

James, the fon of Zebedee, fell one of the firft 
vidlims to jewifh prejudice and enmity. To gratify 
the chiefs of the Sanhedrim, and thofc under their 
influence, he was flain at Jcrufalem with a 
AN. 44. fword. The account given Acts xii. make:5 
* no mention of his accufcr converted by him^ 

and inflantly executed with him. The traditions 
of Eufcbius, the more thcv arc examined the Icfs 
llamp of authority they bear. The man who dared 
(hed his blood for the teflimony of Jefus Chrift 
muft, by his zeal, labours, and fuccels in turning 
mapy from durknefs unto light, and from the' 

power 
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power of Satan unto God^ have wrought conver* 
iiuns more and more lingular than this late re- 
ported fiory. Herod Agrippa, like other bafe and 
cruel politicians^ thought th'efe facrifices to popu- 
lar refentment a cheap way of reconciling the 
people to his tyranny. 

The Lord's brother^ the other James, was mar- 
tyred, according to the account of Jofephus, dur- 
ing the change of Governors from Feftus to Al- 
binu8,whcn the High Pried Annanus, feizing a mo- 
ment of brief authority, cited and condcmnc<l him 
for blafphemy, and had him immediately ftoned on 
the fpot. He was diftinguiflied by ihe title of 
Ae Jujiy the nobleft a mortal can bear : ixmX the 
oniveHally admitted excellence of his charaAcr, ' 
made his execution to be abhorred and his> mur- 
derer cenfured, even by thofe who bore no good 
will to the Cbriftian name. 

Of the labours and death of the other Apoftles, 
hiftory fumifhes no authentic materials. Tradi* 
tion carries Thomas to tha coaft of Malabar ; and 
tales 2S unsupported give others their fevcral dif- 
triiS^s ; bot I rather fuppofe the truth to be, that 
their live^ were fpent in preaching through Ju<lea; 
Galilee, and Samaria, as it is evident, that, for a long; 
time, the Gofpel was almod wholly confined to the 
$3niagogue, and the Apoflles devoted to the fcr- 

... vior 
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tioc of their Jcwifli brethren. The Difperfion, 
whieb 18 marked as happening on the martyrdom 
of Stepbepi ihews^ that except occafional calls and 
cxcurfionsy they had ufaally kept together at Jeru^ 
ialem and its vicinity ; and if we conlider the ny^ 
riadsy (A6ls xxi. 20.) who in that city were called 
to the obedience of the faith, we (hall fee there 
was abundant employment for many zealous and 
faithful labourers. 

A multitude of worthies have their names re- 
corded in the Adls of the Apoftles, whole itine- 
lant labours, with tbofe of Paul, had the mod 
powerful tendency to fpread the Chriftian feith. 
On thefq I am prevented from dwellings left I 
iwell a fummary into a volume. One peculiar 
perfonage I would, however, not leave unnoticed, 
lis having given occafion to {o much fuperftition 
and idolatry, without a tittle in the Book of God 
to countenance the abominable practice. 

MARY, 

The mother of Jcfus, is never once mentioned 
in the' facred records after the day of Fentecoft, and 
but once after his refurre(5lion. The compalHonate 
Redeemer had commended her to the care of the 
Wloved John, and he had taken her to his own 
Iioule as his mother. She, with the other women, 

attended 
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attended the prayer meetings, with the Apoftles, 
filent and iindiftinguifhed in the crowd ; an4 after 
that is heard of no more. Not a trace of an^ pe- 
culiar honour, or refpe<5t, appears paid to her me- 
mory, alive, or dead. She muft have heen at that 
time pretty far advanced in age, and not improii- * 
bably iinifhcd her race, not in her hou(e at Na- ' 
zareth or Loretto, careful of the facred porringer, 
but under the roof of her adopted Ion at Jcrufa- 
lem. She has been peculiarly marked as the Virgin 
Mary, and that (he was a Virgin Mother we have 
divine authority ; but that fhe continued fuch, ap- 
pears not at all probable. That Jofcph knew her 
not before fhe brought forth her firft-bom foo, 
feems to imply connubial union afterwards. There 
is not the leaft fcriptural realbn for the contrary. 
Neither Jofeph nor Mary feem to have ha<l explicit 
knowledge of the real dignity of the child born, 
and of the fon given to them ; however high their 
expe6lations of his fliture eminence might bej 
nor would this at all forbid their holy intercourie 
in marriage. The ridiculous idea of the fuperior 
fan^lity of a married pair living together in a ftate 
of virginity, has not the fupport of a word in the 
Bible, but the very reverfe is enjoined. The moft 
diftant fiip|>o(ition of the facft no where appears in * 
the Evangeliiis, and it is too abfurd to be made 
an article of Proteftant faith. Jefus being men- 
tioned as her firft-'born^ though not conclufive as 
Vol. I. E to 
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to the argument, may well lead us to fuppofe there 
were other children : The brethren of the Lord are 
ofteif mentioned, and though thefe may be re- 
garded as relatives, (landing in a more diilant line 
of confanguinity, yet there feems no reafon, as 
there appears no record to the contrary, why they 
(hould not have been his uterine brothers. His 
lifters are mentioned alfo with his mother. Matt. 
XV. 37 ; and he himfelf fpeaks of them all diftindl- 
ly, as Handing towards him in the fame real rela« 
tionfhip, Mark iii. 35 ; and, I confefs, I have not 
the leaft idea of Mary being a chara<5ler lefs efti- 
mable as a Mother than as a Virgin in any point 
of view ; but rather the contrary, when we regard- 
ed her as the married wife of Jofcph ; and, per« 
haps, after his death, of Alpheus. The progrefi 
and reign of fuperftition in the Chriftian Church, 
has probably in no cafe been more horribly mark- 
ed, than in the traditions invented, the honours 
paid, and the fupremacy afcribed to this good 
woman. But the hiftory of the Church is through- 
out deformed with thefe unfcriptural inventions. 
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CHAP. IV. 



•N TRS NATURE AND ADMINISTRATION OP THB 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH, AS RSCORDED IN THB 
NEW TESTAMENT. 

I AM entering on a fubje<ft of perilous enter* 
pri(e ; the fierce contentions, and innumerable 
volumes which have been produced on the occa* 
fion, betray at leaft the violence of the different 
partifans, if they do not caft a decifive light on the 
fubjedt. Probably if we well weighed the eflentials 
of Chriftianity, and in the unity of one fpirit, were 
above all things careful to maintain the bonds of 
peace, we (hould come nearer together on every 
material point, and in leflcr matters bear and for- 
bear ; content to leave to others what we claim 
ourfelves, a right of examining the facred records^ 
and depending upon the fpirit of truth for divino 
afiiftance to lead us into all truth. The luft of 
pre-eminence, the pride of life, and all the mifer- 
able objedls of this world's gain and advantages, 
wherever they feize on the mind, darken the un-* 
derftanding, and diftort the organs of vifion. 
Hence the fruitful fource of all the perverfion of 

the oracles of God. 

Ea That 
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That the Church of Chrift was fprcad with the 
. rapidity of lightning ; in a \'cry fhort fpace of 
time occupied the vaft extent of the Roman Em- 
pire, and pafled beyond its bounds into the moft 
. barbarous nations, we have the moft conchifive 
evidence. That' it had the moft powerful obftacles 
to contend with, from the various eftabliftied re- 
ligions — the ftrong hand of power — the whole of 
what is ftiled wifdom and philofophy, is equally 
admitted. Its Gon^|uefts thereibre muft have pro- 
ceeded from the divine energy attending the pro^ 
tnulgation of the Gofpel, and its own luminous 
evidence. F'or the pcrfbns immediately employed 
in the work, confidercd in themfelves, were con- 
fefledly the moft unlikely men in the world to have 
gained atttention, or procured converts ; and un- 
lefs the Holy Ghoft ferit down from heaven, had 
qualified them for their work, and accompanied 
their word with demonftration and power, how 
they fhould have ever fucceeded in their attempts 
feems utterly inexplicable. Even infidels them* 
felves muft admit, that fuch men producing fuch 
cffeAs, without Divine affiftance, would be an 
event as contrary to whatever has )'et happened 
in the world, as any of the miracles they are 
pleafed to reje<S: and ridicule. 

Wherever the Gofpcl was preached, and (inners 

converted to God, churches were formed for the 

"'**^ ' edification 
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edification of the body of Chrift. The whole was 
confidered as one body^ and acknowledged no other 
head but their mailer Chrift, and themfclves mem*^ 
bers one of another, aflually influenced and ani- 
mated by one fpirit, really dwelling in the mem- 
bers, as in the head ; without which, no individual 
could properly be called of the church, and no 
churcli have a place in the myftical body, which 
muft be the union of ally in one faith, as in one 
Lord^ This I regard as the facred clue, which 
muft lead us fafely through the labyrinth of all 
ecclefiaftical polemics, efteeming it an invariable 
axiom, that no man belongs to any Chrifiian Church 
who has not the fpirit of Chrift , and a fortiori^ that 
no-Church has any pretcnfions to be a living mem- 
ber of his body, which in its minifters and mem- 
bers, is not found joined to the Lord in one fpirit. 
A church, without evidence of the influence, and 
experience of the operations o{ the Holy Ghoft,: 
hath but a name to ^' live and is dead ;** and 
whatever may be its forms, pr however found its 
confeftions of faith, it hath no more title to be 
reckoned a Chriftian Churchy than a ftatue or a 
corpfe has to be efteemed a living man. 

The form in which the Church of Chrift ap- 
peared in the beft, the primitive age, under the 
immediate infpedlion of the Apoftlcs and Diiciples 
of the Lord, dcfervcs our coniideratipn. And here 

£ 3 drawing 



54 xMPAHTiAL RisTORr 01^ [Per. 1. 

dmwing around me the facred circle, I wiih to 
confine myfelf to the words of the Holy Ghofi^, 
without any regard to the traditions of men. And 
I {hall begin at 

JERUSALEM. 

This was the fruitful womb from whence ifCied 
the nol)le army of Martyrs, Confeflbrs, and Bvan- 
gelifts, who holding up the word of light, difiUied 
the brightnefs of the glory of God the Saviour to 
the ends of the earth. Thefe were the fruit of oup 
Lord's miniftry during his labotirs in Judea, and 
its adjacent countries. They confiiled of twdvd 
men, firft chofen, called Apoflles, or perfons fent : 
who were the conilant attendants of Jefus during 
his travels ; the witnefles of his miracles, and the 
auditors of his heavenly dffcourfes. To thefe were 
added feventy others, who were fent out to preach 
and teach ; but to the loft (heep of the Houfe of 
Ifrael only. They were" all endued with miracu- 
lous powers, and on their return from theif itiner- 
ancy through the nation, reported with triumph 
the wonders they had wrought. Whether thefe 
men and others who fucceeded \hem, had the 
power of working miracles at their will, I doubt : 
I rather think they pofiefled it only on peculiar 
occafibbSj- and under a fpecial impulfe firom the 
. ^6^ Gboftj diredting when and what they fhould 
WiL da 
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do. Thcfe were of the loweft order of the people. 
No ruler or Pharifee was found profeffing faith in 
Cbrifl; and if fontie really inclined to believe on 
him, or hefitated refpedling his character, they 
dared not openly avow what they felt, leaft they 
ihould be put out of the Synagogue. Thus 
Jofeph of Arimathea and Nicodemus were only 
his difciples fecretly for fear of the Jews : by foch 
men, however, and fuch means the mod powerful 
cffeds were produced, and though the fruit of 
their miniftry during the life of their Mafter little 
appears, yet a preparation was made for the recep- 
tion of their teftimony, when Jcfus glorified fent. 
down the mighty efFuiion of his Spirit on the wit- 
nefles whdm be had chofen. Above five hundred 
brethren were fummoned to behold our Lord's 
afcenfion into Heaven : and we can hardly fup- 
pole that any real difciple, capable of travelling, 
would be abfent on that occaiion. Of thefe, 
many who belonged to the more diftant towns 
and villages probably returned to their own homes 
and families, expe<Sling the great event which had 
been predicted; whilft about an hundred and 
twenty abode at Jerufalem, and with Mary, and the 
other women kept their folemn aflemblies there 
for prayer and fupplication, waiting for the pro- 
raife of the Father when they ihould be baptifed 
with the Holy Ghofl, as their Mafter hhd affured 

E4 - them 
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them (Adls i. 4, 5.) no^ many (Jays hence. In this 

interval the Apoftlcs filled up their number by the 

« 

admiflion of Mathias into the room of Judas, at)d 
out of the two felc6lcd by fuftrnge after folemn 
prayer, and appeal to the I^rd for direftion, he was 
by lot numberexl among the twelve to complete 
the iacred college. 

The glories of the day of Pentccoft I (hall pafs 
over, in order to reft upon the bleflcd effects as 
they regard the Church, not dwelling on the mi- 
raculous powers communicated, but chiefly on the 
mighty influence of the Gofpel word upon the 
confciences of men. In virtue of which the greilt 
additions were daily ir^ade of fuch as (liould be 
faved. Three thoufand believed the firft day, and 
myriads followed them. (A6ls xxi. 20.) Of thefe 
the whole body were of one heart and of one mind ; 
fteadfaftly continuing in the Apoftles' do6lrineand 
feIlo>v(hip, and in breaking of bread and in prayers, 
endued with fuch a fpirit of love and liberality as 
engaged a generous diftribution of their fubftance: 
and though I apprehend no community of goods 
as a general right ever entered into any true Chrif- 
tian's mind, yet the ufe of them became common 
by the fpirit of thofe who had pofl^eflions and fold 
themj and diftributed the produce among their 
diftreiled brethren as every man had need. 

The 
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The hnmcnfity of this body affords us two vicwi 
of their church orden 



1. As necejfarily diftributed into various congre^ 
grations ; no one place being capable of containing 
fuch myriads^ nor any one Bilhop or Elder fuffi- 
cient to adminifler the facred ordinances among 
them. We accordingly find them breaking bread 

from houfe to houfe^ A6ts ii, aQ. preaching and teach- 
iiig in every houfe, Adls v. 42. which fcems to de- 
icribc the manner of the Church at Jeruialem. 

2, Thefe feveral Houfe Churches formed one 
united body under the prefidcnce of James^ and 
not Peter, A6ls xv. 13. He was at the head of 
the firft council. To him Paul addreflcd himfclf^ 
(A6ls xxi. 18,) when all the Elders or Pre£byten 
being aflembled by him, he reported to them the 
happy fuccefs of his miniftry among the Gentiles. 
The neceflity of a prcfidcnt where fo great a num- 
ber of Elders rcfided, and fo many congregation* 
were formed, feems as natural for the prefcrvatioa 
of order tis it appears adlually the cafe in this mo- 
ther of all the churches. Rome as yet was wholly 
Pagan. 

But many obfcrvances in the Church of Jerufa- 
lem yet remained among the Jewifh converts, 
never defigncd as a model for thq^ Gentile churches. 

Thefc 
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Tbete were all zealous for the law^ A&s xxi. 20* 
nor did they fuppofe themfelves exempted from 
any of its obligations. They kept the JeAvilb fab- 
bath, circumcifed their children, attended the 
temple worfhip and the fynagogues, and in all 
things fcrupuloufly followed the Mofaic ritual ; 
probably with greater ftridlnefs than their Jewifti 
brethren. Yet, they maintained at the fame time ' 
the dodrines of grace, met on the firft day of tha 
week for Chriftian ordinances ; and though they 
regarded the Jewifh ceremonies as not yet abro- 
gated, they looked for their acceptance with God, 
Hot from the deeds of the law, but from the righte- 
oufnefs of faith. This is evident in Paul's fubfe- 
quent converlation with Peter at Antioch, when 
be had caufe to rebuke him ; and he was to be 
blamed. Gal. ii. 15, l6. The middle wall of par- 
tition had not been yet taken down. 

The care of the poor widows led to the inftitu- 
fion of Deacons. This originated in a complaint 
df real or fuppofcd partiality in the diftribution of 
the alms of the faithful to the native Jewifli wi- 
dows, in preference to the Helenifts. AAs vi. 1. 
The Apoftles being themfejves too much engaged 
to attend to thefc temporal concerns, recommend- 
ed it to the Church to elcdl fcven perfons for the 
difcharge of this office. Thefe were accordingly 
chofen by general fufFrage, not for eachjefaraie 

corigregaiion^ 



Cent I.] VB eHtT&CR OP CBRIS*. S§ 

I 

smgregafunty but for the whole hdy: and by the 
ApofUes^ after ibiemn prayer and impofition of 
bands appointed to this fervice. 

Though the care of the widows was immediately 
entrufted with thefe, it prevented them not from 
being employed in other labours of love. Philip 
was an Evangelift, and Stephen a like zealous ad« 
Vocate for Chrift and his caufe. In confequence 
of his boldneft in the fynagogue of the libertines, 
A6ts vi. 9. the blood of this firft martyr was 
fhed by the fury of his bigot enemies : and a great 
and general perlecution following, all the principal 
difciples were difperfed, except the Apoftlcs, who 
remained at Jerufalem, A6ls viii. 1. Thefe flying 
in different directions, every where preached the 
Grofpel, and with great faccefs through Judea^ 
Galilee and Samaria, and fome as far as Antiocb^ 
Damafcus, Phcnicc and Cyprus, yet to none but 
to the Jews only. 

The fuccefs of Philip at Samaria, brought down 
to his aid Peter and John from Jcnifalem, con* 
firming the fouls of the faithful, and confounding 
the forcerer Simon Magus, by whom the people 
had been long feduced. A flourifhing congre^ 
gation with miraculous powers was there cfla- 
blifhed. On their return, the villages around 
enjoyed the fruit of their labours. They were 

village 
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village preachers, highway ])rcachcrs^ and wcr^ 
not aflianied. 

A lingular event contributed to convey the 
Grofpcl to Ethiopia, by the fudden eonverlion of a 
great perfonage of the coi>rt of Queen Candace, 
through the preaching of Philip, AcSls-a*. 26 — 38, 



Many ridicule fudden co7rverJio7is. But it will be 
ibund a bleflcd reality to this prefent day, that the 
IruJy converged m general can remember the time 
H'hen, the place where, and the perfon by whom 
they were firft called into marvellous light, and 
received the faving knowledge of their crucified 
Lord. The herd of Chriftians who look to the 
parifh regifter for the date of their chriftianity, are 
to be pitied for their ignorance ; and thofe ftill 
more, who as blind lead the blind, and teach that 
the water of baptifm which fprinkles the infant, ig 
all the regeneration he needs. 

Hitherto the Gofpel Church had been confined 
within the Jewifh pale, nor had the folitary tn- 
fiancc of Cornelius, aftonifliing as it appeared, that 
on the Gentiles alfo the Holy Ghoft fhould be 
poured out, enlarged the ideas of the Apoftles to 
Gxpe61:, that on the heathen at large the light of 
Chrift fliould (bine. The miraculous converfion 
of Paul, A6ls ix, produced no alteration in this be- 
half Though he preached bodly at Damafcus the 

moment 






Cent 1»] THE CHUBCH OF CHBIST. 6\ 

moment his eyes were opened, it was only in the 
fynagogues of the Jews, v. 29, and many years 
elapfcd in labours in Arabia, Jcrufalem, Tarfus, 
Damafcus and Antioch, before he received his 
commiflion at his (econd vifit to Jerufalem as aa 
Apoftle to the heathen ; and learned by an exprcfs 
revelation from his bleflcd Lord, that the Gentiles 
were to be fellow heirs, and of the fame body, and 
partakers of his proniife in the Gofpcl. 

QF THE GENTILE CHURCHES. 

The Gentile Churches were chiefly formed by 
the labours of Paul, and the itinerant Evangelifts, 
his companions. 

At Antioch a great number of perfons had be- 
lieved aqd turned to the Lord, Gentile profe- 
lytcs as well as native Jews, through the miniltry 
of thofc who had been driven from Jeruialem, 
A6ls xi. 19. This intelligence reaching the Apof- 
tles, Barnabas was difpatched to (Irengthcn their 
hands. The work exceedingly increafing, he re- 
folved to go to Taifus, and engage Paul as his 
aflociate ; and their united labours were crowned 
with Angular fucccfs. There firft the difciples 
diflinguiflied by their zeal and numbers, received 
the honoured, fhall I fay, or reproachful name of 
Chrl/itafis. The Greek word %^]uccii(r(xi A6ls xi. 26, 

feems 
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ieems to intimate that the appellation was from 
Heaven ; but if their en^nies gave it them as a 
term of reproach, they bound it as a diadem to 
their brow, and gloried to be called afler the name 
as to refemble the image of their Lord. 

The neccflities of the poor, the perfecuted, and 
numerous faints at Jerufalem, led Barnabas and 
Paul thither with liberal contributions from An- 
tioch. They could not but feel their obligations 
to thofe from whom all their fpiritual bleffings 
flowed. This was the tribute, not to fuperior do- 
minion, or the exaction of authority, but the vo- 

• 

luntary oblation of fraternal love, and the genuine 
exprefiion of communion, with their afHidted and 
fufFering brethren, A6ls xi. 28. And they received 
a rich reward, for now the divine commiffion ifliied 
to level all diftin6lion between Jew and Grentile, 
Barbarian, Sc3rthian, bond or free. Returning 
therefore to Antioch, the fcene of their labours, 
the word of Grod under their miniftry ran and had 
free courfe and was glorified, A6ls xii. 24. 

The Church of Aniioch, Adls xiii. i, is repre- 
fented as one body, immcnfe as the converts were, 
and favoured with Evangelifts as numerous as 
eminent, Barnabas, Simeon, Lucius, Manaen 
brought up with Herod the Tetrarch and Saul. 
Thefe furcly cannot be fuppofed to have employed 

all 
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all their labours in thi*. fame congregaUon, apd much 
Icfs to have been joint-paftors ot a jin^la church. 
I am rather induced to think, that many congre- 
gations were raiiiM^ though in the unity of ong 
church. 

But now the blcflcd time was come for a more 
general and glorious communication of the Gofpel 
to the Gentile world. It was no ea(y matter to 
break through Jcwifh prejudices. The Holy 
Ghoil therefore cfpeciaily commanded to feparatc 
Paul and Barnabas for the particular work^ to 
which he had appointed them, A61s xiii. 3. Thcfe 
with proper afliftants immediately ilTued forth in 
the name of the Lord ; and in a vaft circle through 
Seleucia^ Cyprus, P&phos, Pcrga, Antioch in Pifi- 
dia, abujidantly enlarged the pale of the Chriftian 
Church by their indefatigable labours They 
chiefly at firft confined themfelves to the bouod^ 
ries of the iynagogue; yet colleAed thither « 
numerous audience of Gentile profelytes, ch* xiii. 
43. The envy and enmity of the Jews buroed 
like fire; they could not bear to fee the whole city 
aflembled to hear the word of God. Contradict- 
ing and blafpheming, they fought to prejudice the 
multitude againfl Paul and Barnabas; whilfi they 
waxing bolder, v. 46. under the pcrfccution, fo- 
lemnly took their leave of thofe who, rejcAing thjC 
word of truth, counted theinfeli[cs unworthy of 

eternal 
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eternal life, and openly avowed their purpole 
hcRceforth of devoting thcmfelves to the fervice of 
their Gentile brethren. 

The ftorm of bigot fury now broke upon them. 
The Jews inftigated the rulers and their own de- 
votees, to expel them from their territories : whilft 
Paul and Barnabas left behind them the dull of 
their feet, to witnefeagainft their perfecutofs ; and 
a multitude of difciplcs filled with joy and the 
Holy Ghoft, to be their crown and glory in the 
day of the Lord Jefus. v. 52. 

The fame fuccefs, and the fame bitternefs of 
Jewifli malice attended them atlconium. eh. xiv.l. 
A while they firmly maintained their (land, v. 3. 
tUl enmity being roufed to violence, a meditated 
aflault to (lone them compelled their removal to 
Derbe and Lyilra, and the adjacent parts of Lyca- 
onia, which by this means enjoyed the preaching 
of the Gofpel-word — The wrath of man fhall praifc 
thee. Perfecution often tends to fpread the truth 
it meant to deftroy. Here the miracle of the im- 
potent man's cure expofed them to a fcene of in- 
tended honour, more terrible than all their re- 
proaches; but where the heart is unrenewed, thofe 
who were ready to worfhip them one day, are in- 
ftigated to murder them the next. The fame in- 
veterate Jews purfued them from' Antioch and 

Iconium 
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Iconium to Lyftra, floned the venerable Paul, and 
left him for dead ; (A6ts xiv. 29.) but his work 
was not done, and till then he was immortal. A 
miraculous refloration to life and foundnefs en- 
abled him to depart for Dcrbe, to plant a new 
church there ; and then undifmayed, to return 
through the former foene^of his fufFcrings, con- 
firming the faithful called by his miniftry, and 
providing for their edification comfort and ftabi- 
lity, by ordaining elders in every chinch with 
prayer and fading. (A6ls xiv. 23.) Returning 
through Pifidia and Attalia, they arrived happily 
at Antiqeh, communicating the glad tidings of 
their fuccefs, and of the Gentile Churches, which 
they had planted. I can only obferve here, that I 
find, in all thefe widely difperfed and numerous 
congregations, no mention made of any appoint- 
ment but that of frejbyiersy all cemented in one 
bond of union, under the fupcrvifal of the great 
itinerant evangelifts. 

The contention raifed at Antioch by the Ju- 
daizing Chriftians, (A6ls xv. !•) compelled Bar- 
nabas and Paul to go up to Jcrufalem, in order to 
confult with the Apoftles and Elders on this im- 
portant queftion. Whether Gentile Churches and 
Converts from the Heathen, were fiill bound by 
the Mofaical inftitutions. At Jeruf^lcm the caufe 
was folemnly difcufled before James, who prelided, 

Vol. I. F and 
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and all ^c other apoilles, elders, and brethren ; 
and according to the unanimous fufFrage of the 
flflembly, James pronounced a definitive decree in 

■ 

favour of Gentile liberty from the yoke of bon- 
dage. The letter diretfled, (AAs xv. Q,^.) in the 
name of the Apoftles, Elders and Brethren, to the 
Church of Antioch, for ever fettled the contro* 
veriy. Thus often unforefeea good arifes from 
evil intentions fruftrated. 

Though James was not fuperior to Peter or the 
ether Apoftles, at Jerufalem, he had been evident- 
ly appointed to fill the placq of prefident«ds primus 
inter, pares. Yet, neither he, nor any of his apof^ 
tolic aflbciates, afTumcd to themfelves authority to 
decidef but by the fufFrage of the whole body of 
the Church, under immediate divine dire6lion. All 
arrogant pretenfions of a few to lord it over their 
brethren were then unknown. 

The report of the convcrfion of the Gentiles 
caufcd great joy in all the churches, and to all the 
brethren, as Paul and Barnabas paflTed to Jerufa- 
lem ; whilft the decree, which they carried back 
to Antioch, afforded fingular fatisfacSion and con- 
fblation to the Gentile converts. After a confider- 
able (lay at this favoured city, Paul and Barnabas 
planned a now excurfion to vifit the churches, 
which they bad planted^ and to encreafe their 

numbers 2 
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numbers ; when a trivial diipute^ wrought up into 
pailion, ended in a breach, which feparatcd them 
for awhile (A6ls xv. 39.) ; but probably the Lord , 
overruled this alfb for go^, and the churches 
were more profited by their diftin6l labours, than . 
if they had travelled in one company. It is beau* 
•tiful to obfcrve the fidelity with which the facred. 
hiftorians relate the faults of the greateft and beft 
of men. The treafure is in earthen veflels, that 
the excellence of the power may be fcen to be of 
God, and not of •us. 

Paul feems to have been in the right in his ob* 
jecSliona to Mark, however his warmth might be 
faulty ; and to have gone forth with the particular 
approbation of the brethren ; and to his travels, 
Luke the hifiorian, his companion, confines him-* 
felf. Syria and Cilicia were firfl vifited by him, 
confirming the churches. A&s xv. 41. Derbe %nd 
Lyflra were next blcflcd with his labours ; and 
Timothy, a favoured fpiiitual child of the Apoftle, 
chofen for his travelling companion. Being a Jew 
on his mother's fide, Paul circumcifed him, in or- 
der, it fc§ms, to render him more acceptable, or 
lefs obnoxious at leaft to the Jewifli brethren. Of 
his'conduft in this matter, I have feared, whether 
it may not be placed to the account of a too 
worldly compliance. Paul was a man like others, 
compafled with infirmities ; probably the firfl of 

F 2 human 



6B XMPARTIAX RiSToiY OF [Per. i; 

human bdngs^ but ftill of like paffions with his 
fellows. 

By this vifitation tlyj churches were eftablifhecl, 
and encreafed in number daily. A6ls xvi. 5. None 
had yet claimed a monopoly, or fuppofcd the 
church in the next town and village to be lefs rf^ 
true Church of Chrift than themfelves. They were 
hitherto,' all, one in Chrift JeJtiSi 

■ 

Phrygia, and the regions of Galatia, afforded a 
plenteous harveft, and were fitted with flourifhing 
churches. And now God, who is fovercign and 
the guide of all our ftcps, defeated their own in« 
tentions, and in a vifion directed them to a new 

t 

fcene of labours and ufefulnefs. They therefore 
croflcd the fea to Greece ; and Philippi, the chief 
city of that part of Macedonia, and a Roman co- 
lony, arrefled their attention. There Lydia was 
their firft- fruits ; and when (bme interefted maf- 
ters, of a pythonic or fortune-telling damfel, in re- 
fentment for the lofs they fuftained, (A6ls xvi. ig.) 
excited the multitude, and denounced them to the 
magiftratcs ; the ill ufage which they recpived, and 
the prifon to which they were committed, only 
ferved to turn the houfe of the jailor into a little 
Bethel, by the wondrous and inftantaneous con- 
verfion of himfcif and all his houihold^ 
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The Epiftle, fhortly after written to this Church, 
{hews it to have confifted of many congregations, 
fumifhed with bijhops and deacons: Phil. i. 1. 
The Epiftle to the Galatian» is addrefled to the 
Churches^ probably on a (imilar model. Our ideas 
are dclufive, when we fuppofe primitive churches 
hayfe a refeinblance to more modern ones. Pride, 
power, and pre-eminence, had not yet (hcd their 
baneful influence over thcfe apoftolic congrega- 
tions ; and though fuperiority of gifts, zeal, and 
uiefulnefs, muft ever have raifed fome above their 
fellows, they only becamq more eminent examples 
to the flock, inftead of aflliming -dominion over 
their brethren. It is evident the bifliops at Phi- 
Hppi, and in the churches of Galatia, could only 
have had tlie fuperintendancc and care of (i very 
fmall flock. Pbilippi itfelf not being the metro- 
polis even of a little province, thp Chriftians in it 
could bear but a fn^all proportion to the whole. 
They were gencr?illy alfo of thp poorer fort, though 
no church manifefted nobler liberality than the 
Philippians, fending once and again to the relief 
of Paul when in prifon. Their bifliops therefore 
muft have been confined to a very rcftridted 
iphere ; nor could it be oLhcrwife, if the bifliop 
attended to the mioutcft tranfa<5tions of the church 
over which he prefidcd : examined the catechu- 
mens, held the lovc-feafts, ancl knew intimately 
every member of his flock. 

F 2 Paul's 
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Paur« charaftcr, as a Roman citizen, being now 
difcovered, procured his difcharge from the goal 
of Philippi, at the rcqueft of the magiftratcs who 
had committed him; but who began to fear being 
called to account for the illegal abuie of their 
power ; expreffing no refcntment of his ill-uftgc, 
he took his leave of the brethren and 'deparfted. 
Amphipolis, Apollonia, and Theflalonica, fuccef- 
fively fliarcd his labours. The latter place appears 
to have eminently profited by his preaching ; and^ 
ad was ufually the cafc^ his fuccefs cxafperatcd his 
Jewifh enemies, and a tumult drove him to Bcrea 
by night, to efcape his pcrfccutors. 

• The church formed at Thejalonica he falutes in 
two Epiftlce, addrcfled generally to all the holy 
brethren^ without any diftindlion of perfons ; nor 
is there the lead mention of any church-rulers in 
either of the Epiftles. We may conclude, indeed, 
that in this capital of Macedonia, he ordained, as 
in other churches, prclbyters, orbifhops, (l TheflC 
V. 12.) names that at firft appear to have been fy- 
nonimous, as the moft elderly perfons were ufually 
preferred to be the ovcrfeers of the flock, and the 
teachers of their younger brethren. The high 
commendation given of the exemplarinefs of this 
church fpeaks to th^ir honour; and the tender 
cooGcrn exprefled for them, ift. Epift. Theff, 

chap. 
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ch. iii. 6. marks how near they lay on the Apo(ll«*8 
heart. 

BsKBA next recisived the Gofpel ; and their no-^ 
ble candour in the icarch of the Scriptures^ was 
crowned with a di^vinc convi(5lion of the truth, and 
a numerous hoft of converts ; but the fame enmity 
being there excited by his inveterate enemies the 
Jews, Paul was.fcnt ofFfecrctly to Athens to wait 
the arrival of his lefs obnoxious brethren, who 
probably tarried behind to put their church matv 
ters into the ufual order for edification^ before they 
joined the Apoflle. 

■ 

His ardent fpirit could not but be moved at the 
grofs idolatry he beheld ; and his confcious fup^ 
riority challenged the conflidl with the proud phi- 
lofbphers, and even confounded the Areopagites, 
leaving fomc folid proofs of his (hort mini^ry, iri 
that feat of learning and the mufes ; but it wl6 
at Corinth, whither he next migrated, that the 
Lord, having nmch people^ fent one to call then) 
out of darknefs into marvellous light. The amaz* 
ing progrcfs of the Gofpel, .encouraged a long 
continuance of his miniftry there. Soon driven 
■from the fynagogue, the Gentiles welcomed hiro, 
and a plenteous harvefl crowned his labours. That 
heathen wild^nefs budded and blolipmed as the 

Tofe. 
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To this flourifhing church we have two Epiftles; 
great gifts adorned them, but great divifions were 
introduced by falfe brethren ; and great offences 
afforded much fcandal to the Chriftian world. Tq 
corrcdl, to reform, to rebuke, to inllru6l, to edify,^ 
appears the Apofile's objc6l. The firft Epiftle is 
addreiled to the Church at Corinth, with all that in 
every place call on the Lord Jcfiis. The fccond in- 
cludes thefiilnts which are in all Achaia ; who pro- 
bably conftitutcd a part of the fame body. Their 
power to judge their own members is fuggefted, 
ch. iv. 12 ; and their obligation to excommuni- 
cate impenitent tranfgrcflbrs enforced, v. 1 5. Every 
church had a right to exercife difciplinc, to ad- 
monifti, to cenfure, or expel from the fociety of 
the faithful. Anti-chriflian pains and penalties of 
fpiritual courts were yet unknown. 

All the members were to joia in communion^ 
ch. x. *lo. after felf-cxamination, v. 28. I fee 
no trace of a written or oral experience delivered 
to the congregation. This is the commandment 
of men ; a Lrcditabic converfation is all the Church 
can demand. It is his own damnation if a man 
eats and drinks unworthily ; and fuch there were 
among them, v. 30. 

In this church it appears that all might prcaqh 
and prophecy, ch. xiv. 24 ; and it is evident by 

the 
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the cfFeAs produced on ftrangcrs who came in 
during their worftiip, that fomc were convinced 
and converted hereby. This therefore being fo 
delirable an object, a wife regulation is enjoined 
rcfpedling the preachers ; that they feek.thc edify- 
ing of the Church, and fpeak to be underftood, 
ch. XIV. 12 ; but if one ufes a tongue not gene- 
rally known, another muft interpret it to the au- 
dience ; and if there be no interpreter he muft be» 
lilcnt, V. 28. Thus two or three at every adl of 
worfhip may inftrudt, whilft the reft fit, by and 
judge, V. 29. fo that at different times, aJl one fy 
onCy may communicate and receive edification, 
V. 31. no church-ruler appears to controul this li- 
berty, nor his licenfc afked. And I can fee no 
feriptural reafon or injundlion to hinder any man, 
with the approbation of the congregation, from 
fpeaking for their inftrucftion. The cxclufion of 
women, v. 34. from becoming public teachers, 
feems to admit the right of any man who is qua- 
lified and approved ; and this qualification every 
Chriftian brother, v. 39. fhould covet earneftly to 
obtain. Origen, when a layman thus preached, 
even before biihops in the third century. 

Tfie churches of Galatia^ are propofed, ch. xvi. 1. 
as a model for the Corinthians. A weekly fum, 
according to every man's income or fucccfs in bu- 
finefs is enjoined, to be laid afide for charitable 

ufes ; 
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ystes ; a pra(Slice highly laudable, and worthy the 
cbfefvation of all churches^ and every member of 

Stephanas and his houfehold, having devoted 
tbemfelves to the minifiry, a^e commended to 
their regard : and Timothy, v. 10. who was thea 
itinerating. 

The Epiille appears dated at Ephefus, and not 
Fhilippi, .as our poflfcript fuppofes ; nor does it 
feem to have been fent by Timothy, who was tra- 
TcUing, but by fome other pcrfon. 

Aquila and Prifcilla then refided at Ephefus ; 
and wherever they abode, opened their houfe for 
vorfhip, and bad a church therein. 

The fecond Epiftle contains little relative ta 
church-order. Titus (ch. vii. 6.) appears to have 
been with the Apoftle at Philippi, and not a refi- 
dcnt at Crete, his fuppofed dioccfe, any more than 
Timothy at Ephcl'us. They were itinerant eyan- 
gelifts, who went about preaching every where, 
Od Paul ihc general fuperintendence of the Gen- 
tile churches lay. Ch. xi. 27. Peter's peculiar* 
charge was the circumcifion. Gal. ii. 7- 

But to return to Paul's travel : 

PVoff^ 
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From Corinth Paul took (hipping for Syria^ and 
himfelf obfcrvant of the Jewifli ceremonies not yet 
yaniihcd away,' had ftiorn his head at Cenchrea^ 
having a vow. And haftily pafiing through Epbe- 
fus, he* preceded by Caefarea to Jerufalcm, and 
thence to Antioch. After (bme ftay in that fa* 
voured place; he revifited the churches of Galatia 
and Phrygia, and returned to Ephefus, where the 
eloquent Apollos had found inftrudtors in Paul's 
companions, Aquila and Prifcilla, and after profit* 
ing that church by his labours, pafled to G>rintb, 
to water the feed fown by the great Apoftlc of tho 
Gentiles. , 

•. At Ephefus, Paul continued about two years^ 
fpreading the Gofpcl through all Afia ; firft ad- 
drcfling his Jcwifh brethren, and being by them 
rejedled, he removed t9 the fchool-rooni of one 
Tyrannus, probably a Gentile convert, and ther» 
taught with power and demonftration of the Spirit^ 
the truth as it is in Jefus. Many miracles were 
wrought by him, and wonderful efFedls produced 
by his miniftry, (A6ls xix. IQ.) infomuch that the 
craftfmen perceiving the f^med Diana's temple 
greatly defertcd, and their gains diminifhed, raifed 
a tumult from which Paul was preferved by the 
prudence of his friends ; and the confequenccs that 
were apprehended prevented by the wifdom of the 
town-clerk. Yet as the place wds become too 

dangerouft 
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dangerous to abide there, he departed again for 
Macedonia, diftant from this feat of diforder ; and 
paffing through Greece, where he had before 
phmted the Gofpel, after three months flay he re- 
turned tq Syria, through Macedonia, accompanied 
by a variety of friends attached to him ; and his 
ftllow-hclpers in the work. From Philippi he era- 
barked for Troas. There after a few days flay, 
and the miraculous recovery of Eutycus, he walked 
tp Aflbs, where his companions took him on board, 
and failed to Mitylene; and after paffing vilits at 
Samos and Trogyllium, he arrived at Miletus. 
Thither he fummoned the Elders of the Ephefian 
Church, and after a folemn and afFe6ling charge 
toftk his laft fgrewclL ' • 

To this Church was addrefled that heaveirfy. 
cpiftle, which is ftill extant, diredled to all the, 
Saints and faithful in Chri/l Jefus^ it is equally ap- 
plicable to them in the prefcnt, as in the primitive 
days. One thing in the conftitution of that 
church ftrongly marks the titles of prefb}'ters and 
bifliops as there fynonimous ; that he charges the 
elders to be watchful of the flock, over which 
the Holy Gboft had made them biftiops, Adts 3{X. 
28. I cannot avoid obferving, that, he can be no 
prefbyter or bilhop, whom the Holy Ghoft has 
not made fuch. No appointment of pman can 
make, birn a minifter of tl»Q fandlyary, whom Qod 

the 
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the Spirit hath not inwardly moved^ and confe- 
* crated for his own work. 

The different titles under which the minifters of 
the church arc diftlnguKhed, ch. iv. 11, 12. give 
no precife view of their charadler or numbers. He 
mentions Apoftles, Prophets, Evaiigclifts, Paftors, 
and Teachers, all, adlive for the edifying the bgdy 
of Chrift. But what was the appropriate work of 
each is not explicitly declared. 

A prophetic impreffion, that he fliould fee Rome, 
-(Adls xix. 21.) was accomplifhcd now in a way that 
he knew not. No warnings could deter him from 
Vifiting Jerulalem. Having/ailed from Miletus to 
! Coos, Rhodes and Patara, he landed at Tyre, and 
from thence went by Otefrrca to Jcrufaleni. There, 
in compliance with James's recommendation, he 
was fulfilling a part of the Mofaic ritual, refpecS- 
ing vows, in order to {l;ew that he conlioued to 
obferve the law. Whether he owed it fuch a com- 
pliance, I have ever doubted; this and his circum- 
cifing Timothy have ai)pearcd to me temporifing. 
But Paul probably is right, and I am wrong. The 
Jews of Afi:: obferving him in the temple, pre- 
tended profanation, and raifcd that commotion, 
which, after all the danger to which he became 
cxpoled in his fcizur^, imprifonment, and lying in 

Whit 
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wait of the Jews, compelled him, after a long con- 
finement^ in which he found no juftice would evei* 
be done him in Judea; to claim his privilege as a 
Roman citizen^ and appeal to the hearing of 
Auguflus. 

His apology to the people, his defence before 
Felix, his beautiful difcourfe to Agrippa and his 
court, all fpeak a language that cannot be read 
without admiration and fenfibility. His voyage to 
Rome, difaflrous in the highcft degree, afforded a 
noble evidence of his courage and compofure; and 
to him God gave all who failed with him in the 
(hip, who owed their efcapc from the fhipwreck to 
his counfels, and the care and keeping of hit 
covenant God. Wherever he went he communi- 
cated bleffings,. and difpiayed the miraculous 
powers with which he was invefted. Melita had 
reafon to blcfs God for his arrival, and for the be- 
nefits conferred on the bodies* and foiils of its 
inhabitants, A6ls xxviii. And when at laft his 
voyage terminated at Rome, he was received with 
the reverence and afFecStion, for which his epiftle 
had paved the way ; and ia which is lofl a golden 
treafure to the Church of Chri^, that will com* 
municate bleffings to the lateft ages, greater than 
thofe enjoyed even by the perfons to whom it was 
immediately addrefled. 

Vaft 
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Vail and momentous as the contents of this 
epiftle are in every view, I cannot difcover a traco 
rcfpe<5ling the outward regimen of the church : 
and as little can I glean from the epiftle to the 
Coloflians: The perfons addrcflcd are the /amis 
and faithful brethren in Chrift. Epaphras, one of 
their teachers, is entitled our dear fellow labourer 
and faithful minifter in Chrift. And the congre^ • 
gation to which ^rchippus miniftered is enjoined 
to watch over him, and remind him of his duty. 
Clerical dominion had not yet entered into any 
man's idea. And nothing can more dccilivdy 
prove the fmall importance of the mode of church 
government than that fo little mention is made of 
it, and fo little can precifely be afccrtained from 
all the epiftles. We (hall fee that the fpirit and 
temper with which the miniftcrs of Chrift muft be 
endued, are moft explicitly dcfcribcd. Their titles, 
names, or authority, are of trivial import compared 
with their dcvotcdncfs, heavenly mindcdncfs, and 
readinefs to fpcnd and be fpent on the fcrvice o( 
their faith. 

His two favoured fons, Timothy and Titus, were 
his chief companions, and greatly employed by 
him in the regulation of the congrcgntions, whicK 
had been raifed by his labours ; as well as to re- 
fift the judaizing teachers, who were the conflant 
difturbers of the peace of the Gentile churches. 

The 
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The poflfcript of the firft Epiflle, calls Timothy 
the firft Bi(bop of the Church of the Ephefians ; 
but there is no fuch title given him by Paul, nor 
any intimation of his being at Ephcfus ; but as 
one of the great itinerant cvangclifts, the compa- 
nion of Paul, and deputed by him to affift in 
bringing the congregations into a regular order 
. for worihip and difciplinc. 

From the 2d Chap. 1 ft Epi A. I collet, that 
prayers, fupplication and intcrceflion for all mcn^ 
and efpccially for kings .and magiftratcs, were to 
be offered up — no form is prcfcribed. This fcems 
to be left to the minifter, only that thofe who 
preach and pray be good men, and that women be 
excluded from public miniflrations. 

It is fuppofcd, (ch. iii.) that it was lawful and 
a good work to defire the office of a bifhop ; fo 
much labour, danger, fclf-denial, -and cxcmplaci- 
nefs of conduct, being neccflarily attached to it, 
and every earthly confidcration renounced by thofc 
who addicted thcmfclvcs to the niiniflry of the 
faints. Had Timothy been a bithop of the Church 
of Ephcfus, as aflcrtcd, the encouragement given 
to others to devote thcmfclvcs to cpifcopal fcrviccs 
there, manifcfis a Itatc of epifcopacy very different 
from what we find at prefent generally eflablinied. 
The biljiops hero f^x^ken of, were evidently the 

ciders 
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elders of congregations, (fee Tit. i. 5. compared 
with V. 7.) who by ruling well their own houfes, 
had given fatisfadtory evidence of their ability to 
prcfidc in the Church of God. Their qualifica- 
tions are clearly and ftrongly dcfcribcd, (chap. iii. ^ 
8 — 11.) and defcrve the rnoft folemn attention 
of every minifter of Chrift, whatever flation he 
may fill. 

It is evident Timothy was fiill but a youth, 
(chap. iv. 12.) and whatever oflice he fuftained, 
or with whatever gifts endued, he received them 
by the laying on of Paul's hands, and of the pref^ 
bytery. 1 Tim. iv. 14. Did prcfbyters then ordain 
bifhops ? Or, were the terms lynonimous ? That 
he was left at Ephcfus, with fuperintending autho- 
rity, where there were mariy hi/hops, is evident. 
1 Tim. i. 3. He was enjoined to encourage and 
honour thofe who prefided over the congregations 
well ; and cfpecially fuch as were mofl: a<5live and 
laborious in preaching and catcchifing, (v. 1 8.) Re- 
lpe6ling ordination, he was to lay hands haftily on 
no man, and without partiality or perfonal refpedl 
admit none into the miniftry, but after proper ex- 
amination and convidlion of their call and qualifi- 
cations. He was alfo cautioufly to receive, and 
impartially to weigh accufations, a^ainft the elders, 
who fhould give public offence, and pronounce the 
cenfure due to their unfaithfulnefs. A6ls ftrongly 
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marking fuperior jurifdi6Hon ; and I hence infer, 
that particular churches neither ordained nor cen- 
fured their own mi niftcrs, though theyelefted and 
recommended ; and if faulty, accufed them by 
two or three witnefles, before the great itinerant 
cvangclifts. 

Paul's firfl imprifonment at Rome contii^ned 
two whole years ; but he efcaped out of the jaws 
of the lion, Nero, and left a blefled manifeftation 
of his bonds in the palace, as well as in every 
other place- In his fecond Epiftle to Timothy, he 
appears returned again to the houfe of his prifon 
at Rome, and ready to be offered up on the altar of 
> martyrdom. He had detached his faithful hinerant 
helpers to a variety of fervice^— Crelcens to Gala- 
tia, Titus to Oalmatia, whilft Timothy himfelf had 
been left in Afia, from whence he was fhortly to 
proceed to Rome with .Mark, who had 6nce de- 
parted from the work, but now had returned to 
the labours and dangers of itinerancy.. The prin-r 

y cipal fubjedl of the Epiftle is the dying charge 'of 
the great Apoftle to his beloved fon, refpefting 
his own teaching and condu6l, and worthy the 

' moft attentive confidcratlon of every bifhbp or- 
preftjyter upon earth. 

Titus, next to Timothy, feems to have beeo 
peculiarly dear t© Paul, and one of hb rooft la- 

'fioriotts 
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borious afliftants. He traverfed the vaft regions, 
where, by the labours x>f the Apoftle and his com* 
panions, churches had been formed, iti order to 
complcat the regulations generally eftablifhed, and 
to ordain in the fcveral congregations fuch as were 
qualified for the facred miniftry, according to the 
apoftolic defcription, eh, i. 6 — 8. Mpn of the 
beft report and moft exemplary condu6l, of which 
the church to which they belonged muft necef- 
farily be the moft competent judges. Thefe/»r^ 
hytersj v. 5. are called hi/hops^ v. 7- their office 
and qualifications being apparently the fame. But 
though this truft is committed to Titus, it no 
where appears that he was himfelf more the Bifhop 
of Crete than of .Dalmatia, (2 Tim. iv. 10.) or of 
Nicx)polis, (Tit. iii. 12.) nor had any fixed refi- 
dence or diocefe, Jie being one of the great itine- 
rant evangelifts who went about preaching every 
where, in feafon, out of feafon. And therefore, 
«s foon as he had fettled the Cretan Church in the 
moft edifying manner, he was ordered to come and 
winter with Paul at Nicopolis, and Artemas or 
Tychicus fhould be difpatcbed to fill his place ia 
the Cretan congregations. 

f 

A general fuperiority in all the churches, which 

-they vifited, appears to have been exercifed by 

thefe great evangelifts, though none appear fta- 

tionary in any one place. They ordained, ccnfured, 
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regulated, were the cementing bond of the differ- 
ent churches, maintaining a unity of order and 
procedure through the whole. They all bore the 
name of Apollles, (2 Cor. viii. 23.) were every 
where received with reverence, and obeyed with 
filial afFedtion: They allumcd no dominion over 
the faith, but were helpers of the joy of the faith- 
ful wherever they went. .The gifts, abilities, zeal, 
which they difplayed, with every divine temper 
which adorns the Chriftian minillrv, could not but 
give them weight, and procure ihem eminence, 
by whatever name they might be diftinguifhed ; 
and in every Chriftian church, in the very nature 
of things, fuch men much poflefs fuperiority, what- 
ever be its conftitution. Even where the moft ab- 
folute parity is eftablifhed, to thefe their fellows 
naturally give place. They arc the prefidents in 
aH aflbciations ; heard with refpedl, commanding 
obedience ; capable of fwaying the decifions of 
their brethren ; confulted in all difficult circum- 
ftances ; and placed foremoft in the hour of dan- 
ger. To them is entrufi:ed the care of eleemofy- 
nary diftributions, for the benefit of the body to 
which they belong ; and in private and public ail 
cede to them the feat of honour. If wc confidered 
things inllead oi names y we fhould have lefs difpute 
and more union. There arc bigots in all deno«- 
minations of Chrillians. Tyranny and intolerance 
ccclefiaftical, are in every church the mark of tlie 
* . • bcaft ; 



Cent 1.] THE CHURCH OF CHRIST. 85 

beafl ; but wherever union and order arc beft 
maintained, there ever were, and ever will be, call 
them by what title you pleafe, men fuperior to 
their fellows in office, and admitted to be fo. In 
the primitive Church this fuperiority veftcd in the 
apoftles and their companions, the great itinerant 
cvangelifts, Barnabas, Silas, Artemas, Tychicus, 
Trophimus, Titus, Timothy, and many others ; 
chief men among the brethren. 

In all the directions given throughout this 
epiftle, the regulations of Titus's perfonal condudl 
and miniflrations form tlic principal fubjedl, and 
exadlly correfpond with thole given to Timothy. 
Luleed it could hardly beotherwife, men placed in 
fimilar fituations were called to act under the 
.fame principles, and to employ the fame means. 

The (hort cpifile to Philemon was written on 
account of Oncfimus his Have, who had deferted 
his fervice, and is fup|:>ofed to have robbed his 
mafter. Coming to Rome, like London, the fink 
and receptacle of all wickednefs, and of thofe who 
need concealment, he there in the .myftcrious 
ways of Providence, was led to hear the Apolile 
Paul, whom probably he had feen at his mailer's 
houfe. Curiolity mod probably incited him to at- 
tend his prifon preaching ; and being now cfFec- 
Jually called and converted to God, he devoted 
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bimfelf to Paul's fcrvice. Bat however much he 
needed foaffiduousan attendant, the Apoftle judged 
it right to fend him backtoColoflc, his mailer's re- 
lidence ; and Onefimus readily returned to make 
the furrcnder of himfclf to Philemon's difcrction ; 
Chriftianity never aboli(hed the right of the maftcr 
to his flavx. The only trait rcfpc61ing the Church 
contained in this letter, is the intimation that it 
was aflembled under Philemon's roof, and edified 
by his miniftry and that of ArchippUwS, whom Paul 
honours as his fellozv foJdier. united with him in 
the care and fuperintendancc of the fame congre- 
gation^ He cxprefies his hope of fhortly vifiting 
Philemon, when releafed from his prclcnt confine- 
nient, and befj)eak5 himfelf a lodging with his fpi- 
ritual child, v. 22. 

Thus have I collected, as fir as I know, with 
limplicity and truth, without bias or partiality to 
^ny of our prefent modes of church government, 
tVhatever the Scripture contains refpedling the re- 
gulation of the Gentile Churches under Paul's 
efpecial care, chiefly planted by his labours, and 
watered by 4iis word and his epiftles. 

The Epiflle to the Hebrews,, though not bearing 
hiB exprefs fubfcription, is generally adjudged to bo 
his. Afingle fentence, (ch. xiii. 7.) inculcating 
iBbe4ience and love towards th6fe who -have the 

vule 



Cent, l-l THE CHURCH OF CHRIST. 87 

rule over thent, and have fpoken unto them the 
' word of God, is all I can find relative to church 
government ; and at leaft affords a negative proof 
of how little importance the outward forms and 
admin iftration in the church are, compared with 
holding the head Chrift, and believing the glory 
of his perfon and facrifice. If the unfounded 
idea that Bifliops, Pricfts and Deacons, were ever 
to fuccecd to the High-Priert, Priefts and Levites, 
here furely we muft have found fome intimation 
of it. That men of refearch can broach fuch pueri- 
lities is furprifing. 

The other epiftles are equally barren on this 
(ubje6l. That of James addrefled to bis Jewifh 
brethren throughout the world, is wholly em- 
ployed in pradlical directions, without a word oa 
the nature of the Gofpel Churches or their govem- 
rnent. The ciders arc only onc^ mentioned as 
praying over the fick, ch. v. 14. Indeed I am 
flilly afTurcd, if we walked more clofcly with God^ 
and were more deeply concerned about our per- 
ibnal falvation in the exercife of faith working by 
love, and prompting to every good word and work, 
we fhould be much lefs bigotted to modes and 
forms. A truly gracious man will be much more 
attentive to the buildingy that he may be the habi- 
tation of God through the Spirit, than to the 
Scaffolding. In etery church, Lutheran or Reformed, 

G 4 Epifco- 
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* 

Epifcopalian, Prelbyterian, or Independent, it is 
of infinitely more moment for every member of 
• each to ^^ prove that he is born of God/' and to feel 
that his Spirit witnefleth with our fpirits, that we 
are the children of God, than to which of thcfc 
denominations of Chriftians we may be joined in 
outward church-fellowfhip. 

The epiflles of Peter direiflcd to the Gentile 
converts, (l Ep. ch. ii. 10.) enter little or nothing 
into the fubjc6l of church government, forms or 
officers. The firfi: of them is wholly employed in 
the great object of fetting forth Jcfus Chrift and 
his glorious falvation, and in building up the fouls 
of the faithful on him, the fure foundation, other 
than which can no man lay. I enter not into the 
particulars contained in this cpiftle, wifhing only to 
recommend an attentive pcrufal of Archbifliop 
Leighton's Commentary, as one of the books, 
which next to the lacred ornclcs thcmfclvcs, 
breathes a language moft highly co:igcnial with 
the text it elucidates. One vcrfe or two only de- 
ferves to be noticed, (l Ep. ch. v. 12.) In this 
Peter claims no precedence or priority above his 
fcllow^s, fatisfied with announcing his own office 
and charadler as himfelf a prcjhyter ; addreffing 
his brethren under the fame title vis frejl)ytersj and 
exhorting them as his fellow-labourers to difchargc 
their epfcopal duty towards thc-feveral flocks over 
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whom the Holy Ghoft had made them overfeers, 
not by conflraintbut willingly, not for filthy hicre 
fake, but of a ready mind, not affecting lordly 
dominion over their allotted congregations, but 
being examples of the flock. Then when the 
Arch-])aftor Ihould appear, an amaranthine crown 
of glory would be their full reward. He well 
knew the human heart, and how much need the 
greatcfl and bed of men had to be cautioned 
again (l the one, and to be exhorted to the other. 
The fatal cfFc6ls of neglecting thefe admonitions 
have been fincc fufficicntly experienced. 

The fecond epillle, ftill more general in its ad- 
drefe, (ch. i. 1 .) hath not a word relative to the fub- 
je<5l of church government ; like its very fimilar 
epiftle of Jude, it contains folemn warnings 
againft feducers and falfe teachers, who (fuch is 
the corruption of man) even in thofe early days 
had infinuated themfelvesinto the'afTcmblies of the 
faints. With the moft lively exhortations he urges 
them to live as men, who expedlcd the coming of 
their Lord, and to walk fo as we hnve him for our 
example ; becaufc he can belong to no church, 
and much lefs have any pretcnfions to be a mi- 
nifter of Chrift, who is not a partaker of the like 
precious faith with us; whofe efFefts in mortifica- 
tion of fin, dcadncfsto the world, and diligence to 
make our calling and elc<ftion fure, muft prove its 

reality ; 
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reality ; and demonftrate that our Chriftianity is 
not in word and in tongue, but in power and in 
the Holy Ghoft, and in much afliirancc^ 

The. works of one eminent, infpircd man, re-r 
imain to be confidered, in reference to this fubjedt, 
His extended life miift have nearly clofed the cen- 
tury. He was a confeflbr, and perhaps a martyr. 
His cpiftles, like his gofpel, are defigned to difplay 
the glory of him which was from the beginning. 
Having imbibed from him the fpirit of love, he 
inculcates this eflential proof of difciplefliip ; and 
that we fhould manifcft to others, and enjoy our- 
felves, the certain afiurance, that we are of God ; 
and tliat wc dwell in him, and he in us by his 
Spirit, which he hath given us. In bis fecond 
and third cpiftles, he alUimes no higher title than 
the p'ejhyfer : The Church of which he makes re- 
peated mention, appears to have been one of thofe 
boufe-congregations, over which Diotrcphes had 
alliimcd dominion, expelling from it (v. 10.) thofe 
itinerant brethren who travelled about preaching 
ihc Gofpel ; whom Gains ha3 kindly received, 
but Diotrcphes treated them with abufe; reviling 
the Apofilc John himfelf, who had fenl them, 
and ufmg his influence to make a party in the 
Church, and prevent others who would have wel- 
comed them from entertaining them. The Apofile 
declares his intention feverely to animadvert on 
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fuch a condudl at his next vifit, and not leave bift 
infolence unrcbuked ; probably like many a purle* 
proud profeflbr fince, his wealth and weight in 
the Church overawed the members, and no one 
dared openly refill what many in fccrct condemned. 

The laft work of this great Apoftle, the Revela- 
tion communicated to him in the Ifle of Patmos. 
and tranfmittcd by him to the Afiatic Churches, 
wiH clofc the canon of Scripture, and finiila the 
records of Divine authority. The infpired penman 
is diredled to fend thefe words of warning to the 
feven Afiatic Churches in particular; and aflumes 
no other title, than your brother^ and companion in 
iribulahOH, The feveral churches are addrefled 
in the perfon of their jingel^ which is a term of 
oflSce, fignifying meflengcr. Thefe angels, or mef- 
fengers of the churches, were to proclaim the glad 
tidings of falyalion to the people. When any 
matters relative to their church required advice 
or corre<ftion, they w^re fcnt to confuit Paul or the 
other Apoftles, and were often employed by him 
(2 Cor. viii. 23.) to regulate what was amifs. In 
thefe awful epifiles contained in the book of the 
Revelations, the great Head of the Church en- 
courages, commands, exhorts the faithful, and 
threatens himfelf to infiidl deferved punilhment 
on the refractory and difobedient. The angel de- 
nounces the warnings of his Lord ; the arbitrary 

impofitions 
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impofitions and punifhmcnts of men had yet found 
no place in the Church of God ; to exhort, re- 
prove, rebuke with all long-fufFcring and doc- 
trine, was all that angels were empowered to do. 

"Thus, to the beft of my ability, I have endea- 
voured plainly and fully to place in 'view, the fcrip- 
tural account of the nature and adminiftration of 
the Church of Chrift, as drawn from the facred 
fource of unerring truth. I am perfectly fure, }. 
neither mean or defirc intentionally the lead mif- 
reprefentation or concealment, but carncftly pray 
to follow the fimplicity which is in Chrift ; and di- 
vefted of partiality and prcdilcdlion, to dcfcribe, 
and be united with the true Church of the living 
God, 

Had the mode of church government been as 
cflential to falvation, as the do6trinc of the atone- 
ment, or the agency of the Holy Ghofl, it would 
afluredly have been as explicitly dated ; but, when 
we iind it fo little exprcfsly defined — the fubjedl 
treated in fo indiftindl and curfory a manner — 
wlien fo little ftrefs appears to be laid upon it— 
and when men equally wife and good, after invef- 
tigating the matter with fingular ability and dili- 
gence, remain flill of different opinions, I truft 
we may fafcly conclude, that the claims of mu- 
tual forbearance are infinitely ftronger than «the 
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pretenfions of any exclufwe church. That the o«/* 
ivard adniinifi ration of church order mull be a 
much Icfs important concern, than all our various 
denominations have fuppofcd — ^and, that the in- 
ward blejfings enjoyed in the confcience, conflitute 
the eflcncc, and fill the volume of the facred re- 
cords. Ever}' believer in Jefus, who» is a partaker 
of the grace of God in truth, is a member of the 
true Church, to whatever particular denomination 
of Chriftians he may belong;, and {X)pes, bifliops, 
prefbyters, pafiors or deacons, without this are but . 
the limbs, of Antichrift, and of the iynagogue of 
Satan ; and can belong to no church, which: the 
great Shepherd and Bifliop of Souls will acknow- 
ledge for his own. 

To fum up in a few words a fubje6l which has 
been fo fearfully abufcd, in oi;der to fubferve the 
purpofes of pride, bigotry, and worldly-mindejd- 
nefs, I conclude 

1. That as foon as a little fociety was formed of 
Chrifliah men, a room was opened for their af- 
fembling, and the moft ypt to teach appointed to 
minifter to them in holy things. 

2. He was a man of gravity, generally of the 
more aged^. married, and having a family, approved 

by 
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by his fellows, and willing to devote bimfelf to 
their icrvicc* 



3. His appointment was fignificd by prayer' and 
hnpofition of hands of the ApolUe Paul, or fomc 
of the itinerant evangel ifts and the prefbytcry ? 
and without this I meet no ordination* 

4. Every church excrcifed ..difciplinc over its 
awn members, to admit, admpnifh, or cxpeL 

5. Before thefe itinerant cvangelifts all accufa- 
tions againfl: offending preibytcrs were brought—- 
TTiey, in conjundlion with the congregation, re- 
gulated matters of order, and corre6led abufes. 

6. Thefe fecm not to have had any appropriate 
diftrift, but went about every where, chiefly under 
the dire6lion of the Apoftle Paul. 

7. Thefe great evangelifls were ufually fup- 
ported by the churches ; but often, like Paul, 
piaintained themfelves by their own labours. Dur- 
ing the firft ages, the miniftry was not appropri* 
ated to gentlemen or fcholars. No man was bred 
to it as a profeffion, or went into it for a mainten« 
ance. They were paftors of a different ftamp. 

8. The 
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8. The ilalionary prelbyters or biihops during 
the lives of the Apoflle and bis aflbciatc evange^ 
lifts were under their fin^rintendence. But it 
will appear very e»nrly in the fccond century, when 
this firft race of great itinerants departed, that one 
among the minifters in every place began to have 
the name of bijhop xcc] s^ox^v, with prefbyters his 
coadjutors, adling with him as one body, 

9. All ccclefiaftical officers from the beginning, 
and for the firft three hundred .years, were ele<5led 
by the people. Even Mathias was thus choicn to 
fill up the tribular number of the Apoftles. 

10. Deacons were inftituted for the care of the 
poor, efpccially the widows; and deaconcflea 
afterwards appear for the fame purpofes, though 
their inftitution is not exprefsly marked in the 
facred canon. Originally they were ordained not 
for one congregation, but for the myriads at Je* 
rufalem, whofc widows were provided for out of 
X common ftock. 

Laftly. Eifery member of the primitive Church 
icems to have made it a conftant pra^liqc to lay 
afide weekly a certain portion of bis income or 
gains, for the poor, the perfecutcd, or the Gofpcl, 
according to his ability ; and hence, though ge- 
. neraliy the Chriftians were of the lowcft and moft 
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indigent clafs of the people, the riches of their 
liberality abounded, and their means for this arofe 
from their Chriftian fchara6\er itfelf. Their induf- 
try was great, and they wafted nothing in exit a- 
vagance o( ?ii\y kind, being by principle fclf-denied 
to all indulgences for thcmfelvcs, that they might 
have to give to him that needed. And if all real 
Chriftians more confcientioufly obfervcd this rule 
ftill, it is amazing what a fund might be raifed for 
the relief of the neceffitous, and the furtherance 
of the GrofpeL 
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CHAP, V. 



TOB PERSECUTIONS MENTIONED IN THE SCRIP- 
TURE. 

» 

THESE were principally from the Jews, and 
the reafon of this is evident ; for, in Judea, 
the principal civil magiftrates, as well as the high 
prieft and church rulers, were Jews : and whore 
the concurrence of the Roman governors was nc- 
ceflary, they had generally influence to engage 
them to a<5l according to their wiflies. Thus even 
Pilate was prevailed upon, contrary to his owq 
conviiSlions, to condemn our Lord to death ; and 
Felix, though fully convinced of PauFs inno- 
cence, when he quitted the province, in order to 
curry fevourwith the Jews^ left Paul in diains, 
and in prflbn. 

As at firft, for many years the Cbriftian miniftry 
was confined to the Jews and the fynagogue: 
Chriftians, who diligently obferved the Mo&ic 
ritual^ could not be eaiily diftinguifhed from their 
brethren, and would generally be confidered as 
Jews by the heathen. But their peculiar obferv* 
aiices — ^tbe declaration of their &ith in Jefus of 
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Nazareth — ^their obfervance of the firft day of the 
week — and above all, their zeal to propagate the 
dodlrines of faith and falvation by Jefus Chrift ; 
with that diflinguiftiing excellence and purity of 
condu<5l, which, whilft it reproached thofe around 
them, was accompanied with the moil folemn 
warnings that they muft perifli or repent — all thefe 
things could not but engage the attention, and 
excite the enmity of their neighbours. Accord- 
uigly we fee them prcfently expofed to bonds and 
imprifonment, to fcourging and infult, on the firft 
attempts to preach and teach Jefus Chrift. The 
Spoiling of their goods gratified the avarice as well 
as enmity of their perfecutors ; and Judea in con-- 
ftquence became the fcene of great diftreis add 
poverty. This was relieved by a liberal diftribu* 
iion of what the more wealthy there poflefled ; 
and afterwards by moft generous contdbutiona 
from all the Gentile churches. We have mfbrma- 
tion of many adls of violence committed, and 
there were many more, no doubt, which are not 
recorded. If Saul, breathing threatenings and 
ilaughter, made fuch havock in the church, enter- 
Hig ever}' houfe of Chrifttans, and haling men and 
women, committed them to prifon, (AcSa viii. 3*) 
moft probably others at Jerufalem copied his ex- 
ample. We know the zeal of Stephen expofed him 
to a cruet death. He led the noble army of martyrs* 
James fucccedcd him under Herod Agrippa ; imd 
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Pefcr only cfcapcd by miracle. Nor were difiant 
cities exempt from the like perfecutions, as is evi 
dent from the commiffion with which Saul was 
invefled to Damafcus. 

Nor did the Roman government, however in its 
nature little difpofed to perfecute on account of 
religious matters, withhold its hand from violence ; 
or properly difcountenance the tumults and op^ 
preffions, which the Jewifh zealots, the rabble mul- 
titude, and intercfted Pagans, were continually 
cxercifing againft the Chriftians. From what is 
recorded in the A6ls of the Apoftles, we mr.y con- 
clude, what was the cafe in other places, where a 
like conduct would awaken the fame enmity ; and 
bonds and imprifonment await thofc who dared 
witnefs againft falfe religion, or rebuke alike the 
wicked conduA of Jews and Gentiles, 

. The very nature of real Chriftiahity, however 
peaceable in all its principles, cannot, through the 
corruption of man, but excite the ftrongeft op- 
poiition ; and when we fpeak of peace, roufc all 
whom it reproves to afperity and battle. And, 
where only weakncft and non-re(iftance were on 
one fide, .and power equal to their malice and en- 
mity on the other, it is impoffible in the nature of 
things, but that the confequcnces (hould enfue 
which are recorded, and abundantly more tbaa 
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would be noticed) as the accounts of the fuffer- 
ings in one place would be only the counterpart 
of the fame in all others. And how widely the 
Chriilian feith was difTeminate^, no man can dif- 
putc. The fufFerings and the martyrs therefore, I 
conclude, were abundantly more numerous than 
any record has preferved. And the pcrfecution of 
all that would live godly in Cbrift Jcfus, great an4 
univerfal. 
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CHAP. VI. 



HERBSIBS AND SCHISMS. 

IT mud be that offences come. Even during 
the days of the Apoftles themfelves, there were 
many Antichrifts — fuch are the dire effe(fts of hu- 
man corruption : and permitted, that thofe who 
are truly approved and faithful, may be made ma* 
fiifeft. 

The firft and moft continued caufe of difpute in 
the Chriftian Church, was the error and bigotry, 
of Jewifli zealots, enforcing upon Chriflians the 
neceffity of the obfervance of the Mofaic ritual, in 
order to falvation ; and thereby iapping the foun- 
dations of juftification by faith alone ^ that eflential 
article of the true Church from the beginning. 
The conformity of the apoftles and firft difciples 
to the Jewifti oeconomy, from which, as circum* 
cifcd, they did not think themfelves emancipated, 
naturally gave a ftrong handle to thofe who were 
zealots for the antient religious rites of their fa- 
thers^ to fuppofe that they were binding upon all 
men ; and that every Chrift4an. muft be circum- 
eifed and keep the iiw of Mofeiu Ilie Ai5U (^ 
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the Apoftles ; the Epillle to the Galatians ; where 
tbefe ideas had occafioned peculiar difputes and 
divifions ; the fame fubjedl difcufled in the Epiftle 
to the Romans ; and introduced ahnoil into every 
one of Paul's epiftles, fhew how far the evil had 
extended ; how dangerous he efleemed it ; and 
how carefully he guarded the Chriflian Church 
againfl it. And as good often arifes eventually 
out of human corruption, to this we are chiefly 
indebted for the precife and clear views of goipel 
grace ; of the glories of the redemption, which is 
in Jefus Chrift ; of the free juflification of every 
linner, as ungodly, by faith o?ily, without any con- 
lideration of his works or deferts; and confequently 
the fecuring the praife of the falvation to him 
alone, who, by an obedience to death, even the 
death of the crofs, hath obtained eternal redemp- 
tion for us, and hath opened the kingdom of Hea^ 
ven to all believers. The zeal, the warmth ex- 
prefled in the ample difcuilions, into which the 
Apoille entered on this fubjedl:, are a concluiive 
evidence of its iniportance. After the moft fblemn 
coniideration of the matter at Jerufalem, a decree 
liTued to all the Gentile churches, containing the 
unanimous decifion of the apoilles, prefbytcrs and 
brethren ; condemning the difturbers of the Gen- 
tile churches ; and the attempt to impofe a yoke 
abrogated and unneceflary ; recommending only 
in a few particulars, a condadl fuah as mutual 
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eharity dictated ; in order to maintain a happier 
intercourfe between the Jewifh and Grentile Chrif- 
tians ; approving of Barnabas and Paul, and the 
doftrine which they had taught ; and adding to 
them Judas and Silas, who, in perlbn and dif- 
courfe, fhould confirm them in the truth, which 
thefe apoftles of the Gentiles had maintained 
againil the felf-rightcous and judaizing teachers. 

• 
Another caufe of fchifmatical evil appeared alfo 
early, efpecially in the Corinthian Church, through 
perfonal attachment to particular men, and a de- 
grading and reviling fpirit towards others, to the 
diilurbance of the peace of the faithful, and the 
great hinderance of the GofpeK A faftious teacher 
in the pride of pre-eminence, in order to exalt 
himfelf, debafed his brethren, and often deceived 
the hearts of the fimple and unwary, drawing 
away difciples after him ; and weakening the hands 
of the apoftles themfelvcs. Againft thefe men, Piul 
Specially guards them. But nothing herein can 
be applied to tbofe who withdraw themfelves from 
falfe teachers, whofe dodlrine is heretical, and 
whole lives are contrary to their holy profcflion ; 
who have only taken the overfight of the flock for 
lucre ; have neither the choice nor approbation of 
the faithful ; and however they may maintain the 
form of godlinefs, deny the power of it : from fuch 
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turn away. Separation from thefe men and their 
churches, is not fchifm but duty. 

The dodlrinc of the rcfurredlion of^the body 
was one of the firft great truths difputedby the 
reaibners in religious matters. Some affirming 
that there was no refurredlion from the dead ; and 
others^ that it was paft already ; as if the doctrine 
was merely fpitfitual and allegorical, and related 
not to the reality and identity of the fame body 
being raifed from the grave. The matter is dif- 
cufled and the herefy confuted, 2 Tim. ii. 18. 
1 Cor. XV. paffim. 

John, who furvivcd the refl of the Apoftles, ob- 
fervcs and cenfures other hercfies lately broached 
in the church. Againft the do6lrines of the Nico- 
laitans, he gives a folemn caution. (Rev. ii. 15.) 
This feems to have been an error of the fame na- 
ture with that, to which Paul often alludes, the 
introducing philofophical ideas to explain away 
Chriftian myfterics, efpccially refpedling the perfon 
of God our Saviour — afcribing to fpeculative know- 
ledge an imaginary value — making ChrifUanity a 
religion of the head inftead of the heart : and 
therefore fuppofing the profeffion of it compatible 
with a general conformity to the world and its 
manners; permitting the occafiond participation 
• of 
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of idol iacrifices, and other corrupt pra6Uccs, ia 
which the heathen indulged thcmfelves. 

In the ingenious volume of Ecclefiaftical Hif- 
tory, of the Rev, Mr. Newton, there is an admira- 
ble chapter on ancient herefies, and a noble de* 
fence of evangelical truth againft thofc who in the 
prefcnt day endeavour to load with obloquy and 
abufe the revivers of evangelical dodlrine. Had he 
purfued his work, it would have rendered my la- 
bours unncccflary. But the Church of God will 
never want defenders, and will always, and only 
be found, whore the practice of righteoufnefs and 
true holinefs, the fruit of the faith once delivered 
to the Saints, demonftrates, that her members 
iland not tti the wifdom of men, but in the power 
of God. 



SECT. 



Cent. 1 .] THE CHUBCH OP CHBI8T. 10/ 



SECT. II. 

END OF THE FIRST, AND COMMENCEMENT 
OF THE SECOND CENTURY. 



CHAP. I. 



THE STATE OP THE CHURCH, FROM THE CLOSE OF 
THE CANON OP SCRIPTURE, TILL THE END OF 
THE REIGN OF TRAJAN, 

WE are fiepping from the blaze of day into 
the regions of doubt and twilight. The 
moment wc quit the oracles of truth, we are left 
to grope our way through the feeble glimmerings 
of works, which have been handed down through 
a fucceflion of ages; whofc authenticity has been 
difputcd by fome, and which by more have been 
charged with interpolations ; tbcfe with tradition- 
ary reports fufpicious on account of the diftorted 
medium through which they have pafled, leave us 
under the neceffity of treading every flep with 
caution i examining with care, and as far as lean 

truft 



108 IMPARTIAL HISTOHY OF {^PcT. 1. 

traft my convidlions, obliged oftencr to doubt tbto 
believe. 



The Apoflles are faid to have difperfcd after the 
firft council held at Jerufalem. But I much qucf- 
tion whether the mod of them did not live and die 
among their brethren in Paleftine. Certainly the 
accounts given of fome of them are little deferving 
of credit. We know they conlidered their minif- 
try as chiefly if not wholly to be employed in the 
fcrvice of their Jewifh brethren. On Paul and his 
aflbciates the care of all the Gentile churches 
reiled. 

f 

It fcems clear by generally admitted evidence, 
that the Church of Chrift had widely fprcad its 
conqueils, and continued in a conftant rapidly 
progreflive ftate ; nor hitherto to have fufFered any 
general perfecution from the Roman government. 
Probably the poverty of the primitive Cbriftians 
was their protection, as affording little for the gra- 
tification of avarice. They were alfo at firft con- 
founded with the Jews, who enjoyed perfcdl tolera- 
tion. They excited alfo the lefs, the attention of 
government, as being of the lower order of men ; 
not many wife, not many mighty, not many noWe 
being called. Hence, they were fcarccly ever 
noticed by any author of that day. And when 
they are firft mentioned, the account given of them 

(hews 
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ihews how little acquaintance was gained of their 
chara6lcr, or procedures. The reports of the Ro- 
man hiitorians contain only the malignant abuic of 
ignorant flander. 

The greateft number of Chriftians were in the 
cities, though they fpread alfo into the adjacent 
villages. But their ailemblies in any one place at 
firft could not have been very numerous, except at 
Jerufalem, as a (ingle room in a private houfe 
ufually contained them. They continued increafing 
through the indefatigable labours of the itinerant 
cvangelifts, and by the zeal of many others, excited 
to activity in their fcveral fphcres, to teftify the 
Gofpel of the grace of God to all around them. 

No fooner had Paul cfcaped out of the mouth 
of the lion Nero, than he probably vifited the 
churches, as his epiflles intimate he intended to do. 
Returning again to Rome, whether as a priibner of 
flatc, or feized on during a vifit to that church, he 
is fuppofed to have fallen in the firft great mafiacre 
of the Chriftians under that bloody tyrant. This 
monfter raifed up for the fcourge of a guiHy 
world, having for a while through the influence of 
his tutor Seneca given aufpicious hopes of his go* 
vemment, degenerated by degrees into the baieft: 
of beings and the crueleft of men. A vaft con- 
flagraticx> at Rome in the tenth year of his 

reign. 
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AN. 64. reigd, faid to be kindled by bis own order 
for the pleaiure of gazing on the defola- 
tions which the flames would make^ irritating the 
Roman people, he endeavoured to exculpate him- 
fclf by cafting the odium on the innocent Chrif- 
tians. The account of the admirable hiflorian 
Tacitus^ however his own prejudices therein ap- 
pear, affords a mofl valuable material for our hif- 
tory. Speaking of Nero, and the conflagration of 
Rome, he fays, " To divert fufpicion from him- 
^ fdfy he fubflitutcd fidlitious criminals, and with 
^^ this view, he infli6led the mod exquifitc tortures 
^ on thofe men, who under the vulgar appcllaiioa 
of Chri/iianSy were already hranded with deferved 
infamy. They derived their name and origin 
" from Christ, who in the reign of Tiberius 
" had fuffered death, by the fentcnce of the pro- 
** curator, Pontius Pilate. For awhile this dire 
^^ fuperftitionvfos checked ; but it again burfl forth ; 
** and not only fpread itfelf over Judea, th^ firfl 
*^ feat of this mlfchievous fe6l^ but was even intro- 
" duced into Rome, the common, alylum, which 
" receives and protedts whatever is impure andatro^ 
" mus. The confeliions of thofe who were fcized, 
•* difcovered a great multitude of their accomplices, 
*' and they were all cotrviSed, not fo much for the 
^ crime of fctting.fire to the city, as for their hatred 
*J cf, htman kind. They died in torments ; and thefe 
^ were embittered by infult and derifion. Some 

*^ were 
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^^ were nailed on erodes^ others fewn up In fkins • 
^^ of wild beafts, and expofed to the fury of dogs : 
'^ others again fmeared over with combuflible ma- 
*^ terials, were ufed as torches to illumine the 

• 

darknefs of the night. The gardens of Nero 
were deftined for the melancholy fpedlacle^ which 
^* was accompanied by a horfe race, and honoured 
" with the prefcnce of the Emperor, who mingled 
^* with the populace in the drefs and attitude of a 
charioteer. The guiU of the Chriftians dejerved 
indeed the moft exemplary pimjhmentj but thefubUc 
" abhorrence was changed into commiferation^ fh)ni 
*' the opinion that thefe unhappy wretches were 
" facrificed, not fo much to the rigour of juftice^ 
*^ as to the cruelty of the jealous tyrant.'* 

We cannot read this account without being 
ftruck with the multiplied and horrible executions^ 
made of thefe innocent but devoted vidlims. In- 
deed lying under fuch public abhorrence and general 
odium J as a f(t6i mifchievouSj impure y atrocious i 
hraruied with dejerved infamy ; their guih callin|f 
for the wo/? exemplary puni/hrnent ; it was impofli- 
ble that the arm of vengeance (hould not be lifted 
up over them. I am aniazed any man can admit 
the truth of thefe prepofleilions agaiuft them, and 
afterwards fuppofe, as Gibbon does, that the 
cutions were inconfidcrablc. 



Wc 
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Wc know how congenial thefe horrid orgies 
and ipe6lacles were to the tafte of that favage 
people^ and how readily the inagiftrates indulged 
them in the exhibition. The deteftable charadler 
of which the Chrillians fiood convi£ted by the very 
name they bore, fuppofes them unworthy even of 
pity, and deferving the abhorrence of mankind. 

I cannot here but obferve how little credit is 
due to the reports of the enemies of Cbrifiianity, 
when an hiftorian of the high charadler which 
Tacitus has obtained, makes fuch a rcprefentation. 
Throughout the whole, evidently unacquainted 
with the fubjeft of which he treats, and of the 
people whom he defcribes ; and as much the dupe 
of credulity, and the flave of prejudice, as the 
meaneft of the Pagan rabble. 

The edicts of Nero againft the Chriflians lying 
under fuch imputations, and flanding convicted 
in the eyes of their enemies of every charge laid 
againft them, could not but be put by the magif- 
trates into rigorous execution. The objedls were 
^ generally and deeply abhorred ; the Emperor 
fo incenfed againft them ; the order fo precifc, 
and his own example fo ftrongly before their eyes, 
that every man to whom the charge was given, 
xnuft conlider their activity a recommendation to 
bis &vour. Nothing can be more difingenuous, 

and 
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and contrary to every fair dedu6lion of reaibn^ 
than Mr. Gibbon's reprcfentation of this matter. 
He affedls to make light of it^ and becauie wc 
have no particular records preferved, how far, and 
how greatly this perfecution extended, he would 
prefume it was confined within the walls of Rorne^ 
and the martyrs comparatively few. But Tertul- 
lian in that cafe, would not in his apology hayc 
hazarded an ailertion, which m'uil, if falie, have 
been lb eafily confuted, that the perfecution raged 
through the provinces of the empire. And, in- 
deed, they who fuppofe in the cxifling circum- 
Aances, and confidering the odium under which 
the Chriilians lay, that the Emperor's edidls would 
ileep, or not be carried into efFedl, muft be very 
ignorant of human nature ; ftrangcly credulous,, 
or vfflfully malignant. Even Nero's reign con- 
tinued nearly four years longer. In fuch a man- 
tiger as Nero, it is hardly to be fuppofed the thirft 
for blood would abate ; and during four years c^ 
perfecution, to how many miferable viditns muft 
it have been fatal ? 

A fclf-infli6led death delivered the world from 
the monller, and the Chriftians from this bloody 
fcourge. The ^ort and turbulent reigns of his 
fucccflbrs, Galba, Otho, and Vitellius, kept the 
Romans too occupied in their owa quarrels^ to at-* 

Vot. I. I tend 
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tend to the rifing fe6l. This interval of peace gave 
the Chriftians a refpite ftom their paft lufFerings^ 
and time to prepare for the futore. An, 68 — 69. 

An. 70. The deftruition of Jcrufalem, and 
the utter fubverfion of the Jewifli polity under 
Tftus, is among the memorable events clearly 
foretold, and awfully verified. The Chrillians, 
confcioas of the approaching cataflro|)h^, and it 
is faid, particularly warned of God to remove from 
the devoted city, fled to Pella, and: efcaped from 
ihe deftrudlion. 

An. 81 — 95. During the preceding reign?*^ 
we have no particular accounts of the fufFcri ng 
•church, though moft probably the fi#e of perfe- 
cution went not out ; but under the fccond Nero, 
Domitian, the brother and fucceflbr of Titus, it 
raged with redoubled fury. By him, it is thought, 
the Apoftlc John was fent into banifliment at 
Patmos : and in the Eaft, where he chiefly abode^ 
'the Chriftians were expofed to all the mifcries 
which malignant hatred and arbitrary power can 
infli6l on helplels innocence. Yet did the circle of 
Chriftianity extend on every ftdc, and the blood 
'of the martyrs proved a blcfled feed, produ<ftive 
of more abundant fruits, 

Ncrva 



Cent 1 .] THB CKimcH of cheist. 1 1 & 

An. q6. Nerva is (aid to have fufpended the 
fanguinary cdida of his predeceflor, and after a 
- ihort reign of two years, the government 
AN. 98. devolved upon Trajan, the friend of Pliny, 
and efleemed the moft humane and ex*- 
cellent of all the Roman Emperors. Ye^ under: 
him we have one of the mod authentic monu- 
. ments of the fearfully fuffering ftate of the Chrii^ 
tian world. When fuch men as Trajan and 
Pliny, famed for miidnefii, prudence, and philo* 
ibpby, difplayed a (pint fo vexy oppofite to theie 
pretenfions, what muft have been the cafe ia 
general ? To thofe who know the principles o£ 
true ChriftiaDity, and the nature of proud un- . 
humbled man, the explication is not difficult why? 
Trajan (hould be as perfecuting as Nero, and 
though in a way lefs apparently lavage, with aa 
enmity more sooted, and with a perfeverance more 
obdurate ; to make the obftinacy of Chriftianityi 
bow to his imperial mandates, or be cruihed by 
the weight of his indignation. . ^ 

The ingenious Pliny had been appointed fajr 
Trajan to the government of Bythinia ; andin the: 
exercife of his office as grocopiiil^ die Chriftians, 
againft whom the feverity of preceding edicts evt^ 
dently ftibfifted, were; brought before his tribunal. 
Not having had occafion to be prefent at any fuch 
.u i, 1 2 exami- 
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examinations before, the multitude of the crlmi- 
nals^ and the feyerity of the lavrs againil tbem^ 
ieem to have greatly ftruck him ; and caufed him 
to hcfitate how far he ought to carry them into 
execution, without confulting firft the Emperor 
himfelf ; who, I think, had put him on the pur* 
fuit ; having probably heard of the rapid progrefs 
of Cbriftianity, and imbibed all the prejudices 
againftit, which the mifreprefentations of its ene- 
mies ; the contempt of the wife ; the craft of the 
priefthood ; and the general odium of all pagan 
idolaters, could not but have propagated. A tranf- 
lation ofthc letter itfelf will throw more light upon 
the ftate oC, tlic Church, than perhaps any other 
monument of antiquity, which has reached us. Of 
the genuineness of the letters of Clement, Jgna* 
tius and Polycarp, there are doubts : though per- 
haps unfounded ; of the letters of Piiny and Tra- 
jan, I never heard any entertained ; and being the 
tcftimony of an enemy, they afford the mofl irre- 
* fragable proof. We may fafely conclude Bythinia 
was not Angular for the number of converts, or 
the fpirit of perfecution ; and if fuch . means as 
thfc philofophic Pliny employed againft Chriftia- 
xrity, were only repeated through the govem- 
frients of Afia, the number of vidlims may eaiily 
be conceived. , 
ft 
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A. D. 107. "C Pl€ny to the Emperor TiiAjAJK, 

wijkes health. 

*^ SIRE, 

^* It it uftial with mc to oonfiilt you in every 

matter wherein I am in doubt^ and to fubmit to 
your determination ; for who better than yourielf 
ean dire<5l me when I hefitate, or inftruA me 
where uninformed ? Till now I never had occa* 
lion to be prefent at any criminal proceis agaioft 
theChriftianst I am ignorant therefore to what 
extent it is ufual to inflidl punifhment, 6r 'urge 
profeeution. I have much hcfitated alib^ W&ether 
there fhould not be fbme difiindlion made be^- 
tween the young and old ; and in the application 
of the torture, whether there fhould not be a dif- 
ference between the robuft and the delicate-*— 
whether pardon fhould not be offered to peni- 
tence ; or whether an openly profelfing Chrfftian 
fliall be allowed to retra<Sl, in order to eicape pu- 
nifhment ; whether the profeffion itfdf is to be 
regarded as a crime, however innocent in other 
refpefts the profeflbr may be; or whether tjle 
crimes attached to the name, muft be proved, be- 
fore they are liable to fufFer. 

^^ In the interval, my method wfth Ac Qiriftians 
who have be^n impeached as (och, has been this ': 

I 3 I in- 
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I interrogated them, are you Chriftians ? If they 
aVowcd it, I aiked the fame quedion a (econd aod 
a third time, threatening them with the punifli- 
ment decreed by the law : if they ftill perfifted, I 
orderod them' to be executed on the fpot ; for^ 
whatever their profeffion of religion might be, I 
had not the lead doubt that fuch perverfenefs, 
and inflexible obilinacy, certainly ought to be pu- 
cilhed. . 

« 

" T^ere were others infeiSed with thismadnefs, 
.wh9, ^^eing Roman citizens, I adjudged to be 
tranfgorted to Rome for your immediate cogni- 
zance. 

" In the diicuffion of this'^matter, accufations mul- 
tiplying, a diverfity of cafes occurred. A fchcdule 
of names was fent mc by an unknown accufer ; 
but when I cited the perfons, many denied the 
fed, that they were, or ever had been Chriftians : 
and repeating after me the ufual formula, ad^ 
dreShd the Gods, and offered fupplications with 
wjne and frankincenfe to your image, which, with 
the ftatues of other deities, I had ordered to be 
produced, adding their malediiSlions of Chrift, to 
which no real Chriftian, I am aflured, by any tor- 
ments could be compelled. Tbefe therefore I 
thought proper to difcharge. 

*' Others 
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" Others named by an informer, at firft acknow- 
ledged themfclves Chriftians, and then .denied it ; 
pretending, that though they had been fuch, they 
had renounced the profeflion, fomc for three years, 
others for a longer time, and. a few for more than 
twenty. All tliefc adored your image and the 
ftatucs of the Gods, and at the fame time called 
. Chrift an accurfcd objcdl. 

" From their affirmations I learned, that the fuiii 
of all their ofFence, call it fault or error, was, thW 
on a day fixed they ufcd to aflemble before fun- 
rife, and fing together in alternate refponfes hymns 
to Chrift? as a deity ; binding themfelves by the 
iplemn engagements of an oath, not to commit 
any manner of wickcdncfs ; to be guilty neither 
of theft, nor robbery, nor adultery : never to break 
a promife, or keep back a depofit, when called 
upon. This fervice being concluded, it was their 
cuilom to feparate, and meet together again for a 
repaft, promifcudus indeed, and without any dif* 
tini^iion of rank or fexes, but perfe<5^1y barmlefs: 
and even ifom this they had defiilcd, fince the 
publication of my cdidl, forbidding, according to 
your orders^ all clubs and ailbciations. 

. *^ For farther information, I thought.it neceflary, 
in order to come at the truth, to put two damfels, 
who were called deaconeiles, to the torture ; but 

I 4 I could 
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I could extort nothing from them but the acknow- - 
ledgment of a fuperftition, depraved as immode- 
rate ; and therefore, defifting from farther invefti- 
gation, I hailed to confult you ; for, indeed, the 
matter appeared to me deferving the moil atten« 
tive confideration, cfpecially in the view of the 
immenfe numbers of thofe who are involved in 
this dangerous predicament ; for informations arc 
already brought againft multitudes of all ages, of 
all orders, and of both fexes ; and more will be 
impeached, for the contagion of this fuperftition 
has not only widely fpread over the cities and vil- 
lages, but reached even the farm houfcs. I am 
of opinion, however, that it may yet be flopped 
■ amd corredled ; for it is evident that the temples, 
which I found nearly deferted, begin to be fre- 
quented ; and the facred folemnities, that for a 
long while had been fufpended, are come again 
into pra6lice : fo that now there is a brifk falc of 
vi6lims for facrifices, where before there fcarcely 
could be found a purchafer. From whence I cart- 
not but conclude, that the bulk of the people may 
be reclaimed, if impunity be allowed to repents 
ance/' 

The reply of Trajan to Pliny, I (hall fubjoin, as 
calling a fuller light upon the fubje(5l, and enabling 
us from both, to form very plear views of the ftatc 
of the Chriilian Church at that time* 

Trajah 
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Tkajan to Pliny. 
^* my bear pjliny, 

*^ You have certainly followed the right track, 
in the difcuflion of the caufes, relative to the im- 
peachment of the Chriftians. No certain rule can 
be laid down, invariably to be adhered to in all 
cafes. They are not to be hunted up by informers, 
but if impeached and convidled, let them be exe- 
cuted: only with this reftridtion, that if any per- 
fon deny that he is a Chriftian, and demonftratc it 
by offering fupplication to our Gods^ however fuf- 
picious his condudl may have been before, his pe^ 
nitence (hall fecure his pardon. But unlefs every 
information has the accufer's name annexed, what- 
ever be the crime charged, it is not to be regarded; 
as it would be a precedent of the worft fort, and 
totally contrary to the maxims of my govcm- 
jnent." 

Tbefe letters appear to give a' wonderfully com- 
plete view of the ftate of Chriftianity, and the 
dreadful perfecutions to which the faithful wctc 
expofed.. For I apprehend the chara<5ler of thefe 
ivitnefles (lands fo high with our modern infidel 
philofophers, that we (hall not be accufod of bring- 
ing a partial evidence when we produce Trajan 
and his proconful : and that the conclufion is fair 
^nd indifputable^ that under other emperors and 

other 
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other governors the Chriftians would not meet with 
more liberal treatment. 

1. In the firft place, it is evident, by the laws 
then in force, that it was a capital crime for any 
man to be a Cbriftian ; and that nothing clfc was 
neceflary for his inftant execution, than his own 
confcffion ; or conviction by evidence of the fa6l ; 
or even his rcfufal to commit an a6l of idolatry 
when accufed, in order to his exculpation. 

2. It is as clear that the humane Trajan and 
the philofophic Pliny appear not to entertain a 
doubt of the propriety of the law, or the wifdom 
and juflice of executing it in all its fulnefs. Pliny 
confeiies he had ordered fuch capital punidiment 
to be infliiClcd on many\ chargeable with no crime, 
but their profeflion of Chrifiianity ; and the Em- 
peror confirms the juftiee of the fcntence, and 
enjoins the continuance of fut^h executions, with- 
out exception in favour of any, who did not apofta- 
tizc, curfc the Lord Chrift, and worfhip the idols 
pf paganifm. 

3. After the moft exact enquiries, even from the 
japoftatc Chrifiians themfelves, without a difcordant 
voice or fufpicion of mifreprcfentation, never was a 
tefiimony fo noble, and unequivocal, given to the 
excellence of the Chriltian character; of their piety, 

purity, 
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purity, and peaceable condadl ; their happy com* 
munion with each other ; ami the innocence and 
cxeinplarinefs of their lives before all men. So 
that by the confeflion of thcfe aportatcs thcmfelvcfli 
no man could belong to this holy community^ 
whoTe outward walk and converfation did not 
adorn the do<3rine of God our Saviour in all 
things. And all this is confirmed in the flrongcll 
manner by the very means uicd to extcgt a ditter- 
ertt rcprcfentation. It is horrible to report fuch 
fcandalous |)ei'vcrfion of the facred name of juflicc! . 
Even delicate women are put to the torture^ ia 
order to try if their weaknefs will not betray thera 
into accufations of their brethren. But not a word, 
not a charge can be extorted^ capable of bearing 
the femblancc of evil or crime. To worfhip Chrift 
their God ; to meet for praife and prayer, aiul 
mutual inftruclion ; to form engagements to ab- 
{lain from every evil word and work ; to be exam* ' 
pies and reprovers of that wicked and adulterous 
generation ; to celebrate the facred myfteries of 
their faith in the participation of the fupper of the 
Lord ; and the rcpaft of Chriftian fellowfliip, which 
attended it— thcfe are the depraved fnperji it ion^ the 
execrable crimes^ which nothing but aChriflian^i 
blood can expiate. I feel a holy exuUaihriy whilft I 
record fuch indifputable evidence of tranfcendcnt 
excellence^ aod fuch martyrs forChriftianity. There 

muft 
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muft be Ibmcthing' divine in that do<5lrinc, even 
€mf enemies being judges, that can enable men 
thus to live, and thus to die. I fed ^f acred hor- 
wwTy whilil I behold fuch charaders as Pliny and 
Trajan embruing their hands in innocent blood, 
and decreeing fuch atrocious judgments againft 
pcrfons fo amiable and juft, even by their own ac- 
knowledgments. 

A. I would remark the evidence of the lingular 
peaceablenefs of the Chriftians, and their great care 
to give no offence,- but to fubmit even to the 
xr^^ unjuft requifitions. Their immcnfe numbers 
might have engaged them to (land on their defence, 
fuppofing, what cannot be reafonably queftioned, 
Pliny's own reprefentation. Perfons of all ranks, 
of every age and fex, had been converted to Chrif- 
tianity. The body was fo vaft, as to leave the 
pagan temples a dcfert, and their priefts folitary. 
Scarce a vi6lim was ever brought, or a facred 
folemnity obfcrved, through the paucity erf" wor* 
fhippers. The defection from paganifm muft have 
been wonderfully general and ftriking, which could 
have produced fuch efFedls. But the Chriflians 
neither abufed their power to rcfift government; nor 
a6lcd with the Icfs modcfly in their worfhip; care- 
ful not to bring down upon themfelves unneccflary 
fufFcrings, They knew the edicts egainft them, 

and 



Cent. 1»] THE CHUHCU OF CHftlSlf* \2i 

and aflemblcd, to avoid offence, before break of 
day in their fcveral congregations, at the houfes <rf 
the faithful. And when Pliny made a frcih pro* 
mulgation of Trajan's bloody edi6ls, they for a 
while yielded to the ftorm, and defifted even from 
their love-fcafts and general communion, if not 
from congregational worihip. 

5. I may add, that a more unequivocal evidence 
cannot be given of the Godhead of Chrift, as uni- 
vcrfally admitted in the firft ages of the Church. 
The heathen, who knew the import of finging 
hymns to their deities, could not but regard the 
perfon to whom fuch hymns were addreflcd, as 
really and truly God inthcir eftimation. And the 
contrail of the Chriftian worihip was not ftrongcr, 
refpcdling the object of their devotion, than the 
manners of the men who ofTcrcd it. They furely 
knew the import of their own praifes and prayeis. 
Could they have adored a man, they would not 
have found fuch reludlance to cafl a pinch of frank- 
incenfe on the altar before the image of Trajap, 
in order to fave themfelves from torments and 
death, in all its mod trchiendous forms. Our 
inodern dciftical and focinian Chriflians would 
have been lefs fqucamifh. But thefc dared not to 
deny the only Lord God, even our Lord Jefug 
chrift. And whom they worftiipped with their lipif 

as 
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as confefToYs, they glorified with their deaths as 
martyrs. 

6. It is awful to confider the tcil to which the 
Chrifliai^s were brought, and the fearful evidence 
which appeared, how many had aflumed the naroc> 
of Chriftian^ anddcfcrtcd paganifm, who had never 
drank into the fpirit of vital Chrifiianity : and 
therefore, when perfccution for the word's foke 
arofe, they fell away from their profeflion, and 
made (liip wreck of faith and of a good confcience. 
Though the martyrs were many, the apollates were 
more. That the martyrs were numerous, the de- 
clarations of Pliny, what J/e had done ; and the 
orders of Trajan, what hejitould do, can leave- no 
tBi^Der of doubt. And we have conclufive evi- 
dence of the power of God in fupporting his peo- 
ple under every fufFcring and terror, in the very 
damfcls who were tortured. Death had been a 
Icfs evil for thefc than the rack. The fufFcring 
there had been momentary. If the feebler fex fet 
ib noble an example, we may be aflured, there 
would not be wanting others, who would affront 
death and every danger, rather than fubmit to 
thefe tyrannical orders, and involve their fouls in 
this fearful criminality : Could the facred paflors 
of the flock, who had preached fo often and fo 
^wcrfuUy Jefus Chrift^ and him crucified^ call 

that 
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that Jefus accurfed ? Incenfe a living worm, and 
worftiip a ftock or a ftone ? How much preferable 
were prifons, and death to fuch an execrable re- 
quifition ? Were there not multitudes of the flock 
who would follow them in the bloody facrifice ? 
Almoft incredible to modern vulgar Chriftianity, 
as this may be, wc fee fuch things have been, and 
whenever a firnilar (tatc of the' world Ihall bring 
again the licry trial, it will be found that the power 
of the Holv Ghoft hath not forfakcn the earth, 
but that there arc iiill fomc, many, ready to die 
for the name of the Lord Jefus. 

7. Plow perfectly firnilar are the philofophical 
ideas of Chrifiianity in every age ? In their view it 
was a kind of madnefs — a fanatic^contagion that 
had fpraid chiefly among the populace — an over- 
trained afFedtation of religion, and being righte- 
ous overmuch — an imbecillity and depravity of the 
human undcrftanding — a worfliip as abfurd in its 
objc(5las fupcrftitious in the devotion and the pre- 
cifenefs of fts profcflbrs. Read Pliny, Hume, Gib- 
bon, Voltaire, and remark how exactly coincident 
their views are of Chrifiianity ! And I am greatly 
miilaken in my knowledge of human nature, if in 
firnilar circumftanccs the modern infidel would 
not be as bitter a perfecutor as the antient. With 
all their notions of candour and humanity, wc fee 

io 
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in PHny and Trajan, that the tender mercies of the 
wicked are cruel. They muft hate and defpife the 
Goipel and its profeflbrs : and whenever power is 
in the hands of oppreflbrs, their pretended phi- 
lanthropy will not hefitate to ihed a Chriilian'a 
blood. 
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THB CONCLUSION OP THE FIRST CENTURY— • 
CLEMENT^ AND HIS BPISTUS. 

THE teftimony of the heathen writers will to 
many convey more unexceptionable evidence 
than the writings of the primitive Chriftians. The 
letters of Pliny and Trajan, and the annals of Ta- 
citus, are univerfally admitted as genuine ; nor, I 
believe, was a doubt ever fuggefted to the con- 
trary, whilft the Epiftles of Clement, Ignatius and 
Polycarp, have miniftercd much difpute, their au- 
thenticity been queftioned, and charges laid againft 
them of fraud and interpolations. Many pretended 
genuine antient works have been proved fpurious, 
and generally rejedled. The apoflolic canons and 
conftitutions of Ignatius, the Epiitlc of Barnabas, 
and the Shepherd of Hermes, writings early cir- 
culated, carry forgery and falfehood on the face of 
them, and have been exploded by all learned and 
impartial judges. 

Perhaps alfoj it might 1be fuggefted, that the 

imtings of Clement, Ignatius^ and Polycarp, were 

Vol. I. K not 
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Dpt the bed fpecimens of that age, though unfor- 
tunately the only ones which have rciiched us. 
Many probably of the Chriftians of that day could 
have wrote more 4bly ; morq clearly refpe6ting 
evangelical truth ; and more forcibly in regard to 
argument. The ftile, manner, and fcntiments of 
. thtjfc fefpe6led fathers, though pious, and plainly 
exprcffed, difcover a great inferiority, as authors, 
to many who followed them in the next ages, and 
ftill more to the writers of later times. Indeed, all 
thole called apojlolk fathers appear, (I hope I (hall 
not offend by fpcaking the truth,) low in the fcale 
of excellence, whether in precilion of dodlrine, 
clearncfs of argument, knowledge and comment of 
Scripture, beauty of ilile, or forciblenefs of appli- 
cation, compared with many of a more modem 
date. The reverence for the fathers hath been of 
late greatly, perhaps too much, reduced, lince we 
have begun more fcrupuloufly to weigh excellence, 
not by antiquity, but the moll exadl correfpond- 
encc with the Divine oracles. With thefe afluredly 
we^ have, fincc immediate infpiration ceafed, better 
means of being acquainted, than any of the mofl 
Renowned fathers. Some, perhaps all, the books 
of the facrcd code, were dillcminated before the 
end of the lirfl century, but thefe were of more 
-^lifficult attainment.than we can now fcarcely con- 
ceive. The praife the fathers merit, and have well 
earned, is the fimplicity which is in Clirill ; zeal 

to 
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to promote what they themfelves believe'd; and 
readinefs to ieal with their blood the teftimony 
which they bore. Let it alfo be remembered^ that 
books were then lb fcarce ; the opportunities of 
fcientific knowledge fo few and reftridled ; the 
Chriilians, from their ftation in life, and the con- 
flant fcene of fufFcrings with which they had to 
confli6l, fo unfavourably fituated, and deprived of 
the* means of improvement, that the wonder is, 
how the works of the moil antient fathers are fuch 
as we find them. If they gain not the palm of the 
rhetorician, they bear the nobler ftamp of un- 
adorned truth. To the honour of thefe holy men 
kt it be recorded, that they did more for their 
adorable Marter,rthan many of their wifer followers 
, have been willing to attempt, or able to atchieve* 
They went out preaching every fvherey and God 
bore \vitnefs to their labours with figns following : 
figns, more noble than the miraculous powers, 
with which, I iapprehcnd, beyond the firft century, 
few were inverted : figns of converfion in finners 
of the moft, dcfperate characters, to the knowledge, 
love, ^nd worfhip of God our Saviour, by the 
powet of .the Holy Ghoft. 

The moment we leave the oracles of God, tra- 
(dition is but a treacherous guide ; and when we 
joouft be content with the report of fuch author^ 

k2 • a4 
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is Eu(ebius^ colledtmg at the diftdocc of two hun« 
dred years^ traditionary infbnnation ; and under 
all the prejudices and credulity that are fo glarings* 
ly marked in bim, X am cordially thankful for thn 
jnare credible tefiimomes of heathen vien. 

CLEMENT. 

An. Q2. The writings of this apoftdic father^ 
marked with the charaflers of authenticity, ferve t(^ 
csA fome light upon theCbriftian Church. Whether 
lie be the fame perfon, whofe name is recorded by 
the Apofile, (Phil. iv. 3.) is uncertain, though not 
improbable. He had, in that cafe, been the fellow 
febomrrr with the ApoftTe, and his attendant at 
Philippi. Whether he was a natire Roman, or lefl 
by the Apoille at Rome to fuperintend the con- 
cerns of that churchy appears not decided. Ha 
bad probably alio, if PauPs afibciate, become welt 
acquainted with the Corintbiar> church, where 
wealth and wifdom iiad early introduced fo much 
corruption^ defire of pre-eminence^ a difputatiour 
and fadlious fprrit, atid confeqiiently moA di(ho« 
nourable divifions ; and thefe 4mhappt}y continued 
and increafcd. 

The addrefs of bis Epiftle to the Corinthians, 
remarkably refembles that of the Apofilc, whole 
fellow labourer he might' have been. But not 

^eakin^^ 
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fpeakitig; with his authority, or in his own name, 
Clement coniinunieates the refult of the confide- 
ration of the whole church at Rome, on the cafe 
they l^d received, and now anfwered ; addreifing 
it to the church at Corinth, to the called and/anC'* 
tified in Chrlft Jefus. Clement arrogates no title, 
alTumes no dignity, nor diredls himfelf to any in* 
dividual officer in the Corinthian church ; but as 
the organ of his own congregation, replies to the 
general Corinthian body, whom it concerned. 

He commences with excuiing the delay of an 
3nfwer from the afflicted and perlecuted ilate of 
the Roman church. Having io general fpoken 
highly of the fidelity and exemplary condu6l of 
the Corinthians, as the ele^ of God, he cfpecially 
remarks their z%sX for doing good ; the fulnefs of 
the Holy Gholl in their hearts ; and the fpirit of 
prayer upon them for pardon and peace in their 
own fouls ; and for the accomplifhment of the 
number of the elei^. 

From hence he pafles to the unhappy change 
which had fupervened, when many had departed 
from the good old paths ; and feduded by a fpirit 
of pride and envy, left the ways and ordinances 
of Chrift, to walk, after their own luAs. 

K 3 Having 
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Having produced the bright examples of apoftles 
and prophets, whom they (hould hear and imitate, 
he warns them again ft thole who wanted to lord 
it over God's heritage; to introduce contention 
and divifion ; and exhorts them to cleave to thofe 
minifters, whofe godlinefs and peaceable demean- 
our were fo, different from the hypocritical prdfcf- 
fors : afliiring them, that Chrift was only theirs, 
who thought hvimbly of themfelves; and prefumcd 
not to exalt themfelves over his fold and flock. — *, 
That inftead of gorgeous robes of diftin6Hon, they 
Ihoiild rather imitate the worthies who wandered 
about in (heep-fkins and goat-fkins. Heb. xi. 37. 
And inftead of high imaginations, remember the 
lowly thoughts of Abraham, (Gen. xviii. 27.) and 
Mofes, Exod.. iii. Jl. 

« 

He exhorts them to reverence their prefidents 
'xporfy^iuevoi^ to honour the elders, and inftrudt 
the younger in the fear of -God, 4heir wives and 
their children, agreeable to' tbefaith which- is in- 
Chrift, and the teaching of the Holy Ghoft. He 
piirticularly reminds thein of the rcfurrc<51ion day, 
to enforce every exhortation ; but unhappily chufcjs 
an elucidation from the phoenix, as a reality. •' 

The fam!Sity of the Chriftian character is moft 
folemnly infifted upon ; with ftrong rebukes againft 

all 
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all reviling; impure conne<5lions ; drunkennefs, 
infolcnces, covetoufnefs, adulteries, and execrable 
pride. The true minifters whom they ought to' 
cleave to and follow, are delcribed by indubitable 
maorks, 38 having received the grace of God in 
truth ; being humble, felf-dcnied, far removed 
from all cenforioufnefs ; and juft men efFedlively, 
not in their lips, ^but in their lives ; and who 
preached not themfelves, but Chrift Jefus the 
Lord.* 

The dodlrines which charatfterize the truo 
teachers from the falfe, he explicitly defcribes.— 

* Mr. Milner, in his excellent Church Hiftoiy, which^ like 
e^'e^y thing human, hath its impede <ft ions, flrongly reprobates 
(P. 138, vol. i.) the condud: of many in the prefent day, as 
the counterpart of the Connthi;in church, who, under fpeci- 
ous reprcfentations of the right of private judgment and pleas 
of confcience, fall into the heinous i^uilt of fchifm. I am a(lo-» 
ni(hcd, that a man of his Chrifliau knowledge and expeiiencct 
can fee any iimilitude between a multitude of gr)u:k>Uft ibuls 
withdrawing from falfe teachers, and paitors wbo walk difbr-* 
derly, working not at all, the very charaAers heK dcTqnbedy 
and forming real churches under faithful labourers of their 
own choice, and proud and wicked Corinthians ? Do men 
withdraw from goJly pafiors T For one of this dcfcription in the' 
prefent day, who can be blamed for fo domg;'ten thoufanii 
withdraw from their paVochid, or. heretiail teachert, on tlie 
foundeft grounds of Chriftian obligation. The crinic and the 
fchifm is with thofe who caiifc it by their unfcriptural teach- 
ing and condudly not with thofe whp come out from among 
them, and arc feparate. * " 

K 4 "We 
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" We therefore," faith he, '' called by the will of 
God, are not condituted juft men by ourfelves, 
^' neither on account of our attainments in fciencc, 
power of intelledi, our piety, or works, even 
wrought with fandlity of heart, but by faith, 
by which alone, the omnipotent Grod-hath juf- 
*^ tified all who ever were juft before him, to whom 
^^ be glory for ever and ever !** So unequivocal a 
Gonfei&on of the true faith is to be ftrongly noted, 
as the cardinal hinge of the queftion, who are the 
fchifmatics; to what teachers we muft cleave; 
and from whdn we muil feparate the difciples. 

The good works which adorn the Chriftian doc- 
trine, he proceeds to enforce, and which every 
faithful man mufl be careful to maintain. 

The apoftles, commiflioned of Chrift, appointed 
lifhops and deacons, of fuch as were approved by 
the Spirit, and the whole Church, whofe choice 
was always to be confultcd, and without which no 
xninifter could be impofed upon them. As thcfe, 
he obferves, miniftercd with humility and fidelity, 
and with the higheft tcflimony of their excellence ; 
one or two infolent, proud, and over-bearing bi- 
ihops, fhould not be fufFered to deprive them of 
their bifhop's office. Happy the prefbyters, he 
adds, who have finiihed their courfe, &c. So that 
in the Corinthian church, prefbyters and bifhops 

wert 
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^ were ftill iynonimous. Bat ibtne rich^ proud^ and 
infolrat men, aiTumed a fuperiority over their fd» 
lows^ and wanted to cxercife dominion, by cafttng 
out of the church the moil holy and exemplary 
pallors, whofe condu<Sk reproached thetrpride^ their 
n^ligence, and worldly-mindednefi. 

« 
It is evident alfo hitherto, that no change had 

been made in the eledlion of minifters, and that 

every profbyter or bifhop was the choice, or had 

the approbation of the people, without which, none 

had dared to intrude himfelf, or impofe others upon 

the church. 

Exhorting them to peace and charity, to bed 
their breaches, and fubmit to their godly preibyten^ 
and that they may fend back fpeedy tidings of their 
reftoration to union and love : He concludes with 
a fervent prayer, that God who eledled the Lofd 
Jefus Chriil, and us by him, for his peculiar peo* 
pie, would crown them with every Chrillian gracei 
and prepare them for his eternal glory. 

Such is the fubftance of this famed «piAIe. I 
confefs the internal evidence of its genuinenefs is 
ftrong, and no deviation perceivable in do6hine or 
practice, from the apoftolic model. 

I obfenre 
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I obfcrve throughout no mention of miraculous 
gifts, and am difpofed to think they generally 
ceafed with the firft generation of the Apoftles' 
converts and fucceflbrs, and rarely exifted beyond 
the firft century. 'At leaft in the extended and 
aftoni(hing greatnefs that they were at firft dif- 
penfed, by the laying on of the hands of the Apoftles. 

' One piece of hiftory is here recorded refpeding 
the martyrdom of Paul and Peter, though the 
place of their fufFeriogs is not afcertaincd. 

On the whole this is a moft valuable tefiimony 
for true Chriftianity, and though the difFcrence in 
every view with the facred epiftles is itriking, yet 
all the fundamental dodlrines and pra<5iices are 
clearly laid doWn. The godhead and glory of 
Jefus Chrift; the election of Crod ; the redemption 
by blood ; juflification by faith ; a confutation of 
objectors, ftrongly fimilar to the Apoftle*s arguing 
in the Epiftle to the Romans, refpedling its in- 
fluence on good works ; and all the gifts and 
graces of the Holy Ghoft recommended, prepara- 
tory to the glory which Ihall be revealed, 

« 

•' Tradition mentions the names of Clemens and 
Domitilia, pcrfons of great rank and endowments, 
and »( the imperial family, as numbered among the 

foitkful 
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faithful in the Roman church. But Chnflianity 
cannot receive dignity from its profeflbrs, though 
it always confers it. The Romifli church was fliH 
in obfcurity, below the notice of the writers of the 
ngCj arid fufFering the odium and contempt of the 
noble and ihe philofophcr j 

What is called the fecond epiftle of Clement ia 
rather to be thought the firft, as no mention of 
divifionS is made in it. Indeed the whole contains 
iittic particular. The opening fentence conveys m 
(trong aflertioh of the godhead of our Lord ; and 
the exhortations and charges arc truly apoftolicaU 
It is fhort, a part being wanting, and the laft para- 
graph which is prefervcd, probably a fpurious ad- 
dition. The whole has been much queftioned* 
Nor docs it feem of any im{>ortancc, fincc it com- 
municates no frefh light on the fubjccft of the 
Chriftian Church, nor adds any confiderable flock 
to Chriflian knowledge or experience. The whole 
is unadorned with any beauty of di(51idh, and fuch 
only as the fimpleft Chriftian might indite. Thus 
to the -end of 'the firft century, the church had 
formed no alteration in its cflahlifbed mode of 
government and order, different from what appears 
in the Afts of the Apoftlcsand the Epiftles. The 
churches lived in near communion with each othe> 
as one body ; received each other's members, as 
bufinCffs or the calls of the Gofpel occafioned re-* 
inovals, as their own; confulted each other in 

matters 
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matters of diiEcuIty^ and reproved each other in 
cafes of offence. But no perfon or church arro- 
gated dominion over others. The church of 
Corinth afFedled no fuperiority over Rome, nor 
Rome over Corinth. Wherever the higheft opi- 
nion was entertained of wifdom, fan^tity^ and the 
indwelling power of the Holy Ghoft in any church, 
or her minifters, there advice would naturally be 
fought, and they would be heard with reverence 
and refpe6l as the epidle of Clemcn$ teftifies. But 
no claims of pre-eminence or prelatical power here 
make their appearance. 

Matters, however, it mud be 6wneds rcfted not 
long in this ftate of lowlincfs and fimplicity. Igna^ 
tins will foon be fecn advancing many degrees 
above Clemens in epifcopal authority, and Cyprian 
rifing abundantly higher on the ftilts of prelatical 
arrogance. This was an increafing evil. Before 
the middle of the fecond century the change was 
confidcrable, though for a while the poverty and 
perfccutions of the Church fcrvcd as a ftrong check 
to the native corrupt affedlation of power and fupe- 
riority in the human heart. 

Confidering the times, and regarding the pcr- 
fons called to be faints, a learned miniftry cannot 
be fuppofed in the primitive church. The prefbyters 
muft have been in general men limple and un- 
lettered. 
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lettered, thoogh full of faith and of the Holy Ghoft, 
the qualifications which then determined the ftif^ 
frage of the fcvcral flocks. They were perfons 
little fuited to difpute with the philofbphers on tbo 
arcana of nature, or metaphyiical fubtiltics, bat 
they could tell a plain and afFedtng ftory of hint 
who bought us with his own moft precious bloody 
who died for us and rofe again ; and of the guilt 
and inevitable ruin of all who (hould neglc6l fo 
great falvation : and the eSecls produced by their 
preaching were feen to be mighty through God to 
the pulling down the ftrong holds of fin in the 
human heart, againft whicb the heathen ibpbifts 
and mcmilifts had made their attacks in vain. In« 
deed the very beft of tkem were themfelves the 
fervants of corruption. And after all the fine 
things, fo finely wrote about virtue and morals^ 
their own conducSl afforded a pregnant example of 
the impotencQ of the do6trines which they taught^ 
or rather of the opinions on which they fceptically 
harangued: whilft the Chriftian bifhops not only 
Kved what they profefled to teach, but were every 
day ready to go to prifon and to death for the 
name of the Lord Jefus. 

The books of the oanon of Scripture are fup- 
pofed to have been collected for the ufe of the 
church before the expiration of the firft century ; 
and qpfiotationa from them and references to them 

>re 
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pre found in the earlieft writers. But I apprehend 
no creed had apoftdic fandlion; though every 
church had th^i* mode of admitting members on 
their confdGSlQn of JJie fahb^ 'which is after godli-- 
oeis. How foon the creed boarmg the name of 
the Apoftles generally prevailed is uncertain. I 
ihouM conceiv.e • the whole was neither at once 
i^opted^ nor generally, but grew up by degrees, 
mnd became univerial, as a plain and precifc epi^ 
tome of Chriflian faith. The herefies that began 
to prevail, feem to have contributed to this, as 
they made an explicit declaration on the points re- 
lative to the incarnation of our Lord Jefus Chrift 
more .necefiary^ and his glory and godhead were 
yet the foundations of every real Cbrifiian*s faith 
and joy. 
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THE Apoftles' CreeA npturally leads .to thp 
confidUjratioh of the grand herefies, which 
cbnamencing in the thucs of the Apoftles, and 
hardly checked • by theii* prefence and labours,' 
burft forth with greater violence, when towar^ls 
the end of tfeis century; thefc apoftolical men were 
removed to their eternal reft. Thefe herefies were 
chiefly twofold, proceeding from the natural pride 
of the human heart, the fources of which St. Paul 
had fo diftindlly marked. " The Jews require a 
fign, and the Greeks feek after wifdom, but we. 
preach Chrift crucified to the Jews a Humbling 
block, and to the Greeks fooliflmefs." As many of 
both thefe were brought to the confeflion of the 
Chriftian faith, and only partially abandoned their 
own former prejudices ; they early indulged their, 
peculiar fpcculations. 

• 

The DocBT£ of whom the Cerinthians and 
Nicolaitans feem to be branches, fappofed the hu^ii 
man nature of Chrift to be only an apparent body^ 

and 
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and not real manhood ; and thus the do6irine of 
atonement by him^ and all the confequences 
thence flowing, with the refurredlion of the dead, 
entirely vaniflied. Thefe, from tteir nice and 
curious fpeculations on the divine nature, and their 
attempts to explain every thing myftically and 
allegorically, received the name ofgnqfiics. St Paul 
defcribed their pretenfioQS, then already begun, as 
Jaence falfely fo called^ 

The others were called Ebiokites, frotu ♦heir 
leader Ebion; fuppofed by Tertullian, to be a 
Jewifh fe6l ; though I am rather dii^fed to think 
ftey were the olBspring of the Judaizing Cbriilians, 
who had given the church fo much trouble, and 
particularly had occafioned fo many diviflons at 
Corinth and Galatia. They admitted Jefus Chrifl 
to be a true man, and of a tranfcendently excellent 
charafter, but they fuppofed morals conftituted 
the eflence of religion; and excluded every idea of 
the incarnate Deity, as a fubflitute for others, and 
a propitiation for our (ins : fuppoling that by their 
own virtue and excellence, they became entitled to 
the favour of God, and that copying his example, 
which demfonftrated how far a holy man could ar- 
rive towards perfe6iion, they might claim true 
difcipleftiip. The fam« pride of knowledge, and 
Vain conceit of human ability continue to produce 
the feme efFedls, and though men now may not 

adopt 
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adopt all the whims of Gnoftics or Ebionitcs^' in 
the eflential poiiits of herefy they exactly copy 
them. All Arians, Socinians, deiftical, philofbphi^ 
cal Chriftiaril^ and all proud and felf-righteous 
pharifaical profeflbrs, who think they can commend 
themfelves to God by their own doings and duties, 
are the feed and defcendants of the Gnoltics and 
Ebionites of the firft age. As the nature! of cor- 
rupt man is the fame, under whatever (hades iicrcly 
appears, in eflence and principle it will be always 
alike, and fpring from one or other of thefe gmnd 
fources of error, an overweening conceit of ouf 
own wifdom and fcience, or a high imagination of 
our native moral powers and ability to walk and 
to pleafe God. 
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CHAP. IV. ^ 



THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE SECOND CENTURY^ 
AND THE MARTYRDOM OF IGNATIUS. 

AMIDST the flames of perfecution kindled 
without, and the corruptions and errors 
broached within, the Church continued to raiie 
her facred head encircled with glory, and to en* 
large her borders farther and wider. The lumin* 
ous evidence attending the Gofpel word ; the Di- 
rine power which attended the preaching; the 
holy lives of its profeflbrs ; the zeal of confeflbrs, 
and the blood of martyrs failed not to make daily 
and numerous converts to the truth : and as Pliny 
informs us, Civitafes, vices, agros fervagata eft. The 
great towns firft evangclifed were filled with mul- 
tiplied churches. The villages naturally received 
the light burfting fi-om them, and all the vicinage 
formed fimilar aflemblages. And as is the nature 
of Chriflian zeal, it knew no bounds, but difFufed 
the knowledge of Chrift into the very ferm-houfes, 
where overfeers and flaves, who ufually tilled the 
ground, heard and welcomed the liberty with 
which Chrift had made them free, 
. ' ' J I After 
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After the departure of the great itinerant evan- 
gelifts to their reft in glory, and on the increafing 
extent of the Chriftian Church in every place, the 
defirablenefs 'of a ftationary prefident feems to 
have introduced a change in the government of 
the fcveral evangelifcd cities and churches. Tlie 
very learned Chancellor King endeavours to prove, 
that in the largeft cities there was but one church 
and one bi(hop. I have already given my reafons 
for differing from him, and for fuppofing the ne- 
ceflity of many houfe congregations, where the 
body of Chriftian profeflbrs was fo great : arid as 
they fought to avoid obfervation, and attradl as 
little as poflible the attention of the rulers, they 
would not afluredly in fuch immenfe multitudes 
have aflcmblcd in one place. That about the bc- 
ginning-of the feCond century, a bifliop appears 
at the head of a preft)ytery, can hardly be doubted, 
and the name became appropriate to one^ which 
before all the prelbyters had equally borne. Being 
now no longer under the fuperintending care of 
the gretit apoftoHc evangelifts, who went about 
every where to eftablifti order, to prefcrve the unity 
of the Church, and be the cementing bond of the 
whole body, the feveral churches and prefbyters 
feem to have chofen one of their own body to 
fupply the preficjence thefe had before cxercifed. 
Whether the lafgeft citifes, however, as King 
argues, formed onlv one congregation with many 

L 2 prefbyters. 



prefby ters, or^ as I rather thinki coniifted of many 
congregations with prelbyters in each of tbem^ the 
whole feems now to have formed one body, under 
a fupcrintendant or btktvlvkoq chofen by thcmfelves. 
Every church exercifed difcipline over . its own 
members ; in which the whole aflembly of the 
faithful gave their fufFrage. The reverence for 
their paftors was great, but clerical dominion had 
as yet found no place. 

Such appears to have been, the fiate of the 
Church in the beginning of the fecond century, — 
All the Apoftles probably, and the men of the firft 
generation, who had been the difciples of the Lord, 
and come forth from Jerufalem, had by this time 
finifhed their tefiiniony ; as well as moft of a fe- 
cond race, who had heard them. The churches 
had therefore no longer thefc oracles of wifdom to 
confult in their emergencies, but were left to the 
general teaching of the word and fpirit, and th^ 
directions received before their departure. Tra- 
dition affirms, that the Apoftle John furvived the 
reft, and lived to the end of the century, or nearly; 
clofing his race at Ephefus, But as there is little 
reafon to fuppofe he was exempted from the ge- 
neral lot of mortality, his feeblenefs and imbecil- 
lity would prevent probably the churches from re- 
ceiving any eftcntial advantages^from his labours, 
.fome time before he finally doled his mortal 

career. 
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career. Though the current of tradition will have 
all the apoftlcs martyrs, for the honour of Chrif* 
tianity, I fee no reafon or conclufive authority for 
fuppofing it; and rather think it probable, that 
delivered from his banifhment at Patmos, and re- 
ilored to his brethren, he peaceably finiftied his 
courfc, and departed like the patriarch, in a good 
old age and full of days, and was gathered unto 
his fathers, as well as others of the apoflles. 

A dark cloud of perfecution now lowered over 
the Chriftians, juftly provoked by their divilions 
and declenfions from apoftolic purity, fimplicity 
and humility. The (hort reign of Nerva had caft a 
gleam of funihine and peace, after the ilorms 
which had gone over them. The toleration with 
which be had indulged them, ceafed on the 
accei&on of Trajan. He bore an utter enmity 
againft Chriilianity, and feems to have appre- 
hended it in a political view, as ready to introduce 
a iyilenj contrary to the defpotifm which he che- 
rifhed. And the obftinacy of the Chriftians, in re- 
futing to fubmit implicitly to all his commands, 
provoked the hatred of a man, who, affaming 
deity, and demanding worfliip, could not bear to 
be contradiAed and oppofed by the meaneft of his 
fubjecSls. He confidered not the caufe, the fadl 
vmg fufKcient in his views to juftify his feverity. 

L 3 I refer 
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I refer to the letters juft produced of Pliqy and 
Trajan, for the truth of what is here affirmed, they 
ipcak unequivocally. Perfecution could not but 
rage under fuch a man, and of fuch a fpirit. The 
i5rft. di(tingui(hed chara<5ler and martyr of this 
century, whofc writings are come down to us, was 



IGNATIUS. 

I mean not to enter into the genuinenefs of his 
epiftles, or the interpolations with which they are 
charged. I am difpofed to receive conviction from 
the arguments of thofe ingenious men, who have 
concluded their authenticity ; and they carry every 
internal mark of belonging to that age, and to the 
perfon to whom they, are imputed ; and as fuch 
are valuable monuments of antiquity. An. 107 
toll6. 

The authenticity of the ads of Ignatius is juftly 
queilioncd. Some fa6ls, however, may be feparated 
from the fables with which they are mixed.. His 
chara6ler appears excellent, and his end glorious ; 
though the nieans which led to it, if truly record- 
cd, which I doubt, will by no means demand our 
imitJition or aj^probation. He is faid to have been 
the Bifliop of Antioch, when Trajan vifited that 
city in his expedition againft the Pailhians, in the 
year 107. The perfecution .igainfl the Chriftians, 

as 



Cent' 2.] THE CHURCH QP CRRIBT. tSt 

as appears from the letters above mentioned, had 
raged with great fury in Afia, and continued nn^^ 
abated. Ignatius, who had hitherto been fpared^- 
or protedled, (as tradition reports) appeared nowr 
too ambitious of martyrdom, and determined tor 
prefent himfelf before Trajan, and to defy the fiuy 
of the oppreflbr. The reafons given for his con- 
du6l fecm indefenfible in the higheft degree ; -for, 
inilead of averting the ftorm by offering himfelf tcT 
fuffcr, it cannot be fuppofed but that this muil have 
had the ftrongeft tendency to bring down the arm 
of vengeance upon his flock in general. The con- 
ference reported in the a<fts of Ignatius may be 
fabulous, and an attempt of fomc officious Chrif- 
tian of a fubfequent age, to cafl a falfe glory over 
the martyr, who, if the relation was true, would' 
appear in the eyes of every enlightened mind, 
btameable for rufhing on his own deflrudHoni- 
without any apparent call of duty. 

The enmity of Trajan againft the Chriflians, 
might naturally lead him to enquire in his journey, 
through the provinces, for the moft eminent of the 
Chriflian teachers ; and on them chiefly his wrath 
would defcend. Probably Ignatius was feized by 
his order ; and having made a noble confeflion of 
his faith, was fentenced to be devoured by wild 
bcafb in the theatre at Rome, to intimidate that 

L 4 numerous 
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Qumerous body of Chriftians whom Trajan had left 
behiDd ; or to excite^ by this- inftance of his own 
fcverity, theadlivity of the magiftrates to continue 
the perfecution with vigour^ when fuch an example 
from the Emperor himfelf fpoke his pleafure re- 
^ediog the full execution of his edi&s. 

Ignatius may^ indeed, have a(ded impradently, 
or icplied improperly. It is not neceflary to vin- 
dicate every a6l or word of the beft of men. His 
letter to the Romans is very exceptionable, but it 
is fufficiently evident that his Chriftian courage 
was proof againft the fears of death, in its mod tre- 
mendous forms ; and, that nothing had a itronger 
tendency to confirm the faith of his church, than 
that he was willing not only to be bound, but 93 
Paul, to die for the name of the Lord Jefus, The 
zeal, which even errs, is refpedlable, and infinitely 
preferable to the worldly wifdom, and timid pru'- 
dence, that contrives every mean device to (hrink 
from the Crofs. We fhould neither court it in 
felf-fufficiency, nor fhun it in the way of duty. 

He was fent guarded toScleucia, then to Smyrna, 
there he is faid to have been vifited by Polycarp. 
Thither deputies from feveral Afiatic congregations 
came to comfort and converfe with him. And 
during his ftay there, four of the fevcn letters fup- 

pofed 
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pofed to be genuine, are written. They are far 
from elegant compofitions, neither marked with 
purity of di^on nor itrength of reafoning : and , 
fi>metime8 tumid and affe<^edly rhetorical. 

In do6trine he feems not to have degenerated 
ttom the truth ^s it is in Jefus. The fuperfcription 
of the epiftle to^ the church of Ephefus marks ' 
ilrongly, the dodlrines of grace. ^ He fpeaks hum- 
bly of himfelf^ and very highly of Onefimus, and 
of the church brightened in the furnace of afBic- 
tion. Whether this be the perfon mentioned by 
Paul, who had been (lave to Philemon is unccrtato. , 
He efpecially commends union and peace, and re- 
peatedly enforces obedience to their bifhop, and 
carefully to avoid every occafion of divifion in the 
Church. 

A prefbytery with a bifhop at their head is now 
firll diftindtly marked ; and obedience to them en* 
joined as to Chrifl in a pretty high ilrain of autho- 
rity ; and fubjedlion to the bifhop repeatedly incul- 
cated, as to God himfclf. 

Iq this epiflle I find the firft mention of the 
Virgin Mary, but in no wife leading to fuperiti- 
tious reverence for her. Throughout the whole, 
union with ChriiV, as 'the living head, is taught as 
4he eilence of genuine Chriftianity, and his own 

aifumed 
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afluracd name o( Theoph^ruSj^ is indicative of his 
pedbnal experience on this behalf^ 

He exhorts them to Bnite cohitontly for the 
cxercile of divine worfliip ; marks with the ftrongcft. 
language the deity of Jcfus Chrift--— his divine and 
human nature — afcribes to him the knowledge of 
tbelecrets of all hearts — he himfelf being our in- 
dwelling God, and we his confccrated temples. — 
Jn all good fruits, therefore, wc mud give proof of 
the living tree ; and all corruption of the flefh muft 
be avoided — knowing the fearful punifhment await- 
ing every defilement with women, even eternal 
torment, and fire which never will be quenched. 

The real divinity of Jefus Chrift ; his incarna- 
tion, as God and man in one Chrift ; faith in and 
union with him, as the true life of Chriftianity ; 
purity of charadler ; the eternal punifhment of fin, 
are clearly and precifely marked as the doctrines of 
the true Church. 

It muft be acknowledged that there are fome ex- 
prcflRons, (if thcfe are not the interpolations of af-- 
irr-tinics) amidft all the profcffions of humility, too 
frlf-rxnlting: an cpifcopal elevation which begins 
l.> prrp out : and a foundation laying for more 
Mh^n-nt^^ i^ljums. The biftiop at the head of a 

• rh<»ophorus, bearing God. 

prelbytcry, 



G^nt. 2.] TH£ CHUBfH OF CHBIST. 165 

prcfbyt<»y, probably numerous, feels himfelf too 
importafft, and fcems peculiarly jealous to impreis 
a fenfe of this dignity of office on the EphefianBi, 
Kis impatience to be the food of beafts, and bis 
eagerncfa to prevent the leaft efforts for bis deliver* 
ance, anJ deprive him of the honour of martyrdom^ 
to which he afpired, may have had motives to 
juftify his dcfire to himfcIf, though they do not 
to us. 

The epiftle to the Magnenfians, if not fpurious 
or interpolated, is full of the fame epifcopal ex- 
hortations, and flill fomething heightened. *' Be 
fubje^l to the Bifhop, as Jefus Chrift to the 
Father, and the Apoftles to Chrift, and the 
Father, and the Holy Ghoft." Though a foften- 
ing falvo is added, and " to one another alfo/* The 
title given in the addrefs to the bifhop, To wus 
MOST DIGNIFIED^ favours not of apoftolical hu*. 
mility. 

The warnings againft a judaical and pbariiaic^ 
fpirit fhow how that inveterate evil fluck in the 
Church ; and that the Jewifh fabbath had not yet 
wholly given place to the Lord's day. Repeated 
mention of the Father, Son, and Spirit, as the 
do6lrine of the Lord and his Apoftles, leaves no 
doubt of the faith of the Trinity in Unity, as un* 

corrupted, * 



if 



156 IMPARTIAl HISTORY OF [Pct; 1. 

corrupted^ in the Magncnfian church. The Mag- 
nenfians with the Trallians, were new lurches, 
here firil noticed in the records of antiquity. 

In his epiftle to the Trallians, whofe bifhop was 
Polybius^ who had vifit^ him at Smyrna, he ap- 
pears careful to exalt the clerical character. *^ Re- 
•^ verence,'* faith he, " the bifhop'* as the repre- 
** fentative of God the Father, and the prelbyters, 
" as God's fanhedrim/' And again, " He that is 
^within the altar is clean, but he that is without, 
** that is who doth any thing without the bifhop, 
** preibytery and deacons, he is not pure in con* 
^ fcience." Againft the errors of the Docetse, or 
the deniers of the reality of Chrift's fufferings in 
tiie flefh, and of his refurredion, he is particularly 
ihrong and explicit. Many bleiled truths are occa- 
fionally interfpcrfed, but the principal object feems 
to be, the inculcating obedience to the clergy« 

In the epiftlc to the Romans, paffing over his 
rhetorical figures of defire to be devoured by the 
beafis, which mark a hade for martyrdom and a 
defcription of it too florid, there arc afewnoblo 
fentiments. " Nothing feen is eternal, momen- 
. ^ tary arc the objedls of fenfe, but the things un- 
^ feen are forever." ^^ For as much as Jefus Chrift 
^^ exifls in theFather, he appears the more glorious,** 
•* Chfiftianity though it is hated by the world, is 

not 
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not to be concealed in filence^ but to be mani- 
fefled in all its greatnefs/' 



The letter to the Philippians is nearly in the 
fame ftrain as the preceding, as is that to the 
Smy means, where the fame epifcopal obedience is 
again and again inculcated. " Without the bifhop 
•' neither baptifm (hould be adminifiercd, nor a 
'\ love-fcaft kept." 

m 

The letter to Polycarp will deferve the mod at- 
tentive confideration of all who reverence Ignatius, 
and epifcopacy. Such condu6l as he recommends 
will render the office venerable. Such diligence, 
aftivity in Chrift's work, and devotedncfs, deferve 
all affedtion and fubmiffion. If fuch bifhops ap* 
peared, divifions would feldom be known, nor could 
their deferved eminence of excellence be too highly 
efteemed. " To watch with a fpirit ever attentive— 
to fpeak to each member of the church feparate-* 
ly — ^to feek out all by name— even the flaves of 
either fex — and to advife every one of the flock 
^' in the article of marriage" — demands a very con- 
tradled diocefe, or an activity of labour inconceiva- 
bly great. 






From the whole of thefe epiftles, I remark. 
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' 1 . A forwardnefs to invite martyrdom, that was 
of ill example : and is no where countenanced in 
the facred writings. 

2. Epiicopal pretenfions, fuch as had never be- 
fore appeared. Clement*s epiille fuggefts not a 
tittle like it. 

3. The laborious office of a prelate on whom 
fo much devolved, and from whom fo much was 
expedled. 

4. That though a bifhop, prefbyters and. dea- 
cons, feem to have been the cftablifhed form of the 
Aliatic chAirches, yet thefc were ftill the clccflion 
of the people. 

5. That criminal as it is to withdraw from a 
zealous, faithful and laborious paflor, as abfurd 
would it be to expecSl the faithful to receive atiJ 
fubmit to one whofe conduct is the very rcverfe. 
When the bifliop caufes the |xx)ple to leave him, 
for his negligence, worldlinefs, pride, and igno- 
rance, both of his duty and of his flock, he is the 
fchifmatic, not who withdraws, but he who makes 
fuch a feparation ncccllary. 

I 

6. Amidft evident infirmity in the faithful — 
fchifmalical divifions, and great apoftacy in the day 

of 
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of temptation — there evidently appears a biefled 
generation of redeemed tinners ready to ftifFer and 
to ferve the Lord Jcfus Chrift ; holding faft tho 
faithful woi-d, and (landing in the blood of atone* 
ment, and by the power of the Holy Ghoft ; adorn- 
ing the dofftrinc of God our Saviour, and living 
witnefles for the power and purity of the cver- 
lafting Gofpcl. No abfolutely pcrfeA men or 
churches are to be looked for : but fuch as were 
truly faithful, and called, and chofen, atfound'ed in 
the days of Ignatius. 

7. There was a glorious fpread of the Gofpel of 
Chrift amidft the fire of perfecution without, and 
the offences and apoftacy within- The infufEci* 
cncy of the inftruments employed, to all human 
view, confidering their helplefTnefs, want of litera- 
ture, and degradation in every thing which gives 
eminence, rcfpeA and authority in the light of 
men, offers an irrefragable evidence of the divine 
power which enabled the weak things of this world 
to confound the mighty ; and the foolifb things of 
this world to confute the wife ; and to make the 
(implicity of Grofpel truth, and the defpifed dodrine 
of the Crofs triumphant over the malice, might, 
and reafonings of all its enemies. 

8. Whatever herefies had attempted to lift up 
their heads, their progrefs hitherto had not been 

great 
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great. The Church as a body had generally con- 
tinued a fpiritual Church, walking in the light of 
truth, and under the influence of the Holy Ghoft. 
Philofophy had fiercely yet begun to introduce its 
debafing mixtures : nor had the teachers prefumed 
to be afFeiftedly wife above what is written. No 
infolence of public excommunication by any epif- 
copal authority had yet appeared ; much Icfs had 
the foreign biftiop of another church dared to 
thunder out his anathemas. Chriilians were top 
much taken up with the weightier matters of ftl- 
vation to quarrel and excommunicate each other 
ftbout the day on which Eafier fhould be kept ; or 
the nicety of definitions, refpedling matters, of 
which words are incapable of conveying diftinA 
ideas, becaufe they relate to the incomprehcnfible 
God, and his mode of fubfiftence : thefe had not 
yet been introduced. The flood-gates of evil were 
however now opening, and ready to deluge the ^ 
Chriftian Church. Error and perfecution were 
about to drive the woman with the man child into 
the wildernefs, where though exifling, they were 
to be hid for a time, and times, and half a time. 

Conveyed to Rome afler a tedious navigation^ 
Ignatius was impatient to ciofe the fcene ; and de- 
voured by wild bcaflis in the theatre, aflTorded a 
fpeflacle to that inhuman people. 

POLYCARP, 
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POLYCARP, OF EPHESUS. 

An. 160. Polycarp, the friend and difcipic of 
Ignatius^ followed his e^can^ple ; and under a fuo 
ccedipg reign finiftied his faithful teftimony by the 
facrifice of himfelf on the altar of truth. I am 
induced to antedate his hiftory, and to introduce 
him in this place, on account of his letter to the 
Philippians, which breathes nearly the fame Spirit 
as thofe of the preceding martyr, and approaches 
neareft to the primitive (implicity. He adopts ex- 
a6lly the apoflolic falutation, maintains the fun- 
damental dodlrines of the death and refurrcdlioa 
of Chrift, and the benefits thence accruing to be- 
lievers. He exhorts to the pra6lice of all Chriftian 
graces — urges the neccffity of deadnefs to this 
world, and the mortification of all inordinate de- 
fircs. — He defcribes the duties of prefbyters to 
their flocks very forcibly, and the obedience reci- 
procally due to. them for their labours of love- 
Throughout the letter he appears the real plain 
Chriflian paftor, without afFe<9ation of human fci- 
cnce, or the appearance of pride or fuperiority ; 
every where found in the faith, and devoted to the 
work, ready to die for the Lord Jefus. As he pror 
perly belongs to the times of mofl uncorrupted 
fimplicity, I have placed him with Clement and 
Ignatius. All their epifiles hitherto fpeak a lan- 
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guagc fimple and plain, dcftitutc of all philofopbic 
novelties, or afFe6lation of the wifdom of this 
world. The Scriptures are every where quoted 
by them in their literal and genuine fenfc, not 
diftorted into abfurd and unnatural allegories. The 
life of faith in the Son of God, is the great point 
and objedl moft infilled upon. Subtleties of dif- 
pute, and niceties of definition, are ncfver intro- 
duced. Their mode of writing appears defigned 
to inform the mind, by inculcating the revealed 
truths of God, and to recommend their influence 
on the confciencc and the conduct. No fecret 
doSrlne, as has been fuggeftcd, was refervcd for the 
initiated in the myfttrics of Chriftianity ; like the 
Apoftle, they fhunncd not to declare freely, fully^ 
univerfally, the whole counfel of God. Thofewho 
made confeflion of the faith openly, and adorned 
it by a convcrfation becoming godlinefs, were ad- 
mitted to the facramental pledges, and joined to 
the Lord and his Church in vifible communion. 
And thofe who dilgraced their Chriftian profeflion 
by unbecoming condu6l, or cowardice in the hour 
of trial, were cut oiF from the fociety of the faith- 
ful, by the univerfal fufirage of the church to 
which they had belonged, declared by the bifhoj) 
or prefbyter ; nor could be refl:ored but by the 
fame authority, after giving the moft unequivocal 
proof of their repentance. A relapfc was irrcmifli- 
ble for ever. 

Though 
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Though the gnoilic herefy had begun its pro- 
grefs^ and even before the death of John, there 
were many antichrifis ; yet the curious philofophic 
difquiiitions of platonifm, had not yet been en<» 
grafted on Chriftianity, nor many, wife under the 
fophUl*s cloak, begun to make the religion of Jefus 
more palatable, and conformed to the admitted 
principles and pradlices of all religions. The 
Church was yet a garden inclofed, though here and 
there weeds had grown up, inftead of flowers and 
fruit. Perfonal difputes about pre-eminence, and 
the defire to draw away difciples after^them, appear 
the firft of evils lamented and oppofcd by thele 
good men, whofe writings we have reviewed. 
Human nature is the fame in all ages. The grand 
matter of controverfy, as yet, related to the method 
of acceptance with Grod in the one atonement of 
Jefus, in oppoiition to the legal injunctions, dill 
infified upon by judaizing, and felf-righteous 
teachers, in order to juftification of lifel This con- 
troverfy never can ceafe, it will continue to the 
end of time,, being in the nature of man; and tho* 
the abolition of the ceremonial law be now ad* 
mitted, the do6trine of grace, as contrailed witk 
works for acceptance with God, mufl be contro- 
vected, as long as the unawakened confcience 
fancies itfelf pofleiled of moral powers to walk and 
to pleaie God, and reafon a fufiicient guide for 
tha di&avery of all faving truth. 

M % Hitherto 
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Hitherto not a man eminent for icience or letters 

had appeared in the church. All thofe whofe 

works have come down to us, bear a (lamp of fim- 

plicity, divefted of human attainments. Yet by 

thefc, the Gofpel had been fupportcAin its purity ; 

afforded a noble army of martyi;? ; and been fpread 

' to the ends of the earth, from the pilla,rs of Hercules 

to the Parthians, from the favage nations of the 

North to the Indies and Abyflinia. 

* 

It has been difputed whether human wifdom and 
philofophy have done moft harm or good to the 
Church of God. There feems to be one plain 
criterion to judge. Our weapons are not carnal 
but fpiritual, and only mighty through Grodtotlie 
pulling down the flrong holds of fin. A plain un- 
lettered man, powerful in the Scripture^, and taught 
of God is, no doubt, at this day as capable of the 
miniftry of the Gofpel, and able to wield thefword 
of the Spirit, which is the word of God, as ever. 
Not indeed in a long firing of rhetorical arguments, 
and with mathematical prccifion, but in clofe ap- 
plication of the truth as it is in Jefus, to the con- 
foieftces of men. And when modern bifhops de- 
fpife fuch for their lack of fcience, they little rc- 
femble the bcft of their primitive predeceflbrs. The 
prefcnt opportunities of learning are fo much &ci- 
litated as to have added greatly to the fcientific at* 
taipments of all ranks of men. And leifore for 
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Andy and iupcrior advantages, naturally increafe the 
Aim of knpwlcdge of every kind, in a larger number 
of individuals than formerly. But if any man fup- 
pofes himfelf cafed in this armour, a giant, and 
capable of beating down the battlements of error 
aad infidelity, he will find himfelf woefully dilap- 
pointed ; and that the lines of approach, and the 
defences will be nearly equal. I am fully fure 
that all the fincft apologies for Chriftianity, and the 
polemics of the mod irrefragable dbdlors, who 
trufled to the force of moral fuafion, never made 
one real Chrijlian. Knowledge confidered in itfelf 
is highly defirable. The improvement of the hu^ 
man mind delightful and ufeful. And when the 
nobleft attainments are laid at the foot of the crofs, 
and like Paul we Hill determine to know nothing 
elfe but Jefus Chrift and him crucified, then, and 
only then, is it worth contending, whether human 
attainments were ever ufeful for the propagating 
genuine Chriftianity. * 

A learned and ingenious age prides itfelf in it^ 
fuperiority, in defences of revealed religion, and 
apologies for the Bible. And what is produced by 
a Conybcare, a Warburton, or a Watfon, will be 
read with admiration and applaufe by (cientific 
men, and thofe who are initiated in all the learned 
lore. But. what hath this arguing proved ? The 
plain ftory of a poor unlettered man telling of the 

M 3 fuft'eringt 
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prefbytcr, the prcfiding minifter, leading the devo- 
tions, to which the people replied with a loud and 
audible, Amen. The whole was a fpiritual, not a 
formal fervice. They prayed with the fpirit, and 
prayed with the underftanding alfo ; they fung 
with the fpiritj and fung with the underftanding 
alfo. He that led the worfhip prayed from his 
heart and out of its abundance. We have yet no 
trace of any form or eilabli(hed ritual. The mode 
of worfliip was left to the difcretion of the feycral 
churches and its minifter. I have no rdoubt the 
iiOrd*s Prayer always made a part of their public 
fervices. 

■ ■ t , 

r 

The fupper of the Lord dofed the devotions of 
bis day. I think it was as conliant as the return 
of that day ; and every member qf the chuifch as 
conilantly a participant. . A friendly meal^ or feafl, 
called agapdc^ from the love and union in which 
they kept it, ferved at once as an opportunity of 
ininiftring an a<ft of qharity to the poor \ and of 
teftifying their unity in one body ; where all dif- 
tindlions of poor or rich were laid alide ; and no 
man took before other his own fupper; but all 
with humble equality acknowledged themfclves 
members of the living head, Chrift, and of one 
another. I think the kifs of peace was there given, 
as thfey fat at table.. 

■ ; . , . • . . ■ •. •.:;•■■ 
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Then alfo, I apprehend, every man produced, 
according to his ability, weekly, what he had laid 
by for charitable purpofcs, which formed a fund of 
ohlations under the controul of the cfiurch, through 
the adminiftration of the: .bifliop, preflbyters and 
deacons, for all the various purpofes of general 
good ; fuch as, purchaiii^g -thq elements for the 
Lord's Supper ; the provifion of the table for the 
agapae ; for the ncqeflities* of the pooij; thtrfun- 
port of evangelifts ; thq^ relief of the .perfeeuted ; 
and fen: the aiHftancc of fuch churpbes^ Aivd peiw 
fons, ^'I)o(e indigence, calJixL for the'bdpof tbi^ 
richer brethren. As yet lean percqjv^'np. part^ 
tliis fund appropriated to pay th^ paries of^any 
minjiier of the laD(5luary, i^nlefs as he ^ame under / 
the. title, of ar^ itiperai^:,eyangclift ; and being in*- 
capablc. of providing, his; own maintenance,: and 
wholly occupied in the: Gofpel work^ was/jufUy 
entitled, ^s preaching the Gofpcl, to live by th^ 
Gofpcl. I very much doubt if the bifliop or pre^ 
byters,^ and ^deacons, received at firfl any tJun^ 
for tb^ir* lal;x)ur$ of love. I am perfuaded t^icf 
thought thjeir work their beft wages. 
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OK M1BACUI.OUS POWBBS. 

I 

■ I " 

■ ■ • " . ■ • 

TiE gift of tongues j fo needful for the firft 
pr&itioting the Gbfpel, appears to faa^e now 
gead^lly teafedy the great end for which they 
tirerc -given having been anAvered. And I read, 
#ith tnuch* fufpicioh, in the next century, of Gre- 
gdiyThauihiaturgus^ and the wonders of his ftU 
towHJ Vibvis frauds early tlebafed 'the Church ; and 
the principles and the praoices 6f the men, who 
ilite thft' recorders of thefe miracles,- render the re- 
port 'veiy apochryphah That fuch were performed 
diiriog the lives of the immediate fucSccflbrs of the 
Apoitles, may be adniittcd ; but I am free to con- 
fcfi, beyond that pdriod, I doubt :' n6r do I fup- 
ipofe ChriflJanity ever depended upon miracles, or 
permanently required this fupport. ^ftfiracles ne- 
ver converted a (inner to Chrift, though they may 
have called his attention to the Gofpel teftimony. 
The truth is independent of thsm : I find no mi- 
racles in Clement, Ignatius, or Polycarp. When 
Quadratus addrefled his firft apology to 
AN, 117. Adrian, who fucceeded Trajan, he ap- 
*••'• peals 
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peals only for the evidence of miracl^^ to thofe of 
our Saviour ; and mentions perfons who were ftiU 
alive, on whom they had been performed. But 
he vouches none of a very recent date, which 
would have been more to the point of his aigUs- 
ment, if produceablc. I confefs my opinion; here 
is different from the current of what is called an* 
tiquity ; but when I confider the miracles them- 
felves, at leaft many of them — the credulity of the 
reporters — ^the miftaken zeal for the honour df 
Chriftianity — ^thc witnefles who come forward— 
and the channel through which the tradition flows 
—the more I weigh all thefe circumftancds, tbe 
fewer miracles I am induced to credit. 1 will not 
affirm, that the whole is fi6Htious ; , bii^ I may 
confidently (ay, much is falfe upon the face of it, 
and in that cafe alone, the /-eft is rendered liigHy 
fufpicious. Even good ^len were often weak men^ 
and their credulity more to be pitied than. /eyeVety 
cenfured. With all their miftakes, they were h'ving 
monuments of Divine grace, and gs^ve, a 4ying 
teilimony of faith unfeigned. At leaft, of the mul- 
titude of miracles reported, we may fey, they wcro 
an appeal to evidence not neceftary. Tefiihis dw* 
hiss in re non necejfaria. But I return to the cur- 
rent of hiftory. 
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SECT. III. 



CENT. II. TO THE END. 



I > 



HAVING carried on the Hiftory of the Church 
to the end of the reign of Trajan, and added 
tiie death of Polycarp to clofe the writings of the 
firft.apoftolic fathers, we^fhall haften to the end of 
jfhc century, and proceed to the eftal)li(hment of 
t^iflianity by law under' Conftantine : compelled 
as wc advance to deplore the prevailing corrup- 
tions ;'to behold the fair features of truth defonn- 
pd witK ih'e daubingSi of philofophy^ and the ve- 
nerable ?m|tron difguifed with a load of drapery 
ttat icarce left a trace of. primitive fimplicity ; a 
luogdom not of Ibis world, transformed into an 
terthly ian£luary, and the power of. godlinefs al- 
iDofi loft under accumulated forms, and . rites of 
human ihflitution.'. V 

To the tod of tlie prefent century, five obje(?ls 
Ivin 'coniprife our enquiries. 

* * 1. ThcL fufFerings of Chriftians under their pcr- 
iecutors without. 

I r 

2. Herefies within. 

3. Principal perfonages. 

4. Government, rites and ceremonies. 

5. Spiritual Churchy where preferved, and how 

to be traced. 

CHAP. 
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;CHAP. I. 



SUFFERINGS OP CHRISTIANS UNDER THEIR 

■ « 

PERSECUTORS. 

I 

WE have confidered the edi6ls of the humftne 
and benevolent Trajan, and their execu- 
tion by the philofophic Pliny : and nothing can 
afford a more ftriking proof of the fufFerings of the 
Church, than that the very bed of the emperors 
manifell as bitter an averfion to Chriftianity as the 
moft brutal ; and had their hands as deeply im-" 
brued in the blood of martyrs. During the reign 
of Trajan, a period of about twenty years, how 
dreadful their cafe muft have been, wc may col-' 
lc6l from the fpecimcn, which authentic hiftory 
has preferved. It appears that his edidts were un- 
repealed, and continued in full force, Wherever 
the a(5^ivity of magiftrates, or the malignity of ac- 
cufers brought forth their charges, real or fuppofed, 
the innocent fufFercd. Being the objedl of gene- 
!^1 odium, it can hardly be doubted from what we 
fee in prefent times, but that every tccufation 
againfl them was credited, however abfurd or con- 

tradi(5loiy. 



tradi6lory. It was much more eafy to condemn 
than examine. When Chriftians from their re- 
nunciation of all falfe deities were termed Atheifts, 
fix)m their nightly and fecret aflemblies fuppofed 
to perform myfteries, that were in their nature the 
moft horrid— and under the covert of darknefs to 
commit the great eft impurities — to be the implaca- 
ble enemies of mankind, configningall others who 
did not embrace their faith to eternal torments, 
tbe.moft unfociable of beings, who refufed to join 
in all the common and Highly coveted amufements 
of the theatre, or private entertainments — Secret 
xjebels againft government, bccaufe they generally 
avoided the army and magiftracy, as unable to take 
the oaths, or to adore the reigning monarch — ^thefe 
md a multitude of other caufes which could be 
fuggefted, and were fuppofed, as Pliny obferves, 
infeparably connedlcd with Chriftianity, rendered 
them ten thoufand times more obnoxious than men 
of any other religion, which however diverfe from 
that eftablifhed by law, might obtain toleration. 
But this militated in all its points againft emperors, 
priefts, philofophers, and every thing hitherto held 
facred or refpedlable : and, with an intrepidity and 
zeal, which no torments could fupprefs, called by 
their perfecutors obftinacy, thefe men would at all 
events^ bn^ving every danger, propagate their opi- 
nions^ and not keep their religion to themfelves. 

From 
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From tbefe adopted premifes nothing was eaiier 
than to convict erery Chriiiian^ in the judgment of 
hisheathen enemies^ of the moll complicatedcrimcf* 
And wherever an accufer was found, I fee not bov 
the law could be prevented from taking its coufifr 
againfl: them. The innocence of their lives was p^- 
protedlion. Nof only was this not credited; but^ 
their own confeilions of Chriftianity, and obftinate 
rcfiilance to every idolatrous rite, left them without 
a plea, in the face of the cdidls, that muft judge 
them. No doubt the humanity of fome governor^ 
and probably the avarice of others, bribed by the 
richer Chriilians to keep the penal laws. out of fighl^ 
procured in many places a fort of quiet impunity* . 
And often the contentions between the men iu^ 
power, for the fucceilion to empire, engaged tbem 
in matters more intcrcfting to themfelves ; and di- 
verted their attention from this hated and fpread-^ 
ing fedl. Yet with every polRble abatement, 
imder fuch edi6ls and fuch men, the fufferings of • 
the Church muft have been deplorable; and no-^'; 
thing but its divine original and fupport from the 
great bead, could have fuftaincd it in the fires, and . 
fpread its conquefts over the obdurate and pre* - 
ludiced hearts of men. 

An. 117. The edidls of Trajan, and preceding 
emperors, againft the Chriftians, continued unre- 
pealed under jidrian. And we have no reafon to 

fuppofc 
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fuppofe that the enmity of their perfecutors much 
relaxed. • The apologies of Quadratus and Ariftides 
to this emperor, manifeft the dreadful ftate of fnfFer- 
ings under which the Chriftians then laboured. 
Bot probaMy a reprefentation from one of his own 
pfo-confuh'ih Afia, Seranius Geranius, engaged 
hfiti to pay more attention to the fubjeA. Em- 
p6rors atid hiftorians were too great to take much 
notice of the defpifed Chriftians or their concerns. 
The rcfcript of Adrian to Minucius Fundanus, the 
next pro-conful, enjoins a mitigation of their ftate. 
Idle clamours muft not be heard, but if anj thing 
contrary to the laws was proved, they muft take 
their courfe: and every Chriftian was obliged 
to do many things, or abfiain from them, which 
the law without any prejudiced diftortion could 
ealily lay hold upon. 

A frefh fource of perfecution alfo opened. * Al- 
ways hated by the Jews and perfecuted wherever 
they prevailed, a refpite from their malice had been 
enjoyed fince the fearful vengeance executed on 
Jerufalem and that nation, by Titus. But their 
prejudices refpetfting the Meffiah ; the uncon- 
querable hope of a temporal deliverer; and their 
numbers, though fo thinned by {laughter and dif- 
perfed, engaged them once more to rally under 
the ftahdard of Barchochebas, and contend with 
the Romans for empire. During the courfe of 

this 
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this rebellion, the Cbriftians refiiftng to join the 
flandard of this falfe. Mefliah^ fufFered the molEl 
atrocious indignities^ and were mailacred without 
mere;/, till the rebel's fall, and the deftrudlion of 
his adherents once more covered them from hid 
rage. It was then that an utter exclufion from 
the city of their iblemnities, put a final period to 
the Jewifti polity. The very name of Jeruialem 
was changed to Elia. A little church with a few . 
houfes only^ occupied by Chriftians, prefcrved the 
remains of that once va(^ fociety. A pompous lift 
of Jeruialem bifliops, in Eufebius^ marking the fuc* 
ceffion true or fabulous, is of little imports An. 132« 

Whether the refcript of Adrian produced any 
change in the Chriilian*s favour is dubious. Cer« 
tain it is, that the rage of perfecutors had broken 
out afrefh ; and drew from Juilin Martyr a noble 
appeal and apology to the emperor Antoninus Piua^ 
refuting the abominable charges laid againft the 
Chrifiians, and vindicating the excellence and ex-> 
emplarineis of their conduct* An. 1 38. 

The calamities which befel fbme of the Afiatic 
cities^ being laid by the pagan priefb to the door 
of the Chriftian atheifts, they were facrificed cruelly 
as vidlims to the fuppofcd anger of the offended 
deities. But the Emperor, on a reprefcntation 
from them, iifued a fiefh decree^ which fpeaks 

Vol. I. N highly 
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highly ill the Chriftians' favour, and could not but 
tend to fufpcnd the arm of the magiftrates ; forbid- 
ding Chriftians, merely as fuch, to be mclefted ; 
fo interpreting the refcript of Adrian ; and making 
them only in common with other fobje<£ts, liable to 
the penaky of tnc law, for crimes againft the go- 
vernment. Mr. Gibbon fappofes thisdecrte fpu- 
rious. It is hafdfy worth difputing. Favoured or 
• cpprefled by emperors, there will be ahvays enough 
in all that will live godly in Chrift Jefus to bring 
down perfecution upon them. Suppofing this 
"edi6t genuine, and there fceijis no fufficient rcafon 
to impeach it, a noble teftimony is again therein 
born to the Chriftian charadter. And the imperial 
(ceptic, who entertains doubts about his own gods^ 
feems as an humane infidel, cdntent to leave others 
the lame liberty of confcience, which he himfe?f 
exercifed* 

An. 161. His fucceflbr Marcus Aurelius, fb 
highly celebrated for wifdom and virtue, and 
priding himfeM" on his philofophic attainments, with 
ftoical' unfeelingnefs, as wcH as fclf-fufficiency, 
foon difcovered his bitter enmity againft Chriftianity 
and its profeflbrs. He creduloufly received all the 
atrocious charges of the pagan pricft?, and infidel 
ibphifts, and deaf to the remonftrances and apolo- 
gies of Juftin Martyr, Athenagoras, Tatian and 
Melito, let loofc his favage nragiftrates on thcfe in- 

offenfive 
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ofFenfive fubjeds^ who died iinder the impuCii- 
tion of crimes which they abhorred^ and becaine 
the viiSlims of populai^ fury and a bigotted philoio* 
pber. Never had the Chnllians more uojuft. and 
cruel treatment. ^ Polycatp^ Juftin Martyr^ and 
othets^ fell before the implacable entnity of the 
iloic ; and whole churches were nearly extirpated 
by the malice and cruelty of his pix>-coniUl8. There 
is an hatred and inveteracy in felf^-righteoua i41- 
fufficiency againft the real Chriftian^ never fdt by 
the mod profligate or favage« The blaze of rage 
in a Nero is as the fla(h of lightningi the rooted 
enmity of an Aurelius, is like the inextinguifhable 
fire in the bowels of the volcano. None but 8 
Chriflian knows how to appreciate the real cha- 
rasters of men. The heart throbs at recounting 
the tragedies performed in cold blood on the help- 
lefs, and turns away with difguft from th6 philo* 
fophic perfecutor and his aflalfins. 

An. 1 80. Commodusj >n charadler^ appears the 
very reverie of Aurelius^ an epicure and abandoned 
to every vice. Marcia, a woman of mean original^ 
* was a beloved concubine of the Emperor : and 
Laving great influence over him^ employed it in 
favour of the Chriflians, whom fhe either pitied or 
cfteemed. There is fomething in real Chriflian 
virtue venerable in the eyes even of a profligate^ 
though abhorred by the proud philofopher or 
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-pbarifee : and God can make the bafeft of pcribns 
TubferviGnt to the purpofes of his own gloiy^ and 
-the good of his Church. The wretch Henry the 
VlUth^ no more meant the reformation^ than Com- 
4nodUB the prote6lion of Chrifiianity. Eventually 
their lawlefs pailions produced thefe blefled effcds. 



reiga of Commodus will bring us nearly to 
^Aie ^b^nning of the third century^ and as the 
'Cihurch now enjoyed a meafure of peace^ I ihall in- 
^temipt the fuccellion of Roman Emperors^ and 
bring forward each of the other {xirticulars^ up to 
^e prefent period. 



CHAR 
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CHAR II. 

THE HERESIES OP THE SECOND CENTURY. 

THE {implicity of Scripture truth had been the 
firft obje6l of the preceding confeflbnt 
Illiterate men, not coming from any of the fchooh 
of philofophy, they adhered to the do^rine of the 
Crofs, aiid its atonement^ and entered not into 
niceties of difquifition on the nature and attribute 
of God or the human foul. They fpoke to the 
confcience, what they had learned of Chriil, aad 
experienced in their own hearts. In this period 
however, matters unhappily took a different tarn, 
and men affcdling to be wifp above what is writtenj 
began to introduce a philolbphical Cbriflianityi 
pregnant with all the herefies, that have fince Ui^ 
fefted the Chriftian world. Prefuming to explain 
every thing, ^nd reconcile incomprehenlible truth 
to hun^an capacities ; Io(t in the labyrinths of vain 
reasoning, they involved themielves in errors, end- 
lefs and abfurd, as the iburce frpm vjbe^ic^e they 
drew. 

Trajan, from the commenceoient of his rdgn, had 
endeavoured to revive the decaying interejls of 

N 3 literature. 
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literature^ but the Auguftan age returned no more. 
Rhetoricians, fophifts and gramnnarians opened 
fchools in the various cities of the empire, but the 
genius of TuUy and ^Qrten(lus, had degenerated 
into declamation, and the purity of the Roman 
doquenpe intp puerilities of rhetoric^il figures. The 
phiiofophers of the different feiSs ftill held their 
ground $ but the EckSics^ with Ammonius at their 
head, taking Plato for their teacher, and engrafting 
on him all that was applicable from the other fe6ts, 
prevailed ; efpecially in the fchool of Alexandria, 
and fpread from thence univerfally. It would be 
taking too wide a range to entec into all the depths 
of the Ammohian philofopby. The attempt, to re- 
iconcile all fe(Sls of phiiofophers^— to amalgamate 
'the heathen mythology, with the Jewifli and Chrif- 
tian religion — ^to form one body from thefe hetero- 
.geneous materials — prefents a chaos, out of which 
fprang all the monfters of errors, which preyed on 
the rifing generation. All was drciled up in 
in)rftery and allegory ; and the wideil fcope given 
to the wildeft flights of imagination, 

Cbriftianity, which hitherto had little to boaf^ of 
its converts among the learned and philofophic, 
began now to receive a fpurious adoption, by thefe 
new difciples of Plato ; but fufFered grievoufly from 
the unnatural alliance. Inftead of the fimplicity 
of truths it became wrapped up in myftical and 

allegorical 
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allegorical interpretations of Scripture, by whicli 
the vital fpirit evaporated, and loft all its genuine 
force. From this fchool came forth men famous 
in their .day, Juftin, Origen, TertuIIian, Pant^nus^ 
and many others, zealous indeed in a[x>logie8 for 
the Chriftian caufe, and ready to die rather than 
renounce their profcifion, yet holding a Chrit 
tianity of fo equivocal a nature, as to render it rery 
dubious, whether they had any real part or lot ia 
the matter. From their writings originated the 
do6lrines of Pelagius, Arius, and all the t^ia of 
exalters of human ability, and debafers of the ^ory 
and atonement of God our Saviour. Tbey retained 
the profefiion, title and garb of philqfQpl^y^ Bfk^ 
meant to add thereby a dignity to the ChriftiaQ re- 
ligion, which they efpoufed. Candour was their 
declared temper^ truth their purfuit, and readineis 
to fubmit to the dictates pf right reajipn their boaft. 
From thefe iprang the t\yo grand iburces of Chril* 
tiaa decleniion. 

1 . Error in Dodlrim. Inftead of keeping to the 
Scripture language^ and being content to be igno- 
rant of what faith adores, and reafoi> cannot fqan^ 
their attempts to pry into the things which are 
not feen^ and to detine fpiritual obje^s more pre* 
cifely, opened a door of endlefs coutroverfy, about 
the nature of God, and ,the mode of his Divine 
fybfiftence, concerning the perfop and glpry of 

N 4 Jcfus 
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Jcfus Chrift — ^refpe6Ung the fouls of men — ^and a 
future (late. As the^r views of God, the Son^ and 
Spirit^ were moire or lefs degrading, a departure 
followed from all the eflentials of Chriilijinity, the 
Vicarious atonement of the great High-prieid of 
our profefiion^ Jefus Chrift, and the in^^eqces of 
the Holy Ghoft on the human hearty 

2. Error m PraSice. Undpr an afFeiSiation of 
greater fpintuality, as l(^ing to abforption in God 
from all created gopd, and thus exalting the foul 
to fublimer purity and humaq perfe<Slion, they 
placed the great objects of religipn in contempla- 
tion, retirement from the world, and bodily morr 
ttfication. Hence iprung in the f^cceeding ages 
the whole brood of myftics, monks, herfpits, and 
reclufes. The principles of platonifm prpdiaced 
their afcetic rules, and feclufion from human fd- 
oiety, with all the evils infoparable from a (late fq 
unnatural, and contrary to every thing contained 
in the Scriptures of truth. 

I rather mention thefe herefios in their fource, 
tiian in thair ramilic^t^ons ; fo numerous as to 
exceed all the bounds, whic^ this (bort abridg- 
ment of Chriftian hiftory will permit. Their very 
names would fill pages. Some of the leading 
features will appear^ when we confider the priur 

cipal perfonages wljio have fipod mpft prominent 

• • • • 
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in the Cbriftian Church fo called. The true 
Church Cometh with lefs obfervation^ and is to be 
traced in its noblefl form and purity among the 
poor of the flock, and thpfe limplc evangelical 
teachers, who, unlnfedied with the noftrums of 
philofophy, continued to preach and teach Jefus ' 
Chrift, and afliiming no fuperiority over their fel- 
lows, or diftiniftions in life, difFufed their fra- 
grance^ like the flowers of the defert, unnoticed, 
iaod unknown. 



CHAP. 






CHAP. HI. 



O? THB EMINENT PERSONAGES AND WRITEB8 
TO THE END OF THB SECOND CENTUSY. 



JUSITN, SURNAMED THE MARTYR. (163). 

THIS fother of the Church ftands lirft on the 
ranks of the Alexandrian fchool ; and among 
the wife men of this worlds who' began to combat 
paganifm with the weapons rather of earthly, than 
of heavenly temper. The account he gives of 
himfelf is, that he was a native of Neapolis in 
Samaria^ had a learned education, and went to 
the famed fchool of Alexandria for improvement. 
There his inquifitivc mind, engaged in philofbphi- 
cal purfuits, ranged through each {cA in turn, 
and found nothing conclufive or fatisfaflory. The 
Platonic iyilem, which he had lad endeavoured to 
fathom, appeared to him moil fpecious and attrac- 
tive. When taking one of his contemplative walks 
by the fea fide, he providentially met an aged 
Chriflian on the fhore, where he was mufing, and 
one queflion having led to another, the unknown 
firanger dire^led him to the prophets as more an- 

tieot 
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tteiit and infinitely wifer than all the philofophers. 
He opened to him the leadjng principles of the 
Chriftian difpenfation — and exhorted him above 
all things to pray to God and his Chrift, to en- 
lighten his underftanding. They parted; re» 
mained unknown to each other; but from that 
moment a new fcene opened to Juftin's view. He 
examined the Scriptures of truth, and became,<pro- 
feflionally at leaft, a Chriftian ; to confirm him ia 
which, the ferenity of the martyrs greatly contri- 
bated* 

Every intimation in hiftory^ if but colIaterallyi» 
demon ft rates the frequency of the execution of 
Cbrift^ans £br their religion in various parts of the 
world ; and Alexandria was nqt the leaft marked 
with the blood of the flain. 

Juftin become now profeftiohally a Chriftian ; 
yet, ftill more than half philofopher In fentimeot^ 
and his garb unchanged, he proceeded to Rom^ 
the feat of empire, to combat heretics, and pre- 
fent to the Emperor Pius, his firft apology for bis 
Chriftian brethren, which has been mentioiied. 
He therein completely refutes the charges brought 
againft them, defcribes their worftiip, and vindi« 
cates their purity and ftmplicity. 



He 
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. He bad obfcrved in his apolog}', bow few Jews 
bad ever embraced Chriftianity^ and how the Scrip- 
tures had been fulfilled in them. Tfypho, the 
Jew^ at Epbeftis encountered him. Their dialogues 
on that occafion^ though little intcrcfting, are (lill 
extant 

After a conliderable abfence, returning to Rome^ 
the bloody perfccution of his brethren, roufed his 
ipirit to addrefs the bitter philofophic Aurelius, on 
the cruelty and injuftice of thefe executions. Cref- 
cens, a profligate philofopher, whom he had re- 
buked for his iniquities, impeached him before the 
Praefeft, and his fophift's garb was no protedlion 
to his perfon, he was committed to prifon, and 
with others his companions, executed, aflcr being 
interrogated and threatened in vain by the Praefedl 
of the city ; but he fteadily avowed his veneration 
for Chrift, and his refufal to comply with every acl 
of idolatry required of him. An, 1 63. 

It is impoilible not to reverence the martyr, and 
to hope that the root of the matter was in him ; 
but truth compels me to acknowledge, that many 
things fufpicious are found in his writings. He 
feems to confefs Jefus as the true God, but we 
wifti for a more explicit teftimony ; an Arian might 
fubfcribe to his confcflion. He fpeaks of j unifi- 
cation. 
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cation, regeneration, and forgivenefs of pafl fins 
through Jefus Chrift — acknowledges the neceility 
of Divine illumination — and the certain punifh- 
ment of the wicked in torment eternal : fo far all 
appears well and confonant with truth ; but his 
Platonic opinions blend with his Chrifiian profef- 
fion. He iniinuates, that Plato and Chrifl taught 
nearly the fame do6lrines — ^fuppofes a general iU 
iumination from God in the pagan fophifts, a par* 
tide of the Divine word, which he calls the Son 
of God, and innate in every man. The high pa- 
n^yric of Socrates, an idolater in the laft a6l of 
his lifcj and his rcafbning on the freedom of ^ the 
human will, nearly in the ilrain of the .modem 
followers of Arminius, leave evident tokens, that 
though it may be hoped he was a good man . at 
bottom^ and a Chriftian, yet, ftill he remained m 
Platonifl, a myftic, a felf-fufficient patron of in- 
nate moral power, ^nd far too philofophical to tie 
fcriptural. The wifdom of the fchools of Alexan- 
dria had darkened the brightnefs of evangelical 
glory in his mind, and rendered him in many 
points of Chriflian dodlrinc confufed, if not erro- 
neous and heretical ; and, like many of the fathers^ 
a very miferable guide to the knowledge of the 
truth as it is in Jefus. 



IRENiEUS. 



IQO TiaAXtlAt^ HI8T0BY or [Fer< 1. 

tREN/EUS. 

« 

fiededBiihcip - Ah. 178 

Martyred about - 203 

Iretiaus fucceeded Fothinus^ the fuccefsful 
evangelifl of the church of Lyons,, over which he 
prefided. He had come from Smyrna, and with 
fingular bleffing fpread the knowledge of falvation 
in that part of GauL Irenasus, his prefbyter, was 
cbden in his place. He was a Greek, and learned 
tiie barbarous language of Gaul^ in order to be 
able to iriftrudl the people ; a proof that the gift 
of tongues had probably now ceafed. The labours 
of his miniffry were great, and of his writings ftill 
greater. He combated all the herefies then fub- 
fifting in the Church. The very names of thefe 
are an awful witnefs how much, and among how 
many, the purity of the Chriflian dodhine and 
pra&ice had begun to be corrupted. He is far 
more valuable in confuting his adverfaries, than in 
his delineation of the evangelical truth. Here, 
like Jufiin, his philofophic opinions mingle with 
And debafe the Chriflian purity. He quits the 
fcriptural grounds of God*s elcdlion, and grace, 
and fuppofes all that felf-fufficiency of the human 
intelledl, and human agency, which befpeaks a 
man too little acquainted with his own heart. He 
argues from tradition more than Scripture, and 
has given the flrong handle for the papiflical abufe 

(ince 
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fince made of it. Indeed itmuft be acknowledged, 
that there is fcarce one of the fathers, who hath 
not exprcfled himfelf in terms fo indiftincft, or fb 
improper, as to afford to every modem heretic^ 
Ibme ground of argument to fupport their feveral 
fentiments. Irena»us, however, has in an' Unequi- 
vocal manner avowed the deity of our Slvfour, 
the redemption efFe<3ed by his blood, 'iind' our 
union in the fecond Adam, Jefus Chriff^'-^tteugh 
mixed with a farrago of philofophic notions. Spik- 
ing of the miniflers before him, he calls it^mfhe 
fr^yiers who walked with the apofllcs,-aAfPdrf^ 
tinguifhes his friend and brother Polycarp, eld that 
hlejfed afojtolical frejbyierj a title ftill, it feems, 6f 
firft eminence; but his character is lel^ niorited 
by his writings than by his miniflry and ftifFcrings. 
The church of Lyons was expofed to the moft 
violent ftorm of perfecution, and no whdrfe,- if we 
may believe tradition, did the power of the grace 
of Jefus more eminently appear, than under the 
miniftry of Irenaeus and Pothinus. The part of an 
cpiflle prefcrved in Eufebius, gives a noble account 
of the holy army of martyrs, fufFering with fuch 
propriety and conftancy ; from the man of fafbion 
to the fervant ; from the bold champion to the 
tender youth, with the exalted glory of the feebler 
fex, fubmitting to every indignity and torment : 
the miftrefs and her female flave, together wit- 
neffing to the power of the grace of Jeliis, ena- 
bling 
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bling them to triumph over all the cruel and ma- 
licious devices of their perfecutors. I read, I 
wonder, and adore ! Whether Irenasus fell in the 
general mailacre, or was referved for a future 
martyfdpmy is not abfolutely certain : the 6rft 
flrokes of vengeapce would naturally light on thofe 
who pippfided m the Chriftian aflemblies. A biihop, 
^ frdbj/ter^ then, muft have renounced his office, 
or npt counted his life dear unto bimfelf. Let not 
the mpdems r^d this as a romance, or fancy from 
tfny.p#d(ent contrail, that Chridianity hath altered 
its nature. The fame enmity againft it is ilill in the 
bufnap heart. Providentially a milder fyfiem of go* 
T&mroent prevails; but the time again may come to 
tryy what manner of fpirit we are of; and it is an 
awful :tnith, that he who is not ready to lay down 
bis lif^ for Chrifl's fake, gives no conclufive evi- 
dence of his true difciplefhip. Ah 1 how would 
our ranks be thinned, were fucb a day as Lyons 
esperienced to return ? 

TERTULLIAN. 

Fl^urifhed from 194 to £20. 

Teirtullian is a ftriking inftance, how much wif- 
dom and weakncfs, learning and ignorance, faith 
and folly, truth and error, goodnefs and delufion, 
may be mixed up in the compofition of the fame 
perfon. No man more diftinguifhed himfelf in 

defence 
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defence of the Chriftians, or pofleiled a larger fund 
of all that was in that day efteemed deep, philo* 
fophical refearch. Yet no man exhaufted his zeal 
more about trifles^ or fet more value upon will- 
worftiip and voluntary humility ; audere, melan- 
cholic, monkifli, fuperflitious, credulous. Severe 
to himfelf, as to others, he prefents a face, as for- 
bidding as his writings are difficult, and fluffed 
with abfurdities, that will ill repay the labour of 
pcnifal. Difplcafed with the laxity of difcipline, he 
quitted the church of Carthage to join the Monta'* 
mfts ; and infenfible to his own corruptions, as im- 
pitiable tQ the infirmities of others, his teaching 
breathes a harfhnefs of cenfurc, the very rererfe of 
Chriflian mildnefs and patience. But I quit a fub- 
je<^ fb unpleafant, which the farther we enquire 
leaves the more difagrceable imprefJion of a cha- 
radler, that with all thefe faults and follies, was not 
deAitute of peculiar excellencies ; on thefc I ihall 
more delight to dwell. He fhall fpeak for himfelfl 
Ad Scap. ch. ii. *^ It is every man*s right and' 
^^ natural claim to worfhip as he judges fit. On6 
" man's religion neither profits nor injures an-* 
*' other. It is contrary to the nature of religlOd, 
^^ to ufe compulfion with any man to be rellgioos ; 
^^ this can only bc'derived from choice, and not, 
^' coercion. The facrifices of God mi^ be tbie 
'^ offering of a willing mind.** 

• • • 
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I copy another paflage from Milncr out of his 
Apology. " We look up to heaven wilH 'out- 
*' ftretchcd hands, becaufe they are harmlefs, &c." 
*^ without a prompter, becaufe we pray from the 
" heart" ^^ We pray for the Emperor, whatever 
•* Caefar would wifh for himfelf in his public and 
'^ pHvate capacity. I cannot folifiit thefe things 
^' from any other than him from whom I know I 
*' (hall obtain them ; becaufe he alone can do thefe 
** things ; and I am he who may cxpedl them of 
" him ; being his fervant, who worfhip him alone, 
** and lofe my life for his fer\'ice." '^ Were we 
^' diipofed to return evil for evil, it were ca(y for 
" us tp avenge the injuries which we fuftain ; but 
? God forbid that his people fhould vindicate 
** themfelves by human fire, or be reluctant to en- 
*' dure that by which their fincerity is evinced. 
*^ Were we difpofed to aft the part, I will not fay, 
*^ of fecret aflaffins, but of open enemies, fhould 
. *^ we want forces or numbers ? Are we not dif- 
** jperfed through the world ? It is true we are but 
*^of yefterday, and yet we have filled all your 
*' placeSj cities, iflands, caftles, boroughs, coun- 
'^ fcls, caftips, courts, palaces, fenatc, forum. We 
" leave you only your temples. To what war 
*' fhould we not be ready, and well prepared, even 
*^ though unequal in nunlbcrs, we who die with 
** fb much pleafure ? were it not that our religion 
•* requires us rather to fufFer death, than inflift it. 

' * ^Were 
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*' Were we to make a general feceflion from your 
'^ dominions^ you would be aflonifhed at your icK 
'' Htude/' 

Again^ " We are dead to all ideas of honour 
'^ and dignity. Nothing is more foreign to u^ 
'^ than political concerns. l%e whole world is oUr 
« republic.** 

^^ We are a body united in one bond of religion^^ 
^^ difcipline, and hope. We meet in our aflem« 
•' blies for prayer. We are compelled to have re- 
^^ courfe to the Divine Oracles for caution and ro^ 
*^ colledtion on all occafions. We nourifh our fiuth 
" by the word of God, we ere<ft our hope, we fix 
^' our confidence, we ftrengthen our difcipline, by 
** repeatedly inculcating precepts, exhortation^ 
'* corrections, and excommunication, when it is 
'^ needful. The laft, as being in the fight of God, 
^* is of great weight, and a prefumptive prelude of 
" the future judgment ; if any behave in fb fcan- 
*^ dalous a manner as to be debarred from the holy 
*^ communion. Thofe who prefide among us, ai^ 
*^ elderly perfons, not diflinguifhed for opulence 
*^ but worth of charader, &c.*' Their noble cha- 
rities to brethren and enemies-— their fttiSt jufiicf 
in paying every tax and impofition— without firaud 
or collufion, &c. with other particulars, raife tha 

Q2 highe^ 
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bigbeft monument to their integrity, patience, and 
purity, 

I cannot difmifs this Apology, without noticing 
the unimpeachable veracity of the truths aflerted, 
vhich^ if not capable of proof indifputable, would 
have beert4mmediately detedled, retorted, and co- 
vered the apologift with confufion. How truly 
great does the body of Chriflians then appear, and 
how little do we appear in comparifon with them ? 

Eviery thing here advanced by Tertullian re- 
^pedling the nutnbcr and condudl of the Chriitians, 
18 fully corroborated by the preceding letters of 
Fliny and TVajan. A few particulars (hall be re- 
capitulated refpefting the Church in that day. 

,1. The prefbyters who prefided, were ele6led 
by the Church, not for any diflindlion, but folely 
worth of chara6ier. 

2. In the public worfhip, prayer from the hearty 
WIS the univerial uiage, -without a prompter. 

3. Honour and dignities tvere difclaimed by every 
Chriftian^ as not at all entering into their views, 
or objcdb, 

A. They 
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4. They buficd themfelves in no poUtical cmiejts. 
Their kingdom was of another world* Even where 
their numbers and poller were fijfficient to refift^ 
they chofe to vanquifh their enemies by fufFcring 
and patience, rather than by arms. 

5. No perfon whofe condu6l-was in any tnanner 
offenfi'vcy and contrary to the gofpel precepts, could 
join in their communion. So far therefore from the 
pra6tices with which they were charged, being true, 
their very difcipline demonftrated the falfehood of 
their accufcrs. 

6. Men who made confcience of faying taxes to 
Caftfar, which they might have evaded with impu* 
nity, could not but confcientioujly difcharge every 
of her deht and obligation. 

7- Liberality J fucl\ as they exercifed to all men, 
demonftrated their vidlory over all avaricious de» 
fires; the deadnefs of their afFedlions to this world, 
and the fixednefs of their fouls on a better. 

8. Though Tertullian himfelf affords but a very 
wretched fpecimen of Chriftianity, his Apology der 
monftrates, that in all the great and glorious fea^. 
tures of this divine religion, there was a people in 
that day eminently to the praife of the glory of 
God's grace. 

O 3 There 
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Tliere are other perfonages many and rt* 
Qiedable^ whom I muft pais over ; though famous 
sn'^their generation, men of renown, Pantienus, 
of Alexandria ; Dionyfius, of Corinth; Theophilus, 
of Antioch ; Melito, of Sardis; Apollinaris, of Hie-r 
xapolis ; Athenagoras and others, whofe writings 
made them noticed in their day, and have been fo 
far preferved to us, as to prove, that the faith once 
delivered to the faints, in the Scriptures of truth, 
was ftill preferved in its purity. And though in 
ipany of them, it was obfcured by philofophic nor 
velties, and platonic explications, yet the great 
foundations of a triune God — ^the incarnation of 
Jehovah the Son— rrthe power of the Holy Ghoft 
upon the coafcience — the one atonement — ^the 
^icacy of faith — and the neceffity of holinefs, 
without which no man (hall fee the Lord — thefe 
may be found in all the earlier writers ; too often in- 
deed mixed with fables ; dubious miracles ; fanci-f 
ibl explanations; abfurd allegories, and pra6lices, 
9B indefenfible as deflitute of all authority from 
the oracles of God. 

* 

I may add, as my own opinion, that the bed 
part of the Church was not that which was mo^ vi^ 
fihle. I ihould expedl to find the greatefi purity 
of dodlrine, and fimplicity of practice, among, not 
tbjb wifer philofophic ChriiUans, but the mpre un^ 
lettered and ixiferior paflora and people^ w))o with<^ 

cut 
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out bufying themfelves about thefe novelties^ or 
being able to read Hermes or Plato^ contented 
themfelves with the evangeliils and epifiles^ and 
lived and died in obfcurity, examples of every thing 
that is excellent^ and of good report. But they 
leave no writings that attradl curiofity, nor Hand 
in any eminence of (lation or literature, to engage 
tha)t admiration which is oftener attached to what 
is counted great y },ban to what is fimply good. 
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CHAR IV. 

GOVERNMENT OF THE CHURCH, RITES AND 

CEREMONIES. 

IT is evident to every one who reads eccleflaftical 
hiftory with an unprejudiced mind, how foon a 
ipirit of pride and pre-eminence began to dcbafo 
the minifters of the fandluary : as according to the 
miferable nature of man, every di{lin<5lion is liable 
to abufe- From the equality of the firft pallors, 4 
fecond race afcended one ftep above their fellows, 
and from the greater progrefs of Chriftianityj and 
the neceflary calls to attend to the general intcrcfls 
of the whole, fuperiority of fome over others, be- 
came eflabliflied by univerfal confent. Inftead of 
little houfeholds united under one prefbyter, the 
churches in many places became numerous, as well 
as the multitude of attendants in each. Towns 
and diflrifts adjacent naturally became connected, 
a prefident was found neceflary. Where a vaft 
body of Chriftians was colle6led, one man was in- 
fufficient for all the calls of the church and people. 
Afliftwts were taken in^ and deacons firft inftituted 
for the care of the poor only^ became employed in 
other inferior departmeiits of mipifteri^l fervice^ 

From 
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From a lingle fociety governed by its own mem« 
bers, under apoftolic fuperintendence, union was 
formed between feveral, and a fuperior cho(en by 
general fufFrage, or received from the oldcil con* 
gregation. Many churches were thus aflbciated^ 
and on occafions of general concern they met to 
confult in a body, compofed of the principal per- 
fons deputed from the feveral ibcictics, of which 
the paftor or bifhop was always one. At firft they 
appeared merely as the delegates of the refpe<5livc 
congregations ; but when thus frequently afleih- 
bled, they foon began to aflume authority, and im-« 
perceptibly to a6l in their own name, inilead of 
that of the people, to prefcribe without confulting 
them; and gradually feparating themfelvcs as a 
clerical body, too frequently erfdeavoured- to ag- 
grandize themfelvcs ; arrogating privileges and 
diftin6lions, unknown in the firft lowly days of the 
Church: and rifing in fclf-importance on every ac- 
quifition of power to which veneration for tbeir 
leaders made the people fubmit. Notwithftanding 
the piety, humility and prudence of the beft, the 
loftier and more imperious, generally took the lead 
in their fynods ; influence degenerated into do- 
minion, and counfels into canons. 

As the borders of Chriftlanity were enlarged, 
tund the number of bifliops encreaied, they naturally 
pntted in one great confederate republic^ of which 

they 
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tbey; were become the heads and leaders : and as 
at firft a bifhop or bifhops were appointed, where 
they had feyeral prefbyters their affiftants, fo ano- 
ther flap became neceflaiy, when a large diftri^l or 
province met in ailembly, and many bifhops were 
present ; a fuperior was (till needful for order, to 
manage debates^ and maintain uniformity in their 
feilions. Then archbiihops arofe : and as the 
Church thus grew more monarchical, great capitals 
and very extenfive fees mounted into patriarchs : 
till at lafl: the attempt to imitate imperial ilate, led 
to one fuprcme vifible head : though this was only 
after ages of abufe. 

.. As pride and worldly mindednefs mud go hand in 
hand^ afiumed pomp and dignity required a fort of 
maintenance very different from the ftate, when the 
pallor wrought with his own h^nds to minifler to 
bis necefHtieS) and laboured by day, that he might 
fcrve the Church by night. The idea of priefthood 
had yet fcarcely entered into the Chriflian fandlu* 
ary, as tlicre remained no more facrifice for fin, and 
but one high-priefl of our profeflion, Jcfus Chrifl. 
But on the diflblution of the whole Jewifh oecono- 
my under Adrian, when the power of the aflbciated 
clergy began to put forth its bud, the ambitious 
and defigningfuggefled, what many of the refl re- 
ceived in their fimplicity, that the fuccefCoU' to 
thefe honoi^rs now devolved upon them, and that 

the 
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the bifhop flood in the place of the high-prieft; the 
preibyters were prieds, and the deacons^ levites: 
and fo a train of confequences followed. Thus a 
new tribe arofe compleotly feparated from their 
brethren, of clergy diftind from laity. Men^ 
iacred by ofHce, exclufive of a divine call and real 
worth. The altar indeed was not yet eredled^ nor 
the unbloody facrifice of the Eucharift perfected ; 
but it approached by hafty (Irides, to add greater 
fan&ity to the prieflbood, and the not unpleafant 
adjun(St of the divine right of tythes^ attached to 
the divine right of epifcopacy. 

Thefe abufes indeed grew not up at once. The 
remaining piety and purity of the true Church, and 
multitudes of its primitive paftors retarded the pro- 
grefs of wordly-mindednefs and ambition^ till the 
union of Church and State in the eftablifhment of 
Cbriftianity under Confiantine, pretty neariy cooiw 
pleated the worldly iyftem. The confummation of 
abufe and wickednefs in the mother of harlots, and 
all abominations fucceeded, and long has the earth, 
(I can hardly call it the Church) groaned under the 
anti-cbriftian tyranny. 

The fimplicity of the primitive worlhip ton* 
traded with the pomp of peganifm was.ftriking. It 
was concluded by the heathen, that they who had 
neither altar, vidim^ priieft, or iacrifice, inuft be 

atheifts. 



i04 ' IMPARTIAL HISTORY OP [PcT. 1 . 

atbeifts^ and without God in the world. Thofc 
who were now rifing into felf-creatcd eminence, 
had tjierefore little difficulty to perfuade, that it 
would be for the intcrefts and honour of Chrifti- 
anity, to remove thcfe objedlions of the Gentiles, 
by xcty harmlefs but ufeful alterations. Though 
inagnificent temples had not yet arifcn, the names' 
of things began to change. There were already 
friefis; arid o^/tf//W were eafily rendered^S^ri/f^^j. 
The Reparation of the clergy as a body, became 
more difcriminated by their habits. High-prUJts 
muft have more fplendid robes than the fimple 
tunic of linen. A variety of new ceremonies was 
invented to add dignity to the myfteries of Chrifti- 
anity^ and obviate the objedlions to its meannefs 
and iina{Jicity. And as the populace were parti- 
cularly attached to their idolatry by the feftivals in 
honour of their heroes and their gods ; and delight- 
ed with the games and paftimes on thcfe occafions : 
the great Gregory Thaumaturgus, (hortly afterwards 
contrived to bilk the devil, by granting the people 
the indulgence of all the fame pleafures of feafting, 
iporting, and dancing at the tombs, and on the 
anniverfary of the martyrs, as they had been ac- 
cuflomedjto, in the temples of their gods, very 
wifely and chriftianly fuppofing, that thus, " Sua 
^fponte ad honefiiorem^ et accuratiorem vUte ratiomm 
" tranfirenty " Of their own accord they would 
^^ quit their idolatry^ and return to a more virtuous 

"and 
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*^ and regular courfc of life.*' I inuft be exceed-* 
ingly hard drove for a Chrifiian, before I can put 
fiich men as Gregory Tbaumafurgiis into the 
B umber. 

The feaft of Eafter, in memory of the paflion 
and refurredlion of Chrift was generally obferved 
amongft Chriftians. But even the proper day gave 
occafion' for bitter difputc and (harp anathemas. 
Ah ! how feeble mud be the voice of true Chrifti- 
anity in thofc who could thus curfe their brethren 
for fuch trifles ! 

The bleflcd ordinance of the commemoration of 
the facrifice of Chrift, and of the benefits which' wc 
receive thereby, continued to be celebrated weekly : 
but with fOmc additional ceremonies. The wine 
was now mixed with water ; the bread divided in 
pieces, and fent to the fick and abfent. It became 
alio increafingly important, and fuppofed eflential 
to (alvation; and therefore miniftered to infants; a 
proof of their being baptifcd. 

The adminiftration of baptifm was now only ad- 
mitted from Eafter to Whitfuntide, which began to 
be a feftival. • None could baptize but the biftiop, 
or a prefbyter deputed by him. The adult con- 
verts and the children of Chriftian parents were ad- 
mitted 
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mitted int6 the Church by immerfion, figned with 
the crois ; and milt and honey adminidered con- 
cluded the ceremony^ So multiplied became the 
rites even of this fecond century. . 

It ia always obfervable^ that the forms of religion 
encreaiey juft in proportion as the power of godli* 
neis 18 loft« 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 



OF THE SPIRITUAL AND TRUE CHURCH* 

IT is impoffible to have reviewed the favage 
craelty of pcrfecutors^ and the faith and pa- 
tience of the faints, and not behold a ftriking fpe- 
cimen of the Church of the living God. Amidft all' 
the miftakcs of the fincere ; the departures of he- 
retics from the faith ; and of too many profeflbrs 
from the life of godlinefs ; a blefled company of 
fiiithful people, witncfles for Chrift, ftill enereafed 
and multiplied on the earth. Every church prc- 
fented a numerous body of worfliippers, whom no 
dangers could intimidate, nor earthly advantages 
tempt to renounce their crucified Matter. And 
with all. the unhallowed mixtures, which we can- 
not but lament, and condemn, a truly holy feed 
(prang up amidft the tares of philofophy, and the 
rank weeds of pride, which the great enemy had 
plentifully difleminated : even among thofe branded 
with the name of heretics, I cannot doubt but that 
there wcr« found many living members of Chrift's 
body ; but the great mafs of the faithful, and the 
great power of religion were to be fought in the 
lower orders of clergy and people, who bnficfd 

them- 
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themfelves not witli philofophic invefligations ; 
Joined in no contentions for*pre-emincnce or ad- 
vantage ; nor afFefted the aufterities of hercfiarchs ; 
but fimply receiving the truth as it is in Jefiis, 
iearched the Scriptures for the mind of God, and 
followed it in Cmplicity and godly fincerity* The 
do6lrine in all the churches feenis fundamentally 
yet prefcrved pure; and the pradlice could not 
have much degenerated, where fo many were ready 
to lay down thdr lives in hopes of a joyful rcfur- 
redlion ; a fiate highly incompatible with a fenfe 
of hypocrily, or allowed corruption. And indeed, 
all the apologies, and the evidence which univer- 
fally appears from enemies, as well as friends, de- 
clare the truth and fidelity of the general body of 
thofo, who bore and owned the Cbriflian name. 

That thcrq were always hypocrites in the Church, 
and even martyrs to falfe principles, I can readily 
believe ; but every view of the whole demonftrates, 
that there was a true Church of faithful men, who 
loved our Lord Jefus Chrift in fincerity ; worfhippcd 
him in fpirit ; and looked for an eternal reft, ready 
to be offered in flames, rather than* deny the Lord 
that bought them. I read with grief, the miftakes, 
the follies, the credulity, the herefies, of many.; 
but I contemplate with greater delight and vene- 
ration, the ftedfaftnefs in the faith ; the fimplicity 
which is in Chrift ; and the exemplary purity of 

otherSj 
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others, who living adorned, and dying glorified, 
the dodrine of God our Saviour in all things. 

Hitherto no general departure from ,the truth, 
no marked apoftacy appears. Epifcopal power was 
indeed extended, but many of thefc blftiops were 
evidently the bcft of men, and moft zealous advo* 
catcs for truth. Profane learning had more abun* 
dantly entered the Church, but it fumiflied able 
advocates ; if not the moft edifying to the people 
of God, yet fuppbicd more qualified to confute 
their enemies. Perfecution had not abated its fury, 
nor had the faith and patience of the faints failed. 
There were fpots and blemifhes among them^ and 
feeds fown of deleterious quality ; but as yet the 
Church was a glorious Church, red in her apparel, 
and precious in the fight of the Lord^ of life atxd 
glory. 
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SECT. IV. 

TO TllE DEATH OP CYPRIAN— -AlfD THE 
END OF THE THIRD CENTITRY. 



CHAP. L 
SUF^E^INGd OF THE CHUROIt* 

r 

DURING the (hort reigns of PertinaJc and 
Julian, the humanity of Commodus feemed 
to prevail above the brutality of an Antonine, and 
the Church, enjoying quiet from the more bloody 
ravages of perfecutioo, encreafed in number^ and 
was edified. 

An. 202, Severus, during the firft years of his 
fucceffion, trod in the fleps of his immediate pre* 
deceflbrs.. Though a fevere law was pafled^ pro* 
hibiting any man to change the religion of his 
anceilors for the Jewifh or Chriftian, it was 
only in the tenth year of his reign, and the bc- 
ginoiDg of the third century^ that his rage burft 
. .; Pa forth 
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forth as fire againfl the Chriftians. Whatever was 
the caufe of this change, the confequences were 
terribly fatal tp the Church of Chrift. Alexandria/ 
Scillita, Carthage, and other cities of the African 
church were particularly expofed. The father of 
Origen fufFered, and he himfelf, though a youth, 
hardly efcaped ; eager to offer himfelf to martyr- 
dom. Multitudes were dragged to prifon and to 
death ; ,and many a heroine gave noble proof of 
the flrength of f^th in the weaker vefleK The 
ftdr^ of Perpetua and Felicitas, if genuine, con- 
tains traits that toucbthe mod infenfible, and can- 
Dot be yet read witqout a tear. It is indeed to be 
lamented, that piouk, frauds detected, have often 
raifed fufpicion of what is bed authenticated ; and 
truth itfelf, drefled in thefe meretricious ornaments, 
18 robbed of its tranfcendent beauty. Auftin be- 
lieved, and quoted this example, and there is no- 
thing in the ftory, as related by Eufebius, but what 
IS highly credible. 

Lyons again was dyed with the blood of martyrs, 
and Ireneeus, who is by fome fuppofed to have fur- 
i^ved the former ftorm, either now, or under Va* 
lerian, received the crown of martyrdom* 

Many are faid to have purchafed connrvance 
from the government, and to have bought off the 
informers^ and thereby efcaped the fury of the per^ 

fecution i 
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fecution : and if they could redeem their lives by 
parting with their fubftance, I fee nothing in this 
to condemn. The rigid cafuifts of that day, how* 
ever, highly cenfured the pra<ftice, and too many 
appeared emulous to m(h upon unneceflary danger^ 
and to court martyrdom. ^ 

% 

An. 211. Death delivered the Church from 
this fcourge, and brought forward the infamous 
Caracalla to be the prote6lor of Chrift^s fuffering 
people. Few men have exceeded him in the atro- 
cities of vice ; but an early attachment to a Chrit 
tian nuric is (aid to have prejudiced him in thdr 
/avour ever after : on fuch flight circumftanoes, 
turn matters of the greateft moment. During his 
fix years reign, the Chriftians enjoyed full tolera- 
tion unmolefted, which continued under themon- 
fter Heliogabalus ; who was too much eftgrofled 
with the fcience of eating to attend to other cares. 
His contrail in rigid virtue, Alexander Sevcrus 
continued a riieafure of the fame kindncfs, in- 
fluenced, it is faid, by his mother Julia, who fa*- 
voured Chriftianity. Nay, he fo far commended 
the Saviour, as to count him worthy of a ftatue 
among the demi-gods and heroes \ but the flatutes 
againil Chriflianity remained unrepealed ; and 
though the penal laws flumbered, it was always in 
the power of a malignant magiftrate to be mif- " 
chievous ; and therefore there were not wanting 

P 3 inftances 
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inrflances of murder and martyrdom*, ihflidled un-r 
der colour of the law, during the reigns of the 
XQofl peaceable princesr An. 218-^—2:22. 

Ai?. 235. Maximin, who murdered Severus, 
dreaded the refentment of the Cbriilians, becaufq 
the laft Emperor had favoured them, and iflued his 
bloody edi6ls againil the bifhops and p^ftors of the 
Cbriftian Church ; and with them were involved 
many of the faithful. Perfecution once ftirred up 
and promoted, wicked magiftratcs will always be 
ready to pufh it to cxtrcmes^ — many fuftcred ; but 
death, after a three years' reign, delivered the world 
from this tyrant. A hafty fucceiEon of Pupienus 
jand Balbinus^ followed by Gprdian and Philip, 
the laft reputed half a Chriftian, prpcured a calm 
for the pcrfecuted Church, which continued till 
the middle of the century ; when the acceflion of 
Decius to the imperial throne, once more opened 
the gates of hell, and let loofe upon the dcfence- 
lefs churches the mercilefs executioners, who de- 
}uged the earth with blood. An. 238 — 249, 

From whatever caufe, or appreheniion of dan- 
ger, this Emperor's prejudices againft the Chrif- 
tians arofe, certain it is, that fhort as his reigq 
ivasf never did tbe Church fuffer from her moft 
invenonned enemies (evcrer treatment. Multitudes 
fell in every province. The ordprs U> all praetors 

arjd 
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and magiftrates,* extended to the extirpation of the 
Chrifiian name ; and whilft multitudes braved all' 
the rigours of punifliment, more, unhappily, gave 
proofs of their weaknefs, and introduced by the 
immenfity of their numbers, difficulties and dif-. 
putes about their re-admiffion to the Church, unto 
which many deiired to return. Gallus, 
AN. 251. and Volulianus, though with lefs fury, 
253. continued the perfecution. Fakrian was 
at firft more friendly, and extinguifhed 
the fires which had been kindled ; but falling un- 
der the- influence of Macrianus, a pagan bigot^ 
his prime minifter, frefh edidls were publifhed 
againil the aflcmblics of the faithful ; their prin- 
cipal bifliops fent into banifhment ; and many 
executed with the moft lingering torments. Di-^ 
vine Providence intcrpofed, and delivered him a 
captive to his enemies. His fon GalJienusy and hia 
fucceflbr Claudius^ either more engaged in their 
own concerns, or lefs malignant, fufFered the 
Church to enjoy a few years refpite ; and the me- 
ditated deftrudlion of the Chriftian name by ^^e/rr* 
lian was prevented by his violent death. Tacitus^ 
his fucceflbr, foon left the empty throne, to Pro^ 
bus. Carusj and his fons, followed ; and Dioclefian 
maintained for the firft eighteen years of his rci'gn, 
the peace .which, with few interruptions, Iho 
Church had enjoyed for the fpace of forty years^ 
An. 260 — 284. 

P 4 But 
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Bat forty years of peace, though it had greatly 
Ipread the profeffion of Chriftianity, had intro^ 
daced a fpirit of worldlinefs and decay. The Ghurch 
became more and more extetTtal; the power of tho 
dcrgy began to advance with hafiy ilrides ; and 
tiie {beds of ededtic philofophy produced a plen* 
tfious crop of herefics ; which wakened up cLif 
mour to fupprefs, and councils to condemn them^ 
and tended abundantly to increafe clerical pre^ 
tenfions* 

Yet, at no time had the druggies between Pa- 
ganifm and Chriftianity been more fevere, or the 
martyrs nv^re abundant^ than towards the middio 
of this century ; and from the beginning of it the 
coaRi& had been (harply carried on. The hea^r 
^en priefts envious, and enraged to fee their craft 
in danger, and their temples deferted, moved hca- 
wn and earth to flop the defection from idolatry, 
and to brin^ back the apoftates. The Jews ex- 
prciled their rooted enmity on every occafion, and 
the philofophic fe6ls, with Lucian at their head, 
whetted the edge of argument stnd ridicule againft 
the difciples of the crucified Nazarene, But above 
all, the praetors and magiftrates, as paffion, covet- 
oufnefs, or fuperftition goaded, enforced the edi6ls 
of the cruel Emperors ; and under colour of exe- 
cuting the. laws, gratified every unhallowed difpo- 
fition of the human heart. The number of fufFerers 

in 
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in all the various modes invented by perfecutors^ 
it is impollible to calculate — a few perfons have 
been mentioned : but in the vaft extent of th^ 
Roman Empire, where the fame laws fubliHed^ and 
the fame fpirit prevailed, with all the poilible foC- 
tenings of a Gibbon, and others, to diminifh the 
fufFerings of martyrs, and rob the Church of this 
tcftimony of their faith and patience, the fufTerevi 
mull: have been immenfe ; and if we had no re» 
cords of a thoufand fafts corroborative of the 
truth, the very nature of man, under fuch a ftate 
of fociety, would compel us to form this conclu- 
fion. I admit, that many additions have been 
XQade to the truth ; many piqus frauds palmed apoa 
credulity ; and in the true Aory, circumflancea 
interpolated, which too partial friendlhip fuggeiled 
for the bonout: of the martyr ; but taking the mat* 
ter with all the objections and ingenious fufpiciom 
that infidelity can raife, the fad will remain uo^ 
impeachable; that in this centpry, many, in a 
great i^ariety of places, of every age, fex, and con* 
dition, eyen to the very Haves, were tortured , for 
the name of Jefus^ not accepting deliverance on 
the conditions of idolatry, that they might obtain 
a better refurredtion : and however cold-blooded 
and atheiftical hiilorians may feek to exalt their 
philofophic heathen brethi^n, and to blazon the 
charadlers of the moil impious and cruel of man* 
JLixiii, the Trajans^ the Antonines^ and the De* 

ciules; 
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ciufes; to invent fpecious reafons for their enmity, 
flnd excufes for their atrocities ; degrading the 
Ojriflians and their charadler by every bafe fug- 
geftion ; and pleading the errors and miftakes of 
a few, to depreciate the excellence of the body : 
yet will the Church be found a glorious Church, 
coming through the fire of temptation, and de- 
monftrating its divine original, and the omnipo* 
tent power of its exalted Head, in conquering all 
difficulties, rifing fuperior to all fufFering, over^- 
turning every mound of fuperftition, confounding 
every device of proud philofophy ; triumphant over 
all the oppofition, wifdom, and prejudices of manr 
kind, through the fimplc preaching of the crofs c£ 
our Lord Jefus Chrift. The man who can confix 
der this impartially, and continue an unbeliever, 
brieves a great deal iDore than I do, and mud 
have recourfc to a credulity much greater than 
any which he prefumes to ridicule. 



*• 4 
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CHAP. II, 



^ ON THE HERESIES OP THE THIRD C£NTURT« 



IT muil needs be that ofiences come. The prida 
of wifdom^ and the corruption of the human 
heart, naturally produce error and evil ; but y/o to 
thofe in whom they originate. The feeds already 
^wn began to (hoot forth with luxuriant foliage^ 
and the tares in many places to overlhadow, if not 
to choafc the wheat. The miferies which the 
Church fufFered, occaiionally checked their growth^ 
end made a leparation between the precious and 
vile; yet the evil itfelf continued to fpread. During 
the intervals of perfecution, and in many placet 
where money or intercft procured an exemption 
from the penal Aatutcs, the Chrifiians enjoyed s 
flate of profperity, were connived at in the army, 
had preferment at court; were unmolefted in their 
profeii^on ; and throve in the world by their tcmr 
perance, induftry, and frugality. Abundance, as 
it always has done, proved a fnarc. To be rick^ 
without /n^mj" in uncertain riches, and preferred 
without feeling the pride of exaltation, is a rareat^ 
^nment. -^ 

Chriftianity 
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Chriftianity had now alio aflumed the philoib* 
phic garb, and many of her moft famed doi^ors be- 
came eminent for their fcience, and teachers of the 
ecledlic philofopby^ The icbools of Alexandria, 
with Origen at their bead, and their manner of 
tuition, began to produce an awful departure from 
the fimplicity which is in Chrift. In order to ropet 
tbe various philofbphlc fe^ls on their own ground, 
cud toibften down their prejudices againft the 
Oso&j a mode of arguing and difputation was 
admitted, very different from ^^ thus iaitb the 
Lord i* and a general admiffion granted, that 
Pagamfm included many principles of Chtytiamty ; 
and that thje philoibphy of PlatO| Hermes, and Pyr 
tiiagoras per^6Uy correfponded with the leading 
do^nes of tbe great Cbriilian teacher, Jefus 
Cbrift. Indeed to reconcile thefe together, and to 
inake the tranfition i^ly from bcatbenifm and pla^r 
tonifrp, to the profeffion of Chriftianity, was one df 
the great cfcgc&s of its, moft renowned defenders; 
Can it be wondered then, that error entered at a 
tbouiand doors, when conceftions the moft unfcrip* 
tural were admitted, opinions the moft unconge* 
nial reconciled, and fo great a ftrefs laid on the 
importance of pbilofophic attainments, as to raife 
thofe to the higheft pinnacle of human glory, who 
difplayed the ftrongeft powers, and the largeft mea- 
fure of thefe acquifitions of fcience falfely fo called ? 
As the leading feature of this philoipphy, begun 

chipfly 
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chiefly by Ammonias^ and carried to its fummit 
by his famed difciple Plotinus, was^ ^^ that truth 
*' muft be impartially fought, and coIIe6led firom 
^^ all the various fyfiems in which it bad been 
•^ difperfed/' the facr^d circle of revelation no 
longer afforded a -boundary for religious know* 
ledge; but the fchools of the floic, the epicurean^ 
and academic, muil be all explored ; and the pre«* 
cious metal, feparated from the drofs of the varioos 
philofophic {cAb, be formed into one mafs of ibiid 
excellence. 

Since human reafbn alone was aflerted to be the 
proper and competent judge, and fovereign triba-> 
nal, to which every doctrine mud be fubmitted, rf» 
vealed truths could only be received or reje<fted ac- 
cording as they pafied the philofophic ordeal. The 
imbecillity of the human intellect, and its incom- 
petence to fathom the deep things of God, were 
utterly denied. The proud fopbift feated on his 
throne, fummoned to his bar Jefus Chrifl and 
Plato; Mofes and Pythagoras, with equal ana* 
gance, canvafled their pretentions with the iame 
freedom and liberty, and feledted from each a&« 
cording to his own opinion. 

From fuch a motly religion, it was^ impoflible 
even in the ecleflic ichool, but a thoafand difier* 
ent Gondulions (hould be formed, a^ men were 

difpofed 
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difpoied to view this or that do6trinc in different 
lights ; with different meafures of knowledge on 
the fubjed ; or capacities to form a judgment of 
the feveral works perufed or produced by the. 
Ie6lurer. And as a divine revelation, to which im- 
plicit obedience fhould be paid was rejedled ; and 
fi divine interpreter to illuminate the darknefs of 
the human mind was thus exploded^ the veiy 
cflential principles of true Chriftianity were inad- 
iDiffible into the whole of this fyfiem. Yet as the 
firfl of their opinions, the unity of the godhead was 
drawn from revelation, and mixed up with the 
ether ingredients of the fchools ; and efpccially 
with the reveries of Plato, the moft admired fo- 
pbifl ; though in eflence, their religion was deifm^ 
yet many made profeflion of Chriftianity. With 
thele, Obig£N, the great oracle of the day, aflbci- 
ated : and to render Chriftianity more palatable and 
rational, debafed the pure do6lrines of the Crofs, 
with the unfcriptural alloys of human wifdom and 
ccledlic fcience. Cafting his preponderating weight, 
as Mofhcim obferves, into the fcale of the tranfcend^ 
cn$ excellence and utility of htwtan learnings in matters 
of: religion % a point till then ftrongly debated by 
Chriftians of purer faith and greater fimplicity, as 
well as equal, if not fuperior numbers : but now 
borne down by authority, the unlearned and fimpler 
Chriftians retired with the Bible from the field of 
controveriyj and left the honours of the day. to 

Plato^ 
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Plato, Plotinus, and the pbilofophic fcboot of 
Origen. Where truth remained, a gracious heart 
can be at no lofs to difcover. 

The myftery of God, and of the Father and of 
Chrift, being thus fubje(5ted to philofophical in- 
veftigation, and clothed in fcholaftic terms of 
Grecian fcience, a hoft of heretical tenets fprung 
up in the ecle6lic fchool, as fnakes in a dunghill. 
The gnofiics of the former age, now met new ad^* 
veriaries, Plotinus againft Adelphius, and Origen 
againft both; ^nd in this difpute the Chriflian 
dodlrine and fpirit alike fuffered violence, and 
anathemas began to be plentifully burled from ' 
combatant to combatant. 

An. 240 — 26g. As the dotSlrinc of the Trinity 
was the moft inexplicable, on ihisy ingenuity ex-» 
haufted itfelf. Noetus broached the herefy of the 
Patripaffians, or the Father fufFering in Cbiift* 
Sabellius followed in a new modification of the 
lame fentiment ; and Baryllus added different - 
ideas to the lame original dogma. Whilfl Paui» 
of Samosata, the father of modern focinians^ ol- 
plained away the divine perfons ; allowed only the 
Son and Spirit to exifl in Grod as the faculty df rea<- 
ion, and adlivity in man : affirmed that Chrift wift 
a mere man, and received this reafon from tbo 

Father i 
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Father ; and by his agency wrotight miracles ; and 
that on this account only he might be called 6od« 
But all thcfc novelties were wrapped in expreflions 
the mod ambiguous, and capable of endlefs expli- 
cations. This gave occafion to many an epifec^al 
iynod, where thefe fentiments afforded abundant 
matter of diicuffion, and where «eal exhaufted it-* 
ielf in canons and fulminations, which put an im-» 
portance On councils, better referved for the iimpler 
purpofes of fpreading the fincere milk of the word. 

Though Arius was not yet arifen, the (hades of 
kcrefy, from deifm, though all the gradations o( 
Semiarians, Arians, down to focinianifm, were now 
(own and vegetating. There is nothing new un- 
der the fun. Every rnqdern heretic may find a 
precedent in antiquity. When men become wife 
above what is written, the facred mound of truth 
is broken down^ and the waters of error deluge the 
world 

In this age alfo arofe the wild herely of the Ma^ 
mcJueanSj which fpread with fuch rapidity through 
the Chriftian world. It came from the Eail^, and 
Was an attempt to unite the dodrines of the magi 
with Chriftianity, as the fchool of Alexandria, with 
Origen at its head, dcfired to ingraft Chriftianity 
on platonifm* 

The 
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The doctrines of Manes contained a tiffue of 
abfurdities too long and too ufelefs to be repeated, 
refpedling two originally exiting principles of good 
and evil ; and his rule of life was the moft auilere 
imaginable. Every inftin6i of nature muft be fup- 
prefled, and every paffion extirpated. The body 
being fuppofed intrinfically evil, and eflentially 
corrupt, was to be denied every objcdl that could 
adojiniftcr convenience or delight. 

Ax. 2S 1 . One herefy more, if a herefy it be deem- 
ed, fprung up, of a very Angular nature. Novatian 
with the mod zealous attachment to the Chriftian 
orthodox do<5lrinc and duties, by the feverity of 
liis difciplinc became obnoxious. The Church had 
onlv excluded from communion forever fuch as re^ 
lap/eiL He refufed all coinin union with fuch as 
had once apoflatizcd in the hour of pcrfecution, or 
fallen into fuch offences, as were difgraceful to 
their profcffion. He did not indeed deny the 
poflibility of repentance and falvation for fuch per- 
fons ; but condemned all who received them again 
into communion; and infifted on re-baptifing fuch, 
as from other Chriftian focietics having coun- 
tenanced fuch admiffion of the lapfed, wifhed to 
join the body of thofc, who from the ftridtnels 
of their difciplinc were called the cathari^ or pure. 
I fhall by no means juftify a pradlice, I think not 
(Countenanced by Scripture, but I can make many 

Vol, \. Q allowances 



27,6 mPA&TIAL BISTORT Ot Iftt.l. 

allowances for the ncceffity of peculiar care, when 
the immenfe number df the falfe and unfaithful, fo 
highly difgraced the Chriftian name ; and probably 
favour and connivance re-admitted multitudes into 
the communion of the Church, whofe condudl and 
€hara<5ler demanded more watchful attention. I 
admire the fidelity of Cyprian, in oppofing the let- 
ters of reconciliation, too eafily obtained from the 
martyrs, and requiring that fome folid evidence 
ihould be given of their real forrow and con verfion, 
before the lapfed fhould be re- admitted to the fo* 
ciety of the faithful. 



CHAP. 
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QF THE PRINCIPAL PERSOKAQES WHO FL0U&ISHS2^ 

IN THE THIRD CENTURY. 

ORIGEN. 
Bom 185— Died about 2b^. 

4 

NEVER perhaps exifted a charadlcr of a caft 
(6 uncommon, as that of Origen. In piety 
fervent, in zeal diftinguiflied, from his earlieft years 
aChriftian; his morals unimpeachable; an eunuch 
for the kingdom of heaven's fake literally ; and 
fealing the truth of a confeflbr with the fufferings^ 
If not the death of a martyr. Indefatigable in la** 
hour, endued with Angular genius, improved by 
immenfe erudition, and admired by his cotempora^ 
ries as the paragon of fcience and learning ; yet 
withal debafing the doiftrines of Chriftianity with 
the inoi^ abfurd interpretations, and fubje^ing 
them to the dogmas of the platonic philofophy, as 
if this w^s the divine key to unlock thefe treafures 
of wifdom. He fuppofed the outward letter aC 
Scripture, to be of no fpiritual benefit ; but as it 
led to the hidden meaning, and the whole ofreve^ 
htm to h of little uje to thoje v^hojhould vnderfiand 

Q2 it 



228 IMPARTIAL HISTORY 09 [Per. 1. 

is only according to the literal fenfe. He taught 
with his mafter Plato, that the human foul was an 
emanation of the Divine nature; comprehending 
in it all the principles and elements of truth, human 
and divine : and thcfe fouls pre-exifling, and fub- 
je6l to tranfmigration. The mode in which he 
rpoke of the incarnation of the Son of God opened 
a wide door for the admiflion of the Arian herefy. 
His high opinion of the powers of the human in- 
telledl, and the freedom of the hurn^n will, fuper- 
feded all fupernatural influence from the Holy 
Ghoft as unneceflary : and his fuppofition of the 
fouls fufFcring in other bodies, deftroyed the idea 
of eternal punifhment as the wages of fin, and left 
the hope of final refloration to purity and perfec- 
tion, to fet all right at the laft. — Errors of the moft 
fearful and fatal kind, and fubverfive of every vital 
principle of Chriflianity. 

• His aufterities and manners, were as far from 
Chriflian excellence, as his docSliines were from 
truth and fimpHcity. To difarm concupifcence he 
fubmitted to the moft painful operation, and to 
fubdue every bodily craving, he exrrcifed the 
fevereft rigour of mortification; flimiliar with cold, 
nakedncfs, and poverty, barefooted, abftaining from 
wine, and every indulgence ; frequent in vigils and 
fefting, he mac^rated the body, in order to make 
a readier courfe for the fhining of the imvard light, 

and 
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and the accefs of divine truth. This remarkable 
feverity of manners, contributed greatly to enhance 
his character for fandlity, as the depths of his phi- 
lofophic refearches exalted his reputation for wif* 
dom t Thus he opened the road to all the gloomy 
dilcipline and follies of monkery t which the fpirit 
of felf-righteoufnefs afterwards begat on pride, and 
felf-fufRciency : and produced the fpawn of hermits 
and folitaries, that peopled the deferts and mona^ 
fteries, with the ufelefs crew of celibataries. 

The fchool of Alexandria was the chief fcene of 
his labours. He was heard as the oracle of fcience, 
honoured by all the philofophical fedls ; and his 
name in high celebrity among heathens, as well as 
Chriftians. Nor did the violence committed upoa 
himfelf prevent his being ordained a prefbyter la 
the church of Alexandria. From thence he tra- 
veiled to Athens, every where difleminating bis 
platonic Chriftianity, and generally admired aoi 
revered ; attacking every here(y, with the artillery 
of his profound erudition, and it is faid vanquifh- 
ing with his vi6lorious fyllogifms, Beryllus, bifhop 
of Boflria in Arabia, and other heretical teachers, 
and reclaiming them to the Church ; though the 
vidlor and the vanquifhed with fuch weapons, alike 
afford miibrable fpecimcns of evangelical trutfar. 
Indeed even then many of founder principles dif* 
puted his platonic dogmas as heretical; and bis 

Q3 owu 
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own drocefan of Alexandria^ in two councils de« 
pofed and degraded bit^ from the priefthood, for 
ftlfe doArine. ' It muft be acknowledged tbat hii 
pbilofbphical ChriAianity^ and platonic theology^ 
bad a grievous diffimilitude with the iinipHcity 
which is in Chrift, and feemed the very reverfe of 
PauFs determination to know nothing elfe but 
Jefus Chrift and him crucified^ and not to preach 
with the enticing words of man*s wifdom, but 
with thofe which the Holy Ghoft teacheth* 

By his own account the (late of vital Chriftia- 
nity was become very low indeed^ and the carelefs 
behaviour of Chriftians truly afflidUve. " They 
^ come to Church/* ftith he, in one of his ho- 
mtlies^ ** not for inftru6lion but diverfion : Some 
** go out as foon as the ledlure is ended, neither 
*• conferring with, nor alking of their paflor any 
^ queftions, and others ftay not even till the lec- 
** ture is finiflied : whilft fome pay no attention 
*f to the difcourfc, but entertain themfelves toge- 
*^ ther in a corner of the church." So that we fee 
the fonner daiys were too like our own. Indeed, 
if the ledlure contained nothing but the fafhion- 
Ale, philofophical, allegorical and myftical inter- 
pretations of the platonic fchool, it could claim 
little attention ; and it is to be feared, that under 
fuich tuition the (implicity of truth muft be loft, 
and its vital fpirit evaporated. Such modes of in- 
1. terpreting 
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terpreting the Scriptures mud have been as un- * 
profitable and abfurd, as the unfcriptural rules of 
life, held in high eilimation, and recomroendod 
as attainments of fuperior excellence^ tended to 
corrupt the pradlice pf true Chriftianity, 

Greatly therefore as Origen was venerated in his 
day ; eminent for ability^ and a&ivity^ and doling 
a long life of profeifion, with a readinefs to fufFer 
every torment for the religion he maintained^ his 
' Chriftianity appears awfully equivocal. No man 
contributed more to corrupt the fimplicity of Gos- 
pel truth, and grace ; no man opened a wider door 
to the wilde/l iyftems of errors, and dodlrines of 
demons ; no man*s teaching and example more 
powerfully paved the way for all monadic follies 
and abufes : and if an impartial examination is 
made of the good or evil ariling to Chriftianity by 
his labours, and they are weighed in the fcale of 
evangelical truth, the latter will, I am fure, be 
found to preponderate in an amazing proportion^ 
and leave very meagre features of a Chriftian man, 
or a Chriftian divine. How much wood, hay and 
ftubble, may be built on the foundation, with real 
gold and filver, and precious ftones, the day of 
fire muft decide. We fhall not,' through mercy, 
be each other's judges : but when we are writing 
impartial hiftory, we are bound to fpeak the truth 
from the heart, as far as our beift knowledge reaches* 

Q 4 I con* 
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I confcfs my views of Origen, with all his greatnefi 
and univerfal admiration, leave me very much in 
doubt of his real Chriftianity, and induce me to 
entertain a much worfe opinion- of the Chriflian 
world in that day, which could raife fuch a man on 
the pedeflal of eminence, and hear his rhapfodies 
with fuch profound veneration. I wifh I could give 
a more favourable fufFrage. There is a Judge who 
will do right. 



CYPRIAN. 




1 

Kleded Bifhop 


An. 218 


Mf'irtyrcd - •• 


258 



A far nobler, and lefs equivocal perfonage rifeg 
into vieiw, the juftly honoured and faithful Cyp- 
rian ; whofe character Mr. Milner has held up to 
light in the j^ioft glowing tints of admiration and 
refpecft. In many things he is worthy, and merits 
all the praife he receives. But Cyprian was a 
man, compafled about, like his fellows, with infir- 
mity. In his office, manifefting the pride of a too 
unhumbled Heart : in his cpiftles, mixing fcnti- 
tnents highly exceptionable, with obfervations wife 
and judicious : and in his vifions and miraculous 
pretenfions, far from deferving unlimited credit. 
Impartiality requires me to note with utter difap^ 
probation, aflertions fo unfcriptural as the follow** 
ing : ^* There is only one epiicopacy, fuch as are 
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^' out of this church' have no falvation to hope 
for." — ** A man may be killed, (for the confcf- 
fion of Chrift,) but not be crowned (as a martyr) 
*.* unlcfs adlually in the church/' — meaning that 
to which Cyprian belonged. — " No baplifm is va- 
" lid, nor any ordination valid out of this church, 
" or by any perfon deemed heretical, though ad- 
*^ miniftered in th^ name of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoft.'* — " Baptifm in the church always 
procures rcmiflion of fins.'* — "Calamities are 
to be willied for, as they enable us to merit the 
** rewards of heaven." It would be tedious to 
produce other paflliges equally fhocking. And far, 
very far, am I from believing thofe pretenfions of 
Cyprian, to which Mr. Milner and many Papifts 
give implicit credit ; fuch as — " Healing the fick 

ft 

" —extinguifhing the force of poifon — compelling 
" unclean and wandering fpirits, by menaces, to 
quit their hold ofmen — fcourging and controul- 
ing the foe of mankind — and bringing him to 
^ confefs what he is in torments/* I am, I own, 
little fatisfied with the teftimony of the fathers of 
that age. They appear highly fuperftitious and 
credulous. The (lories of miracles innumerable 
related by them, carry on the face of them, ftrong 
grounds for hefitation. The more I compare them 
with the Scripture miracles, the lefs am I difpofed 
to credit them. Kor were the miracle-mongers 
themfelves the kind of men in whom I could ex- 
pea 
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pe6l fuch powers would refide. Fremiiing thefe 
things, I proceed — 

Cyprian was by birth a man of family. His for- 
tune was conliderable, and bis profpedls in the 
world promifing. He was bred to the bar ; had a 
literary education ; was an admired orator, and 
though fomething too rhetorical, not an inelegant 
writer. His genius was vivid, and his erudition 
refpedlable. When he became a Chriftian, he 
readily (acrificed all that he might win Chrift. His 
fubftancc he diflributed to the poor, and his talents 
he devoted to the Church, of which he became a 
bifhop about two years after his converfion : ele6l- 
ed, fays Pontius Diaconus, his biographer, plehis 
fgvore, by the favour of the people,* when quite a 
Neophite. He was alfo a married man, that 
being as yet no bar to the epifcopal ofEce. 

During the perfecution of Decius, Cyprian lay 
concealed ; the ravages it occafioned were great, 
but the apoftacy greater. The pidlure which Cyp- 

* The power of the people in every church, notwithftand- 
ing all prelatical encroachments hitherto, was very great, as 
Cyprian himfelf fully acknowledges, Epift. 68. ip(k plebs 
maxime habet poteilatem eligendi dignos facerdotes, vel indignos 
recafandi. The body of the people have principally the au« 
thority to deft worthy miniflers of the church, or to rejeft 
fuch as they judge undeferving. 

riaa 
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rian draws of the ftate of Cbriftianity^ preceding 
this perfecution, unlefs very highly changed, ex- 
hibits a fearful picture of bifliops, prefbyters, and 
people; we might juflly furmife, more modem 
times had fat for the portrait. The profeflbrs loft 
in worldly-mindednefe and gain ; luxury and cfFc- 
njinacy in drefs and manners generally prevalent i 
profanenefs without a check ; and marriage with 
infidels common. Quarrels and difputes the moft 
outrageous rife, with all the acrimony of abufe and 
malignity. Even bifhops, not only negligent of 
their flocks, but utterly deferting them, for plea- 
fuK or gain j coretous, fraudulent, ufurious. Thui 
the declcniion, which had long before commenced 
in the days of peace and profperity, advanced with 
haily ilrides, and now called ajoud for the fword 
ofaDecius, and the difcipline of a Cyprian, to 
roufe the latent fpark of fidelity and zeal, and to 
reftoKC thcdecays of preceding generations. Though 
the confiidl feems much lefs fierce in Africa than 
in many other places ; and Cyprian fays, deferves 
the name of trial, rather than perfecuticn : yet ou 
the firft fpund of the edids of this bloody EmperWj 
before the magiftrate fat, or the informer produced 
an accufation, crowds of nominal Chriflians rantp 
exculpate tbeoifelves, and to offer the prefcribed 
iacrifices ; too nuoieroua to be all admitted to the 
proof, they r^^reted the delay of another day to 

brand 
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brand tbemlelves apoftate. Grief and ftiame blot 
the record witb tears. 



At firft Cyprian continued openly to fupport his 
own church ; and wrote conlblatory and exliorta- 
tive letters to the fufFering brethren at Rome ; but 
the perfecution raging, the madnefs of the Pagan 
populace demanded him for the lions, and he with- 
drew, according to the Divine command, from the 
icene of blood. 

His retreat, however, prevented not his anxious 
cares for his own and other fufFering churches. 
Many of his beautiful letters were written during 
his concealment ; and the epiflle fent from Rome 
in anfwer to his own, breathes a truly divine unc- 
tion, and infor.ns us, that though fome of the 
great, and even paftors apoftatized, yet a noble 
body of confeflbrs flood firm againft the florm, and 
held their faith and a good confcience amidft all 
the fufFcrings of torture, imprifonment, and death 
itfelf. Nor was their tendernefs and compaffion 
for the lapfed a lefs amiable feature, than their 
labour and defire for their recovery. 

• His letter to the church of Carthage, befpeaks 
a wife and experienced Chriftian. He guards the 
confeflbrs agaLin&Jpiritual pride ; and to thofe who 

know 
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know the human heart, and the deceitfulneis of 
fin, no unneceflary caution ; warns them againft 
fleihly lulls, which war againft the foul : and men- 
tions the evil condudl and fornication, into which 
fome, who had confclled Chrift in the face of tor- 
ments and death itfelf^ had notwithftanding after- 
wards fallen. 

His epifcopal ideas appear too elevated ; yet he 
difclaims doing any thing without the confent of 
the whole body of preibyters and people : for^ 
hitherto this right had been preferved, if not in- 
violate, at lead acknowledged. His other letters 
breathe the famefplrit of parental care and watch- 
fulae(s, and only lofc much of their weight and 
excellence by the vifions he records, which, how- 
ever they might afFedl his own congregation, ftrike 
us probably in a .very different light. It will give 
no weight or dignity to a truly great charader, to 
be a vifionary. 

What cannot corruption abufe ? Even the mar- 
tyrs too hafiily granted letters of conciliation to 
the lapfed ; and the Church, without confulting 
their bifhop, received them to communion. This 
Cyprian highly rcfcnts ; and confeilcs his triumph 
in the fufFtrings of the martyrs, was damped by 
the diforderly conduct of the confcflbrs who had 
efcaped. Had this been the only inftancc of pre-i 

Litical 
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latical ufurpation, I fhould with Milner join in the' 
condemnation of MoOieim. Every church ought 
to maintain difcipline ; and Cyprian, I prefume, 
claimed no more in this rcfpcifl, than his predeccf^ 
fors had exercifed. And furcly, it was highly for 
the good of the whole, that fomc mark of humi- 
liation (hould reft upon thofe who had fo (bame* 
fully denied the Lord of glory. Thfi power af- 
fumed by martyrs and confeflbrs, appears highly 
blameable. Pride is the native inmate of every 
Ix^m ; even martyrs may feel its workings. It 
is well for them as for us, that there is one, who 
bears the iniquity of our holy things. The blood 
of atonement need be fprinkled on the expiring 
corpfe of the martyr in flames ; but for this h$ 
would perifh, and thiy would be etcrnaK 

An. 250. A ichifm in the church of Carthage, 
produced by the eledlion of another biftiop, For- 
tunatus ; and the ill behaviour of Novatus and 
Fcliciffimus, might juftly have grieved a man of 
lowlier fpirit, and lefs elevated fentiments of his 
own epifcopal dignity than Cyprian. But a divi-* 
lion of a fimilar kind in the Church of Rome, oc- 
caiioned the African biftiop a feries. of fl:ill greater 
troubles and difputes. 

The Church of Rome had been deftitute of a 
biihop fir upwards c^ a year^ and as the perfecu-* 

tion 
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tion raged there with peculiar violence, it could not 
fail to expofe the paftor^ whoever he might be, to 
fevere and immediate conflidls. This for a while 
fufpcnded a new eledlion to the fee. In the mean 
time, Navafian a Roman prefbyter, grew high in 
the eftcem of many of his brethren and the con- 
feflbrs ; but admitting into his friendfhip Novatus, 
who had quarrelled with Cyprian, and retired from 
Carthage to Rome, it is faid, that at the inftiga* 
tion of his friend^ he feparated from the Church : 
to this I cannot give hafty credit, any more than 
to Cyprian's abufe of Novatus, as a turbulent, am* 
bitious, and immoral character. That Novatian 
was a man of mod exemplary piety, and in difci- 
pline peculiarly rigid, is admitted. He differed' 
from his friend Novatus refpe6ling the lapfed, and 
judged them for ever inadmiflible into the Church 
whatever ligns of repentance they might have 
given. It is very improbable that fuch a perfon^ 
would have embraced as a brother, one whofe 
condudl had been juftly cenfurable, much more if 
openly notorious. 

Though the feverity of Novatian^^ difcipline 
might be blameable, yet in his defire to make 
apoflacy more fearful, a good man might err, even 
in the excefs of his jealoufy, for the honour of re- 
ligion. * Many of the Romifh clergy, cfpecially 
the confeflbrs^ united with hiiB in fentiment. This 

greatly 
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greatly divided the Rotnifli prefbyters, fome hold-» 
ing the more lenient do<ftrine of rcfloration ; No- 
vatian with his aflociatcs the more rigid fentence 
of final exclufion. The two parties, therefore, 
each chofe a bi(hop. Cornelius of the party oppo- 
fitc to Novatian, is (aid to be ordained by Jixteen 
bifhops then at Rome. How fixteen bifhops, in 
the height of fuch a bloody pcrfcGution (hould be 
there affemblcd for that purpofc, aj>pears not a 
little furprifing, unlefs the name of bifhop and 
prefbyter being ftill (}^nonimous, as I fufpedl, thefe 

1 

Roman prcibyters or bifhops, might choofc a fuc- 
ceffbr to the fee, and the people approve : for I 
have not yet obferved an inftance of foreign bi- 
fhops prefuming to intrude a pallor upon another 
church j and if they did, this* had been a juftcaufe 
for the very divifion which cnfued. Novatian, and 
the prefbyters attached to him, not approving the 
ordination of Cornelius, they placed Novatian over 
them, it is faid, in a very irregular manner. But 
that does not appear. Eufebius is a miferable 
voucher, and evidently himfclf, in this affair, mif- 
takes Novatus, for Novatian. 

I am the longer on this point, becaufe Mr. Mil- 
ncr calls thcfc the firfl: dijfenters from the Church, 
not a tittle of which I can perceive ; for Novatian 
was a bifhop as truly chofen and ordained, from 
any thing which appears, as ComeVms. He was a 

man 



Cent. 3.] OTHE church op christ. 241 

man avowedly found in all the principles of the 
Gofpel do<Slrine, and concurring in all the difci- 
pHne of the Church ; nay, dif{)ofed to carry it to 
excefs ; and befides this, there refts not a (hadoW 
of accufation againil him. As it is impofliblc to 
judge of all the grounds of quarrels even among 
good men now, when we are fo much nearer the 
fcene of a<5tion, greater muft be the difficulty to 
decide for times fo diftant, and where we have 
fuch partidl materials ; probably, as is the cafe in 
moft difputes, there was too much of pride and 
fclf-will on both fides, and more yielding, and left 
obftinacy would have better become Chriftian bi- 
ihops. The party of Cornelius prevailed. Cyp- 
rian ftropgly efpoufed it. Nicoftratus, a friend of 
Noyatian at Rome, came into Africa, and was or- 
dained a biftiop there over thofe who now bore the 
names of Novatians, from the Roman bifhop. He 
is charged with fcandalous crimes ; but the ac- 
cufations of enemies are to be received with cau- 
tion ; and a body diflinguiflied by the name of 
cafiariy or fure^ and whofe difcipline was allow- 
edly more rigid than that of other churches, would 
hardly have appointed a man of fcandalous man- 
ners for their head. I can mark no ground of de- 
clenfion herein with Mr. Milner. Had there been 
no other proof than what is called tie Novatian 
herejy, oxJcUfm^ I (hould have been rather ftruck 
Vol. I. R with 
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with the feverity of the difcipline maintained in 
the Church, than with any decline of zeal and 
purity. For the other churches, from whom in thii 
alone the Novatians differed, were even abun- 
dantly ftri£l, as appears from Cyprian himfelf. 

Cyprian being returned to the care of the church 
of Carthage, immediately aflembled his brother 
bifhops to heal the breaches which had been made. 
The difpute between Cornelius and Novatian came 
before them. Cyprian was the enemy of Novatian, 
lioth in refpedl to the treatment of the. lapfed, and 
becaule he efpoufed Novatus, who had preferred 
Fortunatus to Cyprian at Carthage. The letters 
of Cornelius were received ; the charges againil 
Novatian admitted; and his condemnation pro- 
nounced; From the very letter of Cornelius itfcif, 
1 am flrongly perfuaded of the falfehoods laid to 
the charge of Novatian ; and if the invalidity of 
his ordination turned upon his being confecrated, 
as it is affirmed, " by perfons in aftate of hitoxica- 
•^ //o;/,'* I afk no more than the whole tenor and 
purity ttf Novatian's condu6t, to confute fuch an 
accufation. Bad as matters were grown, the bi- 
fhop of the Cathari, for the credit of his fc&, as 
well as his own, would furcly never have expofed 
himfelf to a cenfure of this kind. The very fug- 
geflion gives me a lower opinion of Cornelius. 

Novatian 



Cent. 3.] THE CHURCH OP CHRIST, %i3 

Noratian and Fortunatus were both conderaned 
by this epifcopal fynod, and Cyprian triumphed 
over his rival and ruled in Africa. The Novatiani 
however continued long a body of profefling Chris- 
tians, and I have always been led to fufpedl, true 
members of the Church of Chrift, and perhaps^ the 
clofeft walkers with God. 

Cyprian now evidently the firft bifhop in the 
Church, for high refpedl and elevation^ informs 
Cornelius what they had done, and how, they had 
cut off from ^he Mother Church all who prefumed 
to refufc fubmiflion to their dominipn ; and to 
break that unity which they thought fit to prc^ 
fcribe. The infolence, the abufe, and the con* 
demn^tion heaped on the devoted heads of all that 
prefumed to differ from a bifhop of Carthage^ 
Mr. Milner may excufe, vindicate ; I utterly con- 
demn it, fully perfuaded, that the peace, the unity^ 
and purity of the true Churchy will be a thoufand 
times better prefcrved, by leaving our brcthrea 
who may differ from us to themfelves, bearing and 
forbearing, than by all the anathemas hurled againft 
them by a Cyprian, a Gregory, or a Laud* 

The weight of Cyprian, and the increafing party 
ftf Cornelius, tended greatly to weaken the divi- 
fion under Novatian. A letter from the Romifh 
Church informed him of the victory they- had 

K 2 gained ; 
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^ined ; and contains their folemn avowal, ** that 
" but one bifhop ought to be in the Catholic 
*' Church, as there is but one Holy Ghoft f an 
cxpreflion, to my ears, full of blafphemy ; per- 
fuaded that the Holy Gboft dwelt in the churches 
of Pbilippi and Galatia, with many bifhops in each, 
in as abundant a meafure as in Cornelius or Cyp- 
rian ; and I rather think in a greater : but the 
' ftrbng lines of Popery, and a vifible head of the 
Catholic Church, whofe anathemas were to hurl 
into the duft every oppofcr to prelatical pride, had 
now begun to make confiderabic ftrides ; and no 
man hitherto had more contributed to this than 
Cyprian.. Being a man of birth, opulence, diftinc- 
tion, able, zealous, really ufeful in fpreading and 
maintaining the purity of the faith, he rofe high 
on the fiilts of epifcopal dignity; fvvaycd Africa by 
his influence; and all the Chrirtian world acknow- 
ledged his greatncfs. He mud be a man indeed 
of Angular grace, who, in fuch a lituation, did not 
feel hinifelf imjiortant,. and take too much upon 
bim. 

The reply of Cornelius to the biftiop of Carthage, 
breathes an acrimony, an infolcnce and abufe, that 
Ipeaks as little in favour of the man who could 
receive it with complacence, as of him who could 
iiidite it in the bitternefs of his heart ; and they 
muJl be fad Chrifiians indeed, whofe ftate I fhould 

not 
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not prefer to the bifliop, who could write thefe 
letters. We have only an account of the Nova^ 
tians from their enemies, bnt that is fufBcient to 
demonftrate, however much they were in the wrong, 
that the fpirit of Chriftianity had little to boaft of 
in their perfecutors. 

The difpiite about the lapfed afforded many a 
caufe for epiftolary correfpondence : and Cyprian** 
plan is afluredly the moft fcriptural. But when he 
writes to Cornelius, as Milner owns, there is much 
more of the hero than of the faint, fighting for epis- 
copal dignity, and treating all his own and Corne-^ 
lius*s advcrfaries, with fuch fupercilious contempt^ 
bitter enmity, and infolent arrogance, as muft ex* 
ceedingly degrade a Chriftian man, much more a 
Ghriftian biftiop. On this head, inftead of the meek-- 
nefs and patience of Jeflis Chrift, he difplays a fpirit 
fo different from what breathes in his general cba^ 
radler, that I can only grieve, for what I dare hot hut 
condemn. How far the abufe and feverity with wbipk 
the Novatians were treated widened the breach^ 
the leaft refledlion and knowledge of the humaiif 
heart muft fiiggeft : and Mr. Milner allows with 
every good man, that, " in a defedlion from Ghrii^ 
*? tian purity of dodlrine, and where thc'beadfi of 
ff the Church are in principle and pra<Slice ung$dly^ 
ff we may juftly fyfpedl the Lord hath forfaken 

R 3 '' thefe, 
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*^ thcie, and that his Spirit would reft on thofe who. 
•* feparated from theno." Such fufpicion, no doubt 
Novatian and his brethren entertained, however 
miftaken they might be : and the uncharitablenefs 
with which they were treated, would have no ten- 
dency to heal their fufpicions. 

Novatian by his revilers is admitted to he a 
man of genius, learning, and eloquence. Hi^ 
moral charadler was unimf^eachable. It required 
fin^ular excellence to maintain himfelf and his 
congregation, again ft the weight of power and in- 
fluence which were agaiqft him. One of the heft, 
cleareft, and moft precife treatife^ which antiquity 
can produce, on the triune God, comes from bis 
pen. He Hates diftinAly, that, " the Holy Ghoft 
** is the author of regeneration — ^the pledge of the 
'^ promifed inheritance — the hand-writing of eter- 
^^ nal ialvation — ^who makes us the temple of God, 
^ and his abode — who intercedes for us with groan«» 
^ ings. which cannot be uttered— our advocate and 
*^ defender— dwelling in us — and fandlifying us for 
** immortality^" &9. When I hear Cyprian anathe- 
matizing fuch a man, I can only fay, I would rather 
be under the curfes with Novatian, than utter them 
with Cyprian. I forbear to quote the high ex- 
preiSons, to me bordering on impiety, with which 
be honours the epifcopal order, and from whence 

he 
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he derives the claims of obedience ; this feems the 
great blot in his efcutcheon, and the caufe of all 
the indefenfible feverity with which he treated thofe ' 
who prefumed to differ from him. His noble 

career, after a life of unwearied labour. 
An. 258 terminated, as became him, in a death of 

martyrdom under Valerian. In the fame 
pcrfccution, his antagonifl:, (hall I fay, bis enemy, 
Novatian (but a ChriQian (hould have no enmities) 
clofed his noble efforts alfo, with a like gloriouS 
end; and rtiewcd, with many of his followers, that 
however they might differ with thdr brethren in 
leiler matters, they could as faithfully die for 
Chrift, and claim the crown of martyrdom. Ab ! 
that great mcq, good men, confei)brs, martyrs, 
(hould ever quarrel, and not, be willing to bpar and 
forbear ! If one is our mnfler, even Chrift, to bim 
}et us be content to be refpontible ; follow tbe beft 
didlates of our confciencc according to our viewi 
pf Qod's word ; and be happy to indulge our 
brethren with the fame liberty. Tbe prefervatiQH 
of the unity of an outward churchy in tbe eyes of a 
fpiritually minded man muft be contemptible, conk- 
pared with the holding the unity of the fpirit in the 
bond of peace, and loviqg one another out of a 
pure heart fervently. Cyprian and Novatian at the 
right hand of tbe great Shepherd and Bifhop of 
(pills, muft be albamed of their har(h fpirit, and 

R4 their 
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tbeir barfti fpeeches. It is a mercy for us all, that 
we have fuch a compaffionate high-prieft, who 
knows bow to pity odr infirmities^ and to pardon 
our iniquitiea. 

As I have dwelt fo long on a character, which 
then engaged the firft attention, I (hall only juft 
mention two perfons highly, I will not add deferv- 
edly, revered, Gregory Thaumaturgus, bilhop of 
N^eocefaria, and Firmilian, bilhop of Cappadocia, the 
pupils of the famous Origen, and deeply tindlured 
with all the ecledlic philofophy. The creed, which 
the latter miraculoufly received, from John the 
Evangelift, and the Virgin Mary, ranks with the 
vifions of Cyprian. And as to the abundance of mi- 
raculous gifts of Thaumaturgus, I muft have better 
cvidente, than Gregory of Nyflen and Bafil, a hun- 
dred years after, ere I can receive them. The one 
fcntence before quoted from Gregory, diminifhes 
grievoufly his Chriftian chara<fter, and weighs 
againil a multitude of traditionary reports, at fuch 
a diflance from the date of the fa6ls ; and without 
a living witnefs, or a fingle authentic and credible 
teflimony at the time. That thefe men were 
acute and able difputants, and followed up the fo- 
cinian, Paul of Samofata, through all his windings 
of ambiguity and dexterous evafion, I can fuppofe. 
This triumph they fhall be allowed^ and I will not 

impeach 
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impeach the juiHce of his depofition. But I am 
utterly diflatisfied with the proof Mr. Milner brings 
of the abundance of Gregory's miraculous powers^ 
and believe juft as much of them, as of much better 
ones, related in Mr. Wefley's journals. Good men 
may be tinctured with credulity, and really be de- 
ceived themfelves, before they attempt to deceive 
others. I fee no danger the truth of Chriftianity 
can receive from fufpending our belief of Gregory*s 
miracles ; I fee a great door opened for fraud and 
fuperilition in the admiilion of them« 

I.muft pafs over more flightly a numeroui 
hod who ihone in that jSrmam(!nt, as fiars of lefler 
magnitude; yet, perhaps, in fpirit and temper- 
more like their Lord, than the greater, and more 
diftinguifhed polemics. Hippolitus, Julius Afri* 
canus, Dionyfius of Alexandria, Methodius, Minu* 
tins Felix, Amobius, all have left us writings ; and 
are delivered down to us, as the fuccefsful de- 
fenders of the Chriftian caufe. Indeed it was now 
univerfally prevalent; but as we have feen, by 
awful experience, the profeflbrs were more than 
the poilefibrs, though they alfo were a great boft, 
as the hoft of God. 
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CHAP. IV. 

FORM OF GOVERNMENT, RITES, AVD 

CEREM0NI12S. 

fT^HE government of the fevcml churches, m 
JL an enlarged circle, was now confolidatecl 
under one head, with magifterial authority. The 
billiop, howeyer, ftill confulted his prefbytcrs, and 
the congregation of the faithful in matters of mo- 
ment, relative to his church ; fuch as the diftribu« 
bution of the offerings; the ordination of miniilers, 
the exclufion of members firom^ and their admiilion 
to the Lord's table. One bifliop alfo bad great; 
pre-eminence over his fellows ; fummoned coun- 
cils ; prefided at their deliberations ; and ufually 
fwayed their opinions. Such was Cyprian in Africa. 
^Rome, Antioch, ^Alexandria, claimed a fort of pre-> 
eminence, for their antiquity, and on difficult mat* 
ters were confulted : though the bounds of metro- 
politan, or epifcopal authority fludluated, according 
to the ability, reputation or ambition of the perfon 
who filled the fee. The bifhop of the great metro- 
polis began to claim, and was generally now ad- 
mitted to hold a certain priority of dignity above 
his fellows ; for equality refpedting order and office 

was 
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was yet jealoufly maintained by the epifcopal band. 
And therefore, when Stephen, bifhop of Rome, 
iflued his mandate, refpe^ling the baptifm of he* 
retics, Cyprian rebuked his infolence, with equal 
indignation and contempt : but, vvhilft the bifhops 
watched with jcalouly the ambitious encroach- 
ments of their companions in office, each endea* 
youred to extend his claims fuccefsfully in his own 
church ; and was fupportcd by the fpirit of the 
corps in his pretenfions. They afTnmed every day 
more of abfolute rule in their own fees, trenching 
ppon the rights of the prefb)^ers, and excluding 
the interference of the faithful. Thcfe \vcre now 
taught implicit obedience, and heard the conltant 
warnings of the deadly crime of refiftinjor epifcopal 
authority, featcd upon the throne of God, and 
claiming divine right and fubmiflion. The evils 
neceflarily refulting from fuch a fpirit, and fuch 
abufes, muft be incalculable ; and appeared in the 
pride, pomp, luxury and carnality of many of thefe 
prelatical dignitaries. The other orders endeavoured 
to imitate them in lording it over their inferiors j 
and claiming their fuperior honours pf facerdotal 
reverence. Even the deacons ufurped many of the 
prefbyters* offices, and, in the ufelcfs and multi- 
plied rites and ceremonies inflituted in the Church, 
appointed beneath them a herd of inferior orders, 
fub-deacons, acolyths, door-keepers, rearJers, ex- 
orcifts, buriera of the dead, which flrengthened the 

clerical 
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clerical army with their fubordinate fundlions; 
and were fuppofed to (bare 9 ipinor portion ai 
their (andity. 

Though marriage was ftill generally ufed, a 
ftate of celibacy continued to acquire a degree of 
reputation ; and monkery, the offspring of the 
platonic philolbphy, and promoted by the great 
oracle Origen, expanded its roots, and peopled the 
deferts^ far from the haunts of men. 

The facraments alfo, inftead of fimple memo- 
rials, and outward iigns of inward and fpiritual 
grace^ began to be fuppofed to have divine grace 
neccilarily attached to them, and to acquire a 
value which they had not before attained, be- 
coming fo indifpenfibly neceflai'y to falvation, that 
even to infants the communion (hould be admi- 
niftered. There docs not yet appear any difpute 
whether the children of Chriftians (hould be bap- 
tized, but at what time, and if, like the rite of cir- 
cumcifion, it fhould be adminiftered on the eighth 
day. This momentous queflion employed the 
wifdom of Cyprian and fixty-iix bifliops to decide. 
His reafonings on the efficacy of baptifm are as 
unfcriptural, as the difputes about the re-baptifing 
heretics were frivolous: as Cyprian iniiftcd on 
this point, the .war was carried on with fcandalous 
afperity ; and he was folemnly e^^communicatecj 

by 
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by the bifhop of Rome, In times of declenfion, 
trifles become important, and the mode of^ and 
time for baptifm, the fign of the crofs, and the 
proper day for obfervance of Eaiter were matters 
as violently conteftcd, as if the foundations of all 
truth and godlincfs were about to be razed. Ah I 
when will good men learn to leave modes and 
forms in their proper place ; to give fecondary mat- 
ters lefs of their polemics ; and refcrve the weight 
of their arguments and zeal for the great eflential 
truths and the real convcrfion of the heart to Grod ! 

Longfermons, full of trope, figure and allegory, 
with an affectation of Grecian eloquence, were in- 
troduced by the fchool of Origen, and tended 
greatly to debafe the fimplicity of Chriftian truth. 
Incenfe now firft fmoked, on what began to be 
called the altar. The facrament of the Lord's 
Supper was celebrated with greater pomp and {b* 
lemnity. Gold and filver veflels were ufed in the 
fervice, with garments for beauty and glory : fup- 
pofing thefe would command greater reverence 
and rcfpe<5l for the facred myfteries. They began 
alfo to fpeak of the elements after confecration in a 
language which laid the foundation for the grofs 
and impious dodlrine of tranfubflantiation, and by 
degrees proceeded, though after a courfe of ages, 
from veneration to adoration, and from high myfti-* 

cal 
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cal flights, to fuggcft a real body of Chrift, in the 
eucbarift. 

$ 

Before admiffion to haptifm, the cxorcift with 
frightful menaces and formidable (bouts, pretended 
to expel the prince of darknefs from the candidate. 
The remiflion of fins was thought to be the immc- 
diAe efFe6l of baptifm, rightly adminiftered by the 
bifhop or his delegate. By his fubfequent prayer 
and impofition of hands, (for his prefence on thofe 
occfifions was always neceflary,) the Holy Ghoft 
was fuppofed to be given. Thefe baptifmal folem- 
Dities were rcfervcd for the great feftival of Eaftcr, 
and the forty days fucceeding. A folemn parade 
and proceffion of the exorcifed, and baptifcd, in 
white garments and crowns, in token of their vic- 
tory over the devil, clofed the auguft ceremonial. 
Every ftep we advance, betrays the growing de- 
clenfion, and the loft of true Chriftianity, in forms 
and ceremonies, and the tricks of jugglers, to give 
importance to a new-invented pricfthood. 

Fqfting alfo grew into high eftimation. The 
platonic dodlrine of demons generally taught and 
believed, introduced all the abfurdities of fpells 
and exorcifms ; and as bodily macerations were 
fuppofed of peculiar efficacy, and the demons left 
troublefome to thofe who were lean and hungry, 

than 
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than to fiich as had a belly full, all were put un- 
der difcipline ; and the degree of fancSlity incrcafed 
in proportion to the rigour of the faft and the mor- 
tifications impofcd on the body. Days of falling 
were enjoined by bilhops and councils, and multi- 
plied ; and (harp and bitter contentions followed, 
whether it fhould be on the lixth or fcventh day 
of the week. Such aflonifliing puerilities could 
engage the attention of the moft exalted charac- 
ters ! and in aid of other mighty weapons againft 
the powers of darknefs, the fign of the crofe began 
Tery generally to prevail, and Chriftians undertook 
nothing of moment without this important pro* 
caution. 

Prayers were univerfally offered thrice a-day, 
according to the cuftom of the Jews, as well as at 
other times, occafionally by the faithful ; and juftly 
reckoned among the moft important duties. On 
feilivals, the general mode was to Jiand\ on days 
of failing and humiliation to fall on their knees, 
or projlrate on the ground. Forms of prayer be-- 
gan to be introduced, but no ritual generally efta- 
blifhed. Every man was yet at liberty to expreft 
the fenfations of his mind in free and unreftrained 
efFufions, and to fpeak out of the abundance erf 
the heart. 
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CHAP. V. 



THE TRUE SPIRITUAL CHURCH. 



STRONG as tBe flames of perfecution burned 
around the Church and its martyrs^ and (hed 
a glory on t^^ noble artny of confeflbrs, anguifk 
of heart traces the growing coriiiptions, which in 
every interval of peace and quiet prevailed. Truth 
compels me to relate what I find recorded in the. 
writers of that day ; yet, though the rubbifli now 
b^an to disfigure the fatidluary, there appears in 
numberlefs initances a genuine fpirit of zeal for 
Chrift, and fidelity to his fervice. 

The doflrines, which are according to godlineft, 
may be found in the greater number of the writ- 
ings of that age ; and the zeal to fupprefs herefy 
appears in the multiplied treatifes on that fqbjedt:. 
But I dare not enter upon thefe. The reafonings 
tbey contain are fb often fallacious, and inconclu- 
five; the fophiftry fo apparent, and the conteft 
rather for vidlory than truth, that the difpute is 
very unprofitable ; and this alio managed with 
fuch afperity and invedlive, that I rather quit the 

arena 
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^rena to the ecclefiaftical combatants^ and th^f 
interefled difciples^ and retire to feek the faithfal^^ 
not fo much among the more diftinguifhed cha« 
radlers, as with the fimple followers of the crucU 
fied Lord ; who lefs noticed for dignity, learnings 
and worldly refpedt, lifted up to him in their 
inferior flations, holy hands, without wrath Of: 
doubting. 



/'• 



With all the mixtures of what was evidently 
wrong, the body of the Chufcb held fad: the htiad 
Cbrift. Cyprian, with all his-kiexcufable loftinefl 
and afperity, difplays the mod folid piety and ja-» 
dicipus obfervations. His labours mull have beea 
greatly blefled ; the revival of Chriftianity from tht 
low condition in which he found it, fo as to be 
able to aflemble lixty-fix neighbouring bifhops 
around him, befpeaks a very flourifliing eftate of 
the African church. And when we fee bis own 
fufferings, and thofc of a multitude of others, we 
cannot but highly venerate the men who dared 
thus to count their lives not dear unto themfelveSb 
I can have no doubt that many of thefc African 
bifhops were men of true primitive limplicity of 
manners, and devotednefs to Grod our Saviour. 
Their diocefes could be but of fmall extent, and 
their care of the flock was exemplary. AfTuredly^ 
in many of them, wbofe names are not CQme down 
on the regifter of reputation, the true Church df 

Vol. I. S Cbrift 
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<%riift fubfiilcd m its vigonr ; and aTfiong tbcn 
ibight perhips be left incredulouCj if I could ii 
the atteftation of mincul6us povera, than in thi 
iAk> itBtSted tbeiA. A great hoft of living v 
acdes vns found of thofe who knew the power 
OirHl's refan«£Hon and the fdlowfhip of bis li 
jteings. Nm- can I confine tbe Church to tbe p 
of tbofe who appropriated to tbemfelves the ti 
t^ CathoUe, I have no doubt ^at the Novati: 
Ifiere a» bldled company of ^thful people, end 
ftlliftoeft of life and manners equal at leaft 
dK^e who excommunicated them ; and amo 
tltt other fe6ls, with all the miftakes into wh: 
Ibphifliy or education might have led many, th 
J»are ftill fomc who held the Lord ChriH ; w 
Hupped him in fpirit and in truth ; and iKed, 
we are anUred*, as readily for their confeffion 
bim, as they had lived in holy obedience to hie 

' Tbe bnhappy idea of the umty of the Cha 
binder a parttealar mode of government, inftead 
nnity of fpirit, meeknefs, and mutual forbearan 
m matters uneflential to falvation, whilft all f 
Ibfled to hold the faith once delivered to the fail 
produced the plenteous tares of controveriy, : 
-the abhorred mutual excommunicattons of nr 
frhole duty was to love one another out of a p 
heart fervently ; but whofe eomiptions too ol 
prevailed about trifles over tbe fpirit of chai 
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and of a ibund mind. Tet multitudes, below con« 
troverfy, and rcnaovcd to the obfcurer fcenes of 
life, incapable of judging of all the learned nott*^ 
fenfe^ and unafie6led with the afperities of the 
difputes, quietly puifued their way to heaven and 
glory, dirough fan6):ification of the fpirit unto 
obedience, and the fprinklingof the blood of Jefua 
Chrift. 

Let it be mentioned, ere I conclu<ie, to the ho- 
nour of many, that they fpared no expence or 
trouble, to obtain multiplied copies of the word of 
God : a work then of no fmall^ difficulty, and a 
treafure of the value of which we arc incompetent 
judges, who, iince the art of printing has been 
invented, can fo eafily, and for a trifle procure, 
what was then fo hard to obtain. 

Thus have we approached the clofe of the third 
important century. Many woes are paft, and one 
yet to come, under the Pagan Roman Emperors^ 
to feparate the chaff from the wheat : and chaff 
in abundance was now found in Grod's threfhing* 
floor. A long fcgne of comparative cafe, and 
profperity — ^tbe unchriilian difputes which pre* 
vailed — ^the growing importance of clerical men— 
as if the Church confided of a peculiar tribe-— the 
.vaft prevaleocc of the profelSon of Chriftianity— » 

S2 tbo 
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the eafier admiiSon than formerly within the pale 
^-4ind the decleniion both in conduct and care^ 
evident in the complaints of the cenfurers of thofe 
times— -for, as Milner obferves^ ambition and 
eovetoufnefs had now pretty generally the afcen^ 
dancy ixl the Cbriftian nominal Church — ^All thele^ 
and many other evidences^ befpoke a very declin* 
ing fiate of fpiritual religion, and demonftrated of 
the many called, then, as now, how few were 
really choleii. When church rulers appear noore 
atoxious to ellabliih their own weight and autho- 
rity, than to promote the power of godlinefs ; and 
exhauft their zeal in frivolous difputes and haughty 
anathemas, inftead of mildnefs, and with compaf* 
fion, bearing the infirmities of the weak, and cha- 
ritably yielding in matters not eilential to falva- 
tion, the Church muit fuffer in its bed intereils. 

But notwithflanding all ofFenccs, Chriflianity 
was now rifing to univerfal empire. The fyfiem, 
both in its principles and pradlice, was fo fuperior 
to paganifm : and after the fchool of Alexandria 
arofc to meet the philofophic fedls, with weapons 
drawn from their own armoury, the folly and 
falfehood of the efiablilhed fuperflitions were com- 
pletely demonftrated, and contempt poured on the 
rabble of pagan deities, the objects of popular de- 
votion. Chriftianity alfo, in the garb of platonifm, 

loft 
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loft many of its moft revolting featiires in the eyes 
of the rationalifts, and they more eafily abandoned 
a religion, which before they did not themfelves 
believe; and gods, whofe conduct mud excite 
horror and difguft, inftead of adoration. Thus, 
without ever tafting the grace of God in truth, 
multitudes even of the wifer heathens and philo- 
ibphers, became converts to the profeffion of 
Chriftianity, and fwelled the number of deferters 
from paganifm. In vain Celfus, Porphyry, Lu- 
cian, whetted their weapons of argument or ridi- 
cule ; the more the matter became the fubjedl of 
examination, the more the Chriilian apologiftt 
triumphed ; and numbers of the learned, and fa- 
perior cafts, as they are efteemed in the world, 
joined the banner of the crofs : but thefe were far 
from the ornaments or living ftones in the fpiritual 
temple. The Church, nominally, was always as 
at prefent, a mixed multitude. Of the wife, the 
mighty, the noble, however numerous the pro* 
fefibrs of Chrift, few were ever found really faith* 
ful. The gate of heaven is too firait, and the road 
too narrow for them to enter. 

Chriftians now were not debarred from honours 
and offices : the Emperor's court was filled with 
them : the army compofed of Chriftian profcflbrs, 
^th officers and foldiers; and many held high 

S 3 civil 
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civil employments. The churches, no longer able 
to contain the crowds of worfhippers, were en^ 
larged and multiplied. The Pagan altars wero 
abandoned to the priefis that attended them ; and 
trembling, cxpedled the ftroke of their final de-^ 
molition. The living few rejoiced to fee the call- 
ing down of fatan's empire in the idolatrous world, 
whilft they lamented the prevailing abominations 
among thofe who bore the Chriftian name ; and 
the pride, worldlinefs, felf^indulgence, contentions, 
careleis walking, and lofs of vital godlinefs, too 
ftron^y marked in the priefthood, as well as peo« 
pic. We fhould greatly err, if we thought the 
former days were better than our own. I believe 
with tome flucStuations, great declenfions and aU 
temate revivals, Chriftianity fubfifts now, as in the 
d^ys of the Apoftles. The glory of the Lord then 
evidently appeared — it fpread to the ends of the 
earth. The truth, as it is in Jefus, hath ever 
fince had its confeflbrs, and often its martyrs i 
but oftener thofe, who had only a name to live 
and are dead. Numbers enlifted in the ranks, 
who never proved themfelves faithful fervants of 
the great Captain of Salvation, by manfully fights 
jng under his banner, againft fin, the world and 
the devil. Then, as now, the many endeavoured 
to reconcile the incompatible fervices of both 
worlds ; and in that cafe it will be no longer 

doubtful 
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doubtful which of the two mailers^ God or Mam« 
mon, will prevail. But there was^ and ever will 
be^ a remnant according to the dedtion of graces 
againll whom the gates of hell^ with all its fury^ 
ihall never prevail ; and whom falf^ fcience and 
philosophy (hall never deceive nor pervert, £rom 
the iimplicity which is in Chrift. 
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SECT. V. 



^O THE ACCESSION OF COFSTAlTTIirE. 



CENT. IV. PART L 



CHAP. I. " 

pioclesian's persecution. 

THE morning of the fourth century opened 
with a gleam of fun-fhine^ and Dioclefian^s 
peaceful protection promifed a continuance of the 
Church's halcyon days. A few drops had fallen in the 
laft years of the preceding century, which threatened 
a ilorm ; but it had blown over. The death of Mar- 
cellus, whether conlidered^ as Gibbon reprefents it, 
a punilhment for an 2l& of military difobedience ; 
or rather, proceeding, as it appears, from his Chrif* 
tian fidelity, in not fubmitting to fome heathen 
lites^ contrary to his confcience, had not been at- 
tended with any general perfecution. It was in 
phe commencement of the fourth century, that the 

volcano 



ioIc8m> which had long emitted only fmoke^ or a 
puffing flame, burft again the mountain with re* 
dooUed Violence^ and the burning laVa fpread de* 
filiation on every fide, 

Alt. 285-~999* The B^oman Empire was new- 
under the dominion of four ; for Dioclelian had 
aflbciated Maximian to (hare with him the cares 
cif government, and by each of thefe a fucceflbr 
bad been chofen ; Galerius by Dioclefian, and 
Conftantius Chlorus by Maximian, Thefe four 
bad divided the empire between them. Dioclefian 
and Galerius occupied the Eafl, and Africa. Maxi* 
mian and Conilantius the Weft. Gaul and Britain 
leU to the care of the latter. Diocleiian himfelf 
had been long indifferent to all religions, though 
fuituraily fuperftitious, and profefling paganifm, 
Maximian was a brute in nature. Chlorus was ^ 
man of candour ; and though no Chriftian, not a 
polytheift. He kept his portion of the empire un-j^ 
diiiurbed. But Gralerius foftered a rooted enmity 
te Cbriftianity, and breathed nothing but fury and 
fl^ughter againfl all the men of that way. It ia 
fuppofed his mother, a bigotted Pagan, and go- 
verned by her priefls, had inftilled into him an in-f 
veterate hatred againft the Chriftian name. Com-r 
ing to pafs the winter with his adopted father at 
Nicomedia, he ufed all his influence with the aged 
Emperor, himfelf a dupe to fkperftitiooi and now 

more 
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more than ever influenced by the F^gan priefis^ te 
extirpate, if poifible, the Cbriftiana root and brmnchf 
and to revive the expiring glory of paganifm : but 
the wife and more er^fly Dtoclefian, leniible of 
the immenfity of thofe who mud be devoted to 
deftrudlion, reludlantly yielded to the meafures ot 
violence, and preferred the more cautious fteps o( 
fupprefling their aflemblics, and intimidating their 
leaders^ 

Galerius hoped, if the W9rk of perfecutioii 
were but once feriouily commenced, the current 
would foon run with violence irrefiftible. He fpent 
the winter at Nicomedia with Diocleiian, in pkn* 
ning the execution of his diabolical defign. The 
great church of Nicomedia was the firft objedt of 
vengeance, as a prelude to the razing all the reft. 
The firft tdi£k enjoined the fuppreiiion of ChriA 
tian wor(hip, and the feizure and delivery of alt 
their iacred books, in order to commit them to the 
flames. Many eluded the edidi, and concealed 
the facred treafures, whilfl: fbme, bifhops and pref^ 
byters, to avoid the threatened ruin, gave up their 
holy Scriptures, and were branded by the zealeufl^ 
as tradiiaresy or traitors. An. 803. 

The church at Nicomedia being levelled to the 
ground, and other facred edifices fharing the fame 

fate, 
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fcte, a fccond edi(9t ifliied, depriving every Chrif- 
tian of all preferment, honour, or dignity in the 
ftate or army. Men might have an appeal to the 
Jaws againft tJmn, whilft they were excluded from 
their proteftion, and cxpofed to every infult with 
impunity. A daring difciple, whofezeal prompted 
bim to pull down the unjuft decree, was feiied and 
burnt alive. 

As the meafures yet adopted were not fully cor- 
rcfpondent to the fanguinary fpirit of Galerius, 
he caufed, as Ladlantius aflerts, the palace of Dio- 
cldian to be fct on fire, and then accufed the 
Cbriftians, as having done it in revenge ; and with 
a malicious defign to deftroy both the Emperors, 
The too credulous Dioclefian became infuriate at 
the accufation, and Nicomedia flowed with the 
blood of martyrs, as incendiaries. Dioclefian's 
vjfe and daughter fufpecfted of favouring Chrifti- 
anity, were compelled to facrificc : the eunuchs 
of his court, and the officers of the army were 
the firft vidlims. The bifhops and principal pref- 
byters were feized, and conveyed to prifon; and 
another edidl compelled them by every torture, to 
facrifice to the gods ; hoping their example would 
cfFc(5lually influence their flocks. Some purchafed 
their lives by bafe compliance ; but many endured 
all the fevcrity of torture, and death itfelf^ rather 

than 
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than deny their Lord : more were buried! alive in 
the mineSj^ to expire in hard labour^ bondage^ and 
poverty. 



♦-♦K 



But the fidelity of the martyrs and confeflbrs 

■ 

being unconquerable, their fufFerings rather con- 
firmed the faithful, and confounded, probably con- 
verted, many of their enemies. A fourth ediA 
therefore came forth at the inftigation of Galeriiis, 
commanding the magiflratcs without diiiiniliop of 
age, fex, or ftation, to torture even to death ; to 
ufe every wile or cruelty to make the Chriilians 
apofiatize^ and to flay the obitinate. Noc could 
any thing Abort of that almighty arm which can 
fupport the feeble, and fubdue the proudeil, have 
.prevented the utter fubverfion of the?*' Chriftian 
Church. 

It would be endlcfs to particularize the fufFer- 
ings of multitudes, recorded by the martj^rologifts, 
who braved every torment, which the moft diaboli* 
cal malice, and infenfate cruelty could invent* 
Humanity recoils at the recital of fuch atrocities^ 
and turns away afflidled from the groans of the 
tortured, and the convulfions of the dying. Pro- 
mifcuous flaughter of all ranks and ages dyed the 
fields with blood — an entire city wfis given up to 
flames and the fword — and where policy fhockcd 
at its own devaftation, wiflied to fpare ufcful fub- 

je6ls. 
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jt9£bs maimed and lacerated^ tbey were condemned 
to flavery; to dig in the mines; or perifh with the 
ieverity of labour. Sacrifice or fufier, was the 
only alternntive. Inftigated by the. orders of the 
inhuman tyrants^ as well as goaded by the prieft* 
hood around diem^ the magiftrates with zeal 
vied" with each other in the execution of every 
brutal edid ; and throughout the Eailern empire, 
aad part of the Weft^ the name of Chrift was 
menaced, to be had no more in remembrance. But 
amidfl a too fearful apoftacy of many, Chriil was 
to otHers dearer than life and all its comforts, and 
chofen as a portion. In the face of death, and all its 
terrors. A noble anny of martyrs peopled the 
maniions of glory provided for them, and from their 
blood fprang up a numerous hoft of confefiibrs, 
ready to (lep into the ranks, under the great Cap- 
tain of Salvation, and dare to die. 

lam furprifed, that with the evidence which 
remains, men of credit, who boail the fincerity of 
biftoric truth, can wifh to fupprefs, or fo unfairly 
mifreprefent, fadls, that meet us throughout the 
vaft extent of all the empire, and prove in the muU 
titude of the fufferers, the conilancy of the faints ; 
but fome men hate the light, and feel an implaca- 
ble enmity againft the crucified Galilean: yet con- 
quer he muil* 



Ak. 
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An. 305. Galerius^ amUtiom ak crutl, kud oom 
pcrk&ed bis fcbeme to fci^e the empire from Ub 
aflbciates. t}iocle(ian, and Maximian^ he ooai- 
pelled to refign their dignity, waiting for the entire 
dominion, on the death of Chlorus, whole iU Aate 
of health ibon promifed his rival thiit gratificatioaL 
Mean time he ailbciated to kimftlf in the cares of 
emprre, Maxknin his iifter^s ion. 

Conihintins Chlorus drawing near bfe ^d in 
Britain, folicited Galerius to iend him his ion Oxk 
fiantine^ who was kept as an hoftage itt conrtL TIb 
requefl was refufed by the crafty Bmperor, and 
Conftantine, feniible of the danger of his fituation, 
determined to attempt his efcape. Accordiilgly 
he feized a moment of opportunity, and to prevent 
purfuit, is faid to have killed all the pod hories on 
his rout. His arrival at York was but jnft ait- 
tiounced, when the dying Conftantius expired^ 
and the army without waiting to confult Galerius^ 
immediately pronounced Conftantine Empeior of 
tht Weft in the room of his father. ITius in the 
tery moment, when the light of Ifrael was threaten- 
ed with extin6lion, had God provided a protedlor 
for his affliifted Church. An. 306. 

« 

Galerius heard with indignation an event (b con- 
trary to his ambitious deiigns, and compelled to 

fupprefi 
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"foppnift &r a while the vengeance he meditated^ 
be itilu6buitly confirmed the purple to Am, whom 
lie hoped foon to firip of this imperial ornament. 

Meantime a Ipirit of divifion was fown among 
the wicked. Gderius and Maxentius, who had 
iucceeded Maximian in Italy, quarrelled. Thus 
weakened, Conftantine firfl attacked . Maxentius, 
defeated him ; and feized Romq, the capital, of the 
worlds 'Whilil Galerius, ftruck by the hand of the 
■gmit.avenger, perilhed by a ling^nng difeafe, tor- 
mentxng as the pangs he had made the Chriilians 
feel,, but dcilitute of their fupports. An. 312. 

GovSTAKTiNB, who, ,with his father, bad ever 
&voured; the Chrifiians, now openly appeared their 
prote<Slor. And 39 Galerius had before his death, 
whether from policy to conciliate the Chriftians to 
his government, or from the horrors of a guilty and 
tormenting confcience, fufpended all the edidls, 
and reftored freedom of worlhip, and repofe to the 
difciples of Jefus, the world at laft faw the arm of 
cruelty broken, and the banners of the crofs eredlcd 
in peace. Maximin, the fucceflbr of Galerius, who 
made a feeble effort to renew the fcenes of blood, 
and with a craft perhaps yet more dangerous than 
violence, fought to deftroy tlie child Jefus and his 
caufe ; himfelf arrelled in his career, foon fell by 

the 
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the fword of bis collegtle^ Licinius. And he ihortly 
afler yielded the purple to the all-conquering genius 
of Conftantine i who thus became the undifturbed 
poffeflbr of the entire Roman empire, both Eaft 
and Weft. So did the Lord, after ages of (harp 
perfbbution, pfeferve his Church and people, amidft* 
the fires that had been kindled around them ; and 
with his own right hand and his mighty arm, got 
to himfelf the victory : and thus doth the God of 
providence and grace ftill dire<Sl and over-rule all 
events ; and the hearts of men ; fo aa ultimately to 
accompiiih his own eternal pUrpofes. Noi^ it it 
\c& a mark of his univerial dominion, that the in<* 
ftruments employed, were often very fiir from 
iharing themfelves the real benefits of that Chrifti« 
anity, which they were the means of eftablifhing« 
An. 313—323. 
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J 

CONStANTIXE* 

GONSTANTINE, the firft Roman Emperor, 
who profcfled Chriftianity, is ufually among 
jiiany other diftinguiflied charaflers, limamed the 
GREAT. A nobler appellation^ would have been the 
'good^ but he merited it not. Human admiration at- 
taches itfelf to outward diftindlions^ and the title 
great ^ as far as my obfervation reaches, ufually marks 
"the ihoft deftru<Siive, the moft tyrannical, and the 
mod murderous of mankind ; and I am forry to lay, 
I can fee no more of trae Chriftianity inConftantine, 
than in Henry the Vlllth : and am as little fatisfied 
cither with the principles or fidelity of his hiftorian 
Eufebius, who blazons his fame with the ftrongcft 
colouring. Whatever obligations the Church has to 
Kiniy as great probably had he to the Chriftians ; 
and policy, as likely as convidlion, diredled his con- 
du6l. I wifh I could fay otherwife ; as it is, I muft 
fpeak the truth as it appears. The caufe of God 
will never fufFer by the unworthinefs pf thofe, who 
have efpoufed it upon principles very different from 
the purity of the GofpeK 

Conflantius, 
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Conftantius, his father, had no doubt communi- 
cated to him his own views. He dcfpifed the gods of 
heathenifm. Difpofcd to tolerate all religions, un- 
der the influence of fceptical principles, he could 
not but obferve the excellence and fidelity of the 
Qhriftian charadler; and therefore, like many 
others, though no Chriflian himfclf, he preferred 
them in his houfehold, court, and ^army ; where 
they enjoyed protedlion, and prayed for the pro- 
fperity. of thieir humane fovereign. The vaft in- 
creafc of Chriftians alfo, could not but make it a 
confiderable objedl among thofe who were ccto* 
tending for empire, to fecure fuch a body in their 
intercft, by toleration, rather * than to exafperatc 
them by perfccution : and to this we fee the mofit 
hiittr and malicious driven, in the lafl decrees of 
•Galerius and Maximin. 

The empire to which Conftantinc was advanced, 
demanded from him, as much as poflible, to 
ftrengthen himfelf, and weaken his ^enemies; and 
therefore his intereft herein concurred with his iri^ 
clinations, to favour the long perfccuted, but wide 
fpreading profeflbrsof the Chriliian name. I can 
fee no evidence that Conftaatinc was at all a Chrif- 
tian, at his acccflion to the empire. It rather ap- 
pears, even after his vidlory over Maxentius, that 
he confidered all religions as alike, and ufeful to 
mankind; and though he tolerated Ghriftianity, 

T 2 and 
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and admitted its public worfhip^ he left all parties 
the fame liberty, and attached himfelf as yet, de- 
cifively to neither. 

I am forry to differ frora-fuch excellence, as I 
refpeiSl in Chriilian biflorians, but I have received 
no conviction from any thing I have yet read, re- 
fpee^ng the miracle of the crofs in the fky, and 
the vifion of Chrift to Conftantine, the fubfequent 
night; any more than of the thundenpg kgion of 
Adrian. I will not fay it was impoflible; nor deny 
that the Lord might manifcft himfelf to him in 
this extraordinary way; but the evidence is far 
from being conclafive, and I can hardly conceive 
a man of his cbaradler would be thus fingularly 
iavoured. That fuch a report might have a great 
effedl upon the Chriftian foldiers in both armies, 
I can well conceive, and tend powerfully to fecure 
,the objedt he had in view. A dream he might have 
had, and have mentioned it: and his banner con- 
duce to the victory which he gained. Had the fadt 
been as reported, ten thoufand witnefles of his 
army would have rendered his own oath to £ufe- 
bius unneceilary. Did Eufebius himfelf doubt ? 
or was fuch a teftimony needful, to eftablilh a 
report, fo well ktiOwn, if founded in truth ? Or did 
Eufebius think itlor the honour of Chriftianity, and 
prefs this as a miracle into the fervice ? Hidorians 
of as good credit aa Eufebius, RufinuSi and Sozo- 

men. 
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men, feem to qucftion the fad, by not reporting 
it. And were it a reality, Conftantine muft have 
been ftill more criminal, to (in againft fuch con- 
vi6lion, and take no decided part with the profeflbrs 
of the religion of Jefus, and not immediately join • 
in their worfhip and aflemblics. Nothing of which 
appears till long after. 

Become the conqueror of Maxcntius, and as it 
Icems chiefly by the fupport of Chriflians; his fa- 
vour to them increafed, in great munificence to 
build them churches, and in abounding liberalitj 
to their poor. Their bifhops were honoured by 
him and carefled ; and their iynods held and fup- 
ported by bis authority. Licinius had takeif a 
contrary party. As his rival Conftantine openly 
protedled and cherifhed the Chriftians ; he perfc- 
cuted and opprefled them. He courted the priefii 
of the antient fuperftition, and endeavoured to 
ftrengthen his authority by the fupport of his pagao 
fubjeds. The matter thus was at iilue; the croii 
prevailed, and paganifm fell with Licinius. 

Having now no longer a competitor, Conffain* 
tine refolved to take the moft decided part with 
the Chriftians. He prohibited the heathep facH- 
fices, and fhut up the temples, or converted them 
to the purpofes of Chriftian wotfhip. He univer- 

T 3 fally 
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fally cftabliflied Chriftianity, and tolerated no other 
^ligion openly throughout the l>ounds of his em- 
pire. The juftice of which I doubt, and even 
the policy. I fee no right to compel even an 
idolater^ contrary to his confcience. 

That Conftantine might be fincere in his pre- 
ference of Ch rift ianity to all 6th er religions, there 
3s little reafon to difpute; nor does it much fignify, 
whether he was fincere or a hypocrite in his pro- 
feflion, if his heart was not right with God, and he 
never walked fleadfaftly in his covenant. That 
fuch was his ftate, appears upon the clearcft and 
njpft dccifive evidence. He waded to empire 
through feas of blood ; his neareft relatives were 
facrificed to his ambition. Nothing in his whole 
life difcovers a trace of real converfion to God ; 
and his latter days were the moft oppreflive and 
tyrannical of his government. The deferring his 
baptifm might be excufed by the fuperftition of 
the times, though that is an awful cxcufe. But 
the whole tenor of his life, except favouring bifhops, 
building churches, enriching them with wealth 
and finery, and other very equivocal marks of 
Chriftianity, difplays no trait of a Chriftian cha- 
nwftcr, or a Chriftian hero. His very choice of 
fuch a man asEufebius, of Cefarea, forhisfpiritual 
dirc6lor, is a mifcrable proof of any Chriftian dif- 

cernnicnt. 
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ccrament, or fcriptural views of Grod our Saviour : 
and bis baptifm^ by fo heterodox a bifhop as that 
of Nicomedia, a few days before his death, leaves 
as dark a cloud upon his latter end^ as on his be- 
ginning. 

The bounties he bcftowed; the zeal he dif- 
played ; his liberal patronage of epifcopal men ; 
the pomp he introduced into worHiip ; and the 
power inverted with general councils ; made the 
Church appear great and fplendid ; but I difcera 
not a trace in Conftantine, of the i-eligion of the 
Son of God. As an outward profeflbr, and for 
an outward Church, no man more open, nwre 
zealous : as a partaker of the grace of God in truth, 
cither in genuine repentance for his crimes, or real 
newnefs of life, I want abundantly better evidence, 
than I can fee in Eufebius ; who like many a court- 
ly biftiop, is very cordially di(pofed to exalt on a 
pcdeftal, the King that patronizes and eacreafes 

their pow^, wealth, and dignity. 

* 

I believe Conftantine chofe to die in the pro- 
fefiion of Chriftianity, as the true religion ; and 
from fomc of its dodlrincs, ill underrtopdf expected 
to be faved at laft by the water of baptifm : to 
which ignorance and fuperftition had ,pow pretty 
_fally annexed the remiflion of fins. As the Popifti 
viaticum at lart clears all fcores, and fends men 

T4 ofF 
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ofTwith extreme un6Hon f^ to St. Peter; but 
every oqe who {las truly learnt Chrift, fees no- 
thing in all this the lead conclufive of a real Chrif* 
tian^ or that Conftantine died other than he had 
lived. It may be admitted, that he was a formal 
rpligioniil, a^nominal believer in revelation ; a zeal* 
ous friend to the Church ; and flattered by Eufe-- 
bivis and his fellows with the hope of heaven^ 
through the water of baptifm : but not a trait ap« 
* pears that his heart was divinely converted, or the 
Spirit of his mind renewed by the power of the 
HolyGhoft, 

« 
I aln as perfnaded that his edablifhment of 
Chriflianity, and of thofe bifliops, whom, particu* 
larly at laft, he moil efpoufed and favoured, con* 
tributed beyond any thing to the awful debafe- 
ment and declenfion of tnie religion : and from 
him and his fon Conftantius, evangelical truth 
fufFered in the fpirit of the Chriftian profeflbrs, as 
much as their perfons had undergone from Diode- 
fian or Galerius. 

To thofe who look to the flourifliing ftate of the 
Church, in exaltation, honour, and general efta-: 
blilhment, Conftantine may appear a Chriftian 
hero ; a great Emperor, a nurfing father : to thofe 
who look to the man, they will fee at beft a very 
dubious charafler^ whofe mqrals were a difgrace 

to 
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to the profeflion of Chriilianity ; and whole priiu 
ciplesy if be eyer \mA an>% were thofe of education i 
und fo far as Eufebius was his fpiritual guides 
grievoufly fufpicioaa, Eveq adrnitting his acknow^ 
ledgempnt of the doftrines and forms of worfhip 
iincere, it is impoflible not to fee, that his choice 
was politically wife, and that the in^ereft of the 
Chriilian party contributed to (eat him on the em- 
pire of the world. I would rather have been the 
meaneil Chriilian in a cottage, th^n Confiantine 



CHAR 



09% jOtf ASTI Aj; HISTORY OF [^PeTt I 



CHAP, ni. 



THE PREVAILING HSEESIBS. 

NOVATIANISM ftill maintained its ground, 
and^ as far as I can fee, with exenxplary 
purity of dodlrinc and condudl. The rifiqg pomp- 
ous Church began to eclipfe all who bafked not in 
the funfhine of imperial favour ; probably thefe 
fell into contempt and oblivion, few, and of no 
reputation ; and riling to no height of epifcopal 
dignity or eminence, they were fufFered quietly to 
walk with God, and to be blefled, unnoticed, and 
unknown. But another fchifm, as more novel, 
excited more attention in the famous church of 
Carthage. On account of the eledlion of a bifhop 
to that fee, a diflatisfa6lion, from whatever caufe, 
prevailed ; and the oppofite party, under the pa- 
tronage of a wealthy lady, named Lucilla, and 
fiipportcd by Donatus, with whom a multitude of 
African bifhops concurred, in a great council dc- 
pofed Caecilian, and placed Majorinus, a friend of 
Ponatus, in the fee of Carthage. Which of the 
contending parties was right or wrpng it would be 
difficult to determine : probably both were equally 

tlameable. 
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blameablc, and were more fwaycd by pride and 
paffion, than by the fpirit of peace and purity^ 
Donatus and his party, however, had no favour \ 
at court, which, in my view of them, does not 
convey any difgrace. The Emperor, on the con- 
teft being brought before him, condemned the 
Donatifts, and confifcated their churches. Had 
the decilion turned againft Cascilian, he would 
have been the diflentcr. However, after various 
a<fts of perfecution and banifhment, the Emperor 
indulged the Donatifts with toleration, of which, 
Mr. Milner fays, they made an unworthy ufe. I 
heiitate always to believe the report of enemies. 
The Donatifts might be wrong, but men, who' to 
follow the di6tetcs of confcience, refufe to travel 
in the road of honour and emoluments, have in 
the fcale of Chriftianity fome prefumptive evidences 
in their favour. An. 314. 

An. 316. Mrletius, an Egyptian bifliop, dc- 
pofed by Peter of Alexandria, formed a feparate 
body of Chriftians, who bore his name ; not ac- 
cufed of having corrupted the Chriftian doftrjne, 
or difcipline ; and only, as it fcems, differing from 
Alexander, the fuccecding patriarch, who was* too 
rigid in the point of heretical baptifin ; in which 
Meletius was in "fentimcnt with the orthodox 
church. Thefe epifcopal fquabbles,/or.fuperioritjr 
l^tid dominion, were equally the difgrace of all 

who 
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who were concerned in them. Can we permit no 
man to differ from us, or chufe his own mode of 
Vfordnpf without excommunications and anathe* 
ma^.? They make the herefies and ^hifm, who 
with weapons/ not of our warfare, thus fight with 
tbeir brethren. The true Church, in^fpirit and in 
life, will often be found, I am perfuaded, among 
the excommunicatedj and thofe branded as fchif^ 
matical. 

An, 320. A fouler plague, and of more fatal 
confequence, by the extent and continuance of 
the contagion, burft forth from Akius, a prefbyter 
of the church of Alexandria. A man of fcience, 
grave deportment, irreproachable manners, and an 
acute difputant. He was of the fcHool of Origen, 
the prolific father of herefy, the offspring of falfo 
philofbphy and human reafonings. The famous 
Eufebius had trod in the fame crooked path, and 
his platonic fyfiem had begun to degrade the Son, 
from co^equalityy whilft he feemed to admit co^ 
etermiy with the Father. Arius advanced with a 
larger flridc, aflerting, that before he was begot* 
ten, he had no extftence ; that he had a hegirming^ 
and was created from mn-exiJUnce. Yet Arius 
ufed fucb ambiguous and high-founding titles of 
veneration, adoration, and deity, as to caft a mill 
cyver the degrading debafement, with which he 
Mfifhed to invelope our great God and Saviour, 

JcCus 



Cent. 4.] THE CHURCH OF CHKIBT4 395 

I 

Jefus Chrift. Proud reaibners from that^ day to 
this, from Origen to Dr. Prieftley, have moved 
downwards throngh all the gradations and (hades 
of difiindtion, between ejfential deity y and the mir$ 
man Chrift Jefus : but the difference is vaftly leiil 
important than it appears. The infinite diflance 
htXwQtTifelf'^exl/ienty and created godhead, renders 
every fubfequent gradation from a nominal god^ 
to no god at ail, inconfiderable. The firft ilep is 
the eflential herefy. Dr. Clarke is as much a 
blafphemcr as Socinus. As none can adequately 
know the things gf God, but the Spirit of God^ 
we difplay as much our pride as our fblly^ when 
we prefume to comprehend fully either the nature 
of Grod, or the mode of his exiflence. The im- 
becillity of the human intellect reaches not thele 
.deep things of God : and whoever, vainly puffed 
up of his flefhiy mind, fuppofes the exertions of 
his natural reafon fully equal to the perfeft com* 
prehenfion of all revealed truth, will ever grope ibr 
the wall as blind : and alienated from the life of 
Grod, the deep corruption, and the defperate wtck« 
ednefs of bis heart, mufl alike prevent him from 
fubmitting to the righteoufnefs of God, for jufii- 
fication to life, deceived by an iniaginary power 
of human ability to walk and to pleafe God. FVom 
all fuch, the great lines of incarnate Deity, bis 
atonement and grace cannot but be Ridden, and 
muft be rejedted as fuperfluous. 

The 
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The opinions of Anus were too congenial with 
tbe pride of human wifdom not to find multitudes 
of defenders. Difputcs enlarged the number among * 
the wife and philofophic ; who, eager to diftinguifli 
Ihcir acutcnefi, by definitions, and by attempts to 
make that clear and confiflent with a fuppofed 
reafbn, which muft be incomprchenfiblc, becaufe 
above it, fpread the Arian herefy, for which the 
]Jatonic philofophy had prepared, and deluged the 
Chriftian world with this fatal error. 

Expelled from the Church, by Peter, bifhopof 
Alexandria ; but reftored by his fucceflbr Achillas, 
Arius fo well flrengthened his party, that Alexan- 
der, the fucceiior of Achillas in that fee, timid, 
candid, or cautious, hardly dared call the matter 
into difeuffion ; till the fpread of thefe heretical 
tjpinions compelled him to fummon a council at 
Alexandria, where Arius was excommunicated 
"with: many of his adherents. But the wifdom of 
maii''relu<5hntly bows down to the revelation of 
God; and all the philofophic fehool of rational 
■Chriftianity efpoufcd the caufe of theHerefiarch, 
and* widened the breach, with the bittemefs and 
contention natural to thofc, who having loft the 
power bfgodlinefs, were ftniggling for fuperiority ; 
and, indeed, in many inftances, it muft be owned, 
the reputed orthodox were as far from the line of 
Chriftian truth and condud, as their Arian op-* 
pdfeft. 
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An. 325. It was thought worthy the great Con* 
ftantine himfelf to prefide in the decifion of this 
controverfy at Nicomedia. All attempts of the 
Emperor to heal the breach had been abortive, and 
applications to Alexander and Arius, by Hofiits tiie 
good bifliop of Corduba, were alike incfffefiua!. 
The general aflcmbly therefore of epiftopac^ mtt 
in all the pomp of magnificence, with the Emperor 
at their head ; and after difputes the mod violent ; 
mutual accufations the moft abufive ; and all the 
weapons of controverfial fophiftry exhaufted ; the 
Arian herefy was condemned ; the creed drawn tip 
by Hofius of Corduba, fince called the Nicene, 
adopted ; and banifhtnent enadted againft all who 
fhould rfefilfc'to fubfcrtbe the decree. ' - ' 

I {hall not enter into particulars, by no. means 
.creditable to councils ; nor enquire into' thc^pto- 
per mode of maintaining orthodoxy : yet I cannot 
but exprefs my wifh, that mc^nefs and forbear* 
ance had prevailed over anathemas ; for/ as to tfic 
fuppreffion of hercfy by theft, experience has fully 

taught hdw impottent is the effort. ^ • 

- • 

• I I « • 

V • 

Akirs was dcpofed, eixcommunicated, and for- 
bidden to enter Alexandria. His partyf *to fave 
their bifhopricks, were all, exfcepttwo, fengagedto 
fubfcribeto what they did n6t beliAve ; and the 
breach^ inftead of bdng healed^ was nJJEide'^der 

than 
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than ever, in the difputes and contentions difleml-^ 
nated by this means over all the Chrifiian world. 
The change €>f a fingle letter o^LoiUfno^j for ofi^aa-ia^ 
left the vanquii^ied party a loop-hole to creep out. 
So every one who fiibfcribed retained his own 
jenie : the condant eSt&: of all forcible fubfcrip- 
tionSy where any thing is to be loll^ or any thiii|^ 
to be got* 

The Nicene canons give us a very mean opU 
nion of fo many grave fathers wifely difputing, 
when Eafter (hould be kept — whether a clergyman 
might imitate Origen^s example and literal fenie 
of Scripture regarding eunuchs-^whetber they 
ought to cohabit with their wives-^whether a hi- 
fhop can quit his church for a richer — how long 
thp lapfed ihould be fufpended-*— and the like im-' 
portant fubjedls. 

A worldly churchy and an outward uniformity, 
being the obje6t purfued by Conftantine, it is no 
marvel, that a perfon a6ling on no fettled principle 
fhould veer about. After the death of his mother 
Helena, his fifler Conftantia gaining great influence 
over him ; Arius and his party, whom (he befriended, 
had their condemnation revcrfed : and though the 
Nicene creed continued unrepealed, Athanafiiis^ 
who had fucceeded Alexander at Alexandria, and 
the prthodox Trinitarians, found the courtly party 

with 
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with the Emperor at their back, flrong enough to 
countera6l all that had been decided, and to turn 
the tables of perfecution on the orthodox. Xhcfe 
rcfolutely perfifted in refufing to receive to their 
communion the men, who afTeiSling to fubicribe 
the articles eftabliihed, continued utterly to rejc<^ 
the Nicenc dodtrine of the Trinity. An. 32(5. . 

It would lead me too far to recount the (land 
made by Athanalius ; and all the wiles and court 
into-eft to ruin his reputation ; find filence his 
oppofition ; but in vain. They could expel him 
from his fee, but he returned triumphant to the 
charge, the unftiaken champion^ for many ycars^ 
of what is yet held as the fcriptural dodlrine of the 
Trinity by the orthodox. 

The grofs frauds, and impofitions attempted, 
and often with fuccefs, againft Athanafius, fhew 
the (hockingly debafed flate of the Chriftian hier- 
archy, to which, under the Emperor, all thefe ac-. 
cufations were referred. The depofition of Atha- 
nafius at the Synod of Tyre, was the triumph of 
Arianifm. Eufebius, Bilhop of Nicomedia, who^ 
Mr. Milner fays, " ftuck at no fraud, and was 
" alhamed of no villainy," had the Emperor's 
ear^i, and Athanalius was baniihed into Germany. 
An. 335. 

Voir. I. V The 



iTie aAivity of Ariue, who now returned in 
'triumph to Alexandria, embroiled Egypt in the 
tnoil: fiAibus contentions ; anc} feart)f confequenccs 
jprobably compelled the Emperor to fummons him 
'to court; where the fame fpirit "produced theiame 
^cfFecfts ; and Conftantinople became the fcene of 
the moft unchriilian contefts. Alexander the bi- 
fhop; refufed to receive Arius into communion^ 
^hough, in compliance with the Emperor's order, . 
h^ had fubfcribed the Nicene creed ; and con- 
"firmed it by an oath, under an evafion, if Sozocnen 
is to be credited, the moft fhocking. Certain it is 
he was not believed by the orthodox. . It is faid, 
that Alexander, bilhop of Conftantinople, ordered 
by the Emperor to receive him to the Lord's table^ 
with fafting and prayer invoked God, either that 
he might himfclf die before the day appointed, if 
Arius was in the right ; or that he would cut off 
Arius, and fave him from what he counted fuch a 
difgrace as communicating with him. On the very 
day of decifion, Arius died in a very extraordinary 
manner. 

How difficultly can I believe a word of thii? 
What ! A man of Alexander's fpirit, faid to be, 
ihe neareji to primitive ChriftiAnity^ (pend a night ia 
fafting and prayer, to know from God, if Arms 
was in the right ? What an idea ! to beg his own 
death in that cafe ? What authority warrants fuch 

a wilh ? 
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a with ? To pray for the death of Anus, if miC- 
taken ? What fort of primitive Chriftianity muft 
this man*8 be ? For his credit and the honour of 
orthodox truth, I demur to the report « 

That the death of Arius, in fuch a cafe, and 
after fuch a night of fading and prayer, muft ap- 
pear fufpicious is no wonder : and I muft believe, 
if the matter be rightly reprefented, it would in- 
jure, much more than fcrve, the caufe of ortho- 
doxy. It gives us on both fides an awful fpedlacle 
of the kind of fpirit which prevailed in the Em- 
peror, his courtiers, the orthodox patriarch, and 
the herftiarch Arius. The Church of Chrift has 
fmall pretenfions to fpirituality amidft fuch com- 
batants. I confefs, I know not where to give cre- 
dit. Deeds are done on both fides fo contrary to 
every principle of love and the fpirit of meeknefs 
and truth, that I ftand like a man in court, be'-, 
tween two witneflfes, fwearing to contradiiftions. 

Never did a more fatial herefy than Arianifm dc- 
folate the Church of Chrift, piore extenfive in its 
fprcad, and more abiding in its continuance ; and 
it is rife to this day. But though I believer man 
cannot be faved in a fundamental error, refpcdling 
the divinity of our Lord, that he fhould be perfe- 
cuted orpuniftied for his opinions, has no Scrip- 

U a ture 
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tufC precedent; lincc miraclesfat'lcaft, and imme- 
diate intimations from God haveceafed. Exclude 
from the fociety of the faithful, thofe who refufe to 
worfliip the fame true God : this is fcriptural. But 
let no bitternefs, nor wrath, nor anger, nor malice, 
diflionour the difcipline ; much lefs any injury to 
the perfon, fame, or circumftances of the hereti- 
cal, gratify human paffions. The judgment of the 
Church is monitory, there is one who will pro- 
nounce the final fcntence. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 



THE CHURCH, ITS GOVERNMENT, RULERS, RITES 

AND CEREMONIES. 

THE Church, now in the efteem of fbme, was 
exalted to thehigheft pinnacle of profperity, 
invefted with vaft authority'; and the epifcopal. or- 
der collected in fynods, and qounoils, with almoft 
fovereign dominion. The churches vied in mag*- 
nificence with palaces ; and the robes, and pomp 
of fervice, imitating imperial fplendor, cclipfed 
*paganifm itfelf, with mitres, tiaras, tapers, croliers, 
and proceffions. If outward appearances could forn^ 
a glorious Church, here fhe could prefent herfelf ? 
but thefe meretricious ornaments concealed* beneath 
them, all the fpirit of the world ; pride, luxur}% 
covetoufnefs, contention, malignity, and every evil 
word and work. Hereiy and fcbifm abounded, 
and wickednefs x)f every kind, like a flood, deluged 
the Chriftian world : whilfl the heads of the Church 
more engaged in controverfy, and a thoufand times 
more jealous aboiit fecuring and encreafing their 
own wealth and pre-eminence, than prefentinsf 
examples of humility, patience, deadnefs t6 the 
vorld, and heavenly mihdednefs^ wcre^ like gladia-^ 

U.3 tors. 
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tors armed in all their councils, and affe<^ed im- 
perial power and pomp in the greater diocefes. 

By degrees the people became degraded into 
annihilation ; their voice neither afked, nor their 
conient deemed any longer neceflary; even the 
prefbyters bowed to fovereign epifcopal fway, and 
miniflenal court appointments. The prelatical 
government became modelled aftpr the imperial^ 

^ into great prefc<Slures : o<J which, Rome, Alexan- 
dria^ ^Antioch, and Conftantinople, claimed fupe^ 
riority ; whilft a fort of feudality was eftablilhed, 
defcending from patriarchs, to metropolitans, arch- 
bifhops, bifliops, fome with greater, and others 
with lefs extenfive fpheres of dominion. Thus each 
was feen grafping at more than belonged to them ; 
contentious to enlarge their own rcfpc6tive privi- 
leges and immunities ; yet, cordially confpiring to 
ere6l the moft defpotic pretenfions of epifcopal au- 
thority over all the Chriftian world befidc, and 
afluming to themfelves all church powers, as they 
claimed all its emoluments ; and to become lords 

. of the inheritance, inftead of examples to the flock. 

Among thefe the Bijhop of Rome held a moft 
difti-nguiflied place. Conftantinople, however, be- 
gan to eclipfe the ancient fpat of empire ; and her 
biftiop to claim dL/upremacy ; always difputed, and 
terminating: at laft in the fchifm of the Greek and 

Latin 
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Latin Churchy. General opinion Teems to have 
been in favour of the ancient capital. The fplendpi^ 
of her biftiop ; his fumptuous manner of living, 
riches, revenues, pomp of worihip; ahd a multitude 
of clerical offices, attradled efi)ecial notice. Hence 
the elevation to that fee became a principal obje6l 
of faccrdotal ambition ; and occaiioned contefti 
and tumults, as dreadful to the public peace, dfi 
contrary to every idea of Chriftian charity and hu- 
mility. Yet though clainxing (bme privijegcs above 
his fellows, the Bifhop of Romp had as yet pre- 
tended to no direA dominion over bis brethren, 
who were fuppofed to hold JJy^ the fame divine right 
as himfelf ; and though often appealed to, as um- 
pires in difputes, the Roman prelates were not at 
all exalted into authoritative rule over their fellows. 
This abufe like all others grew up by degrees ; 
and chiefly by a fuccelfion of crafty, ambitious, an4 
intriguing pontiffs embracing, in a fydem of uni* 
form policy, every occafion to aggrandize thcmr 
felves, and exalt the power of their fee. This they 
fuccefsfully pradlifed, till, as we (hall fee, they 
trampled at lalt upon the proftrate world. It is 
grievous to recount the hiftory of a Church, called 
Chriftian, where all the prominent features fpeak 
nothing, but the pride, ambition, and abominations 
of its mofl diftinguifhed rolers. A gracious maa 
knows how to feparatc the pfecious from the vile, 
^nd can diicerq an[)j4(l ^11 abuies k glorious CbuFch^ 

V 4 not 
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V "idot having, fpot or blemifli or any fuch thing ; not 
indeed in thefe difgraces to the Chriftian name, 
but in the hidden, fecret, faithful few ; who entered 
-into none of thefe depths of fatan ; lived in humi- 

. lity, zeal, heavenly nnindednefs and'fidelity ; loved 
the Lord Jefus Chrift out of a pure heart fervently, 
and walked in all the ordinances of the Lord blame- 
lefs. 

As theoretical opinions drawn from the platonic 
School afforded fuch anoble field for polemic fkill,in 
all the various explanations, definitions, and learned 
efforts to convey preoife ideas, in fubjc6ls incom- 
prc^enfiblc, and above-thc grafp of the human in- 
•tellecSt ; fb had the fame philofbphy introduced the 
prepofterous notion of a purificatory proccfs topafs 
on departed fpirits — the tranfcendcnt excellence of 
abftra6lednefs of mind — the honour of folitudc and 
celibacy; as lefs cxpofing to demoniacal impreflions 
and pofleffions — and the charms and fpells to avert 
their influence and malignity. The martyrs had 
alfo rifen into wonderful and criminal veneration. 
Their relics, tombs, were fuppofed to poflefs fingu- 
lar fandlity, and to afford prote6tion from thefe 
wicked fpirits. A defire to render Chriftianity 
more palatable, led to the adoption of the cere- 
monies of paganifm, only altering their obje<fts ; 
and putting faints and martyrs in the room of the 
deities that were exploded. Thus as we have fecn 

in 
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in the decrees of Gregory Thaumaturgus, the 
feftivals of thefe confeflbrs indulged the Gentile 
converts in all the fports, amufements, and bac- 
chanalian enjoyments, which had been the great 
delight of the heathen temples. Vifitation of the 
tombs led to diftant pilgrimages, where men more 
famous had lived and died; efpeeially to Jeruialem, 
where Chrift and his Apoftles had refided, and 
chiefly expired. And as the difficulties and the 
diftance encrcafcd the meritorioufnefs of the a6l, 
thefe kind of penances became fafhionable, and 
highly fpoken of. The very dull from the tombs 
was brought home as precious : and a tooth, or a 
bone, efleemed an invaluable acquifition. With 
fuch fooleries could the Chriftian world be amufcd, 
deceived, and enflaved ; laid open to all the juggles 
of an interefted pricfthood, and a veneration incul* 
catcd for things and pcrfons, that produced an ac- 
cumulated load of fupcrftitions, ceremonies, and 
obfervances, fupcrfeding the whole of evangelical 
and vital religion. All the artifices of heathen 
priefts were coarfely imitated by their Chriftian 
fucccflbrs. . Prodigies, miracles, vifions, conflifls 
with the devil were pretended, to give fanility to 
places and pcrfons, in order to multiply objedls of 
devotion ; encourage pilgrimages ; encreafe a vene^ 
ration for the office, and to fill the pocJ^ts of tjic 
clergy. Such wa^ the general body of the Church 
in thefe laft golden days of Conftantinc. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 



OP THE TRUE CHURCH, 



IN th^ midft of all thefe conflids, dilputes, and 
follies, Chriftianity extended its pale in the 
Eaft, and to the North. Perfia was full of pro- 
fefling Chriftians, perfecuted by Sapor, and fup- 
ported by Conftantine, who obtained peace for 
them. But the outward diffufion of the knowledge 
of Chriftianity, muft be ever dillinguiihed from the 
poflefiion of the truth in the love of it, and the 
gift of the Holy Ghoft to thofe, who are chofca 
from the beginning to falvation through fandlifica- 
lion of the Spirit unto obedience, and fprinkling of 
the blood of Jefus Chrift. Thefe, as they will al- 
ways be, the few, the poor, the defpiied, the foolilh 
things of this world, fland forward with no promi- 

s nence of human obfervation, and therefore afford 
no particular grounds for notice, from thofe by 
whom the records of hiftory have been handed 
down to us. They were too limple to enter into 

. all the learned difputcs and (definitions, «nd were 
content to worfhip God the Son, as the excellent 

* before them had done, as the true God ; and to 
acknowledge a triune Jehovah without attempting 
to comprehend the mode of his exiftence ; fetisfied 

with 
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with the heartfelt knowledge and experience of the 
grac^ of the Lord Jeius Chrift and thp love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Ghoft. Though 
probably not altogether free from a tindlurp of the 
prevailing fuperftitions, attention to the revealed 
word prefcrvcd them in the exercife of faith which 
worketh by love, and ftill ready to die for their 
Jjovd if duty called.' Nor do I doubt, but among 
the bifhops thcmfelves there were blcfled men, of 
true faith and primitive manners, fuch as Hoiius, 
6fCorduba, and Paphnutius, and many others in 
the eftabliflied Church, as well as among the No* 
vatian, Donatift and Melclian prelates. Men un* 
infedled with courtly ambition and worldly objedls, 
and feeking in fimplicity the fheep of Chrift feat- 
tercd through this prefcnt evil world : a holy feed 
according to the cledlion of grace. In thcfe I con* 
fider the true Church as fubfifting, the living 
members of Chrift's myftical body ; baptifed into 
Chrift, and having put on Chrift. ,Exa6lly as at . 
prefent, they are feparatc and diftin<5l from their 
fellows whilft dwelling among them, and though 
outwardly fharing in the fame worftiip and ordi- 
nances, men cflentially of a different fpirit, full of 
faith and of the Holy Ghoft, and adorning the doc- 
trine of God our Saviour in all things. Such the 
philofopher Ammianus defcrlbcs them in a thread * 
bare coat, and contrafts them with the pride, pomp, 
4iiid pageantry of their brethren. 

SECT. 
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SECT. VI. 

FROM CONSTANTIUS TO THE ESTABLISH* 
MENT OF UNIFORMITY BY THEODOSIUS. 



PART II. 



CENT. IV., TO THE END. 



CHAP. I. 



THB SUCCESSORS OF CONSTANTINE TO THEODOSIUS* 

THE feat of empire having been now removed 
to Conftantinoplcy the rifing glories of the 
tiew metropolis, began .to eclipfe the fplendor^ 
diminifh the influence^ and difpute the fuperiority 
of the ancient capital. The refid^nce of the Em- 
peror, and the prefence of the Conftantinopolitaa 
patriarch at his court, gave him a weight and dig- 
nity, which threatened to overwhelm his competi- 
tor at Rome, and to fecure to him, imperial pre- 
latical fupremacy. Yet this was held under the 
Emperor; who now, in all caufes as well ecclefiafli- 

cal 
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cal as civil^ (xercifed undifputed dominion : and 
ke clothed with the weight of his authority the 
councils, which by his edidls were aflembled. In 
tbeie the Bifhop of Kprne as; yet^ had eflablifhed 
neither right of prefidence or controul. 

Ant. 337 — 340, On the death of Conftantine, 
his three fons divided the empire. Constaktinb 
the lid. had Britain, Gaul, and Spain : Constans, 
Illyricum, Africa and Italy ; while Constantius 
poflefled the Ekft with the new metropolis, the feat 
of his father's eredlion. Ambitious difcord be- 
tween tbe two firft foon enaed in the death of the 
elder, and the annexing his dominions to thofe of 
Conftans. Nor did Condans himfelf long enjoy 
the fruits of his fratricide, being flainby the fword 
of Magnentius, who afpired to empire, and con- 
tended Avith Conftantius for univerfal dominion. 
But failing in the contcfts in rage and defpair, he 
laid violent hands on himfelf, and left the world 
again fubjecft to the fou, as it had been to the 
father. 

An. 350, Conftantius feems to have embraced his 
•father's religion ; brought up probably onder the 
-fame tuition, and feeling the fatal influence of the 
two Arian Eufebiufes,and his fifterConftantia. The 
coiirt was Arian ; and therefore this became the 
faftiionable religion. The party now uppermoft 

failed 
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failed not to improve the opportunity of opprefling 
the orthodox, urging the perverted Emperor to 
a(5ls of violence again ft the patrons of the Nicene 
creed y who were reiblutc in rejedling communioa 
with Arius and his efpoufers. Council upon coun«* 
cil, and fynod upon fynod were held : fuch having 
become the important cares of empire. In thefe 
aflemblics, the Arians, fupported by the Emperor^ 
ufually were fuperior, and caufed the moft vigorous 
of their opponents to be brow-beaten jOpprcflcd and 
depofed by the abufed power of imperial authority. 
The- old and orthodox patriarch of Conftahtinoplq^ 
recommended a fiicceflbr, who was chofen by the 
people and the prefbyters to fill the fee ; but being 
known to be in the oppofition to the Arian and 
<;ourtly party, Conftantius by his own authority 
ordered his depofition, and placed Euiebius of Ni- 
comedia, the zealous friend of Arius, in the fee, 
afliiming the appointment of all the fuperior of- 
ficers in the Church. 

^ It was impoffible, but thcfe proceedings (hould 
excite the moft violent fenfations in the Cbriftian 
worlds and roufe all the zeal of polemics in de- 
fence of the true and eftabliftied dodlrine. The 
deity of God our Saviour w;is not an article of faith, 
that would admit of compromife. Many thought 
in that day, as we do, that all the falvation of fin^ 
ners depended on the faith in this eflential truth : 
I and 
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and therefore contended for it ftoutly ; I acknowr- 
ledge, often too violently, and to the difhonour oT 
the caufe, which they efpoufed. Yet, on the other 
fide the Arian weapons of warfare appear A ill more 
carnal in ambiguity, deceit, iqtrigue^ mean court'*' 
ingof the great, and the ftrong arm of vengeance 
•€n their adverfaries : from which laft charge aUb the 
orthodox when in power, cannot be exculpated. TThe 
truth as it is Jefus, receives no more impeachment 
^m thie unchriftian condudl of its profeflbrs, than 
from the bitternefs of its oppofers. The fun is not 
contaminated by the dunghill on which it (hines. 

A proteft of an hundred bifhops aflembled under 
the famed Athanafius, againft the depofition of 
Paul, and the election of Eufebius, produced only 
the Emperor's wrath, another fynod, and his own 
depofition. To accomplifh this an anned force was 
neceflary, the influence of Athanafius in Alexan- 
dria and Egypt being fo great. After a violent 
flruggle, and many ads of cruelty, Athanafius, 
juftly apprehcnfive for his life, fled to Rome; as yet 
the uncorrupted feat of orthodoxy. 

• 

I revere and honour Athanafius, hnt I hear his 
reprefentatioos of his enemies with the fufpicion, 
that a knowledge of my own heart compels ihe to 
exercife. That great violences might be com- 
mitted by the new patriarch Gregor;^, and his ini- 
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jperial fupportcr, the prefedl of Egypt, Philagrius, I 
will not difpute : but that no provocations were 
given ; no tamtilts made ; no abufc uttered ; Or 
contempt fhown to eftablifhed authority; I dat^ 
neither fay nor fuppofe. I rather imagine both 
(ides wcrd wr6ng, though I bcli^ve^ not equally 
wrong. 

Under the wing of Julius, Birtiop of Rome, and 
the protedlion of Conftans, Emperor of the Weft^ 
\vhofe throrie Magnentius had not yet overturned, 
and who profefled adherence to the Nicenc creed, 
Athanafius refted for a while in exile, and juftified 
himfelf in a council held at Ronie, from the ac* 
. ScUfations of all bis enemies. 

An. 347. The two Emperors now agreed 6n a 
general council at Sardica, but inftead of healing 
the divifidris, the fame afperity, the fame animofity 
widened the breach, arid the combatants parted 
more irreconcile^ble than ever. Indeed it is hard- 
ly poffible it fliould be otherwife. The matter ia 
tiifpute was incapable of compromife. Athanafius 
however obtained a vindication and acquittal from 
bU the charges laid againft him. A few trifling 
canons mark the fpirit of the times. The forbid- 
ding the tranflation of bilhops — their journeys to 
court — or abiding in another bifhop's dioccfe to 

Vol. I. . X fupplant 
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fupplant threm — ^and enjoining refidence in their 
own. I fmile at the refemblance of ancient and* 
modern epifcopacy. 

The Eaftern Church feepis generally infe6lcd 
with Arianifm, and fupported that caufc with vi- 
gour, and excommunications of the orthodox: who 
were little behind them in anathemas. Meantime 
the afFe(5lions of the Alexandrians to their exiled 
patriarch compelled Conftantius to invite his tP- 
turn on the vacancy of the fee by the death of 
Gregory. Athanafius met Conftantius in his way 
at Antioch, and was gracioufly received. Eufta- 
thius who had been dcpofed from that fee^ had tljere: 
formed a congregation of thofe who adhered to 
him, and the Niccne faith. Flavian had fucceeded 
him in his meeting-houfc. He firfl: made ufe 
of the celebrated doxology, afterwards generally 
adopted by the orthodox. With him Athanafius 
united; attended his conventicle, and joined with 
him ia communion, rcfufing all Chriftian fcUow- 
fhip with Leontius, the Bi(hop of Antioch, as a re- 
puted Ariah. When bifhops forfake the confeflion 
of the true faith, and prefume the Church muft be 
with its dignities and emoluments, we muft foi-fake 
them, and not be the dupes of names. The true 
Church is only with thofe who own, worftiip, and 
love the triune God. Thus did Athanafius. The 

patriarch 
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patriarch of Alexandria, the ornament of his day, 
preferred the conventicle of Flavian, to the cathe- 
dral of Deoritius. Let the bigots to church-walls 
i-emerrtbcr this. An. 349. 

PreflTed by the JEmperor to leave the Arians in 
^fleflion of a Church at Alexandria, he confeilted> 
bn condition; that a fimilar indulgence were grant- 
ed to the Euftathiarts at Antioch : another beauti- 
ful manifeftation of his candor and difpofition to 
theChriftian (yftenrf, of mutual toleration. Athana*- 
fius was firni in the truth, and could nc5t yield a 
tittle in point of do<ftrine, but he wds tio fuch 
bigot a6 he is reprefentcd, or uncharitable. The 
truths of GrCd will not bear accommodation to 3 
fancied candor or charitablenefs of judgment. I 
may poflefs the kindcft fpirit, and pradtice the 
fulled cxercife of toleration arid forbearance, and 
yet decifivcly declare that except a man believe the 
Catholic faith he cannot be faved. In my view, 
the damnatory claufes of* the creed, whieh bears; 
his nanie, breathe the nobleft exercife of true 
Chriftian charity. 

The return of Athanafius to his Church, was a 
clay of triumph to the orthodox : though I am 
afhamed to record the manner in which fome ex- 
preflfed their joy, by devoting therafelvjes to a mo- 

X i naftic 
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naflic life ; an evil that row began to fprcad with 
rapid ftrides, and was countenanced by thofe who 
little apprehended the abufes which would grow 
out of it. 

An. 3 5 1 — 3 55. The power of Conftantius be- 
coming univerfal,by his folc pofleflion of the em- 
pire, his Arian advifers renewed their efforts with 
fuccefs to humble their enemies, and to fpread 
their tenets unoppofed, under imperial patronage- 
Paul of Conftantinople, firft banifhcd, and then 
Urangled, is faid to have made way for the fucccf- 
fion of Macedonius, with much violence and blood- 
fhed. And Athanalius, the great butt of Arian en- 
mity, as its moft formidable antagonift, did not lit 
long on his feat undifturbed. The Arian party, 
with the Emperor at its head, fummoned a council 
at Milan, where, though all the menaces of the 
Emperor, and the clamours of his bifhops could 
not procure the revocation of the Nicenc, and the 
fubfcription to his Arian creed, the condemnation 
of Athanafius, with fome oppofition, was confented 
to, and fubfcribed by the council with very few 
exceptions. On thefe diflcntcrs, the enraged Em- 
pcror, inftigated by his Arian fcd6ccrs, particularly 
the eunuch Eufebius, rcfolvcd to wreak his venge- 
ance. Lucifer of Cagliari, Eufebius of Vcrcella?, 
Dionyfius of Cappadocia, were baniflied : Maxi- 

mus 
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mus of Naples was tortured, and died in exile ; 
and Liberius of Rome, for his faithful boldnefs, 
banifhcd into Thrace. Hofius, the reverend and 
aged bifhop of Corduba, who had been a confeflbr 
under Dioclcfian, and for many years the zeaious 
defender of the truth by his labours and pen, as 
he was the ornament of it by a holy converdition, 
remained an objcdl of hatred. He difdained to 
tpmporife, and wrote a faithful teftimony . for ihj 
truth and Athanafius to*the Emperor; warning 
him of the great day of account : for which acSl of 
fidelity, he was confined atSirmium a whole y6ar, 
notwithftanding his great age and infirmities. On 
pain of banilTiment every bifliop muft condemn 
Athanafius, and communicate with Arians. This 
order, the zealous heretics, its executioners, Urfa- 
tips and Valens, took care to enforce in the mod 
rigid manner ; and filled the place of the exiled 
with abettors of the Arian caufe. So that the 
Chriftian world now trembled before the fword of 
herely, as fearfully as it had done before the malice 
of paganifm. 

Athanafius, though fupported by his brethren of 
Alexandria, was compelled to yield to the ftorm ; 
and it was providential for him he had not been 
murdered, when feized in the church, during the 
celebration of the divine fervice, he was with dif- 

X 3 ficulty 
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ficulty conveyed away to a place of fafety by the; 
zcjal o£ his clergy. The Monks of the defcrt con-; 
cealed him, whilft the unworthy George of Cappa-^ 
docia intruded into his fee, and like another Laud, 
remorfelefs, perfecuted all who differed from him, 

• 

and drove the beft of men from their churches. 
An. 356. 

^ Sufferings united the faithful ; and what the. 
fpirit of charity and love^ught long fince to hav^ 
done, pcrfecution effected. The orthodox of Con- 
ftantinoplc and the Novatians now cordially join- 
ed in communion, and were elcpofed to the fame 
enmity by the Arians, for the one truth which they 
embraced. Agelius, the Novatian bifliop, was ex- 
pelled from his church, as well as Paul the catho- 
lic patriarch ; and rather than communicate with 
Arians, refolved to fubmit to every fufFering. Nor 
could they be moved by the demolition of their 
churches, polled down by the Enipcror's order. 
The flones may be removed, but the truth of the 
divinity of God our Saviour defies all the impotent 
efforts of its enemies. 

An. 357. Liberius tired of exile, at laft weakly, 
as wickedly fubfcribed the Arian creed, and the 
condemnation of Athanafius. Infallibility was not 
yet claimed by the ^oman PortifF: bcfides, the 

blflioprick 
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tifhoprick of Rome was a very good things and 
.people muft not be too fcrupulou§. Let no bifhop 
haftily condemn him. Even pld Hofius of Cor- 
/duba fubfcribcd at lad, in order to obtain his li- 
berty, a creed, ambiguous indeed ; but the con- 
demnation of Athanafius could not be exto'rted 
ifrom him. ^ 

Council upon cowncil, at Rimini and Ravenna, 
x\o\\ confirmed the courtly religion. Arian fub- 
fcriptions, generally adopted, flievvcd the iftfamous 
worldly-mindednefs, and the hypQcrify of the pre- 
latical tribe of that day. When a bifhoprie, and 
the true and proper deity of the Son of God, were 
put in competition, we can hardly doubt ^hich 
will carry it in the he^rt and choice of every 
M^orldling. 

Athanafius^ from his defcrt concealment, ifSied 
forth his defences of himfelf, and of his dodlrine ; 
to the former many obje6lions may be taken ; to 
jthe latter none can be juftly formed, by thbfe who 
liold the Catholic doctrine of the Trinity. I men- 
tion one beautiful paragraph only, it is concife and 
conclufive. " The Father cannot be the Son, nor 
the Soi) the Father ; and tbc IJbly Gholl ig 
never called by the name of the Son, but is call- 
^^ ed the Spirit of the Father and of the Son. The 
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" \\o\y Trinity is but one divine nature, and one 
*' God, vyith which nothing created can be joined. 
" This is fufficient for the faithful ; human know- 
" ledge goes no farther. . The cherubims veil the 
** reft with their wino^s." 

An. 361. In the midft of thefe contentions the; 
Emperor clofed his life pf tumult, and councils; 
hi^ying juft depofed Miletius, and conferred the^ 
fee of Antioch on Euzoius, the pillar of the Arian 
herefy ; from whofe hands, (hprtly before his death, 
he received baptifm : deluded with the >yretched 
i^ea then comppnly entertained, that thereby all 
fins were cancelled, and a ready paflport gained to 
Hcavcjn. Such opinions, and fuch bifliops, muft 
give us the moft humiliating idea of the degraded 
ftateof the Chriftian Church, in every thing which 

conftitutcs the vitals of Ghriflianity. 

> . . ■ . ■ . • -. ■• -^ . 

Julian, his fucpeflbr, l^ad efpaped the maflacrc 
of his relations. Conftantius, on his acceflion to 
empire, had murdered the two brothers of the late 
Emperor, Conftarrtius Dalmatius, and , Julius Con-- 
ftantius, with their children, who had been put ir^ 
pollcffion of Thrace, Maccdon and Achaia, which 
he feized. Two infant fons of Julius Conftantius 
alone were fpared, too young to excite thp appre.-i 
henfions of the jealous and bloody Emperor. Thcfc 
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he educated privately among the clergy, ^nd they 
were mnde readers in the Church. By the death 
of Gallus, Julian remained the only furviving 
branch of the imperial family of Conftantine. He 
had been font to command in Gaul, and was en- 
gaged in a dangerous, but fucccfsful warfare againft 
the Germans, thofc ever drcadpd enemies of the 
Roman empire. On a dccifive vidory, his army 
by acclamation falutcd him with the title of Au- 
guftus, in oppofition to all his earncft and rcite- 
rated remonfirances, againft accepting this high 
and dangerous eminence. The jcaloufy and rage 
of Conftantjus inftantly awpke. He was on his 
march to punifh this prefumption, when arretted 
by death he expired at Mopfucrene in Cilicia, and 
left the vacant throne to his living rival. 

JuLiAx, branded by tiftorians as the apoftate^ 
hardly dcfcrved that name : nor pofiefled much 
lefs of true Chriftianity than his uncle or 6oufin, 
whom in the cxamplarinefs of his moral oondufl:, 
he feems to have greatly exceeded. 

The Chriftianity he had been taught, fcarcely 
merited the title. He beheld with horror bis cou- 
fin*s hands defiled with the blood of his neareft 
relations ; he faw all the religion of the court, con- 
^fting in the ambition and intrigues of f)xophant 
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bifhops : and he was too far removed from the 
poor, and lowly Ghriftia'ns, to have ever dilcovercd 
the evidence of its divine power ; whilft he was 
tired out, and difgufted with the bitter quarrels 
and' contentions about abftrufe opinions; which 
thofe who v/ere naoft violent, probably lead undcr- 
tftood. His philofophic friends whom he ca- 
relied, ufed all their arts to deceive and influence 
him ; flrengthencd his jobjcctions ; and turned his* 
hatred for the ill-ufnge of his family by profefling 
Chrlftians, againfl: C)iriflianitj itfclf ; the truths of 
which he had never truly known or embraced, 
and therefore the profeflion of it he eafily re- 
. nounced. From hisi earlieft yoiith initiated in clalRc 
literature, his proficiency was confidcrable, as hi$ 
labours were indefatigable. He produced feveral 
literary works, in which he difplaycd much vanity 
of fcicnce, but few traits of a deep and mature4 
iinderftanding. Seduced by the flatteries of the 
pagan fophifts, he became thG dupe of the moli 
abjedt fupcrflitions ; and he betrayed as grofs an 
ignorance of true philofophy, as of religion, by his 
implicit belief, as well as by his diligent itucly, of 
all the abfurdities of magic. His writings afford 
a ftrange mixture of genius and folly, of wit and 
weaknefs, of candour and duplicity. Yet his vir- 
tues deferve an honourable mbntion. He was as 
brave in the field, as diligent iu th<'. fludy ; moll 

cxcmplarily 
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iBxemplarily temperate, and fober ; difdaining th« 
indulgences of the animal man, and eager to ac-: 
quire the title of philofopher : and what above all 
d'efcrves a tribute of praife, in all hia enmity and 
pppofition to Chriftianity, he indulged nothing of 
that cruelty, wliich had fo often marked his pagan 
predecellbrs. With fovereign power he maintained 
univerfal toleration. He favoured, indeed, the fu- 
perftitions, which he himfelf pradifed ; but he 
compelled no man, .by any pains and penalties to 
conform to them. He condcfccnded, as an author, 
fairly to enter the lifts with argument and ridicule, 
as more potent adverfaries had done before ; and 
if accufed of attempting to undermine the Church, 
encouraging fe6taTies and fchifmatics ; and (hut- 
ting up the fchools of philofophy from the Chrif^ 
tians : I fee nothing in all this inconfifient with 
the chara<^er of a perfc6lly honeft, but miftaken 
man ; and only admire, that with the force of the 
empire at his beck, he fhould refrain from ufing 
weapons too congenial with the fallen fpirit. • Hij 
tolerant indulgence of all fedlaries is but the duty 
of every governor, whatever his religion be ; and 
the policy of it, as well as juftice, deferves to be 
imitated . He did not much harm to true Chrif- 
^ianity, by fhutting up the philofophic fchools ; 
^hilft he left to every man the free perufal of the 
word of God : and how he undermined Chriftia- 

nity. 



3lO IMPARTIAL HISTORY OP [PCF. 1, 

pity, more than every rational phllofbphic Chris- 
tian has done lince, I fee not. I admire his can- 
dour, his lenity, his tolerance: I pity his misfortune 
in being expofed to fuch advifers, and being defti- 
tute of uuderftanding, as of grace, in adopting 
fuch fenfelcfs fuperftitions. Chrlftians have abufed 
Jiim with an afperity, and infidcJs vaunted his ex- 
pellences with an exaggeration, of which he was 
equally undcferving. 

His favour to the Jews, in permitting them to 
rebuiJd their dcfolate temple, fecms perfectly con- 
fident with the gencHil toleration he had granted ; 
and might or might not be dciigned with particu- 
lar enmity to the Chriftian faith : whether this was 
interrupted by balls of fire, or the death of the 
Emperor, feems not to weigh a hair in the fcale 
of Chriftianity. I confefs myfclf more inclined to 
accede to the reprcfctitation of Bafnnge, than of 
Warburtoii ; and fear greatly, that if Julian was 
not quite as good a Chrifiian, as the bifliop, he 
was probably a better mnn ; fully pcrfuaded, had 
their fituations been rcvcrfcd, the bifhop would 
have preferred perfccution to tolerance. 

An. 363. His death however put a period to 
all his purpofcs. After a fliort reign of twenty 
months, he fell in the flower of his «ge, in an ex- 
pedition 
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pedition againft the Perfian monarch, by the lance 
of a common foldier. So that from him Chriftia- 
nity could have received no material injury : and 
I am perfuaded, however malignant his intentions 
might be, the fnie Church enjoyed under him', 
all that real Chriflians need defirc, tolerance and 
peace. 

An. 363. Jovian, during his fliort reign, ap-' 
proved himfelf a cordial friend to the Church of 
Chrift ; and though blamed for his political con- 
duct, appears an eminent inflance of true wifdomi 
and piety ; maintaining general toleration even to 
pagans, whilft he promoted the faith which he 
himfelf embraced with his countenance and fup- 
port, without violence or porfccution of thofe who 
differed from him. Under him Athanafius, drawn 
from his concealment, returned to govern till the 
Emperor's death, the church of Alexandria, and to 
enjoy a (hort-lived gleam of profperity, which he 
had fcldom known. 

An. 364. Valentinian and Valens, fucceeding 
to the empire, though brothers, took different lines 
of condudl. Valentinian protedled, like Jovian, the 
orthodox ; whilft Valens, deeply rooted in the 
Arian herefy, renewed in the Eaft, bis portion of 
empire,^ the perfccution Jgainft the Niccne abet- 

tori^ : 
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iors ; expelled them from ^he feat of prelacy, and 
placed the churches under the care of thoTe of hi^ 
own faith. The Novatians (hared iri this banifti- 
ment with the Catholic Church : their biihop*s 
eminent piety and excellence (lands on record ; 
and when, through favour, they were indulged 
With reftoration to their places of worfliip, they 
kindly embraced in communion, and affeftiqn- 
ately treated their pcrfeciited brethren of the ge- 
neral Church. How much more noble a fpirit 
does this exhibit, than all the narrow bitternelS of 
bigotry ? 

An. 371. Athanafius fuffered another banilh- 
inent through Arian malice ; but was again re- 
called to his fee, notwithflanding all the intrigued 
ofhis enemies, and pennitted there to die in peace; 
the brighteft ornament among the eminent of his 
day. That he was not exempt from many things 
highly blameable, is certain : yet, if we dare not 
palliate his faults, candour forbids fevere reprchen- 
fion, and wifhes to impute them rather to the 
times, than to the man* 

Valens, like his predeceflbrs, held cduhcils ; 
and if we judge by the canons, deplorable muft 
have been the fiate of the Chriflian world. The 
metropolitans were to appoint bilhops, 'and they 

prcfbytersy 
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prefbyters, " whicV' Mr. Milner fays, " the 
" apoftles had done, who doubtlefs ordained paf- 
tors in all the churches hy their own authority. ^^ I 
have diligently examined the Scriptures, and very 
much doubt whether the apoftles ever exercifcd 
any fuch abfolutc authority. When a church was 
collc(9:cd by them in any place, the congregation, 
i apprehend, always chofe and approved the elders 
and bifbops who were fet over them, and thefe 
the apoftles ordained ; and no appointment of paf- 
tors over a church ever appears, by the apoftles, 
without their concurrence. But thefe epifcopal 
encroachments correfponded with th6 diflblutc 
manners againft which other canons are levelled, 
with angel-worfhip — and magic — and enchant- 
mcnt, ftrange practices for Chrillian prelbyters. 

An. 378, 37p. Valens periflved in battle. His 
fucceflbrs, Gratian and Honorius, concurred in 
their endeavours to fupprefs paganifm, and ere<5t 
the banners of the crofs ; but none ufed niethods 
fo ftrong and fevere as Theodofius, who has re- 
ceived the name o( great from thofe whcun he fe- 
vourcd ; though, I confeis, I find nothing in the 
man or his manners dcferving fuch a title. His 
temper was violent, and his government tyranni- 
cal. In order to fupprefs paganifm, he made it a 
capital crime to facrifice or attend any of its rites. 

Rciblved 
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Refolved to eftablifli uniformity of religion and 
tvorfhip throughout the empire, he enadled the 
cruelcft pains and penalties againft thofe who re- 
fufed to conform to his efiabli/hment. He is highly 
commended by the great luminaries of that day, 
Ambrofc and others, for his zeal : and it muft be 
owned, that he gave as humbling a leflbn of fub- 
miffion to their infolcnce and fuperftitions, as he 
himfelf excrcifed imperial violence and opprefliori 
againft all who dared to diflent from them. Li- 

Tbanius, the friend of Julian, and ftill attacTied to 

• , ... 

heathenifm, prcfumcd to addrefs the Emperorj 
and teach him leflbns df Chriftianity and modera- 
tion. ** That religion ought to be planted in men'g 
" minds by reafon, not by force.'* To which 
maxim, however contrarily the heathen philolb- 
phers had a6lcd, the truth of it was not the lefs, 
and Chriflian governors ought to confider its juf- 
ticc : but abufcd power and fuperflition, under the 
dominion of prelatical arrogance, will always be 
juftified ; and perfecutioh in them be clothed with 
the pious guife of falutary coercion. I openly de- 
lirc to teflify my abhorrence of all fuch condu6l : 
fully pcrfuadcd that nothing can be more oppofite 
to the fpirlt and temper of the Gofpel : and fo far 
from being fubfervient to its real intereft, muft 
tend in the highcft manner to debafe Chriftianity^ 
and to promote hypocrify and falfc religion. The 

trutU 
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truth needs no fuch auxiliaries. I am ibrry to 
differ wonderfully from St. Ambrofe and Mr. Mil- 
ner^ in the chara6ler of Theodofius^ as very doubt- 
ful, la my view of real Chriftianity. I can behold 
an overbearing Emperor — ^paffionately reiblved to 
bow the necks of his fubjciSs to his rdigioiis opi« 
nions — a fierce bigot— eftabli(hing uniformity by 
the moil unchriiiian edicts : and, except his zeal 
for orthodoxy, I fee in him no traits of eminent 
^iety, or vital godlinefs.— BjJT— -be wips an Em- 
peror. • 
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TH£ go^ Bifhop of Caglwi^ Lijcifefy by or. 
ddinin^ Paulinus dt Antiocb^ in o|>iK:rftti<w 
to tl^e Aritft^Euizoias, inctfrfed cetifore ; a«d even 
his fellow fufFerer, Eufebius of Vercellae, broke off 
communication from him. If any man aik wherein 
this fchifm coniiiled, I confefs, I am at a lois tQ 
tell : but I prefume the facred immunities of the 
fee of Antioch muft have been fuppofed to fufFer 
fome infringment hereby. That good men, exiled, 
ready to become martyrs, can for thefe trifles 
quarrel, and excommunicate each other, is a 
humbling proof of human ^weaknefs, and of the 
difficulty of fuppreffing the fpirit of bigotry even 
in the beft ; fo ftrongly do our educational preju- 
dices cleave to us. 

The Novatians ftill maintained their ground; 
and every teftimony is borne to their remarkable 
purity of'dodrine, and piety of conduct, their 
zealous fufFering for the truth, and cordial affec- 
tion to the good men of the fuffering Church who 
differed from them : But — ^they were fchilixiatici. 

The 
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The Meletians continaed nearly in the feme pre- 
dicament as the Novatians : whiift the Donatifia 
are accufed of great violences and adls of atrocity.. 
I think there ought to be a*diftin6lion made be- 
tween fome of the furious of that fc6l, called Cir- 
ciitncelliones, irritated probably by adls of oppref- 
lion, and the general body o^ Donatiil bi/hops and 
prefbyters, among whom the fpirit of Chriftian 
truth and purity was by no means extindl. 

The Priicilianiils^ a new fe<SI in Spain, fell 
under fufpicton ; and accufed by the bifhop Itba- 
cius, afibrded a precedent for punifhing herely 
with death, of which we bave^ fince had too many 
examples* An. 384^ 

The Manichaeans fubfifted in vigour, and their 
fanciful opinions found many abettors : even Au- 
guftin, afterwards fo famous, joined himfelf to. 
them. But the great herely was, Arianifm, from 
its bigheft pitch of what is called Semi-fu4anifm^ 
to the lowed degradation of admitted Deity, in 
any ienfe : about which, indeed, the difputes have 
been many, and diftindlions upon difiindiions end- 
left framed, as if there could be any thing between 
fclf-exiftent, and created ; and that any (hades of 
fecondary deity could degrade or exalt the peribn^ 
denied to be the true God. For nearly forty years 
Arianifm was the prevalent religion, efJ)eoitlly in 

Y2 the 
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the Baft ; and except Athanafius, and a very fbw 
refblute witneiles for the truths whom no menaces 
could terrify, or death induce to teniporize, all the 
biihops of any name, in the Chriftian world, at 
Rome, Antioch, Conflantinople, and Alexandria, 
fubfcribed the Ariaiv creed ; fubmitted to the Em- 
pcror ; and kept their bifhoprics. What the body 
of the people muft be under fuch teachers, it is not 
difficult to fuppofe ; and when, added to the un-r 
foundnefs in ^the faith, the reign of faperflitions 
deftrudlive of all true religion is confidered : the 
days were arrived, when the great Head of the 
Church, (hould he. come, would hardly find faith 
pn the earth. For even the orthodox managed 
their difputes in a manner ^o anti-chriflian, that 
vidlory thus obtained was no triumph : and with 
regard to all the trumpery of fuperltition and 
monkery, they were as deeply involved in thefe, or 
more fo, even than their rivals. The Monks and 
Solitaries, were all Nicene creed-men ; and in- 
deed, to efcape perfecution, and to maintain in 
peace and quiet, their opinions, was probably one 
of tj;ie firft caufes of flight into the deferts. They 
were always efpoufed and patronized by Athana- 
fius, and zealous to prefcrvc him in his banifh- 
ments. Their eftablifhment under the fanatic An-: 
thony, was regulated by rule ; different communi- 
ties were formed ; and thence fprcad their baneful 
influence over the Cbriflian world. Died an. 357^ 

The 
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The platonic philoibphy fo highly revered, hav* 
ing eflabliflied the maxim, " of the neceffity of 
abiiTa6kednefs of fpirit from body, in ordef to 
come into communion with God/' every bodily 
moftificatioh became prefcribedj to attain tbid de- 
firable end. The &mous Pionyfius gained incredt* 
ble numbers of profelytes, by his inllru<5lions how 
to raife the foul by contemplation to the higheft 
perfe6lion of its nature^ in abfbrptioil with God* 
In order to this, celibacy, and virginity, faflingi 
poverty, nakednefs, ielf-infli6ted puniihments, fo^ 
litude^ belcame recommended as the firil of attain* 
ments, and eflential to eradicate evety thing hn^ 
man from the heart. The great St. Anthony 
figures highly in this line ;. and his life, by Atha« 
nafius, is as mortifying a proof of the fpirit of the 
biographer, as of the hero of the tale ; and an 
affli6ling evidence of the piety, then had in higheft 
eftimation. I turn from it in difguft, and am 
amazed that a man of Mr. Milner*s fpirit can 
afFe6l to gloft it over with lines of palliation, if 
not of approbation. The pride and felf-rightcout' 
nefs of the human heart ought not fo to be treated. 
To exalt fuch a character, even Athanafius can re-* 
port miracles the moft abfurd, ridiculous, and 
contemptible : whilft Anthony pretends to live 
without food, and to enjoy fuCh vifions of God, 
and conflicts with demons, as exqite at once our 
horror, and rifibility ; but he bad one virtue para* 

Y 3 mount. 
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mount — ^He and his Oenobites were the deter- 
mined foes to ' Arianifm^ and fi-iends to Alba* 
nafius. 

From thefe, all the raggamufiin orders of friarft 
end nuns, black, white and grey, have iitioc (prang. 
But, even la Trappc, is diilance^ in auil^rities by 
Anthony and his aflbciates. Monaftic piety grew 
into the higheft reputation, and as ambition of 
clerical honours was not among the thi-ngs exclud- 
ed from monafteries, their prefiimcd fenftity af^ 
forded a rich fiipply for the prdatica} corps, from 
thefe enthuftailic aicetics. Vices and fcandalotis 
pradlices cannot but creep in, even amidft every 
outward reftraint : they have been proved to exift 
in a fearful manner among thefe abftra6led beings. 
But 1 muft give the firft monks credit for the 
purity of their conduft : and fuppofe the gene- 
rality of them, hondlly exercifed all the mortifica- 
tions, which they believed fo meritorious, however 
fome feebler brother might be feduced by tempta- 
tion. 

It would be lofs of time to recount the other 
eminent m^n in this way. Exzmo difce omnes, I think 
St. Anthony the beft of them. Paul, Martyn of 
Tours, and all the herd of thefe ornaments of 
monkery, afford an unvarying tiflue of pious frauds^ 
falfe miracles, debafing fuperftition, and the moft 

infolent 
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infolent pride. It muft be a dark church indeed 
that can challenge thefe for its luminaries. 

But maxims of the moft dcftrucftive nature had 
now become fandlioned .by the >firft authority^ and 
pradlifed by orthodox and heretics alike. *^ That 
" fraud is pious, .when e?opIpy(pd to prpmote the 
" intcrefts of the Church ;*' and that, ^^ Errors in 
" religion called for tt^ iwQird of the magiftrate/* 
Thus craft and cruelty became aftablifhed as by 
Jaw. The confequences we have feep ; imd (hall 
with angui(h have occalion to renew our indigna« 
tion. i 
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OF THB PRINCIPAL PBRSONAGE^* 

ATHANASIUS. 

Ekfted Bifhop ^ ^^ An. 326 
Died ^ ^ . 375 

AMONG the firif charadlers of the age, the 
Bifliop of Alexandria is to be juftly reckoned. 
The fieadfaftnefs of his faith, and the purity of hi0 
life; his vaft influence in the affairs of the Church, 
and the happy fuccefs of his labours, have been 
already in part confidered. The creed which bears 
his name, and conveys his fentiments, will remain 
to the lateft pofterity among the nobleA human 
monuments of the confeilion ofthe true faith, once 
delivered to the faints. His abilities, learning, zeal, 
fortitude, his enemies will not deny him. Some 
fweet traits of bis charity, humility, and fuperiority 
to all bigotted church attachments, mark a man of 
a Angularly excellent fpirit. His credulity, attach- 
ment to the monks, and fome want of Chriftian 
meeknefs towards his perfecutors, his friends will 
not vindicate. The torrent of fuperilition bore 

him 
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him down, and his temper was not always proof 
againft provocation. But take him for all irt 
all, he feems the brighteft omartent of that high 
Aation, to which he had been advanced. I (hall 
look for greater Cbriftians in humbler life, no where 
for a more able defender of the caufe of God and 
truth. 



EUSEBIUS OF CiESARIA. ' 

Elcdcd • - An. 313 

Died «... 340 

This famed prelate, remarkable for bis kiK>w« 
ledge, reading, and ecdefiafHcal inveftigations, 
ftands eminent among the iirft authorities for 
church hiftory. But if I remain of the fame opi- 
nion, that I was at the beginning, it is becaiife 
every thing, I have leen and read, confirms me in 
his partiality, credulity, and unfair reprefenta- 
tions ; wherever the intcrefte of the party which he 
efpoufed, were concerned. The learned tranflator 
of Mofheim endeavours to vindicate him from the 
charge of Arianifm, though he admits it proved, 
that Eufebius maintained a certain difparity and 
fubordination, between the perfonsof the godhead. 
I have before obferved, the contemptibility of tbefc 
evafions, and the infignificance of all the fhades, 
where true eflential deity is denied io God our 

Saviour. 
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EttfebiuB was a gi^eat &vourite at court. No 
good iign for a bifliop, under two fuch 4Qonaix:hs 
as ConiUntine and Coniiaatiufi. And to his in* 
fluence and mjEiriK^tioas much is to ht attributed^ 
in all. the fubfequent rftruggles -between Arianifm 
and Orthodoxy. WJietber he thought in all things 
as Arius^ or not^ it is certain he fupported him 
and his adherents. He, with his namefake of Ni- 
comedia^ were the pillars of the Arian herefy. 



AMBROSE OF MILAN. 
Eleded * - - 574 

Died -, - * ago 

That it was an age of childi(h credulity, Mr. 
Milner admits, but he feems lefs difpofed to per^ 
ceiye the evil effedls refulting from the prelatical 
claims, which Ambrofe was difpofed to ufe in their 
-iargeft extent. His reludliant appointment to the 
church of Milan ; the very improper ileps he took 
to be excufed, and his extorted compliance^ are 
known ; unfit for the office, as he acknowledges, he 
began to feek his qualifications in the diligent fludy 
of Origen. A worfe inftrudlor he could not have 
chofen. His zeal however againft Arianifm (hone 
forth confpicuoufly, and the fland he made againft 
the Emperor, and his.motherJuftina, are proofs of 
it^ not always perhaps according to knowledge. 

Sincere, 
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Sincere, charitable, devout; in condod escemplaiy^ 
^fid in the labours of bia office diligent ; yet bad 
he dmnk deep into the fpirib^ the timea. Hia 
iifler, a zealous devotoe for virginity, drew forth 
from him the nioft immoderate encomiums of that 
ftate : and his treatifes on the fubjedi, puerile ia«> 
deed, and jejune, much promoted the deluiion, t» 
the gi-cat grief of many parents. The piety of 
fuperftition is awfully equivocal. How high the 
fpirit of true godlineft was in the church t>f Milan, 
I muft learn from fomething befides their church 
mufic, and the Ambrofian chant. It gives me no 
favourable idea of the paftor, or people, to find him 
unable to confecrate a church for want of relics. 
But, \o ! at the difficult moment, a vifion ! more 
than was wanted, is difcovered, even two bodies of 
martyrs ! The wondrous miracles wrought on this 
occafion ; a blind man reftored to fight, devils caft 
oift ; the happy dedication of the Church ; and the 
compleat triumph of Orthodoxy over* Arianifm arc 
recorded ! What indeed could refift the prelate, 
who prdduced men pojfejfed 6f devils to tdk\(y before 
the relics of St. Protafius and St. Gervafius, the 
truth of the Nicene creed ? If St. Ambrofe was not 
more fuccefsfiil in his fermons,, and urged fomc 
better arguments than thcfc, it would fecm of little 
importance, whether the Milanefe, were Arians or 
Trinitarians. His fiineral oration over fucb a man 
as the 'Emperor Palenfimm, ndeds only to be read, 

to 
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to ftamp the courtly prelate \4rith hypocrify^ or tbo 
rhetorical declaimer with contempt. His difciplin^ 
refpeding Theodoiius^ is a glaring pnx^ of prelati* 
cal infblence over abjed fuperftition : and all done 
for the honour of the Church. So fubmiffive an 
Emperor could hot but iecure the encomiums of 
the Milanefe di^ipHnarian* 

The life of this biihop extant, prefixed to hia 
works^ Mr* Milner fuppofes not genuine, becauiei 
'^ ftuffed with fables/* I am afraid this is the 
flrongeft evidence of its truth t fuch being the 
very fpirit of the times. That he was liberal, de* 
voted to'his office; afliduous in the obfervance of 
all church duties, is a praife he truly merits. Hia 
works are various, but alas ! they difplay no excel- 
lencies of a peculiar nature. His divinity is wretch- 
ed, and often unfcriptural ; and his moral treatifes 
infignificant. His interpretations were formed on 
the model of his mafler Origen, and as abfurdly 
allegorical. Of the dodlrines of predefti nation and 
grace, he appears to have very falfe conceptions* 
He was ftrongly difpofed to venerate relics; and 
to entertain fuperftitious expedations from the in- 
terceffion of the dead. And no man was more an 
advocate for monaftic inftitutions ; and the divinity 
of his epifcopal office. I repeat a remark I have 
made before, that all the fathers I have ever con- 
fulted are but miferable guides to evangelical truth. 

There 
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There is more clearners of gofpel docSlrine^ more 
genuine purity of truths and more beautiful appli* 
eation pf it to the confoience in one modern fer- 
mon^ than is to be found in a fpHp of AmbrofCr 

'Yet with all his defe^is and follies, Ambroie is 
a charadler comparatively refpedlable, and eminent 
in the days in which he lived, among his fellows. 
Few fuch laborious bifhops then cultivated the 
lord's vineyard^ 

Many other worthies would but aflS)rd a repeti^ 
lion of nearly the lame obfervations. The light of 
truth and grace was grown very dim ; and the 
power of it, as ^U allow, was reduced very low : 
but the Church was exalted very high, full of mag- 
pificence, riches and honpurs : honours and riches 
too much coveted, and pxciting the mofl fcandal- 
ous, and often bloody contentions between ambi-« 
tious rivals for ipcf&Tjpfkpt\X. 

Among the numerous autbprs who wrote on 
Chriftian fubjedls, the following hold a chief place, 
Macarius, Vi6iorinus» Pacianus, Optatus, the Apol* 
linarii, Epbraim, Hilary, Bafil, Gregory Nazianzen, 
Chryfoftom, Jerom, Auguftin. Their charadlers 
will be found detailed in Mr. Miltier^s Church 
Hiilory : and pailages extradied from their volu- 
minous works with exemplary patience ; fome of 

them 
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fUcrti brerthki^ the (pitiCof ttuth, piety and grace. 
Bfit Y^heevep wi(l- he' at pains to conililt thefe vaft 
fblio^ thcmfclves, will- be dii^ppoitT6ed at finding 
tbeni Huffed with a fik-rago of fuperftition, errors^ 
in6nkery,orieenifm, platonifm,bitternefs and bigot* 
Tjj that will little reps^ tbe paim of perufak Some 
fhdeed arc left exceptionabto Ihai^ others ; Cbry- 
ibfllom and Aoffin are anaong the bcfl:. But, I hope 
I fhaH be forgiven by the venerators of antiquity, 
if I prefer the moderns, oa every Aibje<ii which 
cxercifed the pens of thefe ancient fages, as far 
fuperior infbree of argomcnt, precrfion ofdodrine, 
and m clearness of evangelical trut6, and its in- 
fluence. Compare the f eftament of Ephraim, with 
any modern theologicaF trcatife of repotatioo, ewr 
Auftin with Edwards. The vaunted Bafil, as well 
as others, is drenched in all the dregs of afcetics, 
falfc miracles and monkei*y, infe^ing the world 
with thefe moft pernicious iriflituf ions, blazoned as 
the perfe<5lion of Chriftian excellence'. 

The father of Gregory reiidcd at Naxiansram, 
where was only one paftor or blfhop, and one flock. 
G»*eg;ory's friend, ihe great Bafil, offered him the 
billiopricof Safima, a! place mean ^nd obfcuffe, for 
hitherto many little villages had their bifhop. The 
pride of Gregory was offended, and a quarpel fuc- 
cccded. 
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An. 3^ fo afdp^. Leavmg iSfazianzum for Con* 
ftantinopte, Gregory at firft prcgched to a few 
.GhrrifHaiw ih' a conventicle, the Arians poflet^ 
ftiig all the chnTcPres. An orthodox prdfbyter, 
it fttois, did hot then think hhnfeff degraded by 
ib doing. Growing Wghfy popular by bis preach- ^ 
ing, he was advanced to the ephcopal order. He 
was a mart famed for eloqaence, and it is efpecially 
recorded of him, that his difcourfes were animated, 

with warm and pathetic addreffes to departed 
faints i^ fuch is the divinity to be expedlcd from 
thefe eminences. Indeed all tbir fathers, as far as I 
have gone, have left on my mind the fulleft con- 
vi6lion, that they were the farthcft from infallible 
gliidfes, or dfecifive authority. Were errors, fuch 
as are to be found in them, dcteAcd in any modern 
authors, they would wonderfully dcftroy their re- 
putation, and reduce them to a very low degree of 
excellence. Even Ignatius, if his fourth epiftle be 
genuine; ^ (ilppofcs the man who fafts on the 
*• Lord*s 3ay, or any other iSaturday but Eafter 
'^ Eve, a murderer of'ChriJl.*^ And in' cofrefpond- 
ence with this idea, the Council of Conftantinople 
decrees, that, " if a clergyman commit this crime, 
" he be depdfed, and if a layman^ excommunicated.** 
Clemens AFeiandriniis affirms, that, ** the heathens 
^* were juflified before Chrift oame by philofophy— 
" that Chrift ailually faved niahy out of hell by his 

" preaching 
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f^ preaching tbem-PFand that the torments of hell 
*' are not eternal but purificatory.'* Qrigen, Ter-r 
tullian^ aqd many pthers, (land brapded with hereiy. 
Even the ibmidefl^ (pch as Ambrofe, Jerpm^ Phry^ 
foftomj all vindicate the practice of evil jthat good 
may come^ and the lawfulnefs of pious frauds : nay 
ijnpiouHy a^rm, th^t both Peter .and Fapl incul- 
cated^ ai)d pradifed them. Indeed they feverally 
(land convidled of a want of truth, that the meanei|: 
Chriftian at prcfent would blufh to have laid to his 
charge, and confounded to have proved uppn him. 
Mr. Milner ilrangely apologizes, as if " in thefe 
dark ages^ with their dim light, thefe humble (buls 
groped their way to the heavenly kipgdom." Had 
they not the i^me bible as ourfe)ves, and the iame 
divine interpreter ? Why then dark, ignorant, and 
fupcrfiitious ? And for the proof of their A/iw/ZrVy^ 
thofe who read their writings will be griev.oufly at 
a lofs. In many things they no doubt are cona- 
mcndable; but as enlightened Chriftians, as deep 
divines, as mailers ip Ifrael, we find them ftranger 
}y defedlive. It is not a little adonifhing, that 
mere antiquity, like objects fcen at a diftancc 
through the haze, Ihould have clothed them with 
a veneration and magnitude, to which, if we judge 
by their writings, they were fo little entitled. Cau 
ert-or, folly, fraud, lying miracles, fuperftition, 
monkery, receive any j unification or apology fronj 

the 
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the fpirit of the times ? The bible is the bible, and 
truth is truth, nor can admit of any unhallowed 
departure from them, ' We may and ought to pity 
the miftakes of good men ; and may fafely admit 
much excellence compatible, with much ignorance 
^nd infirmity. But fuch are not the oracles we 
may follow, or the examples wc muft imitate.^ 
Candor indeed requires that every man be allowed 
to explain his own fentiments, and not to be made 
an offender for a word ; we may not pervert an ex- 
prcflion to a meaning he would difown, or draw 
conclufions for him, which he would difallow : but <. 
no candor will call ignorance wifdom, error e^j- 
cufable, fuperftition devotion, felf-righteoufnefs 
the gofpel, or fuch forced, wretched, and often 
falfe as well as feeble interpretations of the Scrip- 
ture, found divinity. 

An. 395. AuGusTiN figures among the moft 
eminent of the. fathers, as an author ; but a con- 
fiderahle portion of his writings will be found, 
jejune, declamatory, and fometimes highly objec- 
tionable : and in the very point of the dodlrines 
of grace, wherein he excels, there is more deep 
reafoning, folid argument, precifion of language, 
and fcriptural evidence, in one page of Edwards 
on Free Will, than in all the voluminous works of 
Auguftin put together. His condud rcfpcdling 

Vol. I. Z the 
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ihe V Donatiils will never find a parallel in the 
Scriptures. His arguments againfl them (hall be 
allowed all their real weight ; but they are greatly 
weakened by calling in the fword of thcf civil 
niagiftrate, and the harfli fyllogifms of fines and 
imprifonment. Surely fuch are not the weapons 
of our welfare. Yet is Auguftin an eminent cha- 
raflcr ; his principles evangelical^ and the genoial 
tenor of bis life highly exemplary. His little dio- 
cefe of Hippo eminently profited by his labours ; 
and in a day of great decay, exhibited ipeciment 
of primitive Chrifiianity. But I am pafiiog my 
prefcribed bounds of brevity. 



CHAR 
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CHAP. IV. 

CHURCH 60VBRNMENT AND CEREMONIES. 

THE Church, in all the pomp of rites and 
ceremonies, groaned under the load of her 
own trappings, Veftments, holidays, fafts, fefti- 
vals, (hrines, martyr's tombs, holy water, with aH 
the trumpery fo happily fince improved, had be- 
gun to deck out the nieretricious Church of Rome, 
fhe growing virtue of relics, and the fuppofed 
efficacy of the interceffion of departed faints, 
opened a door for the grofleft fuperflitions. Even- 
Auguftin himfelf laments, that the yoke, under 
which the Jews were held, was liberty, compared 
with the bondages impofed on Chrifiians. 

Now alfo w^s firft introduced that moft unfcrip- 
tural mode o( patronage^ fince become fo prevalent. 
To encourage the building of chinches, and obr 
tain the merit of this good work, the builder was 
permitted to appoint his own prefbyter. Wealth 
and riches had acquired the firft importance, and 
the congregation of the faithfiil \va8 become nc 
thing in the fcale. 

Z3 
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The government of the Church was quitQ pc\y 
modelled. Inftead of the people chuiing their 
own bifhops and .prefbyters, they were no more 
confulted. The prefbyters wholly depended on 
bifhops and patrons : The bifliops were the crea- 
tures of patriarchs and metropolitans; pr^ if the 
fee was important, appointed by the Emperon So 
Church and State formed the firft inaufpicioqs al- 
liance, and the corruption which had been plen- 
tifully fown before, no>y ripened by court in- 
trigues for political biihops of imperial appoint- 
ment, or at the fuggeftion of the prime minifler. 

Not that there were lyanting men who had 
fenfe to difcern, and courage to remonflrate againft 
the growing abufes. Such was Joviman^ who de- 
nied the fuperior fandlity of monachifm and celi- 
bacy, and bodily niacerations, affirming that a 
Chriftian who lived in marriage, and a life of tem- 
perance and piety, was equally acceptable to God, 
But he was foon filenccd by the Bifliop of Rome, 
and by the famed Ambrofe, in a Milanefc coun- 
cil, and baniftied at their inftigation to the Ifle 
of Boa. 

-flErius, a prefbyter, made a fiercer refifiance, 
and maintained more offcnfivc do<itrincs ; that 
bilhops and prefbyters in the Scripture were the 

fame 
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fame perfons, and only different dcfcriptions of 
age and office — that prayers for the dead were 
futile, and hope from their interceffion vain — 
that ftated fafts and feftivals had no prefcription 
in the New Teftament. Thcfe, with fimilar afler- 
ttons, roiifed a faoft of enemies, and he was quick- 
ly filenced. So fuperftition ftalked triumphant, 
and no man dared open his mouth againft any 
abufes. Indeed, the Monkiih inftitutes, and felf- 
inflifled aufterities, were regarded as the perfec- 
tion of human excellence, as the higheft form 
of Cbriftian attainment, the very life and foul of 
religion. 

Afdceug, a man of tried, godlinefs, could not 
keep filcnce; and freely cenfurcd the depraved 
manners of the clergy, for which he was excom- 
municated. He formed a little focicty of men 
like-minded, over which he prelided as their bi- 
ihop : but this the intolerance of the time would 
not fufFer, and he was driven with his adherents 
into banifhment, continuing there to hold faft the 
faithful word.. Grievous charges were laid againft 
him : bis uncharitable judgments of the clergy—- 
his celebrating Eailer at the time the Jews kept 
the pafibver — and his worfhipping the DeSty un- 
der a human form. The intolerant Church be- 
gan to be armed againft all who refufcd implicit 
fubmiflion to prelatical domination. 

Z 3 CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 

"THE SPIRITUAL CHURCH AT THE END OB^ TtiM 

FOURTH CENTURY. 

WE have Teen the outward ' vifible Church 
rent with difputes^ and funk in pride^ 
pomp^ luxury^ and ignorance. Shall we look Ibr 
the body of the faithful among thefe ? If we do, 
we muil expedl to find them not wallowifig in 
wealthy and decked with imperial fplendor^ but 
among the poor of the flock^ too limple to'enter 
into, or underftand the deep metaphyiical contro- 
vcrfies, and too truly taught of God to follow 
blindly the current of prevailing fuperflitions. A» 
the orthodox do<5lrinc was ilill maintained in the 
churches, no doubt God*8 prefence was not wholly 
withdrawn, notwithftanding the errors, and follies 
which had crept in : amidil grievous departure 
from evangelical fimplicity, much truth and godli* 
nefs remained. Many biihops were tru ly men of God^ 
fuch asAuguftin,and others, with their little and ob- 
fcure flocks, who, in their contracted fpheres, feem 
to have cultivated the pure do6lrine of the Gofpel, 
and the life of religion among them. Of this wc 

hav« 
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hare a flrong teftimony borne by Ammianus the 
hiftorian, a Heathen philofopher^ and an enemy to 
Chriftianity. The greater bilhoprics^ as Rome^ 
were feldom filled but after bitter contentions, and 
often bloodflied. So Damafus afcended the Pa- 
pal throne, fighting his opponent Urfinus. " At 
'* Rome," fays Ammianus, " they ride in cha- 
** riots ; fplendidly arrayed ; enriched by the offer- 
ings of the ladies ; attended by a noble retinue ; 
feafiing luxurioufly, their tables furpaffing thofe 
'^ of kings : But how much more rationally would 
" they afl according to their profeflion, if they 
^* imitated the excmidary lives of their poorer 
^' brethnen, the bifhops of the provinces. In the 
^^ plainnefs of their diet and apparel, the modefiy 
^^ of their looks, and the humility of their demean* 
^^ our, walking acceptably with the eternal God as 
" his true worfhippers." 

A pleafing CelA thus opens to our view, that far 
firom the theatre of ecclefiaflical conflids, and pre- ^ 
latical pride and parade, the courts of monarchs/ 
and the thrones of cathedrals, in humble poverty, 
retired from fcencs of luxury and ambition, a race 
of worthy pafiors fed their flocks in the oblivion 
of the great ; not lefs refpedted by the fheep for 
the thread bare coat which covered them, nor 
held in lefs reverence for the modefty and meekr 

Z 4, nefs 
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ncfs of their deportni'ent ; truly apofloHcal in their 
manners ; not lording it over God's heritage, but 
examples of the flock. Oh that the great Head 
of the Church would rcftorc this holy race of bi- 
fhops to his dcfolate heritage ! 

Under fuch paftors the true Church ftill appeared 
glorious in the eye of the great Shepherd and Bifhop 
of fouls, amidft the (pots and blemiflies which dis- 
figured it. Among the purer party, I reckon the 
Novatian bifhops ; and probably many alfo of the 
Meletians, Euftathians, and Luciferians. Nor 
(hould I defpair among the Donatifts, that men 
of like manners might be found, with whatever 
abufe they have been loaded. Far removed frorri 
the great fources of corruption, riches, power, and 
conne<5lion with the great and philofophic world : 
they gave themfelves to the word of God and to 
prayer ; their work was their wages ; and their 
people their crown and joy of rejoicing in the day 
of the Lord Jefus Chrift. 

Nor do I doubt but many of the folitaries of 
the defcrt, who had fled from perfecution, carried 
with them at firft, a real fweet favour of Chrift, 
and felt happy to have efcaped from a difordercd 
world, to be more occupied in the work of prayer 
and praife ; and when driven thither as a refuge, 

inftead 
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in (lead of drawn by fanatical fupcrftition]| many 
walked with God^ and went to glory« 

I am enquiring after God^s fecret ones^ th6 
remnant whom the world knoweth not, the choien 
and called, and faithful ; the only Church worth 
a Chriflian^s care. 
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APPENDIX. 



CONTAINING 

THREE DISSERTATIONS. 

I. ON ESTABLISHMENTS. 

II. ON SCHISM. 

III. ON INFIDELIXy. 



INTRODUCTION. 



»«»!••« 



WHEN the following flieets were 
written, the reverend and learned Author of 
Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, Mr. Milner, lived, adorn- 
ing his profcflion by his example, and improv- 
ing his generation by his labours. The great 
Shepherd and Biihop of Souls hath removed 
him to his reward. I had hoped from hicn 
friendly rebuke where I may have erred, or 
candid acquiefcencc in the force of truth, 
where it appeared. We Loth meant I am 
confident, in fimplicity and godly lincerity to 
follow the beft conviAions of the word of re- 
velation, and in all our deduAions from it, to 
rcafon according to the analogy of the firft 
, great admitted principles. Some other able 
brother will now perform that office ; and as 
Divine truth is alone the objeft, acknowledg- 
ment of miftake fliall inftantly follow the con- 
viftion of error. Errare poffiim hereticus cffc 
nolo. 



>■.- 
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eK THE ESTABLISHMENT OF UNIFORMITY IN RE- 
LIGION, IN REPLY TO THE REV. MR. MILNER, IN 
HIS SECOND VOLUME OF CHURCH HISIORY. 

TIEODOSIUS, fupreme in all caufcs ecclcfi- 
aflical as civil, refblved to reduce his Chril^ 
tian fubjedls to uniformity with his own opinions* 
which he prefumed to be thofe of the Scriptures. 
Inllead of union in the one head Chrift, held in 
mutual charity and forbearance, he determined to 
cut and fquare religion according to his own mo- 
del ; and by penal laws, to compel fubmiilion to 
the eftablifhment which he formed. Mr. Milner 
undertakes to defend the propriety of this conduct. 
I am forry to differ from a man I revere, and with 
whom I am generally one in fentiment and heart. 
I wiih the tide of popular opinion may be again ft 
him, as he fuppofes. I fear bigotry is yet too pre- 
valent. His arguments for fuch eftabliftimcnt I 
will endeavour in love and in the fpirit of meek- 

nefs 
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^neis tx) anfwer. The fubjecSl is equally important 
in every age, Stich eftablifliments appear to me 
fraught with oppo(itipn to the tru^ Churchy w^ich 
he profefles to efpoufe. 

What he takes for granted in the firft fentence, 
I can by no means admit, that " becaufe the Gof- 
*^ pel is of divine authority, and ought to be re- 
^« ccived, that every rejedlion of its do(3rines is as 
"juftacaufe for condemnation, and human pe- 
*' nalties^ as murder or theft." The offences againft 
ibciety are of a very different kind, and amenable 
to a different tribunal from tbofe of infidelity* 
Murder and the difbelief of the proper divinity of 
Jefus, rank in a very different line. I admit, that 
in the day of God, they equally will be punifhcd 
with eternal death : but I deny any (hadow of 

» 

Scripture authority, for invefling the civil magif- 
trate with power to punifh the one, as they punifli 
the other. His argument, therefore, in the flrfl 
inflance, appears utterly inconclufivc. 

P. 226. The expedience and utility are equally dil- 
putable, as the rights to inflidl fains and penalties^ 

for 
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for non-conformity to a national eftablifhmcnt# 
Can it be proved, to be right, expedient, or ufeful, 
to eftablifh Epilcopacy in England, Prefbytery in 
Scotland, and Popery in Canada ? And thefe un- 
der the fame (late, and to punifh with pains and 
penalties thofe who differ from either ? Is the tem- 
poral good of the fubjcdls really confultcd by fuch 

■ 

tflablifljmcnts ? Might they not with much greater 
propriety be permitted to chufe what form of * 
church government they like ? And if they were 
good and faithful fubje<fts, would not the prefcrva- 
tion and well-being of the fociety ht thus equally 
confultcd? 

Mr. Milner's three arguments, p. 227, will, 
contrary to his fuppofition, receive, I hope, a la- 
tisfadlory anfwer. 

Refpcifting the clear evidences of Chriftiaruty^ 
ihould I admit, what may be difputed, that the 
evidences of Chriftianity are perfedlly dear^ and 
the do6lrine3 as trnporlant as can be fugj^ed. If 
a perfon objcdV, and fay, they are not clear to me ? 
Is he, therefore, whilfi proiefiing to fubmit to the 

Vol. I. . 4 ^ civil 
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civil laws of that fociety to which he belong^T^ 
puniftiable becaufe he' does not admit the evi- 
dences of Chriftianity as clear f *^ The dodlrines 
\^ arc vnportant ;'* allowed : but,- are they all of 
equal importance ? Which ane to be fixed on as 
fundamentals ? Who has the authority to determine 
thcfe ? or to meafure the fuppofed wlckednefs of 
heart of thofe^ who fliall reje<5l what others, per- 
haps the majority, decide to be fundamental ? Is 
|iOt Mr. Milner aware, that ♦the faving knowledge 
of thefe fundamentals can only be received from, 
the Spirit of Grod ? And if I have not obtained 
this unfpeakable gift, has the magiftrate a right 
to condemn me, either for my ignorance or my 
obftina^y ? 

Does Mr. Milner really fuppofe that a oonvei'*- 
nient " and well digefted liturgy," compofed for 
public ufe, ought to be enforced by pains and fe^ 
nalties, when he has fo repeatedly avowed, that n6 
fuch was in the Church during all the pureft 
ages ? And who (hall judge the genu'menefs of the. 
principles on which fuch liturgy is founded ? Is 
there an infalUhiUtj in every church eflabUniment ? 

lam 






ON £dTA:BLISHMSKT8. SSS 

1 am iiirprifed at the poverty, as well as the incon-fc 
dufivenefs of thefe fuggeftions, in a fpiritually 
minded man. The Jevvifti theocracy is no prece^ 
dent, till wc are in their iitdation, and have tbd 
feme authority ; nor are any rea(bnings fix>m it 
Gonclufivc. Does the manner in which patriarchal 
families were governed, imply 2Xiy Jtich authority z:^ 
is pleaded for ? Suppofing an idolater among Abra^ 
ham, Ifaac, or Jacob's flaves, was to be whipped^ 
put to bread and water, or burned> if he did not 
fubmit to circumcifion ? 

I will grant that the mdgiftrates, with the ma- 
jority of every nation, have a right to form religi- 
ous inftitutions for themfehes. Of this I ihould 
hope few will doubt the lawfulnefs ; and where thd 
Chriilian religion is generally profeflcd, difputethe 
utility. Nor does it militate againft any divine pre* 
cept, why they may not annex advantages^ if tbo 
majority fo decree, to fuch inftitutions : but i^he- 
ther every man in that nation (hall be fubjedl to 
penalties, for not conforming to fuch regulation^ ii 
a very different thing, 

t Aa2 or 
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Of the expediency of fupportbg the dodlrtnes of 
religion by a ftate eftablifhment, the evidence of 
the beft ages of Chriflianity gives us no proof. But 
jT it be expedient Xx^ fupport them, what Aipport 
•is the qneftion ? Who is to judge of the, expeJi^ 
incy? and how far the fupport is to be afforded, 

# 

or the authority extended ? If confcience muft bend 
to authority, the religion of the Son of God would 
Kave been long fince entinguifhed. The firft Chri^ 
tians claimed cro fucb fupport* Admitting that 
*' irreTigion and idolatry provoke the AJmghty^^ God 
is judge alone — this is no farther matter of cogniz- 
ance to the magiftrate, tlian as it difturbs the peace 
of civil fociety. We have more than twenty millioi^ 
of pagan fubjedls in Bengal and the Eaft, perfedt- 
ly obedient, and incapable of refiftance ; (hall the 
magiftrate inflidl pains and penalties upon then> 
for idolatry ; or, like Theodofius, put them ta 
death if they {acrifice ? This, brother Milner, he 
ought to do on your principles. That our own 
government doth not afford them better means of 
inftrudlion, and prevents the humane and Chrif- 
tian labours of thofe who would inform them, I 
will confefs is highly criminal. 

You 
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You aik, " May a magi ft rate compel by pains 
*^ and penalities to receive a national religion, and 
*^ Fcftrain others from the exercife of his ownjudg- 
••* mcnt ? would not this encourage perfecution, 
^* and be a tyranny over the confciences of men ?** 
And, why evade anfwering cleArly and diftindlly 
your own queftions ? Yqu are cornpdlcd to grant, 
p. 231, what overturns the whole of your argu- 
ment. You then change the ground, and demand, 
may a. man be allowed " to propagatp infidelity 
f^ and idolatry ?" If at liberty to thiijk for hiipfelf, 
he is botmd, without difturbing the peace of fij- 
ciety, to communicate what he believes to be true, 
and fairly flate what has produced convidlion in 
his own mind. No man ought to infult or deride, 
what tjKJ lawful rulers of the flate have agreed to 
maintain ; but without infulting or deriding, may 
he not peaceably ftate the qpinions, which he thinks 
will CQrrcdl errpr, or remove abufcs. It will reft 
with the magiftrates and the majority of his fel- 
low-citizens to decide, whether ihey will adopt or 
.rcjc<ft his fcntimcnts. ,. 

A'a 3 The 
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The Roman Emperor took a (hortcr way. The 
pagan who facrificed fufFered death. The Ariaq 
bad his poflefEons confifcated, and was banifhcd 
the city, *' So did Theodofius i and will Mr. 
Mihier call this no compulfion, but falutary re* 
llraint ? and deny that this can be called perfecy- 
tion ? In the name of truth, what is perfecutipn 
then ? Neither the word of God, nor any of the 
arguments advanced, have proved one of his pro- 

« 

portions ; and I hardly fuppofe he will reft the 
whole of his proof on the folitary text of Job, which 
he produces. Wl^atevcr utility be admitted in pro- 
viding inftrudlion for the people in the true reli- 
gion, does It at all follow, that thofc who refufc to 
be inftru6ted, or think another mode preferable, 
Ihould be punifhed for fo doing ? Thefeare quite 
diftin6l fubje(fts. Befides, who is to judge how far 
the punifhmcnt fhould reach ? What (hall be the 
criterion to determine " the tendency to deftroy the 
^^ efficacy of the provifion made ?" Where the ci- 
vil order is not difturbed, will it not be more Cbrif- 
tian, (and furely to a man of Mr. Milner*s fpirit, 
all that can be worth calling X^briftianity, ought to 

bear 
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bear a different afpeiSt from eflabliftimcnts, or hu- 
man coercion) will it not, I fay, be more Chrif- 
tian, and more conducive to every good word and- 
work, to permit the truth to. appear in its own di- 
vine evidence to the confcience, without any un* 
hallowed auxiliary, or weapons not of our warfare : 
and to admit perfedl liberty of confcience even to 
Turk, Jew, and Infidel ? And if unifofmltj be 
^^ a chimera of no yalue/' p. 198, why contend 
for it ) 

I have a real reverence for revealed rdigiop, and 
believe there is but one faith by which any man 
can be faved. But Mr. Milncr's conclufions feem 
not to flow from his premifes ; and the conclufions 
themfelves are falfe. True religion cannot be cfla- 
blifhed by fofttive injlitutions. It is divine in its 
origin, and can only be eflablifhed by its divine 
Author. " If the Supreme power has po right^ 
^' p. 232, to violate liberty of confcience ;'' tljen 
it can have no right to " eftablifh true religion by 
*' pofitive inflitutions," unlefs, (l) It can produce 
infallible evidences, that all its pofitive inflitqtions 
are the true religion. (2) That they are exclufively 

A a 4 fo^ 
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hy and that tbofe who prefume to. difTer^ bold not 
the true religion. And here vvc have a high way 
tp Rome^ which all true Proteftants have long 
iince united to difclaim. 

But if we afFcdl no infaJUbililyj then all penal 
laws to fupport the fallible decilions of men i^ 
'inatters that refer only to the conjcience^ muft be an 
'inlblent abafe of power over Chriftian liberty. Wil| 
not the whole be more fcripturally fettled by per- 
mitting every man to fearch the Scriptures for 
himfelf ? You. fay, p. 233, " in matters of fubor- 
^* dinate confequence, which are evidently not 
^^ eflential to Chriftianity, the civil magiftratq 
'^ ought not to interfere at all.** Yet you know^j 
that thtfe fubordinate, uiiejfential matters, have been 
the chief objedl of eftablifhrnents in its fojitive in- 
Jlitutiofts. Epifcopacy in England, and frejhytery 
in, Scotland, has been as jealoufly guarded hy poji^ 
five in/litutionSy as the mod fimdamefital articles of 
faith. With regard tp the punifhmcnt due, and to 
be infli6lcd on the propagalurs of opiriions held rrrC" 
ligious by the eftablijlnnent^ you confefs, p. 232, 
the propojition undefined and involved in difficulties. 

It 
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It 18 aftonifhing, that with fuch ackiiowledg* 
pients, you do not fee the inextricable maze in 
3vhich you-^ wander, and the dilemma to which yoa 
are reduced ; and all to avoid this moft fdf-cvtdent 
and fcriptural truth, " Leave every man to Grod, 
f^ and his own foul." Let every fociert:y of Chrif- 
tians prefcribe rules for themfelves, but fuch as 
arc the voluntary choice of the body ; and let 
them indulge their bi'ethrcn with the fame liberty. 

« 

The beft of men have been always the Vi(5Hms of 
penal laws, enadleJ under pretence of coercing the 
word. 

Admit for a moment, that a Bramin among us^ 
fiated his reafons for the worfhip of his god Viihnu, 
ought he, whilft a peaceable fubje(5l, to be ponifti- 
ed by the civil magi (Irate ? Does he riot bear the 
punifhment fuited to his ftate, in the ignorance 
and error in which he lives^ and for which ht is 
refponfible to God ? Would penal laws convince 
him ? or give lefs weight to his argum^ints with 

_ » 

others ? Sincere ChriJlianSj of whom Mr. Milner 
fpeaks, if I. know the nature of Chrillianityi^ wifli 

to 
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punKh all who difpute the divine right of epiCr 
copacy, thedodhrineDf traofubftantiation, the deity 
of the Son of Grod, the colour of the coat to be 
worn In the celebration of divine fervices, the 
praying by a liturgy, the dodlrine of predeftioa- 
tion, the rights of patronage qr convqcatidn, the 

m 

neceility of a divine changci^pon the hunian hearty 
or thefupremacy of the Pope or th^ King, iq fpiri- 
tual things ? — Oh, brother ! a real dri/lum is a 
man of a different ilamp, and loving the Lord 
Jefus Chriil in lincerity himielf, is content to leave 
every other brother to the fame word he itads^ and 
to the iame fpirit which he hath received ; and to 
uie or countenance no compulfion, but the fword 
of the fpirit which is the word of God ; and tiai 
wielded, not with magifterial power or rancorous 
difpute, but in love, and in the fpirit of meeknefs, 
I am perfuaded this will do more to promote real 
Chriftianityy than all f^offihle peiial eJtabUJhments. 

P. 235. Did eftabliftiments ever prevent pro- 
fanenefs ? Look round and judge. Or were dark 
and barbarous regions enlightened by iheni f Never, 
but by the zeal of individuals. Indeed eftablifti- 
ments have always oppofed every labour of this fort, 

unleis 
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untefs done in their own way. Yet even fliould it be 
granted that a part of Italy, Spain, or BritgiD, bad 
continued in irreligion and idolatry, a; you pre- 
furae, without eftablifhmenta coercive, would 
they be in deeper darknefs, or deeper guUt tbaci 
they are at this day ? I trow not. 

As to the commencement or progrefs of corrup- 
tion, whether it began before Conftantine or after, 
is nothing to the purpofe. Can it be proved, that 
it was lefs rapid after penal ejtablijhments took flac$ f 
Mr. Milner knows the revcrfe is the fa<ft. I do not 
call that Chriftianity, where power baptifes nations 
at the point of the fword : nor you neither. It is 
not this Chriftianity you have developed in the 
many excellent obfcrvations you have made in your 
Church Hiftory. The corruption of Chriftianity b^- 
gan with its fpread under the Apoftles then]ifelves : 
It was impoflible from the nature of man, but it 
muft do lb. As multitudes entered the Chriftian 
pale, profeflbrs, not pofleflbrs of Chrift, the corrup- 
tion increafed : as objedis of pride, ambition, gain, 
power, dominion grew up in the Church, it became 
more corrupt. When pc;ial eftablifhments, private 

patronage. 
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patronagie^ wealth , dignities^ increaicd all fn'efe^ th^ 
ocntuption arrived at itsfumnnt. Every church irf 
proportion as thcfe abound » will b.e the fame for ever; 
The Church ever did, and ever will flourifli mo^i 
^here the temptations to fcek' and enjoy thcfe 
things are Icaft. I appeal to hiflory, living experi- 
ence, and your own foul. You ajfert that, *^ efta- 
blifhments (Irengthen the hands of (ihcere, hum- 
bled minded believers;" yet you know, the largcfl 
number of thofe, whom j^o» think real phrifiiafis^ 
have always to their coft experienced this to be 
ontrue. 



a 



Gan you bdtevc the liturgy fuch a bulwark 
Irgainft falfe do6lrine, uhen you know how fcv/ 
who ufe it believe their own prayers or confeffions ? 
A ftrange bulwark f How much more efFc(?lual vviH 
voluntary aflbciation be found in fupport of evan- 
gelical truth, than compulfive or bribed fubfcfip- 
tions ? 

Have you yet produced a (ingle argument froni 
Scripture, or experience, why religion fhould " be 
" fettered by political inftitutions ?" That atheifm 

Jhould 
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Jkotild not he tolerated^ you fuppofe conclUfive. And 
why not tolerated ? Do what you wiH, oaths watt 
be abufed ; look at pur courts of juftice. If there 
were no laws againfl atheifhij would there be nxM 
glaring and frequent peijury ? 

Admitting all that France hath done to be never 
fo wrong, what is that to the argument ? Averfc as 
1 am to their horrible deeds, is there lefs realChri/^ 
tianity in France now, than before the revolution ? 
Are the prefent inftitutions more oppofite to the 
power and fpirit of Chriftianity than thofc of the 
eflablifhment of Popery were, which they have de- 
llroyed ? Are they more avcrfe to the propagation 
of thztreal Chrijiianity you maintain ? I am fully 
fure, that a faithful comparifbn, and future experi- 
ence, will demon (Irate the contrary. 

There is no ^onneSion between government and 
the eilablifliment of an exclufive reHgion, but what 
a criminal policy has formed. The alliance between 
Church and State has ever been meretricious^ In 
what land have the rulers political ever employ- 
ed their church power^ fimply to promote true 

religion^ 



\ 
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HMgiotiy aiid not political obje^ ? Examine with 
caodoqr to the prefent moment. Have ftatefinea 
ever meant the exaltation of a crucified Jefus, and 
a kingdom not of tbi» world t You do not believft 
it yourfelfk 



I can fee m fpritual befufit refuiting i^nl this 
connedtion ; yet I am neither preibyterian nor in- 
dependent. After the moft diligent enquiry^ and 
I think the moft impartial exercife of my beit jlidg^ 
'ment^ I am an epifcopalian on convi<5tion, and I 
hope have fully proved, that the Church had from ' 
the beginning men of fuperior eminence who pre- 
lided, by whatever Aame diftinguifhcd. I approve 
highly fubfcription to articles of religion, that they 
who minifter together may have one faith. I think 
a found, well digefted liturgy a real blefling, not 
■precluding however free prayer ; and I would ad* 
roit no man to pray or preachy where I had in- 
fluence, who did not conform to the confcffion of a 
triune God, and complete redemption through 
Jehovah incarnate. But our efiablifhment muft be 
a voluntary aflbciation ; not an obje6t of avarice to 
procure pecuniary advantages, but the refult of 

convi^lion 
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conviction of its utility. I abhor the idea of all 
pains and penalties infli6led on account of religion 
upon any human being, God forbid I (hould con- 
fent to (hed the blood of a poor heathen, becaufe 
he offers facrifice to his idol : or fine or impri(bn a 
miflaken Arian, becaufe he gathereth not with me. 
No, I would not touch the hair of the head of a 
philofopher, or an atheifl : it is his mifery to be 
blind, or a blafphemer. I will leave the execution 
of all thefc to the patrons of penal eflablifhments : 
** With fuch, mine honour^ in thefe things, be 
** not thou united." 

It may be faid, why then do you belong to an 
eftablifhment with penal laws ? I fhall reply with- 
out difguife, they are my averiion ; but in the pre- 
fent Aate of imperfe<Sion refpedling every thing 
human, as an epifcopalian in fentiment^ I find no 
other church in this land fo conformed to my viewft 
of evangelical do£lrine, as the Church of England; 
and of all dominant churches none has left abufed 
its power^ or ihewed a more tolerant fpirit — but it 
has abufed it. The abufes fubfifi. I (ball freely 

Vol. I. B b rcmonftratc 
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rcmonflrate againft them, and rejoice to fee it wit^ 
out fpot or blemifh, or any fuch thing, but never 

« 

without bifljops, I wifb them only to be men of 
apodolic flamp and manners. 

Mr. Milncr fuppofes, p. 240^ " That without a 
^ date cflabliflimcnt, there would be no rcKgiow 
*^ among us." Why ? Did not the true Church 
from the beginning fubfift without it ? Was it to 
obtain this, the primitive Chriftians were content 
to be confeflbrs and martyrs ? If bigotry can dwell 
in fuch minds as Mr, Milner's, what may we not 
expe6l from other men ? Why fliould God Jet his 
face againft ex^ery government^ ii)hich does not fence re- 
ligiori with femilf and ions ? Docs not America fub- 
fift without them, a monument of religious peace, 
I wiih I could fay of piety ? Yet in the fcale of 
piety, I fear, they will fairly weigh againft us. 
Muft the inftitution be athcifiical, that leaves nnen 
complete toleration, dnd perfe6t liberty of con- 
fcience, to every individual ? Is it poifiblc that the 
fcebleft reafoner, (hould ever imagine or connect 
luch a conclufion ? 

But 
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But WILL God set his pace AOAiNSt IT ? as 
you affirm^ in Roman capitals. Where does this 
appear ? Has not the government of China fub- 
lifted longer than any ftate of Chriftendom ; not to 
mention others ? Is not atheifm, or fomething very 
like it, the reh'gion of the literati, and idolatry of 
the vulgar ? Has Grod confounded that *hation by 
any peculiar judgments ? Does it not fubfift at this 
day, teeming with an immenfe population, in un- 
difturbed pedce and profperity ? God's govern-? 
ment, and his judgments are a great deep. It is in 
the eternal world he will be feen, righteous in all 
his ways, and juft; in all his works. I am greatly 
miftakcn, if all that is worth the name of Chrifii- 
anity did not fubfift from the beginning, and in 
vigour to this day, without the leaft relation to any 
eftablifhment. And I am fure as far as pains and 
penalties have difgraced any Chriftian eftablifh- 
ment, fo far they have defeated all its profcft[e4 
purpofes to promote real religion. 

» 
?• 24 1 . Crrnnhe repetita. Again, wbo (hall de- 
fine what is fundamenkil, and what is drcumftantialf 
Hath it ever yet been done &tisfa6!brily ? Can it 

B b 2 1»c 
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l>c done ? But you fay, ** J^ men would ferkufly 
^ weigh:' If ! But what if they will not*? Would 
the laws of the land be Icfs efFe^ual for the good 
«rder of fociety, if all ecclefiaftical pains and penal- 
ties were abolifhed ? When the people chofe their 
own minifters^ before Chriilianity gained an efia- 
blifliment for 300 years, even under pagan tyrants, 
did not vital Chrifljanity flourifh ihbre than it 
has done fince, without dther pain or penalty, ex- 
tept the funple exclufion from the voluntary 
afllbciation ? Sinee bilhops have too generally been 
the creatures of mintfters, and prefbyters of patixHia, 
have the kingdoms of the world become more the 
kingdoms of God and of his Chrift ? By whole 
authority hath the primitive model, you yourfelf 
kave defcribed, been difregarded ? 

As to an eftabliihment bearii^ hard on diflblute 
men, and corredling their manners by pains and 
penalties ; where did ever an ecclefiaftical eftablilb- 
ment fubfift, but the morals were diflblute ? Did 
this ever corre6l them ? Who are the moft diflo* 
lute ? The makers and heads of eflablifhments, or 
the governed ? Example will do more than execu- 
tions. 
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tions. Do you fuppofe any Chriilian government 
now fubfifting in the worlds hath not more infideli 
and fcepticSy and in high places too^ than genuine 
belUvers^ as you and I count believing ? — As you 
fay, ^^ the pradlical inferences are obvious/* but 
obvious in a fenfe, the very reverie of what you 
would Aippofe. 

I fi^ow your divifion of peribns. 

1» The friends of ejlablijhmtn$. Such Chrifti* 
anity ! Arc there no cauf^, but the love of Chrift, 
that make men friends to eftablifhments ? Friend^ 
thou knoweil better* 

2. DiffetUerSy owning fundamentals* From what 
then can thefe poffibly diilcnt, that ihould eipofo 
them to pains and penalties^ from a truly Cfariftiaa 

eilabiifliment ? 

# 

3. Infidel diffenters. A^n, Soctnian, fball I add 
Arminian, or (hall that not be fundamental ? Do 
infidels care about any efiablifhment ? Will they 
not fubforibe our creeds and articles without be- 
lieviag a word of them ? Do the majority of church-* 

B b 3 mco 
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men give themfclves a thought about the matter ? 
Do the great concern themfclves about any thing, 
but to keep church powers and dignities, as they 
find them, as moft conducive to their own politieal 
purpofes ? And do thofe who inflift the pains and 
penalties, believe one tittle more of the dodlrines, 
or more fcrupuloufly adhere to the difcipline, than 
thofe whom they afFe<5l to punifli profaJute an'mue? 
Indeed fhameof late h^ palfied the hand of long 
abufed power, or fear muzzled the tiger : but no 
thanks to eftablifliments. The ftatutes of Omri 
remain unrepealed. 

P. 243. You remind me of the malk in the 
fable. Is the prefent ecclefiaflical eftabliftimcnt (b 
beautifully complete, and all its principal limbs mo- 
dels of fuch Chriftian perfeftion ? But irony hardly 
fiiits a fubjeA fo awful. God forbid that magiftrates 
fhould enforce the exifting laws ! I hope never 
more to fee high church bigots daring again to op* 
prefs true Chriilianity by the rigid execution of 
penal ftatutes. Do you wi(h to revive the days of 
Laud ? I know you dp not. Vice, herefy, fchifm, 
and profanenefs muft be fubducd by other weapons, 
if we would make Chriftian conquefts. Nm tali 
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urtvilio. Prove tbe injury you fuflain,appcal toCaefar, 
receive damages. Let a jury of twelve good men 
and true, appreciate them. Witl a fpiritual court 
afford you a more equitable redrefs, or be more 
likely to maintain the peace and good order of 
fociet^' ? 

To be fijre " men fhould believe the do6lrines 
** they are bound to inculcate." But will this be 
^oft cffedlually fccured by voluntary aflbciations, 
or penal eftablifhments ? — How an cftabiifhment 
Aall be mod ivi/ely conJlruSed^ is the defideratum. 
Convoke all the real Chrifllans in the land. What 
would be their fuffrage ? Who would be c]ho(en 
their church governors ? What would be theif 
eftahli/htfieni ? I think fomcthing like what you have 
propofed in your firft volume of Church Hiftory# 
But, brotlier, you and I (bould be left diflenters in 
a lad minority, if not thinking with the multitude 
of great and little Chriftians around us, who have 
all the power, coqftitutes a diflenfion. And the 
church eftaWifhment, you and I (hould fom), would 
J^aye no pains aqd penalties, but the primitive ones^ 

B b 4 ;3Ldmo« 
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admonition — repeated — ^and if difregarded— exclu*- 
lion from the fociety of the faithful. Whatever 
goes farther than this, has no divine warrant for us 
tp follow. 

P. 244. Your ideas are Utopian, and at the iame 
time contradidtory to all you advance. Suppoic^ 
what is a very fuppofable cafe, fuch an antichrifltaa 
government as you mention, efiabliOied by the 
majority of any country. Who* fhall judge the 
wickednefs of ihe heart of thofe who do it, but God 
only ? Are the minority juftificd in refifimg fuch. 
authority ? Have tbcy a claim beyond toleration 
and peace ? Elfe where are your paflive principles 
^o often inculcated to the powers that be ? Is aq 
heterodox Chriftian governor to be refilled, and 
Nero to be obeyed ? — Leave governors of dates, 
who fupport falfe religion, wherq they ought to be 
left, to the judgments of God, But if thefe fall 
heavy on iheir heads, what will be the cafe with 
civil and ecclcfiaftical governors who fupport an 
eftablifhmi^nt, the fundamental articles of which 
the greater part no more bc}iere, than the perlbns 

it 
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it ceniures ? Nay^ aftonifhing to tell ! the moft 
eonfcientious preachers of the do6trine8 of that 
eflabliihinent fall the firil under thdr rebukes, fer 
believiog and a(diag as that very eftablifhment pre-^ 
(bribes. For whatever be the pretext employod^ 
the real offence is believing and [breaching the 
dodtrines with zeal in feajon cut of feafin. Yoii 
end I koow fucb an eftabliihment. 

P. 245, To be fure. Yqu and I do ib ttow^— 
ive (hould do the iame under Nero or Confiaptioa. 
^^ Reiblutdy fpread the Gofpel, and be content to' 
^* fufFer.*' Under the prcfent eftablifliment the- 
doflrinea of which we approve, and to the liturgy* 
of which, with fome fmall alterations and ihort- 
enings, not at all afFedting its fubftance, we accede^- 
yet from the abufes infeparable from all.eftabli(b» 
ments of Church and State united, we feel, that 
whilil unchriftian men rule, and rule they mu(^ 
whilft political maxims difpofc of all preferments in 
the Church, even fuppofing our own the bcft of all 
poflible penal and coercive eftabliihments, yet that 
beft is worfe than none. Confcicnce arid confen^' 
jopt penalties^ (hould form real Cbriilian union. 

I truft 
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I truft I have now proved to the ratisfa6lion of 
every true Chriilian, that the propofitions you (et 
out with, are utterly unfounded, and the very re- 
vcrfe of them, truth, ^f That Theodofius had no 
*f right to make his religion, that of the ftate uni- 
^ verfiJIy, with pains and pen^ties on the diflenters 
^ from bis impofitions.— That every man in this 
^* matter is to be left to his own confeience, undif- 
^^ turbed, as long as he is a peaceable fubjc<ft— - 
^f That it is an unwarranted violation of the right 
^f of private judgment to impofe religious (enti* 
^ ments on the fubje6ts of any government, with 
*^ pains and penalties for non-conformity — ^aod 
^ that therefore Theodofius, and all others who 
*^ have adled like him, are chargeable with a crimi- 
" nal abufe of authority." All which pofitions I 
trull I have left no longer *^ involved in diffi-> 
*^ cujutieb/' 
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AS moil formal and dead profeflbrs are firoDgly 
attached to the ihibboleth of party, and fbi* 
dious to place under fome opprobrious name, the 
faithful and spiritual minded, who witneft againft 
their ignorance and bigotry, I ynih to confi4er9 
what is the true fcriptural idea of fchiihi, and who 
are the fchifmatical, -and the fchifm makers^ 

5cbifm, or divifion, as applied to Omftiani, ia 
'the Reparation of one body of profeffing Cfariftiafis 
from .another, on whatever caiife it iifiay hava 
ariien ; and ufually is underilood in a criminal 
(cnfe, as originating in a proud, fa6tious fpirit, and 
deftitute of judifiable grounds of feparattonV 

It will therefore be neceflaiy to define the eflencd 
9( a true Church, in order to difcern when, and 

in 



S80 BlSaERTATIOH II. 

in what cafes reparation from thofe with whom we 
have been formerly joined^ is not only juftifiable^ 
but abfolutely neceflary^ according to the Scrip* 
tore. 

The paffions and tbeifirgudiccs of men are ready 
to darken their underftanding^ and to prevent a 
candid enquiry, £very man is difpofed to cttA 
bimfdf into an in&Uible judge^ and the church ta 
which he attaches hnnfelf^ as cxcluiively the only 

* * 

true Chardi ; and thus to look upo^ thofe, who 
join not in his opinions as deluded and miilaken i 
and fometimes, nay, too fifequently, this proceeds 
to all theafperity of anathemas ; and not only tho(e 
who differ from us are rgeiled from the title bf 
hrethren, but their ordinations invalidated, their 
haptifms difailowed^ and their Chriftianity, if not 
abiblutely denied, regarded as very equivocal. Till 
we can come to happier unity of fpirit, and thence 
to a nearer uniformity of fentiment, candor and 
mutual forbearance will become us all. It is not 
in the collifion of angry difputants, that the truth 
jM it is in Jefus, is to be fought, but in a humble 

fcnib 
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ienfc of oar limited capacities^ and iii eameft fup7 
plication to the Father of lights^ to lead itf inUf 

all truth, 

Refpedling a true Ohurch^ I do not know a more 
liberal and genuine defioition^ than is given by tho 
Church of England. 

The Church is '^ a fociety of faithful people^ 
where the word of God is truly preached^ nA 
the facraments duly miniftred/V I ihall letWt 
bigots to difpute about modes and focmi^ and aA« 
here to the fubftantial parts of a true Churcl^ 
according to this definition^ and then confider 
what feparation fh>m particular churches^ conUi- 
tutes fchifm as criminal. .\' . 

- I . ■ 

As the Church is the body of Chrift^ the meia* 
bers mufi be joined to him in one fpirit. This if 
the firfl and eflential charaderiilic. He has oaly 
a name to live ahd is dead^ who is defUtute of 
the mind of Cbriil. To be a faithful people, called 
to ht fiiifttSy is the only criterion of a true Cburclu 
Where this requifite is not founds no ibciety 

can 
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can claim to be a Cbriftian Church, but ThnU bd 
the fytiagogue of Satan, and whatever name it 
bears, it is anti-chriftian. 



True Cbriftiflnity is neceflarily focial. Tbej 
who love one another out of a pure heart fervently, 
naturally unite ; and as worfhip of their Lord, and 
communion with each other, is felt as their de» 
light as much as duty, therefore prayer atid pralie, 
edifying difcourfe, and fraternal communications; 
form a bond of aflbciation, which is every day pre-* 
paring them for the company and inheritance of 
the faints in light. 

This fociety of faithful people is peculiarly care-- 
ful to hold fail the faith once delivered to the 
faints; and, therefore, their firft concern is, to 
procure the word of God to be truly preached 

among them. As they are a fociety, fome funda- 
mental itrticles of faith mud neceflarily be the 
bond of their union in which they ap^ree, and the 
purity of which they jealoufly maintain among 
themfelves : and whatever fuch church, or fuch 
fociety have agreed upon, they have a right to en- 
force 
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force as the terms of communion ; and if the mi** 
nifter ceafes to preach fuch doArine, or to prefent 
a fuitable example correfpondent therewith, then 
that fociety, and every faithful individual of it, is, 
by the Scripture, bound to withdraw himfelf from 
fuch erroneous paftor qr teacher, when hig difmiflal 
cannot othcrwife be obtained. This voluntary * 
agreement in fundamental articles^ infringes no 
right of private judgment. Every man, as an in- 
dividual, may change his mind and withdraw ; but 
during fuch union, if any teacher bring another 
dodlrine, we arc not to bid him Grod fpced ; but 
contrarily from fuch withdraw thyfelf. And what 
God hath commanded can be no fchifm, in any 
criminal fenfe. 

The due adminiftration of the (acraments, bap- 
tifm and the fupper of the Lord, is eflential, as 
the connecting bond of outward union ; and what- 
ever be the mode of the adminiftration, about 
which fo many difputcs have arifen, this furely can 
be but a fubordinate confideration^ whilft the di- 
vine inftitutipns are obfcrvcd. 

Thefe 
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' Thdc conliderations being premifed, it will bd 
more eafily difcerped, who makes the fchifm, and 
who are the fcbifmatical^ whenever divifions enfue* 

In every church, whether conftituted of aggre- 
gate congregations, or confined to one individual 
ibciety, each of the aggregate congregations is in 
the fame fitaation as the individual fociety. And 
if oiiginally every bifhop had but one parifh, as 
King urges, within his fuperintendence, or as I 
have endeavoured to prove, befides his own peca- 
Kar cure, a fuperintending care of the prefbyters, 
and the churches eftablifhed in his town or vicin- 
age, in either cafe the claim of the people on their 
own pallor, prefbyter, or bifhop, was the fame. 
The eflential confiitution of every chiir^h, fingle 
or aggregate, is, that " the word of God fhould 
•* be truly preached among a fociety of faithful 
^^ people ;** and wherever this ceafed to be the 
cafe, there feparation became duty. 

] . If the paftor, prefbyter, or bifhop, is not a 
true preacher of God*s word, according to the 
dodtrines eftabliflied in the fociety of faithful peo- 
ple 
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pie where he tninifters, the difciples muft be fp- 

parated from him. 

* 

Reduce the eflential dodlrines to as few as poC- 
fible; I apprehend, in every Chriftian Church, 
which can truly deferve that name, that two at 
lead will be eftcemed fundamental. 1. The com-' 
pleat atonement made by the offering of the great 
facrifice, God and Man in one Chrift. And, 2dly, 
The neceffity of a divine change, by the real in- 
fluence, and communication of the Holy Ghoil, 
as a divine perfon, producing a new heart and 
a right fpirit, in thofe who in and of themfclves 
can do no good thing, 

I confine^yfelf to thefe, the clearcft, and moft 
important points of Chriftian dodlrine, admitted 
as of eflential confequence by every orthodox fo- 
ciety of Chriftians which has yet been formed. 

Therefore, if fuch paflor, prefbytcr, or bifliop, 
as prefides in the church to which I belong, deny 
thefe fundamental dodlrines : or in his preaching 
enters not into them ; but manifeits he neither be- 

Vol I. C c lieves 
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lieves them himfelf, nor wifhes to edify hisr focieif 
of faithful people in them — whatever authoritj 
. hath appointed fuch perfon over them, the faith- 
ful people are bound to withdraw themfelves from 
him, and to procure fuch a one as (hall preach to 
them the true word of God, according to the 
fundamental Chriiliau doctrines : and there is no 
fchifm in fuch a divifion from an unfbund teacher.: 
but he who occafions the feparation is the criminal 
perfon, 

2. It was admitted in all the primitive churchesff 
that immoral condu6t, and negligence of the flock, 
Werejuft caufcs for reje6ling fuch unfaithful bi- 
fhop, paftor, or prefbyter ; and that the Scripture 
no where fuggefts the idea of indeliblp characSter, 
or that any man, by whatever authority confti* 
tutcd, can be a minifter of Chrift, when he hath 
denied the faith in his teaching, and difhonoured 
it by his pradtice. 

I fhall not enter into minute difcuflions refpe<^- 
ing the proof neccflary. Fa6ls of this kind ufualiy 
carry with them n6 dubious evidence j and if the 

evidence 
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evidence be dubious, charity hopeth all things ; ' 
but if no doubt remains in my mind of what I 
have an opportunity of obferving every day ; if 
inftead.of a laborious preacher of God's holy word, 
and an ornamental walk in the doctrine of God 
our Saviour in all things, the reverfe is the fadl, 
whether attended with grofler immoralities or not, 
I am in duty bound to withdraw myfelf froni fuch, 
both for my own foul's good, and to bear a faith** 
ful teftimony for the fake of my brethren. And 
where no fa6lious, proud, or contentious fpirit is 
the ground of fcparation, but a full convidlion of 
facfts, determining my confcience in the decilion, 
there no fchifm can be juftly chargeable ; contrari- 
wife, fuch a faithful confeflion, the great Head of 
the Church will honour, in obedience to whom, 

# 

we come out, and feparate, and touch not the 
unclean things 

I enter not here into the confideration, which 
among the churches of Chriftendom is the bed 
conftituted in its model, and moft apoftolical in 
its adminiftration. If I belong to the beft aggre- 
gate fociety originally, into which corruption of 

C c 2 principle 
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principle and pradlice has entered, fo as to* rnfc6t 
the teacher where I am fituated, my duty is to 
quit fuch teacher, and fuch fociety as maintains 
communion A¥ith him, and to feek the fundamen- 
tals of a true Church wherever I can find them^ 
and to join with that, in which, according to the 
beft of my knowledge, the word of God is preach- 
ed in greateft purity, and adorned in the pradlice 
of the bifhopy prefbyter, or,paftor, with his con^ 
gregation in greatcft fpirituality* 

Many differences of opinions and modes of 
worfhip, may admit intercommunion — and all 
hafty and needlefs divifions arc to be guarded 
againfl, as productive of the word confcquenccs. 
But where fundamentals are loft, and only names 
and forms remain, there we can have no fellow- 
fhip, and the word of God commands open fepa« 
ration and avowal of the caufe. 



DISSER^ 
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DISSERTATION III. 



ON INFIDELITY. 



REMARKS ON MR. GIBBOx's FIFTEENTH AND SIX- 
T£B>fTU CHAPTERS, ON THE DECLINE AND 
FALL OF THE S.01(IAN EMPIRE. '. 



A S I have been obliged in the eourfe of my 
•*- -^ enquiries to examine carefully the celebrated 
Gibbon, I know no more proper place for the in- 
trodudlion of my remarks, than the clofe of this 
century, when Chriftianiiy completely triumphant 
over heathenifm, and its philofophical abettors, had 
nearly expelled it from the bounds of the Roman 
empire ; and fprcad its vidlorious banners alfo over 
the moft diftant nations, beyond the Roman pale^ 
The envenomed and infidious attacks of the moft 
admired writers againft Chriftianity in the prefent 
age, are well known. Some of them have already 
developed the fatal cfFecfls of their philofophical 
religion ; and turned thofe very perfccutors, againft 
Jirhich their cry was fo loud and fo violent. Vol- 

C c 3 tairc. 
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taire, Roufleau, and others, have, indeed, proved 
very fuccefsful apoftlcs of infidelity, impicfty, and 
impurity. Mr. Gibbon ranks among the firft of 
thejr converts, and the moft zealous for propa- 
gating their faith, or no faith, (hall I fay — ^though, 
to fpeak accurately, they are wondrous believers^ 
and their credulity, in all that regards infidelity, 
is amongtthe flriking traits of their charadler. la 
all their arguing againft Chriftiahity, they are 
compelled to rcjedl evidence, and draw conclu- 
sions, infinitely more oppofite to all the allowed 
axioms of credibility and teftimony, than any 
thing chargable on the fadts they would impeach, 
or the perfons they would depreciate. Glory to 
God, the truth as it is in Jefus, defies the impo- 
. tent attacks fi{ its moft envenomed adverfaries. 

AfFedling the greateft candor, and profefling 
to appeal to authority, (not always admiffiblc,) 
McfTrs. Gibbon, Hume, and others, as eminent 
for their abilities, as diftinguifhcd by their enmity 
againft every thing which Chriftians hold facred, 
have endeavoured to undcnniwc the foundations 
of their hope, and to brand revelation as impof- 

tUPC. 
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turc. And 1 have no doubt, that however afliired 
they never did, nor ever will make one convert to 
their principles from real Chriftianiiy ; yet, among 
the herd of nominal Chriftians their fucccfs will be 
ample. Where men are Chriftians merely becaufc 
it is the religion of their cpuntry, adopted mider 
the prejudices of education, and held merely in 
name and form, inftead of power, and much afliir- 
ance of its divine origin, I marvel not that the 
fophifms, ridicule, and unfair reprefcntations of 
infidel writers, fet forth in the mod agreeable ftile, 
ibould produce abundant efFedls : and be peoa- 
liafly welcome to -men of congenial minds and 
manners, who cannot but wijh to be perfuaded, 
that all thofe awful declarations of the word of 
God may be fal/e^ which muft be their eternal 
condemnation if admitted to be true. They can- 
not therefore but naturally defire tq emancipate* 
themfelves frqm the bondage which a guilty con- 
fcience brings, and to give a freer icope to the in- 
ijulgences which a corrupted nature craves, with- 
put being fubjecl to a fearful looking for of judg- 
jnent, the terrible wrath of God revealed from 
J^eayen againft all ungodlinefs and unrighteoufnefs 

Cc4 of 
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of men. They try to perfuade themfelves that all 
Iponfibility to the great Judge of quick and dead is 3 
chimera — that body and foul have the fame period of 
cxiflence, and that like the beafts of the field we 
pcrifli and are extin6l — that every man who is tired 
of life has a pcrfe6l right to put an end to it-— that 
after death all is darknefs and eternal fleep. Such 
principles, however philofophical, however ably fup- 
ported by thefe ingenious men, and however defira- 
ble they may appear to thofe who wifh their own 
utter extindlion, becaufe they dread an ex.i(tcncc 
beyond the grave ; yet, to men of a plain capacity as 
I am, and who am not alhamed to confeft my hope 
and defire of immortality with God my Saviour in 
glory evcriafting ; thcfe opinions, far from con^ 
vcying confolatory truths, or carrying with them 
convidlion to the mind, we cannot but deplore as 
errors the moft fatal to mankind, and doctrines of 
devils, whofc tendency leads as furcly to the diflblu- 
tion of every bond which mod flrongly cements fo- 
cicty together ; as to the milery, ruin, and defpair 
of every individual : whofc profpcCls muft be 
wretched indeed, if annihilation is the bed of their 
expcdations. For the pamful fomcthing within, 

that 
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that cannot wholly be extinguiftied, will at leaft 
raife (ad fufpicion and mifgivings, and even in the 
moft hardy infidel, I believe, fpcak fometimes ia 
fenfations that cannot eafily be appeafed : but, ad- 
mitting the confcience perfcdlly cauteriied, and 
that infcnfibility which they covet a6lually pof- 
fefled, thefc men are furely in no enviable fitua- 
tion. Even according to the didtates of common 
fenfe, any hope, even though fallacious, is prefer- 
able to the defpair of gloomy infidelity, as during 
its exercife, it affords at lead a pleafing and falu- 

« 

tary delufion. But the hope of the Gofpel is no 
cunningly devifcd fable. Let every thing our ad- 
vcrfaries can produce (land forth in open day, we 
are ready to meet them ; and we hope in point of 
abilities or argument, (hall not be found their in- 
feriors, notwithftanding their afi^e6led contempt of 
the groveling votaries of revelation. Confcious 
that ^^ the fooliflinefs of God is wifer than men, 
^* and the wcaknefs of God is fl.rongcr than men/* 
we dare leave the divine truth which we produce, 
to reft on its own eternal bafis, and to repel tho 
rude ailaults of its moft envenomed opponents. 

Indeed, 
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Indeed, the writings of Mr. Gibbon, eipectally 
his poilhumous works, afford, like the tail of the 
mttlcfnake, a warning againfl bis bite, and an an-r 
tidote for his poifon. A man openly blafpheming 
the name of God, and ofFenfivcly profane in print, 
avowedly intemperate, and not aih^med to gibbet 
himfclf as fold to a minifter for a pjace or a pen- 
fion, can, with an ill grace, revile Chrifiianit^'j^ 
and vaunt his heathen ethics. And what mul^ 
furikc the mod inattentive reader, the difgufting 
impurity of his repeated quotations, op which he 
appears to dwell with fuch delight, dcbafos the 
dignify of the hifioric page, and holds up to con^ 
tempt and abhorrence, a mind utterly vitiated, and 
brutiflily corrupt* Indeed, I believe, it will be 
always found, that wherever a man fcts bis wits 
at work to revile the religion of the Son of God, 

m 

his temper and conduct will dccnonftrate as fla- 
grant a violation of all the Gofpel precepts, as tho 
bitterncfs of his enmity will betray itfclf in his op- 
polition to the Gofpel doctrines. 

How Profcflbr Robertfon and others coulcj 
meanly inccnfe fuch men as thefc, fenfible of the 

impurity 
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impurity and impiety which breathe in their writ- 
ings, is an awful and mortifying evidence how 
little the fpirit of truth influences many, who call 
themfelves Chriftian men, and even profefs to be 
Chriftian miniftcrs. Surely againft all fuch, our 
indignation is juft. But whilft falfe profeilbrs have 
bafely betrayed the interefts of Chriftianity, her 
real, but imprudent friends have often done much 
harm to the caufe, which thev meant to defend. 
They have taken untenable ground, and fuppofed 
they could convince infidels by rcafoning with 
them on their own principles. Thus elaborate 
defences of Chriftianity, and apologies for the Bi- 
ble, with great evidence of learning, and critical 
acumen have appeared ; but. did thefe ever con- 
vince one infidel, or make him a real convert to 
Gofpel truth ? — I trow not. The ftrong fortrefs of 
the corrupted heart muft be ailaulted with wea- 
pons of another temper, by the Avord of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God, whether men will hear, 
or whether they will^ forbear. Till the divine grace 
open the underftanding to undcrftand the Scrip- 
tures, all the mighty arguments of theological po- 
lemics will leave men juft as it found theni» ;,rop- 

ing 
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kig for the wall as blind. And the theologians them-* 
fetves^ bowever acute logicians, deep in ipetaphy-r 
fics or mathematics, and verfed in all the learned 
lore, if not taught of G&d^ will know nothing of 
real Chrifi'iamty as they ought to know. Yet it \% 
not the lefs true, that Chriftianity, though not 
founded on argument, nor (landing iti the wtfdom 
of men, but in the power of God, is attended 
with moral evidence of a nature fo luminous, and 
fadls fo well fubflantiated, .is to leave thofe utterly 
without excufe who ^^ negle^ fo great felvation, 
which began firft to be fpokcn oy the Lord, and 
was confirmed to us by thofc who heard him.'* 
The Debt ihincth in darkncfs, and the darkncfs 
comprchcndeth it not, bccaufe the heart is in fault. 
Men hate the light, neither come unto the light, 
bt- caufc their deeds arc evil. In point of evidence, 
the Gofpel challenges enquiry into its divine 
authority, and prcfents a fcries of fa<Rs and wit- 
ncffcs, which the farther they arc traced, lead to 
the ftrongeft moral demovfrraUoriy that ii is imfojfibh 
Chr'iJl'ianUy Jhoiild not he true. But a man even 
ilms convinced, is only ahmjl^ not allogether Chrijl 
ii{in. He receives it as the magis •^robalnle^ (the 

molt 
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irtoft probable,) like Ciccro*s tufculan que(lk)n8; 
but a new and more ingenious fophiil brings him 
back again tx) fcepticirm, till be has repeated the 
proccfa^ if he happens to be capable of doing it, 
and fifted out all the new fallacies of reafoningy 
pcrvcrfion of evidence, or definition of terms* A 
ihorter method is revealed in the holy book, and 
that, which alone can change the reed for the 
rock, when the divine tefiimony really enters the 
confcience, " in power and in the Hc4y Gho(^ 
" and in much aflurance," 



/ 



The Scriptures of truth, wherein holy men 
fpake, as they were moved by the Holy Ghof^ 
carry the (lamp of divinity upon them. Though 
the proud reafoner fays, ^ Are we blind alfo ^ 
And the corruption of the human heart, like the 
fcuttle fifh, emits the black juice, which darkens 
the medium, through which the beams of truth 
eannot enter. Tbefe Scriptures have defcended to 
us unimpaired, amidft the unfaithful depofitaries 
with whom they have been often, cntrufted, and 
the polluted channels of traditions, which have at- 
tempted to blur the Icaves« The very divil]pnd.(rf* 

the 



ZQ8 dissertation 111. 

the Church, amidft all other evils, have produced 
tkis good. So many were watching each other's 
halting, that attempts to falfify would have turned 
to the confufion and difgrace of the fraudulent^ 
To a real Chriftian they bring with them a de- 
jmonftration of their fpirit and power, and their 
divine origiijal is conclufively evidenced, in th^ 
divine influence .which fiill attends them. Thefe 
wacles of God are to be fimply produced — ^to them 
we mud make our appeal — to the word, and to 
theteflimony. Infidels have never entered into 
the nature of real Chriftianity. A church which 
phrift difowns, has been the butt of their ridicule, 
and abufes unchrlfiian have given the weight to 
their arguments. When we go to ecclefiaftical 
hiflorians, and produce fathers and confeflbrs, we 
are in danger of quitting the facred ground, and 
of giving the adverfary the advantage, for which 
they had been manoeuvring. Much evil, mingled 
with much good in the very earlieft days of Chris- 
tianity, as 1 have admitted, and fhewn. The myfr- 
tery of iniquity began already to work, even in 
the time of the apoftles, in pride, contention and 
worldly-mindcdncfs : but the Church of Chrift is 

inde- 
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independent of men, and needs no fnppOrt froiw 
human authority, any more than it refts on the 
falfe miracles and fuperftitions with which it hatb 
been difgraced in the lives and writings of ibme of 
its profeflbrs, and againft which infidels dire(3ing 
their artillery, have borne off their impotent tro- 
phies. The foundation of God flandeth fuife* 



The 15th and l6th chapters of Mr. Gibbon*# 
Hiftory of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Em- 
pire, concentrate all his arguments againft the re- 
ligion of Jefus. Ingenious and 4n(idious as Aef 
appear, I have read them with attention, and I 
hope without undue prejudice to the argument^ 
however evidently convinced of the wickednefs of 
the man ; and I may venture to afTert, that no real 
Chriftian need be apprehcnfive of any dangerous 
effedls from fuch unfair ftatements, and maliciow 
infinuations. His ignorance of the truly Cbriftiaa 
charadler which is the fubje<3: of his oontempt, 
difarms the malignity of his fuggeftions ; and his 
attempts to depreciate the Gofpel of Chrift, diC- 
covers how little he is acquainted with the real 
dignity of our nature, and the means Which can 

only 
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only epoble it. I have attentively followed him 
through the mazes of fly infinuation and treach^-- 
ous commendation, and am perfaadedthe more the 
grounds of his charges arc examined the Icfs force 
will they have to fliake our confidences. 

The herd of nominal Chriftians who live without 
Chrift in the world eagerly embrace infidelity as a 
refuge ; and however flow of heart to believe all 
that prophets and apoftles have fpoken, are abun« 
dantly credulous refpedling thefc new philofophic 
miflSonaries. They fwallow. down with avidity the 
defirable fuggeftions of annihilation and impunity. 
Enchanted with the brilliant flile of -a Gibbon or a 
Voltaire, they miftake the corrufcations of wit for 
argument, and the fallies of ridicule as the infalli- 
ble ted of truth. But thefe fliafts pierce not the 
Ihield of a real Chriftian's faith : they ferve only to 
flrengthen his confidence, whilft he fees the im- 
potence of his foes. He is founded on the rock 
of ages. 

I have carefully perufcd the elegant hiftorlan, 
and among a multitude of mifrcprefcntations, I 

have 
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have fele&ed a few as evidence^ bow little credit is 
to be paid to his ftatemeats, refpedting real Chri/H^ 
amty, tbe nature of whicb be certainly never un^ 
derftood. 

1 . It is not true, that faith is the only merit of a 
Chriftian. It never was eftecmed meritoriom, in any 
3g^) ^y I'^I Cbriitians. They have ever difclaimed 
all idea of merit. They have always acknowledged 
their faith to be the gift of God. Merit in creature^ 
thdr whole lyftem utterly difowns. 

2. It is not true, thnt Tnorai virtues may be equaJly 
fraiiifed hy infidels. The very reverfe is the Scrip* 
ture dodlrine : it teaches^ that deftitute of the di- 
vine principle o'ifaithy which worketh by love, there 
is nothing but evil in the human heart and prac- 
tice — ^that the appearances of moral virtue, without 
this are merely fpecious and delufive ; and only 
what our article defcribes them, fplendida peccata, 
fplendid iniquities, originating in no divine princi- 
ple ; not performed according to the divine order ; 

nor deligned, nor tending to advance the divine 
glory. 

Vol. I. Dd They 



409 BtSSERTATIONT IH. 

They who would confute the facred oracles^ and 
the faith once delivered to the faints, fhould under^ 
iiand them. Where the fuppoiition on which a 
man argues is falfe^ all the poignancy of ridicule 
cannot make it true. 



3. If we celebrate thefatiGiiy of our ancefiors^ k 
is not that we fuppofe, that faints only exifted in 
primitive times; and that there are not fuch as 
really at prefent^ and probably in as confiderable a 
number, as in any age of Chriftiatrity. 751^ prt^ 
feni fucceffors are not degenerate. Every real Ckrtp- 
tian is the fame in every age. The faints of old 
were not more pure : and as to their being mart 
anjlerey I apprehend vital Cbriflianity, ancient or 
modern, alike difclaimed, whatever was contrary to 
the amiable firaplicity of truth. But in feme men's 
eyes all genuine purity wears the forbidding garb 
of aufterity; and cannot but do fo, till they have 
known by experience that Chrift's yoke is ealy, and 
his burden light. 



4. The reproach^ whether ancient or modern^ that 
the moft atrocious crminals^ and pcrlbns very wicked^ 

vrera 
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\rerc the prc^reft fubjedls for Chriftianity, in pre- 
ference to thoie who had followed the diSates of 
benevolence and propriety^ is demonftrative of the 
deepeft ignorance, and perverfion of the Scripture 
dodlrine ; and provres how much the wife man re^ 
fembles the vulgar, in the apprehenfion of Gofpel 
truth. Becaufe it is afHrmed, that every man alike 
needs the remedy which the Scripture reveals, and 
that it is equally /r^r for the. chief of finners, does 
it follow that we fliould ** do evil that good may 
" come ?" The Apoftle forefaw fuch flanders 
would be reported, and fuch inferences drawn, and 
meets them with an awful warning, Rom. iii. 8^ 
Whoje damnation is jujl. If by a life of peniience, 
Mr. Gibbon would infer a tife of penance^ fuch as 
monkifh abufe introduced, and that fuch perfeSion 
was the ruling pajfion^ he miljakes the pradice of 
real Chriftianity, Error receives no confecration 
from its antiquity, 

I will take the confeffion of an adverfary, and 
beg him to produce among all his infidel acquaint- 
ance a portrait io honourable to every thing truly 
dignifie4 in huooanity, as he confciles the charadter 
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of the Chriftian to have been—" Aterfe to tbe 
^ gay luxuries of the age ; inured to cbaftity, tem- 
" perance^ ooconomy^ ^nd all the fober and do- 
'^ meftic virtues. With the ftriAeft integrity, and 
^^ the faireil dealing even &bove fufpi^ion : humble^ 
'^ meek, patient : adhering more clofely to each 
^^ other in periiecution: admired by the infideU 
around them for their mutual charity, apd un- 
fu(pe6ting confidence.'* That any man fboold 
treat fuch ch«:a6ler6 with contempt^ and turn them 
into ridicule, can give us but a very mean opinion 
of his own. To afcribe fuch condu6l to a pride of 
reputation^ for the honour of their feS^ is highly un- 
candid and difingenuous. Is Mr. Gibbon a diA 
cerner of fpirits ? 

That their conduQ was thus admirably exemplary, 
and their fufferings inexpreffibly great, even tlieir 
pagan and infidel revilcrs are compelled to admits 
to whatever caufc they are pleafcd to afcribe thefe 
things. Nor can there be a flronger proof of a 
divine energy and original than this — ^that fo vafl a 
body of men — fo immenfely difperfed— with every 
worldly inducement to pervert them froRi the purity 

- ^ of 
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of the faith— expofed to the contempt and ridicule 
of the wife — and expedling every torment which 
diabolical malice and tyranny could invent — ^that, 
as is confefled, fuch men aflbciated for purpofes fo 
blcfled, is in my view a miracle greater than the 
inverfion of the ordinary courfe of nature, on any 
particular occaiion. And all that is advanced by 
^he fpirit of infidel philofophy to depreciate fuch 
tranfcendent excellence, ftrongly reminds me of 
Satan in Milton, turning frojn the glorious' lumi- 
nary of day, " to tell thee how I hate thy beams." 
Chriilians a6led under the influence of principles^ 
as tranfcendently above all ancient or modem 
fyilems of morals y as revelation is fuperior to falla* 
cious reafoning, and certitude to conjecture. The 
divine principle of faith working by love, philoip-*> 
phy is as little papable of appreciating as of com- 
prehending. 

5. As untruS is the aflertion, that Chrifiiansin 
ijtts world were not defirom of making them/elves 
agreeable or ufeful — the rcverfe necejfarily follows 
from their above admitted charadler. They en- 
joyed in this world greater comfort, were naorc 

P d 3 agreeaU^ 
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agreeable fecietyy and communicated greater hJeJpngs 
to all around them, than the mod voluptuous, or 
the mod philofopbic : and they continue to do fo. 

The defcription of their felf-denial is in many 
inftances exaggerated, and caricatured. And where 
monkifli and felf-ordained mortifications prevailed, 
as it is to be lamented they often did, with innu- 
merable abufes, it was not Chriftianity, but fome of 
its miftaken profeflbrs who were to be blamed. 
They who underftood the Scriptures, and followed 
the examples of the Apoftles and firft difciples of 
Jefus, though avowedly, and jealoufly feparating 
themfclves from this prefent evil world, and every 
thing earthly, fcnfual, and devilifli in it : yet ufed 
the world, without abufing it. They regarded 
what they held in providence, as given them in all 
ihings richly to enjoy — They lived joyfully with th^ 
ivife of their youth — They eat their meals with joy 
and gladnefs-^-and ufed wine in a temperate manner. 
All public places indeed, where impurity and im- 
piety were eftablifhed by law, they avoided. The 
fcenes of riot and feftivity, which others coveted 
and fought, gave them no delight. They could 

not 
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not drink a chearful glafs with the philofophcr ; 
laugh at the bon mot or double entendre ; or en- 
joy the quotation of broad impurity, provided it 
was wrapped up in a foreign language. The 
things in which a liberal philofophic mind in- 
dulged they then, as we now, regarded with grief 
and abhorrence ; but they were not the lefs happy, 
or agreeable on this account. Their enjoyments 
were of a nobler kind, and procured more fubftan- 
tial and real bleflednefs, fuch as the world could 
not give, and was equally unable to take away. 

In ufelcfs extravagance of drefs or furniture, it 
was impoffiblc they Ihould find plcjfurc, who had 
fo much more delightful an employment for their 
fuperfluities : efpccially iX a time when the fufFer- 
ings and difirtUci? of their brethren called forth 
every exertion for their relief. Indeed the very 
fclf-denial which enabled them for thefe noble a6ls 
of Chriftian charity, muft have communicated the 
moft pleaiing of all fcnfations. I will allow a cold- 
hearted felf-indulgent and philofophic man, who is 
no Chriftian^ to ridicule or defpife what he hath 
never felt nor can conceive. They have their 

D d 4 punifti- 
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puniflinient already in the lofs of a pleafure, which 
they have no capacity to enjoy : even the delight of 
doing goodf upon the noble principle of fraternal 
afFedlion, kindled " by the love of God, (bed abroad 
^* in our hearts through the Holy Ghoft given 
•^ unto us." 

I certainly am not one of Mr. Gibbon's unfeeling 
candidates for heaven. I am perfuaded the true 
Chriftian never faw any thing in the Scripture 
which forbad him to admire the beautiful gate of 
the temple, or the harmony of found with which 
the fervice was attended. Our Lord and his dif- 
ciples conftantly reforted thither. They fang them- 
felves, and often, as is recorded: and this is marked 
as a prominent feature in the primitive Chriftian 
worfhip. Inftead of prohibition, we are command- 
ed to fpeak one to another in pfalms, and hymns, 
and fpiritual fongs, fingirig and making melody in 
^ our hearts unto the Lord. And inftrumental mufic 
has not a finglc fyllable againft it in the New 
Teftament, as we know it was the habitual pradlice 
of the old. That Chriflians abhorred the bac- 
chanaiian chorus, or the impure odes to Venus, 

and 
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and her votaries Lydia or Cfajoe; tkat they fbould 
refafc to mix with lingers and dancers^ and flage 
players, is not to be wondered. They had better 
company in the commanion of faints, and purer 
delights in the fongs of Zion. 

If fome, like TertuUian or Origen, abfurdly pre- 
fumed to condemn what the Scripture hath no 
where forbidden, the mi flakes of fuch men arc no 
more to be imputed to Chriftianity, than the 
fooleries of St. Anthony or Pope Pius. 

6. It is not true, that the virtue of the primitive 
Chriftians was guarded hy poverty and ignorance. In 
Tadl, poverty and ignorance never made men more 
virtuous. Look at the inferior ranks of lite in any 
country ; you would hardly from them take your 
models of virtue. But in fa6l, the fuppofition lU 
felf is contrary to truth. Every real Chriftian muft 
have been le/s poor and le/s ignorant, -ns it is now, 
than thofe of his own condition in life. The very 
Scriptures to which they attended, and their mutual 
dcfire of edification, did then as ever, make thofe 
who were Chriftians indeed a far better informed 

* * r 1 
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iet of perfons than any around them. It is the fame 
at this day, the body of real Chrijliansj who are 
chiefly found among the inferior ranks of life, are 
abundantly fuperior in knowledge to thofe in their 
own flation. And as to ihtir poverty , it is evident, 
from Mr. Gibbon himfelf^ that they were the moft 
induilrious and retired ; enemies j:o difHpation and 
luxury ; and therefore, they tnujl have earned morCy 
and wajled lefs^ than others of the fame rank or 
profeflion. And it is experimentally demonftrable 
this muft have been the cafe, elfe they could not 
have (b often and fo largely contributed to the re- 
lief of their brethren, and frequently of their ene- 
ipies. Nor could they have gained from heathens 
thcmfelves fuch praife for charity and liberality, if 
their indufiry and prudence had not enriched them. 
It is the fame this day : there is 77iore knov:lcdgc and 
lejs want among real Chriftians than among others 
in fimilar flations of life. 

7. I except to many of the fathers, as the oracles 
of Chriflian chaJtUy. And Mr. Gibbon's highly 
charged canvas exhibits no portrait, refembling 
what is defcribed in the Scriptures of truth, or ex- 
emplified 
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cmpHfied in the lives of the Apodles and their dil^ 
ciplcs. I am ready to acknowlerige and lament, 
thnt frillchoo'J and folly too early crept into the 
profeiTine Church ; but we vindicate no abufes, 
110! could they poflibly contribute to the fpread of 
real Chriftianity. It is dilingenuous to quote abufts 
as Cnriflian practices, and fuch men as Origen as 
examples. Chnllity is among the firflf of Chriftian 
duties. The rules for it are in the Scripture ex- 
plicil and clear. Marriage was not tolerated z^ a 
dcfecl, but enjoined as honourable for all. It 
jcould not be confidered as degrading, when the 
firft of thii apoftles, and the brethren of the Lord, 
led about with them, a wife, a filler, as their faith- 
ful and conftaiit companion. The whole circle of 
revelation affords no inftances of forbidding to 
marry, nor of the unlawfulnefs of fecond marri- 
ages ; but exprefsly enjoins the younger widows to 
marry, and not affedl a ftatc which might be dan- 
gerous to their virtue. But as the impediments 
of a fiimily would be very great in the way of itine- 
rant cvangelifts ; and in days of perfecution, the 
anxieties about thefe tender relatives much en-^ 
creafed : thefe were flated, as reafons to thofe ^o 

circum- 
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circumfunced, for the preference of a (ingle life. 
The advantages and difadvantages in their prefent 
iituation^ were compared, without laying unne* 
ceiiary Tftftraint, or putting a fnare in the way of 
the difciples. 

As to the tnerif of the/acrifice, Mr. Gibbon muft 
nnderftand very little of the revelation of God, if 
he fuppofes the idea of rfrerh entered ever into a 
real Chriftian's view ; and thole fathers who could 
urge fuch a coniideration, could know little more 
of true Chriftianity than the pagans themfelves. 

8. It is not true, that t/ie lofs of fenfual fleafure 
was lupplied, and compenfated hyfpiritual pride. 
I apprehend no evidence of this can be adduced^ 
as originating in any principle of Chriftianity, or 
deducible from the pradlice of any, who deferved 
the name of Chriftians. Pride of every fort ftands 
in Scripture marked with the brand of rcprobacy, 
cfpecially fpiritual pride ; they muft be unworthy 
of the name of Chriftian who could indulge the 
one or the other. Thofc who were thus charge- 
i^ble, exhibited no feature of primitive Chriftianity, 
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The Church is not to be fought in the herd of pro- 
fcObvs, but in the few faithful. 

The caricature of Chufiianity would naturally 
catch the ridicule of the philofopher ; but the ex-* 
travagancies or follies here noticed, prove only 
how foon delufions ijpread. The true Chrift'mn was 
ever a man of a different fpirit. Gnoflicifm and 
Origenifm were no more Chriflianity at that day, 
than monkery and popery are Chriflianity now. I 
may add, I hope not invidioufly, that a philofopbic 
batchelor, whofe principles reflrained him from no 
fenfual fiUaJuresj will be allowed but a moderate 
judge of Chriflian purity. 

9. It is not true that Chriftlans were averfe t& 
huftmfs. Their induflry as well as temperance^ 
was by Mr. Gibbon before admitted. Their aver*' 
fion to war, and to the magiftracy, arofe, I appre-^ 
hend, from the moft confcientious motives. Ido- 
latry was (b interwoven in both thele, that every 
day they muft have violated what they held mofi 
fftcred, and contri>6led the deepefl guilt, if they 
fubmkted to bear a part in either. Their pafiive^ 

neft 
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iie(8 sroCt from the nobleft motives ; but I no 
where difcover the unlawfulnefs of defending their 
country againft barbarians, as either taught in the 
Ubie, or pleaded for by any Chriftian ; if the hor- 
rible crime of idolatry had not been included ia 
all military fervice. The very oath, the enfigns, 
the images that reared tl^^ir heads in every legion, 
£>rbad the pollibility of their becoming foldiers. 
It were better for them to fufFer any thing, than 
to fin. To men of no confcience this may be 
treated as a ridiculous fcruple. They are not the 
proper judges. The ambiguous anjivers they are 
&id to have returned to their revilers, fhew that 
they did not difclaim all felf-dcfence ; but that 
there were circumftanccs which, as the Romanl 
armies were then regulated, precluded their fer- 
vice. It was fufficient, without fuggelting another 
reafon, that they dared not worftiip a falfe God, 
nor even appear to do fo* 

10. It is not true, that ihe ambition of being 
raifed to the honours and offices of the Churchy was 
the principle which animated the zeal of the pri- 
mitive CbrilUans. It would^ indeed, be contrary 

ta 
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to the experience of all mankind before, that men 
fhould affedl fituations, where the labour wai 
great, the danger of the moft imminent kind, the 
earthly advantage none, and themfelves treated, at 
lead by all the wife and great, as the .moft Gon-» 
temptible and defpicable of beings. If men were 
goaded by ambition, this feems a ilrange mode of 
•gratifying their aitive pajpons : when fo many no- 
bler obje6ls prefented themfelves to thofe who 
afpired to greatncfs ; and efpecially to men endued 
with fuch lingular talents, as Mr. Gibbon afcribes 
to them, of " sloquence^ Jirmnefs, knowledge of man* 
*^ khui, and dexterity in hujinefs^'* It is lingular 
enough, that the wife hifiorian Ihould fuppofe 
himfelf better acquainted with thefecret motive of 
iheir affionSy than thefe good men themfelves. It 
would indeed be an uncommon phenomenon, that 
ambitious candidates for diftindion, and minds lb 
nobly furnilhed, Ihould prefer poverty, ^bufe, con- 
tempt, and fufFerings of every kind, to which . 
they knew themfelves as pallors to be expofcd in 
a more eminent manner, for the fake of an influ- 
ence and dominion to be acquired and maintained 

over 
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pver a few ddpicable follower^ in the loweft nmi: 
of life^ and upon whoTe ap{nt>bation and choice 
all their pre-eminence confefledly depended : and 
this in xiereli6lion of all the advantageous prof- 
pe6b which offered themfelves in the world around 
them^ where fuch talents could hardly fail in ie- 
curing the natural objedls of ambition. A noan 
who wilhes me to believe this, has a right to ridi* 
cule my credulity, if I could receive fuch ielf- 
evident oontradidlions. 

Yet where no immediate bias to diftort the truth 
of fadls, in order to fiipport the caufe of infidelity, 
leaves him an impartial witnefs, I will quote Gib« 
bon with pleafure. I am confcious his authority 
is more likely to weigh with the world in general, 
than mine. I will therefore fimply report his ac- 
count of the government and nature of the prinii- 
tive Church. I think we fhall not in this point 
. greatly differ. Hear the hiftorian. 






The apoftles declined the office of legiflation, 
refpefting any form of Church government, 

" leaving 
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** leaving the Chriftians of every future age, the 
^' liberty of varying it, according to the changes 
•' of time and circumftances.'* 
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The ibcieties infiituted through the Roman 
empire were united only by the tics of faith and 
charity. Independence and equality formed the 
^^ bafis of their internal regulation.'* 

^^ The public fundlions of religion were en- 
trufted with the hljliops and frejbyters ; two ap- 
pellations which, in their origin, diftinguifhed 
^^ the fame office, and the fame order of perfons. 
\ The noxn^ fr^yter was expreffive of their age, 
or rather of their gravity and wifdom. The title 
*' o{hijhop denoted their infpedtion over the faith 
and manners of the Chriftians, under their pa{^ 
toral care. In proportion to the reipedlive nom- 
^^ ber of the faithful, a larger or fmaller number 
^ of thefe epifcopal prejbyters guided each infant 
'^ congregation with equal authority, and with 
^^ united counfels.** 

Vol. !• E e « Tho 









€€ 

J 



AIS PI5S£11TATI0N nU 

** The moft pcrfedl equality of freedom reqniref 
^ a fuperior magiftrate : to maintain order in pub- 
** lie deliberations, &c. This led to chufe one of 
" the wifcft among their prefbytefs to execute, 
^ during his life^ the duties of their eeclefiaflical 
governor. It was under thefc eireumitances^ 
that the lofty title of biihop began to raife itfelf 
" above the humble appellation of prelbyter/* — ^ 
** Epifcopat government appears to have been ' in- 
" troduced before the end of the firft century."— 
"The pious and humble prefbyters, firft dillin^- 
•* guiihed by the epifcopal title, could not poiiefs, 
••: would probably have rejected, the power and 
** pomp which now encircles the mitre.'* 

" Their jurifdidlion confided in the adminif-* 

« 

" tration of the facraments, the difcipline of the 
** Churchy the jatorfhlp, ordination of miniflers, to 
*' whom the biljiop afligned their refpe<5liv€ func- 
•* tions, the management of the public fund, and 
•• the determination of differences, &c." 

" Thefc powers, during a fliort period, were 
^ excrcifcd according to the advice of the prciby- 

" terial 
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** terial college, and with the confent and appro- 
** bation of the whole aflcmbly of Chriflians. The 
primitive bifhops were confidcred only as the 
firft of their equals, and the honourable fervants 
of a free people. At his death. another was 
chofen among the prefbyters, by the fufFrage of 
^* the whole congregation." 

^* Su(ch was the equal conftitution by which the 
'* Chriftians were governed more'than a hundred 
** years, after the death of the apolllcs." 

The abufes which gradually changed this fim- 
, plicity into a lordly hierarchy, and a worldly (anc-* 
tuary, have boen already detailed, and need not 
be repeated. 

The following juft defcription of the pagan 
world cannot be read without application to more 
modem days, and (hews with what rapid ftrides 
we are returning to the good old paths of atheifm. 
** The faOiion of incredulity was communicated 
" from the philofopher to the man of pleafure or 
•' bufinefs, from the noble to the plebeian, from 
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" the maftcr to the menial who waited at his table, 
•* and who eagerly liftened to the freedom of his 
* converfation.** 

Though it is a matter a( little in^rtance, yet 
I cannot comprehend how it is poffible, at the ac- 
ceffion of Conltantine, that the Chriftians were, as 
Mr. Gibbon affirms, fcarce a twentieth part of the 
Roman empire. That men in no warlike habits ; 
in no power, comparatively ; excluded for the mod 
part from the army and magiftracy ; deftitute of 
philofophic influence, and the friendfhip of the 
great and noble, and not a twentieth in number; 
fliould become the dominant party, would be in- . 
deed an event remarkably lingular. 

To the imputation of ignorance and ohfcuritj, 
call on the firft teachers of the Gofpel, and their 
contrail with the noble philofophic tribe of Se- 
neca, Pliny, Tacitus, Marcus Antoninus, and the 
rell, ivhofe Jays wcrefpe?it in the purfuit of truthy 
and the fratfice cf virtue : I mull demur. It is^ 
among the wonderful phenomena, which it would 
cxcrcife the ingenuity of the hiftoriaa to account 

for. 
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tor, how men unable to produce a Jtiigle argument^ 
that could engage the attention of nien of fenfe and 
leanungj effe6ted fiich wonderful changes by their 
ignorance, as all thefe wife men were unable to 
work, and innpotent to countcracfl. The truth is, 
the ignorance on the one hand, and the wifdom 
on the other will not be found fg profound as is 
inflnuateda 

Men with the revelation of God In their hands, 
and the teacher of all truth in their hearts^ with 
diligence o( inquiry and purity of condudl, were, 
admitting them on a level in underftanding with 

« 

.their fellows, neither to be concluded fo ignorant, 
or fo defpicable as thefe wife philofophers are 
plcafcd to imagine. And if we examine the re- 
cords we have of thefe /ages, a Chriftian, whatever 
Mr. Gibbon may do, will hardly admit their claim 
to truth in theory ^ or to virtue in pra0ce. If there- 
fore thefe pagan emiiicnces are produced to caft 
a (hade of dcrifion on the contemptible attain- 
ments of the poor Chriftians, I apprelicnd, on a 
fair comparifon of their principles, and their conduS 
that the mcancft of true Chriftians, wbilft rcnounc- 
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ing all merit, will be founc^ in the fcale of real 
excellence, infinitely fupcrior to the proudcft phi- 
lofopher. 

To the attack on prophecy and miracles, I fhall 
not reply ; this having been already done by (a 
many able advod'atcs. I would only obferve, that 
all the frauds and lying miracles confeffedly mul- 
tiplied in ap early ftage of the Church after the 
apoflles* days, will not weaken the evidence of 
revealed truth. After all attempts to undermine 
the prophecies, ^nd to bring into fufpicion the 
fadls recorded by Chrift, and his apoftles, the more 
they are examined, the more they will continue 
to baffle the fuggcflions of the mofl: ingenious 
fcepticifm. Should the fathers be proved either 
credulous or miftaken, that would not at all alter 
the foundation of God's word, which ftandcth fure. 
When I fee what cannot be controverted— men 
of common underftancling ; to fay no more — mul- 
titudes — dying in torment and ignominy, in fup- 
port of a fait which they afTcrt to be true, and of 
tvhich thty were capable judges — and had^ every 
poflible motive to engage them to be certain, and 

not 
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tiot miftaken — the tenor of whofe lives always ex- 

m 

preflcd the mod uniinpeached integrity. — To fup- 
pofe fuch an army o{ martyrs dying in the defcnec . 
of a fadt, fuch as the refurredlion of Chrift, which 
they knew to be falfc, and knowing and avowing 
that dich falfchood muft enfurp their own ever- 
iafling mifcry — fo that their profpc6ls in an eternal 
world muft be as terrible as their torments in this 
were agonizing — to fupport fuch a fiippofition, a 
man muft believe a great deal more than I do. 

What Mr. Gibbon Ufo much at a hfi to di/cover 
in the firft paragraph of the l6th chapter of hid 
hiftory, every Chriftian who is acquainted with the 
native corruption of the human heart can eafily 
explain to him — the pride of wifdom and humai) 
excellence muft be exafperated by a religion that 
pours equal contempt on both i and the higher 
men flood on thefe, the more bitter would be their 
enmity againft Chriftianity. The wanton cruelty 
of a Nero might delight in fame atrqcious mafla^ 
crc ; but the infulted pride of the cold-blooded 
philofophic heart of a Trajan or a PUnv, CQuld 
{^aprc fyflematically perfeeutc. 

Pe4 it 
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It is faid^ ^^ could it be poilible that a Romaa 
" fhould periccute a {t6if whilft it allowed' the 
Jevvifh nation liberty, from whence fuch {t€t 
was fuppofed to fpring ? What could it be to 
^^ them into how many fec^s the Jews were di- 
" vided ?'* The anfwcr is evident. The caufe of 
perfecution had a quite different origin. The lives 
of Chriflians made them as obnoxious to Jews jas 
to Pagans. It was not merely in the point of 
idolatrous worfliip, that they alike relifted. This 
might have brought little perfecution upon them, 
if the whole of their converfation had not teftified 
of the world that its deeds were evil. Their adiive 
efforts to turn men from darknefs unto light, and 
from the power of Satan unto God, awakened 
enmity againft them, and brought down upon 
them the heavy hand of power. Could they have 
kept their religion to themfclvcs, and pleaded they 
were merely a Jewifh fecS, they would probably 
have eafily efcaped perfecution. 

^^ Their gloomy and auftcrc afpedl, their abhor- 
*' rence of the common bufinefs, and pleafures of 
*•' life," &c. To the two latter charges an anfwer 

hag 
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has been given ; to the former^ as it is a modern 
as well as ancient accufation, I (halljuft reply, 
that fuch an accufation carries the face of prgu- 
dice rather than truth. Their afpedl bore a ie- 
rene, and facred picafure. Their agapae we know 
were celebrated with joy and finglenefs of heart : 
their worfhip with (bngs of delight and gladnefs ; 
even in flames they died happy and triumphant. 
I can trace nothing gloomy in thcfe evidences* 
The fame is faid of real Chrijiians at prcfcnt, and 
with juft as much truth ; bccaufe they refufe to 
join the riotous mirth, which is madncfs, and to 
mingle with the throng of folly, they are morofe, 
melancholy ; their brethren and companions form 
a different opinion of them, and will tell you that 
they " rejoict alv^ays'^ 

It is remarkable, that Ibme of the fame ftorics, 
of " the lights extinguilhed," and the impure 
connexions of the prefent real Chriflia;i focietie^, 
are reported now, as Minutius Felix records in 
his day a$ the flander of the heathen, and with 
the fame truth. 



To 
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To be furc it is an excellent apology for perfe* 
cuting pagan emperors, that a Charles V, or a 
Philip, or a Lewis the XlVth, were more inhu* 
man, and more inexcufable. Will the wicked** 
Hefs of modem fovereigns juftify the cruelty or ia** 
^uflice of the ancient ^ 

Jt is not true, that in the infancy of the Church it 
was concealed, as a Jcwifh fe<5l from perfecations. 
Whoever reads the Afts of the Apoflles will fee, that 
from the moment of its birth it fufFcred as fcvercly 
from the Jews, as it aft^wards did from the Ro-* 
mans. Paul and his aflbci^tes afford examples of 
threatening and flaughter, and prifons, afterwards 
fharply retorted upon himfelf. The fuggeftions 
offered to foftcn down and palliate the fqffering^ 
of the faithful, appear as untrue as the intentipa 
of the hiftorian is evidently dilingenuous. 

Mr. Gibbon fays, as ^' an accurate enquirer, he i^ 
** induced to doubt, whether any of thofe perfon^ 
** who had been witncflcs of the miracles of Chrift, 
•' were permitted beyond the limits of Paleftine, 
" to fcal with their blood their tcftimony/* 
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The materials are confeflcdly fcanty which re* 
port thcfe fufFerings ; Clemens mentions the mar- 
tyrdom of Peter, and tradition of others. That 
the heathen authors have not condclcended to take 
notice of any martyrs, is a very indifferent nega« 
tive proof that there were none. They hiirdly 
took notice that fuch a body of people as Chrif- 
tians exifted : but of the thoufands who were fpec- 
tators of our Lord's miracles, many of whom went 
out, we are aflured, preaching every where, it 
would be a lingular event indeed, confidering the 
(late and temper of thofc with whom they had to 
do, Jewi(h zealots, and a Pagan pricfthood and 
magiftracy, if they who muft be the moft offen- 
iive objedls, efcaped the arm of the perfccutor. 
The facred writings afTure us, that in every place 
bonds and imprifonments awaited them — that the 
life of an Evangelift muft not be dear to himfelf 
— ^ready to be offered on the fervice of the faith — 
and to die for the name of the Lord Jefus. And 
-the fa6l is evident, not only in the death of Ste- 
phen and James, and the havock and (laughter 
made by Paul in the other cities bcfidcs Jcnilaiem : 
Jmt in the fufFerings of many who arc exprefsly 

mcutioued. 
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mentioned. Silas, Epaphras, Ariftarchus, Andro« 
nicus, Junia, and others, were all in cbain^ with 
the ^reat Apoftle, and ready to lay down their 
lives ; nor is it pofliblc in the nature of man, but 
that offended pride, and mortified paflion, unable 
to ftay the current of the rifing religion of Jefus, 
fhould rage againft it. We know, from the un- 
queilionable authority of Tacitus, " that they 
" were branded with deferved infamy," *^ a miC- 
" chievous fed," " impure and atrocious," ^* de* 
ferving the mofl exemplary punifhment," ** coa* 
vidled of the hatred of human kind," and equally 
hated by them. Now if this, as appears, was the 
general and prevailing opinion, rcfpcdling Chrif^ 
tians and their chara<Ster, and every paflion. and 
prejudice of the human mind inflamed againft 
them ; the wife, the multitudes, the magiftrates 
equally prcpofTefled againft them ; all power in the 
hands of their enemies; and no ability to refifl^, 
or hope to be heard with candour — .1 wifli Mr. 
Gibbon, or any other infidel, to fay, whether the 
fufFeringsofChriftiansin fuchacafcmuft not have 
been many and great. Though they may rejedt 
St Paul, they will admit the evidence of Tacitus. 

Men 
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Men convidled of hatred of all mankind, and ex- 
pofed to equal hatred from them, could not but 
be expofed to death in every cruel attitude ; nor 
was this ought but what they expedlcd and pre- 
pared for. Their mafter had long before told them 
they (hould be hated of all men for his name- fake ; 
and that, without being ready to lay down their 
lives for him and his truth, they could- not be his 
difciples. I am a believer in prophecy. I am per* 
fuaded it was cxadily fulfilled in the experience of 
the faithful witnefles from the beginning ; and that 
it was a reality, which St. John relates of thofe 
whom he beheld under the altar, who bad been 
[lain for the teftimony of Jefus. 

s 

Long before the perfecution of Nero, the fame 
grounds evidently fubfifted, and could not but pro- 
duce their natural effedls. 



That a dreadful perfecution raged under Nero 
at Rome, will not be difputed. Hear Tacitus, and 
Gibbon, his tranflator — *^ A great multitude were 
•^ all convi6led, and died in torments ; and thefe 

f' torments embittered by infult and derifion. Some 

" were 
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•^ were nailed on erodes, others fcwn up in tbc 
** fkins of wild beofls, and expofed to the fury of 
*' dog8 ; others again fmeared ever with combur- 
** tible materials, and u fed as torches, to illumine 
** the darkncfs of the night." The blood freezes 
at thefe horrors ; but the hillorian, however par- 
tial to Tacitus, is difpofed to foften matters, and 
queftiou the exactitude of the Roman, though 
probably he was himfelf the fpe6lator of the fcene, 
which he defcribes. In fa6l, it is imix)flible, if the 
report of Tacitus be true, but that the fuggeftions 
of Mr. Gibbon muft be falfe. Nero had never 
thus wreaked his fury upon Chriftians, if they had 
not prcvioufly, in the higheft manner become ob- 
noxious ; and this muft have arifcn from fome 
long continued caufe, exciting this general haired 
of viatik'mdy and public abhorrence^ againfl a iruf- 
chlevousJe£l^ impure^ atrocious ; whofe execrable fu-* 
ferjiiiion and guilty deferved the nioji exemplary pu^ 
nijhment. He muft be pretty determinedly incre- 
dulous, who knowing any thing of human nature, 
and cfpecially its bigotry and pride in religious 
matters, can furvcy proud philofophers, fanatic 
priefls, inhuman and rapacious governors, and a 

favage 
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lavage populace, and not acknowledge under fuch 
circumftances, how many the vidlims mud be to 
hatred; envy, jcaloufy, pride, and covetoufneli^ 

Mr. Gibbon, I apprehend, muft be greatly mis- 
taken in fuppofing the Chriftians an ob/cure body 
in the time of Nero, and ailigning his reafbn« 
why the Jews, though fo much more numerous, 
were not the objedls of vengeance — neither of 
which can be true. The immenfe muWUude who 
were executed, evidences they could not be an in- 
^onftderable body, or very obfcure ; and no other 
reaibn need be ailigned for their obnoxioufnefs 
than the real one, their holy lives ; and their zeal 
for Chrift and his Gofpcl ; thefc awakened that 
enmity to which the Jew gave no provocation. 

Nor can I imagine it at all probable, that fuch 
perfeeution was confined to the walls of Rome. 
Would a people under the characters dx)VQ' de» 
fcribed, and equally or more numerous without 
the walls, meet with lefs abhorrence and cruelty^ 
When the head of the empire fet fuch an example, 
would the Roman magiftrates be compaflidnate ^ 

With 
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With fucb ediiils, calling for the fwofd,' would it 
flumber in the fcabbard ? Would there be none 
glad to fcizc the qccafion of gratifying to the full, 
their enmities, their bigotry, or their rapacioul^ 
nefs ? Would not many defire to recommend 
themfelves to the Emperor, by praifing his zeal^ 
and imitating his example ? I mud be very infidel 
jndeed, if I could doubt fo natural a concludon. 

^* That the religious tenets of Chriftians were 
" never made the fubjedl of punifliment, or even of 
^^ enquiry,'* is fo far from being ^^ evidenty^ that I 
apprehend, if the evidence of Tacitus himfclf be 
true, this conclufion muft be falfc. 

I might farther appeal to Pliny's letter, and 
Tnijan's anfwcr, and the obfervations before made, 
for a refutation of all the foftenings of the elegant 
hiftorian. It was impoflible, under fuch circum- 
ftanccs, but that Chriftians muft fuffer, and fufFer 
greatly. The idea of the backwardnefsof accufcrs, 
though egged on by every motive that could roufc 
the human paflioas, and with the addition of fu- 
perftition, a& doing an a6t of piety to their gods^ 

wiU 
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Vill hardly be admitted by any man of candor and 
deep knowledge of the human heart. The hiflo* 
yian's partiality, with all his artful infinuations, 
betrays him, and difappoints his purpofes. 

The conftant and frequently returning abomina- 
ble public games,, and theatrical (hows, afforded 
occalion to the populace, inftigated by fophifts and 
prieftcraft, for venting their rage on the bated 
fe<5l of Galileans, who condemned and abhorred 
thefe pra6lices. The very edidls of Hadrian and . 
Pius, appealed to as difcouraging fuch tumultuous 
proceedings, are a proof of their frequency and 
atrocity. 

Mr. Gibbon's commendation of the humanity 
and mildnefs of the Roman governors, is truly 
aftonifliing. When the humane. Trajan approves 
the atrocious a6ts of the learned Pliny, in putting 
thofe inftahtly to death who confefled themfelves 
Chriftians, and extending innocent damfels on the 
rack, merely to extort from them accufations of 
their brethren ; and when other governors, after 

« 

the gentle trial what torture might produce in 

Africa, found themfelves foiled by the cooftancy 

Vol. I. Ff ©f 
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of the fuffcrcrs, they very humanely^ infiead of 
putting them all to death, contented themfelves 
with ^^^ the milder chajlifements of imprijonments y exile j 
^^Jlavery^ or digging in the mines \* and as a conclu- 
<ive proof, he mentions that Cyprian was not tor- 
turcd^ but only beheaded. If fuch is the boafted hu- 
manity of Mr. Gibbon and his philofophic aflbciates, 
we may truly fay, their tender mercies are cruel. 

That the number, o( martyrs was inconjiderabhj 
is not true ; and, according to the evidence ad- 
duced, impoflible that it (hould be fo. Admitting 
even of the multitude of the accufcd, that a few 
vic^tims only were fele61ed, cxclufive of more ge- 
neral maflacrcs, yet thefc collcdlively, through 
the extent of the Roman enipire, muft be a great 
multitucle, whom no man can number, who loved 
not their lives unto death, and form a truly noble 
army of martyrs. 

*rherc is an unfairncfs in mifreprcfenting the 
principles of Cyprian, unworthy a candid hiftoriau, 
and which only averfion to Chriftianity could pro- 
duce. Why bafcly impute to avarice, or ambition 
the manly 'fortitude be is admitted to have difjilay- 

cd? 
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cd ? Why Itippofc him the reverfe of all his former 
liberalities ? Why endeavour to leflcn his deferved 
praife by a long firing of fuggeiled motives^ -which 
probably never entered into the martyr's idea ? Let 
infidelity fupport her caufc fairly. Thefe fuggef- 
tions cannot give credit to her defenders. 

To a true believer it can afford no matter of fur- 
prife, that philofophers expreflcd their aflonifhment 
9t the fortitude of fufFering Chrillians, whilft their 
cold hearts Tct hardened, received no conviction 
from that readinefs to feal their teftimony by their 
blood, which perfons of all ranks, ages, and fexe3 
^ifplayed. " The fobpr difcrctipn of modern Chrif- 
tianily is indeed as far from imitating, or being 
ready tp fufFer, as modern infidelity, and ancient 
philofophy, to admire fuch examples." Such 
Chriftign^ as the hiftorian ever knew, aijd coofort- 
ed with him, I will admit come under the title of 
fobcr difcrctionifts ; but there is an c)tifling race of 
a differjent kind, now a§ of old, beneath the admi- 
ration pf the philofoplicr3, and ready to lay down 
their lives for Chrifl:, and his truth. There may be 
another phjlofophic flruggle to deftjoy Chriftianity, 
9nd a§ cruel, and as impotent as the pail. 

F f 2 Another 
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Another ftrong contradi6lion to the biftorian^a 
aflertion of the fmall number of the perfccuted and 
martyrs, will be evident in the imrhenie multitude 
of the lapfed, whom torture, or dread of fufferings 
and death had led to abjure their profeffion. When 
to abjure, or perifh was the only alternative, it xviH 
be difficult to vindicate the humanity of the perfc- 
cutors, or in the immenfity of criminals impeached 
to fuppofe that a few only dared to die. They 
who are acquainted with the fpirit of a Chriflian 
•will not doubt, that for Chrift many, very many^ 
were found ready to feal their teftimony with their 
blood. 

What the exa6l number of the martyrs amounted 
to, and how many perfecutions arofe, whether ten, 
or ten thoufand, which confidering the vaftnefs of 
the Roman Empire, is far more probable, thefe are 
of little import to be afcertained. Their fufferings 
were evidently great, and the martyrs many. Nor 
do I attribute with the hi dorian, the intervals of 
repofe which the Church enjoyed fo much to the 
hidifference of forne fr'mceSy on^ /o the indulgence of 
€lhersy as to the troubled ftate of the Roman Em- 
pire, which engaged the lords of the world in the 

purfuits 
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purftiite of their ambitiqn, and the purdering one 
linother ; leaving the Chriftian matters to fleep, 

r 

till a time of peace and fettlement gave freer fcoM 
for deliberate civil executions ; and to plunder the 

Chriftians, when the contending parties ceafed to 

■ . ' '* 

^ave the confifcations of their opponent^. 

Though I place no great ftrefs upon Tertullian, 
yet his apologies, if fo fabulous, as Mr. Gibbon in- 
iSnuates, would have been eafily confuted, and as 
the events to which he refers were recent 'if con- 

• 

vidled of falfehood, he muft have blafted and in- 

. ' • • .... 

jured in the mod fenfible manner, the caufe hic 
had undertaken to defend. He refers to matters of 
fa6l, which however fcepticifm may doubt or dif-. 
pute now, his pagan adverfaries had then the eafied 
means to dete<5l and difprrovc, and they were not ii) 
acutenefs or malignity much inferior to any mo- 

dcrn infidel. 

« . ■ 

f* The fingular fatality," at which Mr. Gibbon 
fcems furprifed, in the different conduA of princes 
of fo very different chara6lers, towards the Chrif* 
l^ans, is to thofe who are acquainted with the cor- 
ruption of the human heart,, not difficult to be ac- 

counted 
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' counted for. The unwortbinefs of their prote^reft 
Marcia under Commodus, is no more (trange than 
in many inftances hath been obfcrvable, when 
through the good providence of God, deliverance 
has been afforded his people from the moft un^ 
looked for means, and the moft unholy inftriiments. 
Befides, a real Chriftian has always more to appre- 
hend from a Trajan, and an Antonine, t;han from a 
Severus, and a Garacalla. The infolence of philo- 
fophic pride, is more offended with the Chriftian 
graces, than the depths of profligacy arp, and pcrfe- 
cutes with more envenomed arj)crity. The virtuous 
Deciusy was among the moft bloody murderers of 
the innocent. Mr. Gibbon wiflics to be bis apo- 
logiiT, and fuggcfts his deep penetration, whicl^ 
fufpedling danger from the confeqiicnccs of the 
Chriftian chara<5lcr, led him to prevent it, by clif- 
abling them from mifchief. Though the falfehood 
of thefe fufpicions is demonftrated in the patient 
pailive fufferings of fo immcnfe a miiUitude, 

The perfccution of Dioclcfian raged for ten years 
fucceffively through the Roman Empire. In fuch 
a Wide fpreading defolation it was impofTible, but 
that, as we have fecn, the blood of martyrs fliould 

flow 
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flow in rivers. The hiftorian himfelf gives a loofe 
to his peril and paints a fcene, the horrors ot 
which are inexpreffible. Yet is his art employed 
to diminifli the number of the fufFcrers. Whilft a 
Duke pf Alva, in after ages is charged with the 
murder, of an hundred thoufand proteftants, inone 
inconfiderablc diftri6l, by the mofl unexceptiona- 
ble teflimony : Dioclefian, Galerius, Maximian, all 
confulting about the abolition of Chriftianity, and 
fetting their whole force and craft to difcover and 
deftroy an unrefifting people, throughout the whole 
extent of their vaft empire, during ten years un- 
ceafing pcrfecution only murdered two thoufand^ 
Had they lefs enmity or ability to deftroy than 
Alva, or Philip ? Or fewer objects on which to 
wreak their vejngeancc ? I appeal to hiftory, and 
the nature of man. 

That Chriftianity fui-vived all its fufferings — 
foiled the malice of perfecutors — and ftood itd 
ground amidft the cowardice of apoflat€s--iThat 
not only without human aid of any kind, but with 
all the power, weakh, wifdom, of fuch an empire 
combined againft them, for three hundred years, a 
few poor, illiterate, incgnfiderable, perfons com- 
menced. 
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znenced^ dtid maintained with growing Aiccefs^ 
amidtl every fuffering which diabolical malice 
could infli^l^ an attack againfl the eflablifhed 
idolatries^ and the deeper rooted prejudices and 
pride of man — ^That thougb every where objedls of 
contempt and deteflation, they perfevered, and pre- 
vailed in a caufe apparently the mod defperate ( 
and in adoration of a per(bn the mod defpicable^ 

w 

and admitted to be crucified as a malefadlor ; and 
creifted the triumphant banners of the Crofs, over 
all the idols of paganifm^ and the proud boailings 
of philofophy — ^This is fuch a living miracle, fuch 
an abiding proof of the divine authority, which fcnt, 
and the divine energy which attended the miniilra- 
tion of the Gofpel, that infidels, who can them** 
felves believe, and would perfuade others, that this 
was a natural courfc of human events, difplay a 
credulity unfpeakably greater, than any which they 
affedl to defpife and ridicule in the votaries of re- 
velation. 
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